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PREDICT 1951 AS TOP FILM YEAR 





Cafe Biz Envisions Boff Fall Season, 
Cued to Hefty Com for Amusements 


Nightclub operators throughout¢- 
the country predict the coming 
season will be one of the best MacArthur’s TV Shot? 
since the lush wartime years and 4 
probably reach the high grosses Tokyo, Sept. 12. 
that were registered during 1946-| Gen. Douglas MacArthur may 
47, conceded to be the best in his-| Make his first appearance on a 
tory of cafes. The industry that| regularly - scheduled television 
has opened since the start of| Show via NBC’s “Meet the Press.” 
the Korean war, has apparently Web execs have invited the United 
pumped fresh coin into the enter-| Nations military chief to partici- 
tainment industry, and patrons| pate in a special version of the 
seem to be stepping out with! program, which would be filmed 
nearly the same frequency as they; by NBC newsreel cameramen 
did during the _ lush-spending| Tokyo and flown to the U. S. for 
eras, video transmission. 

Bonifaces feel that gross busi-| If MacArthur accepts the invita- 
ness will exceed that of the lush/| tion, NBC plans to use its own 
years because of the fact that! staff correspondents now covering 
there are no OPA ceilings to ham- | the Korean fighting to interview 
per takes. him. Among these are George 

One factor that indicates top| Thomas Folster and his wife, Wil- 
business is the fewer number of | liam J. Dunn, Peter Murray and 
cafes still in the running. There’s| Ken Kantor. 


number of spots and most of the TV Variety Show 
Guest Fees Spiral 


In Sellers Market 


ably good financial footing. Most 
spots had a good summer. This is 
especially true in New York. Top 
example is the Latin Quarter, 
which in summer previous lost 
about $40,000, but racked up a siz- 
able profit this year. 

Bonifaces also have faith in the 

(Continued on page 61) 

With the TV season just begun, 
the virtual inundation of the chan- 
nels with variety shows is already 
throwing the video impresarios for 
a guest-star tailspin. It’s the big- 
gest sellers market since vaudeo 
became ‘an established format and 
already the quest for talent has 
sent prices spiraling to new highs. 


NBC-TV 506 Bid 
For Sadler's 1-Shot 


NBC is still pursuing the Sad- 
migration of variety shows to a 


ler’s Wells Ballet of London, 
which is now doing a three-week 
season at the N. Y. Met Opera . 
Manhattan point of origination. 
The Jack Carter Saturday night 
NBC show, seen from Chicago last 


House, and is willing to spend the 

necessary $40,000 to $50,000 to put 
season, is now established in Goth- 
am. Ed Wynn, kinescoped from 


the dance troupe on video for an 
the Coast last year, is also ema- 


hour. All four N. Y. TV networks 
have been bidding for a chance 

nating his Wednesday night NBC 
show from N. Y. 











to televise the famed dance troupe 
~—the hottest thing in show biz to- 
day—with NBC believed to have 
the inside track. As of Monday 
(11), NBC thought it had the 
troupe clinched, but chances have 
eased off since. 

Sadler’s would have preferred a 
regular performance being tele- 


(Continued on page 12) 


7 NAME SINGERS BLEAT 








(Continued on page 53) 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Seven name singers have been 
inked by Chevrolet for a series of 


Gypsy Rose Lee Denies BY 
Sep * . | three-minute commercial blurbs to 
Legion S Commie Charge; | be used on radio this fall. Platter 


cost will run close to $20,000 for 


ABC Refuses to Cancel ‘2, spo. 


Tony Martin, Dick Haymes, 
ABC network cracked the bar-| Ginny Simms, Dorothy Shay, Dick 
rier this week in the thorny per- 


tan Powell, John Charles Thomas and 
former blacklist problem now con- Lauritz Melchior wil collect $2,000 
fronting the radio and television each for the stint, with musicians 








7am by indicating it will air, getting another $5,000. Sidemen 
“ypsy Rose Lee’s new radio show, | pocketed $27 each for every 60- | 
What Makes You Tick,” starting | minute waxing session. elchior | 


Saturday night (16), despite pro- 
tests lodged by the Iiqgois Ameri- 
can Legion that Miss Lee “has 
Communist sympathies.” 
Ss Lee, following the protest, 
(Continued on page 61) 


and Thomas were backe 
men, the pop sessions by 24 tooters 
and Miss Shay by a 10-piece oatune 
combo. Leaders and contractor got 
$40.50, time and a half, on every 
sessicn, : ms 





ia | 


The new Frank Sinatra TV show, | 


BLURBS FOR CHEVROLET 








AS.B.0. IMPETUS 


Execs on the inside of film in-| 
dustry financial affairs are looking 
forward to 1951 as possibly the | 
most profitable year in motion pic- | 
|ture history. On the basis of cur- 
|rent outlook and trends—and the | 
| considerable stock of finished pix 
;made at reasonable costs—they 
| foresee the 12-month stanza as top- 
| ping 1947, when net profits in the 
‘industry hit their all-time peak. 

Peering deeper into the crystal 
ball, they see 1951 as possibly a 
; last big fling for the industry 
| profits-wise, | 
| Feeling is that the impact of the 
|tremendous amount of coin the 
Government has started to spend 
on war production. will begin to 
be felt strongly next January or | 
February. This will give further 
| impetus to the b.o. gains already 
|experienced as a result of the in- 
| dustrial production splurge to date 
|and the sense of economic secur- 
| ity it has given workers. 
| This upturn will be met by re-j| 
lease of films made during a pe- 
riod of declining costs. That will 
| be just opposite to what occurred 
'during the industry’s disastrous 
|days of 1948, when pix made at 
| top costs were released during a 
| declining market. 








| 





| cluding 





With comparatively low weekly 
amortizations being charged off 
| against high income, profits nat- 
urally will be tops. This may not 
continue beyond 1951 if film costs 
during the year start to climb, so 
that by 1952 budgets and b.o. will | 


(Continued on page 61) 


' 
| 


CBS Going Into 





Pix Production? 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 


Possibility that CBS may make 
films for theatre exhibition was 
disclosed when Howard Meighan, 
veepee and general executive of 
the net, appeared before the zon- 
ing commission to ask for clar‘fi- 
cation of a city ordinance regard- 
ing film production at the recently- 








acquired Beverly-Fairfax boule- 
| vards site. 
| Meighan declared that “it is. 


‘thought by many that some pic- 
tures or shows might eventually 
‘be made for a dual purpose, that 
| of distributing through television 
| channels and through traditional 
theatre channels. It is necessary 
| that we have a specific understand- | 
, ing with the city that we may make | 
| moving pictures on CBS television | 
property. Thus there is an eco-| 
'nomic reason as well as a show! 
product reason for our requesting | 


full permission of the city to make | 


by 42) moving pictures on CBS property. | ma. 


“Our contract for purchase of 


vided we are unable to get such 
permission.” 


+. 


WAR SPENDING Shaw Nixes $1,000,000 Valedictory; 


Sez No Vidpic for ‘Ancient Spectre 


* 


Judy Garland’s Legiter? | 


Judy Garland, in New York last 
week on a holiday, struck show 
people with her physical fitness, 





| which is further borne out by talk | 


that she may do a Rodgers & | 
Hammerstein musical to be spe- | 
cially tailored for her. Metro star 
plans returning to N. Y. next month 
with her husband, Vincente Min- 
nelli, M-G director. 

Her legit chore would depend on 
the studio’s approval. 


Logan All-Time 
Top Earner As 
Author-Stager 


On the basis of current grosses | 
of his various shows, Joshua Logan | 
is perhaps the top-earning legit | 
director-author of all time. Ex-'| 
“Wisteria Trees,” from | 
which he is taking no income, his | 
royalties and share of the profits | 
for last week were figured to total 
about $12,800. 

As director of “South Pacific” 
and “Mister Roberts,” Logan got 
royalties totalling nearly $4,900 
for the week. As co-author of 
“Roberts” he got additional royal- | 
ties of nearly $1,100 (he is also co- 
author of the book of “South Pa- 
cific,”’ but does not share in the 
royalties). In addition, his share 
of the profits from “Roberts” is 
estimated at around $1,100 on the 





| week, while his cut of the ‘South 


Pacific” net is figured to have 
added about $5,700 more. 

Logan’s royalty as director of 
“South Pacific” is 242% of the 
gross, which was approximately | 
$50,800 at the Majestic, N. Y., and 


(Continued on page 12) 


JOLSON IN KOREA TO 
ENTERTAIN TROOPS 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. | 

Al Jolson should be entertaining 
the UN troops in Korea by to- 
morrow (Wed.), having left Los 
Angeles by Air Transport Com- | 
mand on Monday (11), at General | 
MacArthur’s invitation. He will | 
be gone around three weeks with | 
his pianist, Harry Akst. 

Jolson holds the distinction of 
having entertained troops in the 
following parts of the globe: North | 
Africa, Sicily, Italy, England, Ire-| 
land, the Aleutians, Dutch West 
Indies, South America and Pana- 





Don Barclay, cartapnist-comedi- 
an, is just back from Korea, where 
he entertained for two weeks. He’s 
due to return there shortly. 


‘astonishing news 


| 


This is his first time in the! 
| South Pacific. 
Gilmore Island property contains | 
a provision for cancellation pro-| 


| 


tere of years. 


By ARTHUR BRONSON 


A fantastic idea by a couple of 
enterprising young New Yorkers— 
involving George Bernard Shaw 
and what might have been a $1l,- 
000,000 TV-newsreel-radio-record- 
ing-newspaper parlay—has just 
been nixed by the British drama- 
tist-sage, on apparent grounds of 
sheer vanity. Plan, if it had been 
consummated, would have been an 
beat, perhaps 
unique in journalistic annals, 

Idea revolved about a simple 
project. This was to make a 10 or 
15-minute film of the venerable 
94-year-old British savant, giving 
his valedictory or goodbye to the 
world. In this specially prepared 
testament, the  brilliant-tongued 
Shaw would expound on the times 
and its problems, and leave a 
message to mankind based on his 
longtime, acute observations and 
reactions. 

Plan was to bring this film short 
back to the U. S., for release on 
the day that Shaw died. Exclusive 

(Continued on page 53) 


Army Mulling 
Tent-Show Setup 


Lambertville, N. J., Sept. 12. 
Army engineer officers were 
here last week to confer with St. 





| John Terrell, producer of the local 


Music Circus, about the possibility 
of adapting his tent-show setup 
for soldier entertainment. It’s fig- 
ured that such a system could save 
the Army large amounts in theatre 
and recreation hall investment, 
besides simplifying production and 
transportation costs for shows for 


| service men. 


Ironically, Terrell offered the 
same idea to the Army during 
World War II, but it was turned 
down then as “impractical.” How- 
ever, with the Music Circus com- 


_pleting its second successful sea- 
| son here and similar operations 
|} mushrooming around the country, 
War Dept. 


brass now recognizes 

the possibilities of the tent-show 

setup, for both semi-permanent in- 
(Continued on page 12) 





Petrillo Cracks Down 
On D.J. Programs That 
Simulate Live Shows 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 

James C. Petrillo, American Fed- 
eration of Musicians prexy, is cur- 
rently prepping a crackdown on 
disk jockey programs which are 
simulating live shows via taped in- 
terviews with bandleaders. Hinter- 
land jocks, in particular, have 
made the use of specially-taped in- 
terviews with top names in music 
field a familiar practice in the last 
Cut-in of the in- 
terviews between numbers, in Pe- 

(Continued on page 12) 
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COMPO 


To Truman 


Pledges Full Cooperation 


in War Emergency 





Washington, Sept. 12. + 
Council of Motion Picture | ee 
Organizations, across - the - board | N.Y. Bijou May Get 


spokesman for the film industry, 
offered full cooperation to the 
Government last Friday (8) in con- 
nection with the war crisis and | 
was promptly taken up by Presi- | 
dent Truman, who asked the in- 
dJustry spokesmen to line up with 
the U. S. program to counteract 
he powerful Russian propaganda 
nachine. 


Mr. Truman told the COMPO 
Committee for Cooperation with 
the U. S. Government that pic- 
ures had done a terrific job in 


World War II and called for a re- 
Xeat. Especially, he said at the 
White House, “no organization in 
he world can make a better con- 
ribution to truth than can yours,” 


‘Cyrano’ as 2-a-Day 

While no deal has been inked 
yet, it is likely that Stanley Kra- 
mer’s “Cyrano” will preem on a 
two-a-day hard-ticket basis at the 
Bijou, N. Y. Maurice Maurer, op- 
erator of the house for the City 
Investing Co., recently journeyed 
to Chicago, where Kramer showed 
him a rough cut of the Jose Ferrer- 
starrer. 

Opening is being primed for No- 
vember or December. Whether the 
policy nationally will be roadshow 
hasn’t been decided as yet. It is 
likely that George J. Schaefer, Kra- 
mer’s sales chief, and United Art- 
ists’ distrib topper Grad Sears will 


ae for the information ook some out-of-town test engage- 
provram. : si 
, ments before making up their 
The C > lege , headed |. 
The COMPO delegation, head minds. 


xy its president, Ned E. Depinet, , 
met also with Secretary of Com- | 





neree Charles Sawyer, General J. 
awton Collins, Army Chief of | 
Staff; Oscam R. Ewing, Federal 
Security Administrator, and E 
ward W. Barrett, Assistant Secre- 
tary of State for Public Affairs, 
whose division handles the foreign 
information program. 

All acknowledged the contribu- 
tion of pictures, admitted plenty 

(Continued on page 12) 


TOA Dissatisfied With 
COMPO Exhib Survey, | 
Withholds Its Okay. 


Theatre Owners of America, one | 
of the charter members of the | 
Council of Motion Picture Organ- | 
izations, informed COMPO this 
woek that it is withholding an 
okay on COMPO's projected sur-| 
vey of exhibitors throughout the | 
country. TOA reportedly is dis- 
satisfied with several segments of 
the project and, as a result, TOA 
exee director Gael Sullivan eis 
slated to huddle with COMPO 
exec veepee Arthur L. Mayer later | 
th’s week. 

jine other charter members of | 
C >MPO, meanwhile, have ap-| 
proved the project. As detailed 
last week by COMPO prez Ned E. 
Depinet, the comprehensive study | 
of exhibs would be used in com-| 
posite form for magazine and | 
newspaper feature stories to back | 
the industry’s public relations 
drive. Depinet emphasized that no | 
private information on individual | 
exhibs or circuits to be derived | 
from the study would be made 
pu lic in any way. 

™OA’s chief objection to the 
project is based on the length of! 
the questionnaire to be mailed ex-| 
hibs and its contention that many 
of the questions not only are un- 
necessary but will arouse exhib | 
antagonism to the entire project. 


PIX ELIGIBLE FOR 
‘FREEDOM’ AWARDS 


Motion pictures will be eligible | 
for competition in the 1950 Gen- 
eral Awards program of Freedoms 
Foundation, Valley Forge, Pa., be- 
cause films “constitute one of the 
most powerful and effective instru- 
ments for telling the American | 
story of freedom” and because they 
“do much to underscore the basic | 
concepts of our American way of | 
life,” Kenneth D. Wells, Founda- | 
tion’s executive veepee, announced 
last week. 

Annual competition, open to va- 
rio's fields of. public expression | 
and communication, had included 
documentaries and shorts. This 
year’s competition will be open to 
full-length features because “in 
the process of providing entertain- 
ment to millions of persons | 
throughout the world, American | 
films dramatically refiect everyday | 
aspects of life in a free society,” | 
according to Wells. “As such, mo-|} 
tion pictures serve as messengers 
of the freedom story, a role that | 
becomes increasingly vital! In a 
world torn by mounting ideological , 

















French, Berger 
Row on COMPO 


Ors Procedure 


Minneapolis, Sept. 12. 

Harry B. French, president of 
Minnesota Amus. Co., and Bennie 
Berger, head of North Central Al- 
lied, have gone to the mat over 
procedure for establishing the lo- 
cal unit of the Council of Mo-' 
tion Picture Organizations. French 


wants it his way, although he 
jumped the gun _ on _ bringing 
Minneapolis exhibs under the 


COMPO roof, and Berger is claim- 
ing foul. 

Battle has its roots in a meeting 
called by French latter part of last 
month at which a COMPO “war | 
activities organization” was formed 
for the area with French elect- 
ed to the chairmanship. Berger |} 
balked on the complaint that the 


| unit wasn’t formed in accordance 


with COMPO procedure. 

Sensing trouble, COMPO’s com- | 
mittee on organization, headed by 
circuit operator Harry Brandt, 
went into session in N. Y. and set 
the rules, providing for local com- 
mittees to cooperate in the work 
of the organization. All the vari- 
ous charter members were to have | 
representation and with the com- 
mittee to select an area chairman, | 
state chairmen Were desired, the-| 
atre, distribution, publicity and 
any other chairmen representing 
groups affiliated with the industry 
who may be invited to participate 
in COMPO activities. 

This action failed to stem the 
Minneapolis row. French asked the 
cooperation of all theatremen in 


| the territory over the protests of 


NCA and Berger. 
600 Pledge Support 
Despite the NCA disapproval 


(Continued on page 20) 





Al Zimbalist Joins 


Alperson as Exec Aide 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Al Zimbalist, formerly advertis- 
ing-publicity head of Film Classics, 
has been named executive assis- 
tant to Edward L. Alperson, indie 
producer. 

Alperson currently is shooting 
Sword of Monte Cristo,” slated 
for 20th-Fox release, at the Motion 
Picture Centre Studios with 
George Montgomery and Paula 
Corday in the leads. 


- Dale Exits Rank Press 


46 





Jerry Dale, handling U. S. press | 


duties for the J. Arthur Rank Or- 
ganization, left last week. Dale 
didn’t werk for Rank directly, but 
for Jock Lawrence, who continued 
as the British producer's |. chief 
Yank flack under a revision of his 
contract early this year that per- 
mitted him to take over the pub- 
ad duties for Samuel Goldwyn in 
New York. 


Col Gets ‘Pickup’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
After a lot of legal thumb-wav- 
ing, Harry Cohn takes “Pickup” for 
'a ride in a Columbia cab. Final 
|legal papers to that effect were 


Hugo Haas and Edgar ‘Walden. 

Picture, financed by Walden, was 
shot for approximately $85,000. For 
a time 20th-Fox tried to thumb its 
‘way into a releasing deal, but the 
problem was straightened out ami- 
_cably by huddles between Cohn and 
‘Joseph M. Schenck. 


} 
} 








Be Pix Liaison In 
War Co-op Setup 


Washington, Sept. 12. | 


Arthur L. Mayer, executive v.p. 
|of Council of Motion Picture Or- 
| ganizations, will serve as the all-| 
|industry agency’s liaison with the 
| various Government departments 
lin the new war cooperation pro- 
| gram. Maver was named for the 
| job last Friday (8) at the D. C. 
|meeting of the COMPO Commit- | 
tee for Cooperation with the U. S. | 
Government. Mayer said later that 
he does not foresee the need to 
open a general office in Washing- 
ton but believes that the news- 
reels will need a fulltime spokes- 
man here, just as they had during 
| the last war. 

Art Arthur, executive secretary 
of the Motion Picture Industry 
Council, brought to Washington 
with him a report on duplication 
and waste in the production of 
Government films during World 
War II and urged immediate co- | 
operation with the Government to | 
eliminate such duplication. He 
failed to get action on his plan, | 


} 








| which would have called for pro- | 
i ducer activity partially because the | 


distributor and exhibitor spokes- | 
men wanted to hold up decision | 
until their own programs were | 
ready for submission. However, 
Arthur remained in town for sev- | 
eral days to consult with Army | 
and Navy officials and make ar- | 
rangements to help. 


Actor William Holden made a_ 
report for the Hollywood Coordi- | 
nating Committee on the voiume | 
of personal appearances arranged | 
during the last war as an indica- | 
tion of what the Committee stands | 
ready to do whenever called upon | 
by the services. 


Subtitled Spanish Pix 
Will Be Distributed 
To U.S. Theatres 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 


Campaign to take Spanish-lan- 
‘guage films out of the Latino house 
,category and make them available, 
with English subtitles, to general 
|situations around the country has 
| been launched by Azteca Films and 
|Clasa-Mohme, which have banded 
together in a new Mexican distribu- 
ition setup. Harry Stern has been 
{named to head a special features 
|division which will act as a sales 
jagency and handle publicity and 
| exploitation on the pix, many of 
;which star name. well-known to the 
| American film public. 


Clasa-Mohme handles the Can- 
| tinflas comedies, among others, 
‘while Azteca has another comedy 
|star in Tin Tan, to bulwark the 
|release list. 


| 


| Drive for wider distribution ac- 
tually has twe vhases, the first to 
make all of the films available to 
the 400-odd foreign film houses 
around the country, and the sec- 
ond to interest the larger chains 
in south-of-the-border extravagan- 
zas in which such names as Maria 
Felix and Pedro Armendariz are 
étarred. 


Product earmarked for U. S. dis- 
tribution will be the pick of the 
{output of the Mexican film indus- 
| try, currently marking its 50th an- 
'niversary. 
| Included among pix to be re- 
in the U. S. are 











signed by the quickie’s producers, | 


| mo collecting approximately 200 


Arthur Mayer To | 





Allied States in All-Out Drive Vs. 
Distrib Try to Increase Rentals 





Distribs Collect 2007, 


a 


Franklin, Ind., Sept. 12. 
Allied States is going all out in 
combatting what prexy Trueman 
Rembusch describes as a concerted 


More, Sez Berger. drive by all distributars to boost 


Minneapolis, Sept. 12. 


| 


CG, 


o 


film rentals on a nationwide basis. 
Rembusch reports the committee 


Figures show distributors here’! at work on Allied’s national con- 


| vention in Pittsburgh Oct. 2-4 has 


more in film rentals in aggregate | developed a national film clinic 


from Twin City independent neigh- 


borhood and suburban 


tl 
c 


lied president. 


Berger says he’s taking these fig- 
ures to National Allied States’ con- | 


vention in Pittsburgh Oct. 2, when 
he’ll ask the national body 


“some sort of action” that will 


bring exhibitors “relief” from pres- 


ent “exorbitant” rentals. 


“Northwest Allied directors have 


exhibitors 
1an they did before the consent 
lecree’s earlier runs, according to 
| Bennie Berger, North Central Al- 


for 


| which will be part of the get- 
| together and to which film buyers 
might look to cure their product- 
licensing headaches. He said he’s 
been at all local meetings of Allied 
{units so far this year and has no 
doubt that the move is on full- 
scale for rental hikes at a time 
when the distributors “should be 
thinking about keeping their cus- 
tomers in business.” 
| He said the clinic will function 
| as “a school of instruction for film 
_ buyers” and indicated theatremen 


protested to distributors, but noth-| will be acquainted with their new 








ing has come of it,” says Berger. | “rights” under the court decisions 
“Distributors persist in their|/in the Government’s monopoly 
gouging policy although theatre! suit against the companies. 


grosses are declining and costs are 
generally increasing, with film 
companies’ earnings greater than 
ever.” 


20th's Longhair 
Interest Tied In 
With Theatre TV 


Twentieth-Fox’s newly-develop- 
ed emphasis on longhair music, as 
exemplified by the N.Y. Philhar- 
monic Symph’s booking into the 
Broadway Roxy theatre and the 
upcoming series of feature-length 
concert films, is believed to be tied 
in directly with the company’s 
plans for theatre’ television. 
Twentieth pre? Spyros P. Skouras 
has repeatedly talked about 
spreading concert and balet to the 
masses via large-screen video, and 
the present moves in that direc- 





| tion, consequently, are construed 


as a test of longhair’s boxoffice 
potential. 


If 20th’s theatre TV plans go 
through as presently constituted, 
the company will have an initial 
investment of some $2,000,000 for 
the 24 theatres on the Coast to 
be linked initially for the new 
medium. With that much coin 
tied up, the company presumably 
wants to make certain that its 
large-screen programming will 
meet with public acceptance. Also 
bearing out the _ experimental 
aspects of the present moves is 
the fact that Skouras envisions 
both the concert films and theatre 
TV as secondary to a top feature 
on theatre programs, rather than 
the chief draw in themselves. He 
describes both as being designed 

(Continued on page 17) 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Irving Allen 
Carlton Alsop 
Glen Allvine 
Lucille Ball 

Edgar Bergen 
True Boardman 
Charles Boyer 
Carleton Carpenter 
Hal Chester 
Melville Cooper 
Al DeLynn 
Charles Dreyfus 
Dan Duryea 

John Garfield 
Denis Green 
Charlotte Greenwood 
George Guetary 
Howard Harris 
Dick Haymes 

Van Heflin 

Lou Irwin 

Joe Kirkwood 
Russell Lewis 
Joseph L. Mankiewicz 
Lillian Picard 
Joel Preston 
George J. Schaefer 
Marvin H. Schenck 
Gale Storm 

Ben Thau 

Syd Zelinka 


| Rembusch also disclosed that 
Arthur L. Maver, executive vice- 
/president of the Council of Mo- 
| tion Picture Organizations, has ac- 
| cepted an invitation to address the 
Allied conclave, which will be at 
the William Penn hotel. Mayer 
| will outline the full scope of 
COMPO activities and what it can 
accomplish for the industry. He is 
slated to do the same at the Oct. 
30-Nov. 2 convention of the The- 
atre Owners of America in Hous- 





ton. 

The Allied film clinic plan is to 
| break the sessions down into for- 
| ums involving various types of the- 
atres, each to be chairmanned by 
active Allied unit heads. These 
include: H. A. Cole and Charles 
Niles, small towns; Sidney Samuel- 
;son and Arthur Rush, medium 
|town and suburban ruhs; Nathan 
| Yamins and O. F. Sullivan, city 
|runs; Martin Smith and Wilbur 
Snaper, key neighborhoods and 
subsequent runs; John Wolfberg 
}and Rube Shor, driveins. Jack 
| Kirsch and Abe Behrenson will 
| conduct a special meeting for cir- 
cuit buyers and those interested in 
bidding situations. 


PAR’S 50c DIVVY 


Paramount board of directors 
has voted a quarterly dividend of 
50c per share on the common 
stock, payable Sept. 29 to holders 
of record Sept. 18. 


Europe to N. Y. 
E. Power Biggs 
Phil Bloom 
Sidney Box 
Jeanne Chauchoin 
Thomas B. Costain ~ 
William Dieterle 
Leo Dolan 
Dame Edith Evans 
Patrick Holt 
Raymond Huntley 
Dudley Jones 
H. V. Kaltenborn 
Pamela Kellino 
Andre Kostelanetz 
Anita Loos 
Irvin Margulies 
James Mason 
Helen Mencken 
Ralph Michael 
Cecil Parker 
Lily Pons 
George Richard 
Flora Robson 
Cesar Romero 
Rene Marie St. Germain 
Oscar Serlin 
Jean Simmons 
Ethel Smith 
Paul Vuillaume 
Hal Wallis 


N. Y. to L. A. 
Art Arthur 
George Byron 
Frank Cooper 
Cecil B. deMille 
Judy Garland 
Leonard Goldstein 
Abel Green 
William Holden 
Bob Hope 
Betty Hutton 
Sol Lesser 
‘Brenda Marshall 
James Mason 
Joe McConnell 
Mack Millar 
Michael Mindlin, Jr. 














‘leased generall, 


Manie Sacks 

Skip Scully 

Dinah Shore 

Spyros P. Skouras 
Jule Styne 

Jonie Taps 

Sam Wiesenthal 
Tennessee Williams .. 


conflict,” he said. | Lawrence hired Dale to handle | “Rio Escondido,” starring Maria 

Foundation, a non-political, non- the Rank end. He has now trans- Felix; “The General and the Se- 
profit group formed in 1949 to “en-| ferred Jeff Estep, an aide who! norita,” starring Maria Felix and 
courage all citizens to ‘speak up for , worked for him at the Goldwyn of-| Pedro Armendariz; “Little Dark 
freedom, ” is awarding $100,000 in| fice, to the Rank headquarters.| Angels,” described as a Mexican 
cash plus medals and honor certifi-| Dale had been associated with | “Lost Boundaries;” and “Madness 
cates to winners to be announced: Lawrence in handling ‘Rank pub-|of Love,” Spanish historical film, 
next spring. i licity since the end of the war, Hlensed in. Spain, 


N. Y. to Europe 


Lenore Lemmon 
Mark Marvin 
Josephine Niggli 
Eric R. Pleskow 
Bernard Sobel 
Alida Valli 
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UA May Have Some Prod. Financing, 
But No Operating Coin Visible Yet 


There were some 
this week that United Artists’ new | 

triumvirate may have a} 
on a production financing | 
plan, although no hint as yet that 
it has obtained much - needed | 
working capital for its distribu- | 
tion setup. Board chairman Paul | 
V. McNutt and prexy Frank L. | 
McNamee have maintained their | 
customary silence on both matters, 
but the trade is looking forward | 
to a possible clarification of the | 
company’s. status following a 


ruling 
start 


indications + 





Leo Joins Rathvon 


John Leo, former Eagle Lion 
division manager on the Coast, 
has joined the N. Peter Rathvon 
unit to supervise sales from Chi- 
cago west. He’ll work under Rath- 
von’s sales chief, Jack L. Schlaifer, 


|and with the unit’s southérn mana- 


ger, Lee Gribble. 
Leo started as a salesman for EL 
in San Francisco. He more recent- 





srEKS TO TAC 
POPKIN, OTHERS 


With both its product and finan- 
'cial situation paradoxically im- 
' proved via its recent abortive 





merger attempt with Film Classics, | 


Eagle Lion Classics has turned to 
Swinging its lariat on United Art- 
ists producers. It currently has a 
multiple-picture deal cooking with 
Harry Popkin and several other 
| UA indies whose names are being 
| kept dark until the noose is pulled 
| tighter. 

Deal with Popkin—who was en- 


| 


scheduled session of the new man-}ly has been engaged in financing | geavoring to buy control of UA 
agement with owners Mary Pick- | production of “Tokyo File 212,”|when the Paul V. McNutt group 


ford and Charles Chaplin in New 
York next Wednesday (20). | 

McNamee has been’ working 
with a syndicate headed by agent- | 
manager Edward Sherman and | 
Coast lawyer Max Fink on a deal | 
by which they would organize a/| 
unit through which all UA pro- | 
duction would be channelled. | 
They would advance coin via the 
unit for filmmaking by indies for 
UA release. 

It was confirmed in New York |} 
and Hollywood that Sherman and } 
Fink are working on the plan and | 
have amassed considerable coin to | 
put it into effect, although the 
problems of such an undertaking | 
are so manifold there’s no assur- 
ance that all the ends can be 
drawn together to make it effec- 
tive. Sherman is a former Phila- 
delphian and a close friend of Mc- | 
Namee, who also hails from the 
Quaker City. He’s a vet vaude 
agent and booker, who was to a 
considerable degree responsible 
for bringing Abbott & Costello to 
prominence via his management. 

Unitess McNutt and McNamee 
have a source of operating coin up | 
their sleeve, however, it appears | 

(Continued on page 18) 


| 
| 





Stillman’s Stance On 
UA and McNamee Is — 
Sweetness and Light 


Indie producer Robert Stillman | 
said in New York Monday (11), 
following a meeting with Frank L. | 
McNamee, that he was “much im- 
pressed” with the new United Art- 
ists prexy. Session was Stillman’s 
intro to the new regime which | 
took over UA July 12. 

Producer arrived in New York, 
_ Sunday (10) for a week of talks | 
with the UA management, sales 
chief Grad Sears and publicity-ad- | 
vertising-exploitation huddles with | 
UA pub-ad chief Howard LeSieur | 
and his own easte™n pub-ad rep, | 
Dick Weaver. He brought with him 

| 





a print of his initial indie produc- 
tion, “Sound of Fury,” for delivery | 
to UA. | 

Stillman added that in talks on! 
the Coast with Tom Deane, of the 
Bank of America, who recently was | 
east to meet the new UA toppers, | 


he had gotten the same expression | 
(Continued on page 6) 


SYMINGTON TO TALK 
AT TOA CONVENTION 


Moving ahead with plans for its | 
annual convention in Houston Oct. | 
30-Nov. 2, Theatre Owners of 
America has lined up W. Stuart | 
Symington, chairman of the Na- 
tional Security Resources Board, as 
Suest speaker at the group’s windup 
president’s dinner. Symington in- 
formed TOA executive director 
Gael Sullivan of his acceptance of 
the TOA invitation. According to | 
a statement from the organization, 
there’s a likelihood the talk by. 
Symington, top figure in the na-| 
tional defense program, will be | 
carried in a nation-wide broadcast. | 

On the Texas front, convention | 
seneral chairman R. J. O'Donnell 
and Fred Nahas, chief barker of | 
the Houston Variety Club, have 
Worked out arrangements for the 
unit's temporary move from. its 
regular quarters at the Texas State | 
hotel to the Hotel Shamrock, 
Where the TOA conclave will take | 
place. Variety Club privileges will 
be granted to all at the convention. | 





produced by Breakston-McGowan 
in Japan. 

Rathvon distribs through Eagle 
Lion Classics and Leo will attend 
the company’s convention in Chi- 
cago today (Wed.) before proceed- 
ing to the Coast. 


Some More UA 
Producers in N.Y. 


To See What Goes 





jrecently moved in—entails 
money financing of his product by 
|ELC. That’s a hurdle which prexy 
| William C. MacMillen is having 





'some difficulty jumping, however, | 


iand on his success will hinge the 
outcome. 

ELC advanced N. Peter Rathvon 
| first money on _  his_ product 


and then was able to lay off the 
loan with the Fidelity-Philadelphia 
Trust Co. MacMillen is trying- to 
work a similar arrangement for 
Popkin—or possibly skip a _ step 
and get them a bank loan directly, 

ELC prexy is obviously tryin 
to make hay mowing down some 
| better-known producers while UA 
is in its present confused state. 
| AS an added attraction, he has just 


| 
} 


| Swit hed the company over from 





Influx of United Artists pro-|a delayed to an advanced payoff 


| ducers into New York in an en-! 


have traveled east in recent weeks 
in the hope of learning from the 


it goes from here. 


Robert Stillman arrived in New 
York Monday, while due later are| be an adjusted payment to equal- 


Irving Allen, Edward Small and 
Joseph Justman. Already in to see 
the Paul V. MeNutt-Frank L. Mc- 
Namee-Max Kravetz operating tri- 
umvirate have been Carl Leser- 
man, I. G. Goldsmith and Sam 
Spiegel. Stanley Kramer, who was 
planning to head into New York 
this week, has been forced to 
change his plans to get back to 
the Coast today (Wed.) for final 
editing of “Cyrano.” He has been 
on a publicity tour on behalf of 
“The Men.” 

Harry Popkin, who was expected 
this week, has pushed off his visit 
until after the Jewish holidays. 

Producers had all been waiting 
on the Coast for the new regime's 

(Continued on page 63) 





-ZOELLNER HEADING 
M-G NEWSREEL SALES 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 
Presaging a hypoed drive by 
Metro for newsreel business, Wil- 
liam B. Zoellner, head of the com- 
pany,s shorts and reprints sales 


| department, has been assigned to 


take over as head of the newsreel 
sales concurrently. Creation of the 
new post was revealed here today 
(Tues.) by sales veepee William F. 
Rodgers, who stopped off en route 
to the Coast from New York for 
huddles with central division man- 
ager Burtus Bishop. 

Appointment of Zoellner to head 
newsreel sales is believed based on 
the intensified interest in reels on 
the part of both exhibitors and 
the public in the wake of the Ko- 
rean fighting. Zoellner is sched- 
uled to leave in a few weeks for a 
nationwide tour of the company’s 
exchanges to confab with branch 
managers. He'll also talk with the 


| field salesmen in each branch who 


have been his special representa- 
tives for shorts and reissues, and 


'whom he is now expected to tag for 


the newsreel also. 

Rodgers, meanwhile, is sched- 
uled to arrive on the Coast Thurs- 
day (14) to look over new product 
and huddle with studio chief Louis 
B. Mayer and production veepee 
Dore Schary. He’ll attempt to get 


a line on the exact number of | 


pictures to expect for the remain- 
der of the year in order to imple- 
ment his proposed new group sell- 
ing plan. 


| policy to ptoducers. This is exactly 


| deavor to learn “what’s cooking” | opposite to what UA was recently 
| went into high gear this week. Ar-/| forced to do in order to give itself | 
‘rival of a new group brings to!a cushion of working capital. 
| seven the number of indies who} 


Cash Settlement Weekly 
| Under the new ELC plan, 
| producers will get a cash 


‘pix. Each fourth week there will 


(Continued on page 20) 





SWG Lists 24 


| 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

| Sereen Writers Guild has ad- 
| vised its members that a total of 
24 motion picture and television 
producers have been placed on the 
| “unfair” list. 
‘tion was adopted requiring all 
members to get permission from 
|the Guild before entering into any 
| business arrangement with  pro- 
ducers who have been found ‘“un- 
fair, irresponsible or unsubstan- 
| tial in their dealings with wviters.” 
The list, mailed to all the mem- 
bers, follows: 

| Eddie Albert, Irving 
Polan Banks, Benedict 


Allen, 
Bogeaus, 


| Yorke Coplan-George Breakston- | 


Phil Krasne of World Adventure 


Pictures, Lou Costello and Ed- 
{ward Sherman, A.x.ive DeToth, 
| Jerry Fairbanks, Inc., Samuel 


| Goldwyn, Melvin Geimer and Joe 
|Langdon, Remy Hudson, Carl 
|Kreuger and Central National 
| Pictures, Frank Melford, Richard 

Morros and M. R. S. Productions, 
/Lou Moss, Seymour Nebenzal, 
| Richard Oswald and Skyline Pro- 


‘'ductions, Richard Polimer, Proser- | 
Nasser Productions, B. B. Ray, Al | 


| Rogell, Frank P. Rosenberg and 
Lionel J. Toll, Berman Swartz- 
Harry Gray -Earl Cohen- Joseph 


'Raboff, and Philip Waxman. 


672G COAST ANTI-TRUST 
SUIT VS, FWC, WB, ETC. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 
Parkton Theatres, Inc., filed suit 





| for $672,000 against the Fox-West | 
Coast and Warner Bros. theatre cir- | 


cuits charging conspiracy to violate 
the anti-trust law. 


_ton Park and accuses defendants of 
using monopolistic practices. 

| Also named in the suit are Na- 
tional Theatres, 20th-Fox, Para- 
‘mount, RKO, Columbia, 
_ Universal, United Artists and War- 
‘ner Bros. Distributing Corp. 


first- | 


Prods. ‘Unfair’: 


Recently a resolu- | 


Plaintiff oper- | 
| ates the Park theatre in Hunting-— 


Loew’s, | 


+ 


0 AT UAP 


RODS 





+ 


| 





| 
| 


9 . 
| Goldenson’s Switch 
Washington, Sept. 12. 

Leonard H. Goldenson, president 
of United Paramount Theatres, has 
converted 500 certificates of inter- 
est into 500 shares of common stock 
of the chain, according to the Se- 
curities and Exchange Commission 
report for the month from July 
11 to Aug. 10. This gives Golden- 
son a total of 900 shares of com- 
mon stock. He owns another 250 
shares jointly with his wife. 

The report shows that A. A. 
|Garthwaite, member of the board 
|of Universal Pictures, purchased 
500 shares of the U $1 par com- 
mon. 





Sherman 50-Pic 
Setup Linked To 


Bankers Trust 





Industry Legalites Working Overtime 
Unravelling Partnership Obstacles 


+ 


Film industry legalities still are 


| working overtime, largely on mat- 


iters of real estate. 


In addition to 
the approximately 100 private anti- 
trust actions on file and the wind- 
up manuevers in the government’s 
monopoly suit, which is now in its 
12th year, the lawyers are burning 
the midnight current on unravel- 
ling the last of the majors’ partner- 
ship interests, affiliations which 
abound in corporate complexities. 


Faced with the most extensive 
disaffiliation job. of all, United Par- 
amount has been doing well so far 
in meeting the demanding three- 
year schedule set down by the De- 
partment of Justice. But problems 
have been encountered in the re- 
quired UP sale of some properties 
after the partner’s holdings have 
been acquired. More time was 
needed and, with Dept. of Justice 
approval, that was granted last 
week by the U. S. statutory court 


‘in N.Y. 


| houses in the. south. 


Bankers Trust Co. of N. Y. fig- | 


ures largely in the five-year pro- | 


gram mapped by Harry Sherman 
|in his 50-picture deal with Eagle 
| Lion Classics. While firm com- 
mitments have yet to be made, the 


dicated willingness to provide first 
| money for an initial group of four 
| which could be extended to cover 
|others. The credit would be guar- 
lanteed with equities in Harry 
| Sherman Productions and Califor- 
nia Studios, which Sherman owns. 


|sacola and Monroe, Fla.; 


| Clarksdale, 


Pomeroy outfit has tentatively in- | 


toP | Sherman pix in an arrangement | 
settle- 


company’s new management where | ment weekly, based on an estimate 
of the past week’s earnings of their 


| So far as ELC is concerned the | 


| pact is strictly for 
| with the company having no finan- 
| cial participation whatever. Dis- 
| tribution fee is 30%, it is reported, 
| with Sherman to supply his own 
prints and advertising. 

Teamed with Sherman on the 
business end is Neil Agnew, part- 
ner with Charles Casanave in Mo- 
tion Picture Sales Corp., and Alec 
| Moss, also of MPSC. The latter 
‘film, which distributes foreign 


the éxtensive Sherman output and 
for this reason MPSC and Casa- 
nave are not party to the ELC 
‘contract. Both Agnew and Moss 
|'have a financial participation in 
ithe deal. Agnew will have the 
| (Continued on page 22) 








RATHVON UNCERTAIN 
ON BRIT. PIC DISTRIB 


| N. Peter Rathvon, in New York 
| last week to arrange for further 
funds for his Motion Picture Capi- 
ital Corp., said he expected the 
‘seventh pic which the company 
| has financed in part to be com- 
pleted in England at the end of 
‘this month. It is “Happy Go 
Lovely,” starring Vera-Ellen and 
David Niven, and being produced 
| by Marcel Hellman in association 
| with Associated British Pictures 
Corp. 

Rathvon ,said he is still uncer- 
tain as to what company will dis- 
| tribute it in this country, although 
'Eagle Lion has -handled all of 
| MPCC’s previous pix. Former 
| RKO prexy also declared he plans 
| to keep on financing product, but 
‘circumstances will determine dis- 
| tribution. 

Rathvon financing has come in 
the past from a group headed by 
| Robert R. Young, controlling 
| Stockholder in Pathe Industries, 
EL’s parent company. This has 
been personal, not EL, coin. Nev- 


von is dealing with Young on the 
basis of giving the pix to EL for 
further financial backing. 
Fidelity-Philadelphia Trust Co. 
put up first money for the first 
group of Rathvon pix and has in- 
dicated interest in further financ- 
ing. Among the initialers was 
| “Destination Moon,” which has 
‘proved exceedingly profitable. 


distribution, | 


The D. of J. has allowed exten- 
sions on deadlines originally set 
down for unloading numerous 
Unless addi- 
tional time again is granted, UP is 
now called upon to unload the fol- 
lowing properties by Oct. 5 (origi- 
nal deadline was June 3): 

One theatre each in Anniston, 
Bessemer, Jasper, Montgomery and 
Mobile, all Ala.; one each in Pen- 
two in 
New Orleans; one each in Biloxi, 
Greenwood, Hatties- 
burg and Vicksburg, Miss.; one 
each in Chapel Hill, Gastonia, 
Greensboro, Raleigh and Rocking- 

(Continued on page 22) 





Music Pub Tieup, 
Mdse. Plans Mapped 
By Wald-Krasna 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Jerry Wald-Norman Krasna are 
moving into high gear on a variety 


| of fronts, immediate objectives in- 


cluding a music publishing tie-in, 
merchandising program which in- 


' cludes close contact with the RKO 


‘completion of casting for 


and 
initial 


homeoffice and_ exhibitors 


| productions. 


pix here, is not equipped to handle | 


The two are dickering with sev- 
eral eastern publishing houses to 
become affiliated with their own 
pubbery to be known as Wald- 
Krasna Music Co. Deal, expected 


/to be finalized in a few days, is 


,ard Hughes 


ertheless, it is believed that Rath-| 


cued by fact that RKO, with which 
W-K recently negotiated a deal, 
has no pubbery, nor has it any 
agreement with any publisher to 
sell its songs. 

At least 20 of the 60 W-K pix 
under deal with RKO will be mu- 
sicals, with a large number of 
tunes to be used in other films as 
well, so partners want an outlet. 
Situation was discussed with How- 
and Ned Depinet, 
RKO heads, who have approved 
plan. 

Six of first year’s 12 pix will be 
tuners, with songs to be plugged 
to exploit pix. Additionally, part- 
ners plan sending a song out with 

(Continued on page 15) 


SELZNICK MAINTAINS 
SKELETON SALES STAFF 


Selznick Releasing Organization, 
which was reported a month ago as 
planning to drop its entire field 
sales force, is continuing with four 
men throughout the country and 
Sol Edwards as eastern division 
salesmanager in New York under 
distribution chief Sidney Deneau. 

They are currently selling re- 
maining accounts on “Third Man” 
and “Fallen Idol” and are also ina 
drive to book five reissues. They 
are “Since You Went Away.” “I'll 
Be Seeing You,” “Rebecca,” “Inter- 





/mezzo” and “Blandings Builds His 


! 


Dream House.” Eagle Lion, which 
handles residual selling for SRO, 
has been peddling the reissues tor 
the past 18 months, but the Selz- 
nick force itself has now been 
turned loose on them to bring in 
maximum income. 
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All About Eve 


20th-Fox release of Darryl F. Zanuck 
production, written and directed by Jo- 
geph L. Mankiewicz. Stars Bette Davis, 
Anne Baxter, George Sanders, Celeste 


Holm; features Gary Merrill, Hugh Mar- | 
camera, | 
Milton Krasner; editor, Barbara McLean; | 
special | 


lowe. Music, Alfred Newman; 


orchestration, Edward Powell; 
efiects, Fred Sérsen. Tradeshown Sept. 6, 


*o0. Running time, 138 MINS. ’ 
OS a ee ese Bette Davis 
OS PRT Anne Baxter | 
Acdison De Witt....c.e-. George Sanders | 
Karen bs hae hae ae Oe Celeste Holm 
Bill Simpson .....ccccese> Gary Merrill | 
BAGO MOEMOFGS. 6. ce vecees Hugh Marlowe | 
lS APP cre Thelma Ritter | 
Diig® CaSSWEL .<2d60 00 000% Marilyn Monroe 
Riax Fabian...... ee Gregory Ratoff | 
i. area Barbara Bates | 
BOG ACO... cc cccces tic Walter Hampden 
 . NRA Aer se: Randy Siuart 
Leatliing Man... .ccocecses Craig Hill 
BPOOETNRR . .. ..-..ceaosees Leland Harris 
Autograph Seeker........ Barbara White 
Stage Manager......ec.. Eddie Fisher 
Clerk .. William Pullen 
ESR eyes Claude Stroud 
Frenchman Eugene Borden 
Reporte , Helen Mowery 
Captain of Waiters.... Steve Geray 
“All About Eve” is a literate, 


adult film of the calibre that will do 


b'< league, big town business. In 
addition it has all the elements for 
th general runs. 

‘he whyfore of the producer's 
jn-'stence for “scheduled perform- 
ances’ becomes obvious as_ the 
s‘ory unfolds from its banquet 


sccne that honors a new Broadway 
Jegit great. and the flashbacks 
which detail the brittle, hard-bit- 
ten and frequently bitter saga that 


te’ s us “All About Eve.” 
Anne Baxter, in the title role, is 
th» radiant newcomer who has at- 


t; ned the thespic heights. And as 
s1° mounts the podium to receive 
the supreme accolade, the inti 
nmetes who figured in her breath- 
less success story project their own 
vignettes on what made this hammy 
g .mmy run. 

rette Davis is the established al- 
bot somewhat aging star. Hugh 
Mariowe is her author; 

Holm the playwright’s wife; Gary 
Merrill the play's director who 
yields to a quick call, and some 
easy money, from Hollywood but 
soon returns to Miss Davis, his ma- 
jor romance. Backgrounding are 
Gregory Ratoff, as the producer, 
and George Sanders as the debo- 
noir, machiavellian dramatic critic 
who knows the angles—plus. 

Miss Baxter plays a starry-eyed 
wouldbe actress who, by extraor- 
dinary design, finally meets Miss 
Davis, her histrionic idol (through 
the kind offices of Miss Holm). 
She is taken into the household, 
machinates an understudy chore, 
apparently possesses the basic tal- 
ent to click resoundingly once she 
engineers an opportunity—and in 
return is ruthless in her pitch for 
both the beau and the husband of 
the two women who most befriend- 
ed her. 

The basic story is garnished with 
exceedingly well-cast perform- 
-ances wherein Miss Davis does not 
spare herself, makeup-wise, in the 
aging star assignment. Miss Bax- 


ter gives the proper shading to, 
her cool and calculating approach | 


in the process of ingratiation and 
ultimate opportunities; and_ the 
other principals mouth dialog 
which is real and convincing. The 
intra-trade references to Zanuck 
(perhaps the first time a producer 
permitted his own name-dropping 
to further the plot), the William 
Morris agency, 21 and the Stork 
{both reproduced with authentic 
interiors) are plausible and not 
dragged in for any smartalecky 
reasons. The snide references to 
— people, the plug for San 
‘rancisco (‘an oasis of civilization 
in the California desert’’) and the 
Jike are purposeful and manifest 
an intelligent reflex from a group 
o! hyper-talented people towards 
the picture business. In_ itself 
was courageous to retain these 
segments. It is typical of the gen- 
eral quality of the film, both as to 
the screenplay and the players. 

It is obvious author-director Joe 
M:inkiewicz knew what and how 
he wanted his cast to say and in- 
terpret. It comes out that way, 
even in the bitter ending with 
its suggestion that still another 
tyro, who had latched onto Miss 
Baxter, might well tread the same 
hird path. 

It is cogent that a sharp Broad- 
Way 
zbout Broadway people—was cra- 
died and produced in Hollywood. 
The characterizations are 
posite prototypes, of course, al- 
though some may see in Miss Da- 
vis’ role a vivid counterpart. The 
ruthless critic is 100°) fiction: any 
analogy, because of his debonair 
typecasting, ends there. 


“All About Eve” has substance: 


in virtually every dramatic and ro- 
mantic mood, which have been 
given proper shading and projec- 
tion by producer Darryl F. Zanuck 
and Mankiewicz. The segue from 
the commentary school of eine- 
msiurgy. to bridge the flashback 
sccuences, into the vignettes is un- 
otrusive 
nisue to tie up the entire package 
vv 


sirenger to her friends. 
The Zanuck production investi- 


Celeste | 


it | 


,ing portrayal 


play—at least a screenplay . 


com- , 


but an effective tech-| ood film lots. causing complica- | 


‘ch ends with Miss Baxter hug- | 
ging the coveted trophy—and a 


Miniature Reviews 


“All About Eve” (20th). 
Sock romantic drama with a 
big league cast and production 
for big league grosses. 

“The Breaking Point” (WB). 
Routine remake from Ernest 
Hemingway’s novel, “To Have 
and Have Not,” with John Gar- 
field and Patricia Neal. 

“Farewell to Yesterday” 
(20th). Dramatic documentary 
of the last three decades, 
based mainly on war news 
clips. 

“Frisco Tornado” (Rep). 
Stock addition to the Allan 
‘Rocky’ Lane series. 

“Triple Trouble” 
Routine entry in the 
Bovs series; okay for 
situations. 


(Mono), 
Bowery 
dualer 





The Breaking Point 


Warner Bros. release of Jerry Wald 
production Stars John Garfield, Patricia 
Neal features Phyllis Thaxter, Juano 
liernandez. Wallace Ford, Edmon Ryan, 
Ralph Dumke. Directed by Michael Cur- 
tiz. Screenplay, Ranald MacDougall, based 
on story by Ernest Hemingway; camera, 
fed McCord:: editor, Alan Crosland, Jr.; 
dialog director. Norman Stuart: musical 
cirector, Ray Heindorf. Tradeshown N.Y., 
Aug. 31, "50. Running time, 97 MINS. 
liarry Morgan ee af John Garfield 
Leona Charijes...... ; Patricia Neal 
Raeey REGRMOM, cc cccccece Phyllis Thaxter 
Wesley Park.....ceece Juano Hernandez 
Se). ites tes goin Ole Wally Ford 
eee Pere eee Edmon Ryan 
HIAMMASAN .-.. wccccccecee Ralph Dumke 
NNT 5 Oa cia se ea a Guy Thomajan 
Concho William Campbell 
Amelia Sherry Jackson 
Connie Donna Jo Boyce 
Vir. Sing Victor Sen Yung 
Macho .. Peter Brocco 

A relatively minor Hemingway 
novel, “To Have and Have Not,” 


has again been adapted by Warners 
as a vehicle for one of its he-man 
stars. The initial picture, which 
used the book's original title, was 
made in 1944, with Humphrey Bo- 
gart starred and Lauren Bacall fea- 
tured ‘This remake, titled “The 
Breaking Point,” co-stars John 
Garfield and Patricia Neal. It 
strays even further than its pre- 
decessor from the Hemingway story 
line, but is apparently no more ef- 
fective entertainment. 

For this version of the yarn, the 
hero is no longer a gun-runner in 
the West Indies but a former PT- 
boat skipper who owns a power 
cruiser which he rents for private 
fishing parties out of a southern 
| California port. He's already in 
debt. so when a client whom he’s 
taken to Mexico skips out without 
paving his bill, the skipper gets in- 
volved with smugglers of coolie 
labor and then with a mob of gun- 
men in order to get money enough 
to get back home and pay what he 
owes on the boat. But where the 
Hemingway hero was killed in a 
gunfire finish, this remake has him 
wipe out the gangsters and, it’s 
implied, is ready to face the future 
|again with his wife and kids. 

On the screen, this is a shallow 
story, with sketchy characteriza- 
tions and no suggestion of the feel 
and smell of the water or the in- 
expressible devotion of a skipper 
to his boat. The inarticulate hero 
is neither bright nor sensitive, and 
the principal femme character, 
played by Miss Neal, seems more 
an afterthought than an integral 
| element. 
| As the dense, mute, tough-ten- 
ider hero, Garfield is plausible. di- 
| rect and manages to read the stilt- 
‘ed lines credibly. Miss Neal is 
‘understandably baffled by the un- 
; necessary, ill-defined and incon- 
| sistent role of the siren whom the 
!four-flusher fisherman-client ditch- 
es when he jumps his bill. 

On the other hand, Phyllis Thax- 
ter, featured in the best part in 
the film, gives a genuinely touch- 
of the wife who 
| knows all the hero’s faults and 
loves him only the more for it. 
Juano Hernandez is excellent as 
the skipper’s devoted Man Friday, 
while Wally Ford, Edmon Rvyan 
and Ralph Dumke are acceptable 
,in lesser parts, and there is an 


gro boy waiting in solitary terror 
on the dock for his father, whose 
murder has precipitated the gun- 
fight finale. 

The adaptation, credited to Ran- 
ald MacDougall, fails to get be- 
neath the surface of what is es- 
sentially a concocted yarn or give 
| dimension to the characters. The 
direction of Michael Curtiz stresses 
underplayed realism, except in a 
couple of phoney-seductive scenes 





Farewell to Yesterday 
(DOCUMENTARY) 


20th-Fox release of Edmund _ Reek- 
Movietonews production. Written by Jo- 
seph Kenas; edited by Louis Tetunic: edi- 
tor, Frank Coffman; original score by 
Louis Applebaum, Robert McBride, Rich- 
ard Mohaupt; music director, Jack Shaind- 





lin; narrated by Sidney Blackmer, John | 
Larkin, Kermit Murdock, William Post, 
Jr. Tradeshown in N. Y., Sept. 8, ’50 
Running time, 90 MINS. \ 





” 


“Farewell to Yesterday,” 20th- | 


' Fox’s historical harkback based on | 


| because it is familiar. 


its own as well as outside news- 
reel shots, is no less fascinating 
It will do 


| business. Like Warners’ “Fifty 
|Years Before Your Eyes” and 
|March of Time’s “The Golden | 


| Twenties,” 


| Main 


this documentary re- 
lives the events of our times via 
its compilation of news clips. It 
is longer than the others. Its 
canvas covers the period from the 
signing of the VersaiNes Treaty 
after World War I to today. 

But where the other documen- 
taries had a nostalgic motif, or 
divided their interest between the 
frivolous and the sombre, em- 
phasis of “Farewell” is strictly on 
the serious side. As 20th prexy 
Spyros P. Skouras bluntly told re- 
viewers at its trade-screening, 
“Farewell”: is not only entertain- 
ment but propaganda. The film, 
he said, is reminder of yesterday's 
mistakes and today’s threat. By 
showing the effect of yesteryear’s 
appeasement, it points a moral for 
today in the light of the current 
challenge to our freedom. 

Ironically enough, the film also 
points up some of the lessons we 
apparently haven't learned — such 
as our present attitude towards 
Germany in view of the horrors 
it unleashed, or our official atti- 
tude towards Spain, ete. But its 
effect is to alert us once | 
more to the barbarities of war ard 
the necessity of being on guard. 
This it does via its emphasis on 
war shots—the bombings of towns, 
burnings of buildings, attacks on 
planes and ships—from Italy’s in- 
vasion of Ethiopia to the North 
Korean spillover into South Korea. 
Such shots have been seen before 
—in newsreel shorts, in otherwise 
fictionalized Hollywood war fea- 
tures—but rarely in so concen- 
trated and overwhelming a fashion, 
for so powerful an effect. 

Scenes otf bombed European 
cities, of sinking aircraft carriers, 
of Jap snipers flushed out by 
flame-throwers, of crashing build- 
ings, of concentration camps and 


/erematoriums, are no less breath- 


taking or appalling because they 
are being reprised. The frequent 
Hitler-Mussolini get-togethers; the 
attack on Pearl Harbor; the Nor- 
mandy invasion; the Pacific cam- 
paign, have a fresh fascination and 
interest. 

Editmg by Louis Tetunie and 
production ‘by Edmund Reek have | 
a good deal to do with the impact 
of the pic. Narration, written by 
Joseph Kenas, has a frank but per- 
tinent editorial slant, and is han- 
died alternately and capably by 
Sidney Blackmer, John Larkin, 
Kermit Murdoek and William Post, 
Jr. Original score by Louis} 


Applebaum, Robert McBride and | 


‘Richard Mohaupt 


eloquentiy silent bit of a small Ne-. 


in which Miss Neal does almost a' 


Mae West characterization in try- 
ing to lure Garfield into shipboard 
dalliance, Hobe. 


War Over ‘Formosa’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

War clouds over Formosa are 

/ causing repercussions on the Holly- 


i tions in the MPAA title registry. 
RKO registered two titles, “For- 

mosa” and “The Defense of For- 

mosa,”’ aiming to dramatize that is- 


is vivid back- 
grounding for the events, espe- 
cially in the presentation Jack 
Shaindlin and orchestra give it. : 
Bron. 





Friseo Tornado 


Republic release and production. Stars 
Allan “Rocky” Lane: features Eddy Wal- 
ler, Martha Hyer, Stephen Chase. Di- 
rected by R. G. Springsteen. Written by 
M. Coates Webster; camera, John MacBur- 
nie; editor, Robert M. Leeds. Tradeshown 
Sept. 8, °50. Running time, 60 MINS. 
Allan “Rocky” Laneé.......- Himself 


Nugget Clark....ccccscecs Eddy Waller 
TORR oss ccecesns ode bows Martha Hyer 
wee SPAR... spe cse eeecenne Stephen Chase 
Paul Weston. ..ccccscecsos Ross Ford 
Aer ee oo eseees Mauritz Hugo 
| Saree oceeevccce Ee Drawer 
TROMPSON ...cccsccvcseees cae Hal Price 
DS... i. Ti tbe ese ad bee es Rex Lease 


Georve Chesebro 
‘ Edmund Cobb | 
and Black Jack 


Gun Guard 
Stage Driver 


This hour-long oater is a stock 
addition to the Allan “Rocky” 
Lane series. Business = should , 
par that done by other Lane gal- 
lopers. 

Course of events has Lane, in the 
capacity of a U. S. marshal, erack- 
ing down on a crooked insurance 
outfit which has been offering citi- 
zens of a ecowtor.n_ protection 
against a gang of outlaws who are | 
actually in the employ of the in- | 
surance agency. Plot carries little | 
weight, with routine situations 
occurring throughout. In the ac-, 
tion department Lane makes his 


| entrance by wajking into an am- 
| bush from which he eseapes after 


a couple of minutes of gunplay. 


| Some more scattered scenes pave 


'the way for flying bullets and 
heavy riding. There's little fisti- 
' cuffs. 


ture is plush in every department. | !.nd, but Paramount and David O. | 


Abel. 


i Selznick have prior claims. 


| Duo perform routinely. 


Working with Lane in getting 


’the goods on the gang is Eddy 


Waller, a regular in this series. 
Both turn in okay portrayals, per 
usual. A romantic lift is provided 
by Martha Hver and Ross Ford. 
As head 


| evidence, 


' few 


The Cheat 
“The Cheat,” French-made, 
tradeshown in N. Y., Friday 


(8), was reviewed in Vanriery 
from Paris, March 8, 1950, 
under its original title, 
*“Maneges” (“The Riding 


School”). Reviewer Mosk laud- 
ed pic as being “an intelligent, 
biting study of the selfish, 
erring wife and the faithful, 
adoring husband.” Noting that 
film “is done in a_ brilliant 
visual manner and _ accom- 
panied by fine thesping,” re- 
view went on to say:“it rates 
as a definite art house and 
sureseater entry.”’ Review con- 
tinued: “word-of-mouth and 
crix will probably assure its 
Stateside run.” 

Reviewer added: “film is 
underlined with a bitter irony 
that makes it one of the most 
important social films to come 


out of France this year.” Di- 
rected by Yves Allegret and 


Starring Simone Signoret and 
Bernard Blier, it is being re- 
leased in the U. S. by Discina 
International. 








of the insurance company and 
leader of the gang, Stephen Chase 
is convincing. R. G. Springsteen’s 
direction keeps things going at a 
snappy .pace. Gros. 





Triple Trouble 


Pretty Boy Gleason 
Benny the Blood 


Paul Dubov 
Joseph Turkel 


3 rae err William Benediet 
Butch ee heveesseeeenss Buddy Gorman 
Chuck ere Tee David Gorcey 
Squirrely Davis........ George Chandler 
Bec  DOPtON. . bocce bia css Eddie Gribbon 
S| EE a ee Jonathan Hale 
ne ene Joseph Crehan 
Ma Armstrong...eccccee Effie Laird 
Pere ere Edward Gargan 
CRB ODUOOE « 6000400 0ss 665% Eddie Foster 
A SE Pay iarees Frank Marlowe 

Another in the Bowery Boys 
series, ‘Triple Trouble” is a rou- 
tine entry for the dualer situa- 
tions. Formula is pat, with gang 
finding itself up to its ears in 
trouble which it eventually irons 
out. Film sports the usual quota 


of yock material conveyed via 
corny actions and lines. 

Leo Gorcey is on hand to chief- 
tain the boys and murder the 


king’s English with his constant 


| wah these need sharp scissoring, 





The bird subject is skillfully done, 
with some change of pew and hu- 
mor, enhanced by deft photog- 
raphy. But even with this subject, 
it is prolonged, dragging in too 
many varieties of birds when the 
obvious interest is centered on an 


| injured stork forced to stay in the 


Ukraine during the winter with its 
mate. 

Part two depicts what occurs 
when all types of wild animals are 
brought up together from infancy 
at a Russian zoo. Some of scenes 
captured by the cam@ra are especi- 
ally good. But here also there are 
too many digressions. There is 
enough material in this subject to 
make a first-class one-reeler, pro- 
viding it was given smart narration, 

The family life of a fish is hardly 
for theatre audiences (part one), 
The dog-eat-dog episodes in a des- 
ert (part three) are unpalatable, 


| repetitious ‘and far from original. 


; were 


Monogram release of Jan Grippo pro- 
duction. Features Bowery Boys. Directed 
by Jean Yarbrough: screenplay, Charles 
R. Marion; additional dialog, Bert Law- 
rence; camera, Marcel LePicard; editor, 
William Austin. At New York theatre, 
N. Y., dual, week of Sept. 5, ’50. Kun-! 
hing time, 66 MINS, 

Slip Mahoney.......... . Leo Gorcey 
Sach Lt 6 sak Huniz Hall 
Gabe Moreno.......... - Gabriel Dell 
Skeets O’Neil.......... Richard Benedict | 
Bat Armstrong......... Pat Collins 
| Shirley O’Brien.......... Lyn Thomas 
Louie Dumbrowsky......Bernard Gorcey 


misuse of words, one of the angles | 


used mostly to draw laughs. Huntz 
Hall, as Gorcey’s No. 1 stooge, con- 
tinues to take the brunt of friendly 


| insults and abuse dished out by the 


latter. Rest of the gang, made up 


Only here they are done in bad 
taste, with closeups of nauseating 
episodes. 

Scripting and narration are very 
commonplace, excepting in part 
four, which is half-way passable. 

Wear. 











Warners’ Unloading | 











——mas Continued from page 3 


in full aceord on the terms 
which seemed attractive to the 
company largely because the re- 
quired divestiture was so relative- 
ly limited that the new indepen- 
dent circuit which would emerge 
would be largely the same as that 
now in existence. 
Upward Trend 

However, the upward trend in 
boxoffice activity seems reasonably 
certain to continue, particularly in 
view of the international crisis, 
It’s a well established fact that 
any global emergency up to and 
including fullscale conflict sends 
the public on an _ entertainment- 
buying spree. 

The thinking at Warners, it is 
said, is that the prosperity which 
the industry experienced during 
the last war and immediately after 
stands a chance of returning in 
future months. Consequently good 
business sense demands that the 
company hold off on separating 
with its theatres in one year when 
it can put the split over to three 


vears, when the market valuations 
of the theatres figure to be so 
much greater. 


Of the three remaining majors 
in the Government’s trust action, 
only Loew’s, until now, had no in- 
tention of entering a compromise 
with the Department. The motiva- 
tion was different, however, the 


; Loew's idea being from the outset 


of William Benedict, Buddy Gor- | 


man and David Gorcey, have little 
to do. 

During pic’s running time boys 
become innocently involved in a 
robbery for which they have to 


'turned down once on appeal 


that the need for divoreement it- 
self might be averted. Although 
to 
the U. S. Supreme Court, Loew's, 


,as well as all other parties to the 
‘action. have petitions pending for 


take the rap due to circumstantial | 


Before going to trial. 
however, Gorcey discovers that a 
prisoner in the state penitentiary 


/is in contact with the actual rob- 
| bers. 


He and Hall pass u ha | . 
Pp PS Cnance | where he has been active on an- 


for probation, which the other 
members of the gang take, in order 


get into the state prison and thus— 


mob 
the 


on the 
pulling 


line 
for 


get a 
sponsible 


re- 
caper. 


Once in prison the pair are mis- | 
taken for a couple of w.k. tough | 
guys, which aids them finally get- | 


ting the goods on the crooks and 
clearing their names. 

Gorcey gives his role the char- 
acterization it demands, 
throughout, while Hall does a con- 
vincing job as his exasperating 


a former 
lawyer. 
sweetshop 


turned 
as a 
is good for a 


Bowery’ Boy 
Bernard Gorcey, 
owner, 


adequate in the heavy department. 
Jan Grippo’s production, Jean Yar- 


mugging | 
| Department for a ruling 


buddy. Gabriel Dell is sincere as | ‘@*4tion aspects, This subsequently 


reconsideration the 


tribunal. 

20th-Fox decree talks with Jus- 
tice Department lawyers will be 
resumed in Washington late this 
month when Philip Marcus, U. S. 
attorney, returns from Oregon 


by high 


other case. 

The Warner accord 
Government came after several 
months of strenuous negotiating. 
Every theatre situation was ex- 
amined on an individual basis, not 
only to the extent of existing 
threats on competition but also on 
the basis of future possibilities in 
every town. 

When the final agreement was 
reached it was sent to the Treasury 
on its 


with the 


| was withdrawn when the company 


laughs, while Pat Collins is | 


brough’s direction and Marcel Le-| 


Picard’s camera are all stondard. 
Gros, 





Seerets of Nature 
(DOCUMENTARY) 


Oxford Films production and release. 
In four parts ‘part ene adapted by Israel 
Berman; part two directed by Boris Pav- 
lov at Mostechfilm Studios; part three 
produced by Kievtechfilm Studios: part 
four directed by Boris Dolin at Mostech- 
film Studios). Previewed in N. Y., Sept. 
8, °50. Running time, 80 MINS. 


This is a fairly good documentary 
of its sort. Difficulty is that it does 
not*for the most part eonstitute 
overall theatre entertainment. Film 
is suited only for a few arty spots, 
and then only for mild biz. 

Production is divided into four 
parts, with different producing 
units or directors on each. Only 
part two and part four have worth- 
while material theatrewise, and 


/ 
,of confidence in them. 
| reflected, 


decided on divorecement in 1953 
with its prospects of healthier the- 
atre-marketing conditions. 


Stillman-UA 




















Continued from page 35 


This was 


he indicated, in the 


| Bank's granting to him of a loan 
.to make his second picture, “Queen 


|duction next week. 


9 


for a Day,” which goes into pro- 


Loan is the 


first by a bank for a release by LA 


since the new regime took over. 


,It is secured in part by Stillman’s 


share on his initial pic, on which 


Bank of America advanced first 


money. 

Stillman was accompanied east 
ty Irving Rubine, v.p. of the pro- 
duction unit, in charge of advertis- 
ing and publicity. Rubine will re- 
main in New York for about three 


‘weeks, setting plans for “Fury,” 


which gves into release in January. 
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RKO Mgrs.’ Meeting an Omen? 


There was reportedly more than met the eye behind the conclave 
of RKO theatre managers called in New York last week by prexy 


Ned E. Depinet and circuit chief Sol A. Schwartz. 


that the meeting was held at least 
Brandt, who is negotiating with 
control of the chain. 


It is understood 
partly at the instigation of Harry 
Howard Hughes for purchase of 


Brandt is reportedly anxious to keep personnel of the circuit 


intact if he does acquire it. He 


Schwartz would continue as general manager. 


of the New York session, therefo 


has already publicly stated that 
Part of the purport 


re, was to indicate to the theatre 


managers and execs that there would be continuity of operation 


and that their jobs are secure. 
men, 


It is understood that some of the 
feeling a change was inevitable and they might lose out in 
the shuffle, have been sounding around for other posts. 


They were 


reportedly given as broad hints as possible that such precautionary 


action is unnecessary. 








Brandt, Hughes Reported to Have 
Tentative OK From Justice Dept. 


Harry Brandt and 
Hughes are understood to have 
won informal and preliminary ap- 
proval from the Dept. of Justice 
for merger of the Trans-Lux and 


RKO chains. Attorney-General’s 
office. has also reportedly hinted 
that an extension of the Jan. 1 
deadline for divorcement of the 


RKO theatres by Hughes will get 
D. of J. assent if there’s an actual | 
written agreement by that time | 
between Hughes and a prospective | 
buyer. | 

Meantime, Brandt and his prin- 
cipal negotiator, Sam Dembow, | 
Jr., are continuing efforts to put | 
the other pieces together in what | 
has become a giant jigsaw puzzle. | 
Brandt, controlling stockholder in 
Trans-Lux, is endeavoring to pur-| 
chase control of the RKO web 
from Hughes for the melding of | 
the two chains. 

Dembow left New York for the | 
Coast yesterday (Tues.) for an-| 
other personal session’ with) 
Hughes and his negotiators, RKO | 
board chairman Noah Dietrich and 
Hughes’ counsel, Tom Slack. | 
Brandt and his attorney, Milton) 
Weisman, may follow if necessary, 
or the Hughes reps may come, 
east. In any event, Brandt is| 
pushing for a settlement of the| 
situation within 10 days. 

Still to be obtained is approval 
of the Securities & Exchanges | 
Commission for the deal, which | 
would entail payment by Trans- 
Lux of something over $7,000,000 
to Hughes at the rate of about $8) 
a share for his 929,000 shares, rep- 
resenting a 24% interest. 

SEC has so far withheld its nod, 


(Continued on page 22) 


FBI RECOVERS SEVEN 
‘HOT’ 16M PRINTS 


Investigation by the Federal Bu- 
reau of Investigation has led to the 
recovery of 16m prints of five fea- 
tures and two shorts which were 
being illegally marketed, it was ' 
disclosed in New York yesterdy | 
(Tuesday). Trail of the “hot” prints | 





began in Kansas City and led to |} 


Oregon and Virginia, where they 
were recovered and turned over tu 
Sargoy & Stein, special counsel | 
for the major distributors in copy- 
right matters, for return to their. 
resnective owners. 

Metro’s “Three Men in White” 
was found in Vale, Ore., and its | 
“Dangerous Partners” 
mouth, Va., where _ 20th-Fox’s | 
“Junior Miss’ and Columbia's 
“Talk About a Lady,” “Honeymoon | 
Blues” and “Caméra Digest” aso 
were recovered. Columbia’s “Bed- 
— Story” was found in Norfolk, 

ae. 


Len Goldstein to Coast 


Leonard Goldstein, Unpiversal-. 
International producer, left for the | 
Coast yesterday (Tuesday), after a 
five- day visit, to start rolling with 

“A Prince Who Was a Thief” and 
“Up Front With Mauldin.” His 
schedule after these includes “Re- 
union in Reno” and “Francis Goes 
to the Races.” 

Goldstein was in N.Y. for a rgund 
of promotional events in connection 
with the campaign on “Sleeping 
City,” which opens at the N. Y. 
Paramount Sept. 20, 





Howard + 





Brandt’s 2-a-Day Vow 


Should Harry Brandt suc- 
ceed in present negotiations 
to acquire control of the RKO 
circuit from Howard Hughes, 
it well might mean return of 
two-a-day vaude to the Palace, 
N. Y. Brandt has long had a 
conviction that he could suc- 
cessfully restore RKO’s Broad- 
way showcase to its former 
glory as the _ nation’s top 
vaudery, and vows he'll try it 
if he gets control. 

Brandt feels he can get a 
weekly bigleague layout for 
the Palace at $12,000 to $14.- 
000 a week and show a profit. 
House for the past 15 months 
has been playing acts plus 
first-run lower-case pix on a 
grind basis at a combined 
budget of somewhere around 
$4,000. Grosses have been 
ranging from about $16,000 to 
$25,000, permitting reasonable 
profits. 


Frankovich Raps 
Sourgrape Yank 








International trade 
Ww 


producers, upon returning to the | 


. S. from abroad, would exercise | theatre, Hastings, 
more caution in comments about | Making 











USING UP COIN 
IN ANGLO COOLER: 


Most 
new 


important aspect of the | 
Anglo-U. S. films agreement 


; seen by the majors and indies who 
| stamped it with the Yank okay last | 
| week is that it undoubtedly means 
| the end of frozen coin in England. 


| At least during the one-year 


| Oct. 


pe- 
riod of the agreement, terminating 
1, 1951, the combination of 
guarantee, bonuses and uses for 


| blocked funds is seen as insuring 


| 


there’ll be nothing left in the deep | 
| freeze. 


Only minor changes in wording | 
{to assure clarification of intention 
are being asked by the Americans 


|in the draft which was received 





in the U. S. last week. Otherwise, 
pact has won approval of both the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
and the Society of sda ad 
Motion Picture Producers. 

Switches in language neneR, 
sought will be handled via corre- 
spondence with the British Board 
of Trade. There is expected to 
be no difficulty in achieving them 
and the pact should have final 
signatures on it prior to its Oct. 
1 effective date. 

Agreement admittedly leaves 
| Many questions unanswered, which 


(Continued on page 17) 


Brandt Labels 5006. 
Stockholder Action 
Just a Nuisance Suit 


That $500,000 stockholders’ ac- 
| tion tossed at Harry Brandt and, 





| others by a group of security hold- | 


1 ers 
‘labeled by Brandt as a 
| suit.” 
;Ssupreme court last Thursday 


of Trans-Lux Theatres is | 
“nuisance | 
The action, filed in N. Y. | 


(7), | 


'charges that Brandt and others, as | 


| trustees in the dissolution of Sher- 


ould benefit considerably if U. S.|0f the Embassy theatre, 


| brooke Realty, engineered the sale 
| of Sherbrooke properties in up- 
istate N. Y. to Trans-Lux at costs 
far in excess of values. 

Complaint alleges. that Brandt | 
and co-defendants Milton C. Weis- | 
fon William M. Girden, Allan | 

Fromme and David Greenfield in- | 


relations | duced the Trans-Lux acquisition | 


Dobbs | 
and the Hastings | 
N. Y., without | 
it known to Trans-Lux | 


retry, NN. Ys 





Profits 


Tax May Up Net of Major Cos. 


+ 





ws 


What a Lady! 

Rags-to-riches saga in a 
new version was incorporated 
unintentionally this week in 
the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America’s title registration re- 
port. Listing similarities to a 
new picture-tag registered by 
Metro, “That Was No Lady,” 
the registration bureau also 
printed in the following order. 

“That Ain’t No Lady,” “Al- 
most a Lady” and “She Was a 








| nets for 


Reports on major companies’ 
1950 may be materially 


improved by the threat of a fed- 


|eral excess profits tax. If 1950 is 
| to be included as one of the base 


years for figuring excess profits,”° 
companies will attempt to exclude 
all potential writeoffs in their an- 
nual statements so as to present 
the highest possible nets. 

In the event the tax does not 
materialize or 1950 is not in- 


| cluded as a base year, companies 


Lady.” | will revert to their normal pro- 
a cedure. Some take only those 
| writeoffs ordinarily dictated by 


20th's $1,500,000 
Budget Average 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

While common necessities are 
going up, production costs at 20th- 
Fox are going down. They’re 
down to a level of $1,500,000 per 
“A” production, except in cases 
like “The Black Rose,” which cost 
over $3,600,000 in being filmed 
| abroad with frozen coin. 

Lineup of recent 20th-Fox pic- 
tures shows a tendency to keep 
within the dition vendo halt 
budget. For example, “Rawhide” 
icost $1,350,000; “I'll Get By,” 
| $1,495,000; 
000, and “All About Eve,” $1,451,- 
\000.” All of them were enacted 
by top-salaried personnel. 


‘SUNSET’ LOOKS TO 
MUSIC HALL RECORD 


With “Sunset Boulevard” 





ex- 


| pected to finish its fifth (current) 


week at Radio City Music Hall 
with $134,000, the Gloria Swanson 
starrer seems assured of toppling 
the former 


business prudence, while others 


| have been in the process of put- 


|ting on their balance sheets all 
| possible losses in order to clear 
the slate for a better financial re- 
port next year. 

Writeoffs are normally taken on 
anticipated picture losses, inven- 
tories, values of real estate, story 
properties and numerous. other 
items. There is a wide variance in 
how much is knocked off each 
year, determined partially by ac- 
counting discretion and practice, 
tax questions, Internal Revenue 
Bureau rules and,the aims of com- 
pany execs. 

Top financial. men with the ma- 


_jors are still in the dark as to what 


awaiting presently pending 
“The Jackpot,” $1,135,- | 


course to follow for ’50. They are 
tax 
legislation. This is almost certain 
to call for the excess profits tax— 


as in the case of World War II— 


| but reports vary on what the base 
| period may be. 


| 


Base period is the one on which 


| comparisons are made with current 


five-week mark at the) 


revenues to determine how much 
is in excess of normal. During the 
last war it was 1936-39 inclusive. 
Reports now have it likely to be 
1947-50, 1946-49 or 1947-49. 


Air, of course, is to show highest 
possible profits for the base period, 
so there’s a more favorable com- 
parison with current earnings. 


Hall and come close to the all-| FiJm companies generall 

S : y favor 
time record of $1,203,000 if it including 1946 and leaving out 
should go seven stanzas. “Sunset 


five sessions as against $789,000 for 
“Notorious,” registered in 1946. | 
RKO release continued on eight 
_ weeks to hit $1,189,000. 


“Sunset” may run seven weeks | 


their counterparts in foreign lands, | that they were Sherbrooke trus- | although a commitment will not be | 


week. He observed some Ameri- 


Mike Frankovich said in N. Y. last | tees. 


Brandt controls Trans-Lux. 
Brandt said Monday (11) the ac- | 


' morrow (Thurs.). 


| made until after the first four days | 
| of the sixth round, which starts to- | 
The seven-week 


| 


| 1950, while 1 i : 
looks to reach $790,800 in the first | arge industrial firms, 


such as General Motors, have been 
| lobbying for the reverse. 


Ul BUYS 140 ACRES 
IN EXTENDING STUDIO 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 





'to make a deal in either production | just have to disprove whatever 





can producers too often openly tion is no cause for great concern | 
criticize European pixmakers, par-| to him. “In my opinion it is noth- 
ticularly because they were unable | ing but a nuisance suit and we'll 


or distribution. | they (the plaintiffs) are trying to 
Active in indie production in prove,” he stated. 


Italy the past two years, Franko-| The complaining stockholders, 
vich said he found numerous Ital-| including Jerome B. Ross, state | 


,ian4producers plenty riled over un-| that Sherbrooke was dissolved in| 


friendly statements made by Amer- | 1948 with the sale of the theatres 
'icans who were not capable of rec- 


‘total would bring pic close to the | 


New slogan at Universal-Inter- 
record made by RKO's “Bells of | national is “Movies Are Covering 
St. Mary’s’ in its nine weeks,| More Territory Than Ever.” In 
opening in 1945 and carrying | keeping with that idea the com- 
through the Christmas-New Year’s| Pany has bought a tract of 140 
holiday to 1946. “Bells” had the | acres in San Fernando Valley ad- 
benefit of upped scale, extra shows Joining the film lot, making a total 
and the annual Xmas stageshow of 38L acres, the widest spread 
for the holiday frame. ever rounded up by one studio in 

“Sunset,” Paramount release, is connected acreage. Deal was 


in Ports-| 


ognizing problems in Italian indus- | of $200,000. 


try operations. 


completed, 
‘for This,” 
three global points. His company, 
'Venus Productions, made the Pic | 
| ture in Italy in association with | 
| John and James Woolf of ao 
| and Joseph Kaufman of 

wood. Rights to the Th lg shot | 
‘in both English and Italian ver- 
sions, will be shared on the basis | 
of the Western Hemisphere 


(Continued on page 22) 


including “I'll Get You | 


Robert Siodmak To 





which has stampings of the houses. 


to. 


| 


| 
{ 


Direct de Rochemont Pic 


Robert Siodmak has been signed 
to direct Louis de Rochemont’s 
next feature, “Whistle at Eaton 
Falls,” for Columbia release. The 
director arrived in N. Y. yesterday 


'(Tues.) for script and casting con-| 


ferences with de Rochemont. 

The two will choose actual loca- 
tions in New England next week 
for the pic, which marks Siodmak’s 
‘first in the east. It concerns a 
| labor leader who prevents his com- 
munity from becoming a_ ghost 
town. Production starts at the end 
of September, Robert Lantz of the 
Gale agency 
Siodmak. 


i/new setup Richard Johnston, 


to Trans-Lux at a price in excess | 
They charge the 
|}amount was about twice what it 


Frankovich has two pix nearly | should have been and Trans-Lux 


has lost money since on operating 
This, they charge, en- 
titles them to damages of $500,000. 


| 


PAR STREAMLINES = 
WITHOUT SLASHING 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 


New streamlined efficiency policy 
was adopted on the- Paramount lot 
without eliminating. any depart- 
ments or personnel. Under the 
as 
executive production manager, will 
be in charge of all departments 
directly engaged with motion pic- 
ture production. This includes the | 
editing and music departments, | 
which have hitherto been ane 
orders from the front office. 





Y. Frank Freeman and his aides, : 


‘Sam Briskin and Jack Karp, will 


be responsible for all plant and 
studio operations not directly con- 


‘cerned with actual filming. These 


five departments and their heads 
are: special engineering, 
Ryder; plant managment, 


Hilton; industrial relations, Ted 


set the deal for, Leonard; legal staff, Sidney Justin, 


‘and comptroller, M. H. Simpson. 


Loren | 
A. B.! 


beating the five-week marks of 
“Anna and King of Siam” (20th), 
registered in 1946, the total made 
by “In Good Old Summertime” 
(M-G) last year and “Father of 
' Bride” (M-G) hung up recently. 
Current week of “Sunset” is the 
first one in which the weekly gross 
beg, dipped below $161, 000. 
While “Sunset” is breaking 


swung by Nate Blumberg, UI 
president, who explained: 

“By this move we not only as- 
sure ourselvfes of elbow room for 
anticipated growth, but we will 
also be enabled to make substan- 
tial savings in production costs 


‘over the years in the elimination 
of costly location trips for filming 


records in major cities, it is doing | 
| below average in a number of) 


minor openings. Feeling by Par 


execs is that it is a pic that must | 


be. keyed by publicity and exploi- 


tation and that it is impossible, no | 
matter how big a job is done, to 


reach through the sticks. Par is 
attempting to counteract this by 
preparing new ads to be used by 
small town houses. 





‘Wednesday’ Coming Up | 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
After two years on the shelf, the 
Harold Lloyd starrer, “Mad Wed- 
nesday,” 


ard Hughes has ordered a press 
preview date, indicating the pic- 
ture’s early release. 

Film, once known as “The Sin 


of Harold Diddlebock,” has been, 
on ice ever since its lone pre-re-, 
‘lease showing in Florida. 


outdoor pictures.” 





Indie Joe Kaufman 
Opening N. Y. Office 


Indie producer Joseph Kaufman, 
who made the Ava Gardner-James 
Mason ‘Pandora and the Flying 


Dutchman” and George Raft- 
Coleen Gray “I'll Get You For 
This” abroad this year, is open- 


| ing a N. Y. office for talent and 


is coming out into the) 
open under the RKO banner. How- | 


with Michael 
Kaufman 


story properties, 
Mindlin, Jr., in charge. 
‘is returning to N. Y. on the Ile 
‘de France Sept. 27. No release 
has been set on the Raft pic yet, 
while Metro will handle “Pandora.” 
Mindlin, last season on the pro- 
duction staff of the “We, the Peo- 
ple” airer, will be Kaufman's per- 
‘sonal assistant. He left N. Y. yes- 
‘'terday (Tues.) for the Coast to 
work on screenplay of a new mys 
tery, “Sudden Fear,” with scripter 
‘Allen Vincent. Kaufman is to film 








PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 
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LA Loaded With H.0’s, Biz Down: 


‘Own’ Sturdy $43,500; ‘Rose’ Oke 326 


Tea’ 266, ‘Louisa’ 166, All 2d Wks. 


+ 





Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 


Biz pace is leveling off following | 


very satisfactory Labor Day week, 
with all situations now in holdover. 
“Our Very Own,” which started its 
second week vesterday (Mon.), hit | 
stout $43,500 on initial week in two 
theatres. 
Second week of “Black Rose” | 
was off to about $32,000 in five} 
spots, but still is sturdy. “Sunset 
Boulevard” is shaping to get nice 
$26,000 in two Paramount houses 
in third time around, while the 
same expected for second round of 
“Tea for Two” in three locations Is 
rated mild. Other ‘extended-run 
bills are thin. 
Estimates for This Week 
Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, | 
Lovola, Wilshire (FWC) (2,097; 2,-| 
048; 1.719; 1,248; 2.296; 60-$1)—| 
“3lack Rose” (20th) (2d wk). Okay 
$.2.000. Last week, great $66,000. 
dollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(VB) (2,756: 1,757; 2,344; 60-$1)— 
‘Tea for Two” (‘WB) (2d wk). 
Down to mild $26,000. Last week, 
strong $50,400. 
wew's State, Egyptian (UA) (2.- 
404: 1.538: 60-$1)—‘Petty Girl” , 
(Col) (2d wk). Slim $13,000. Last | 


week, $18,600. 

Hillsireet, Pantages (RKO) (2,- 
850: 2.812: 50-$1)—“Our Very 
Own” (RKO) (2d wk). Started yes- 
terday (Mon.). Last week, stout 
$42,500. 

?.es Angcles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 40-$1) 
“Sunset Boulevard” (Par) (3d 
wk). Nice $26,000. Last week, 
$36,500. 

Orpheum, Hawaii (Metropolitan) 


(2.210; 1,106; 50-$1)—‘‘Convicted” 
(Col) and “Fighting Redhead” | 
(EL) (2d wk). Slow $12,000. Last 


week, dull $18,000. 

United Artists, Ritz, Vogue, Stu- 
dio City, Culver (UA-FWC) (2,100; 
1.370; 885; 880; 1,145; 60-$1)— 
“Louisa” (U) and “Timber Fury” | 
(EL) (2d wk). Down to $16,000. 
Last week, fair $22,200. 


Four Star (UA) ‘900; 60-$1)— 
“Since Went Away” (SRO) and 
“T'll Be Seeing You” ‘SRO) (tre- 


issues) (3d wk). About $1,000. Last 
week, mild $1.500. 


‘Station’ Stalwart 136, 
Buff; ‘Rose’ Okay 206, 
‘Mcon’ Lofty at $15,000 


Buffalo, Sept. 12. 
Best showing being made here | 
this week is “Union Station,” which 
looms great at the Center. ‘‘Desti- 
nation Moon” also shapes fast at 
Century while. “Black Rose” did 
okay at the Buffalo in nine days. | 
“Fancy Pants” continues good in 
second Paramount round. | 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo ‘(Loew’s) (3.500; 40-70)— ! 
“Summer Stock” (M-G). Opened | 
Sunday (10). Last week, “Black | 
Rose” (20th), okay $20,000 in 9 
days. 
Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— | 
“Fancy Pants” (Par) (2d wk) and 
“Motor Patrol’ (Lip). Off to good 
$9.000. Last week, “Pants” alone, | 
sucko $19,000. 
Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70) —,| 
“Union Station” (Par). Great $13,-) 
090 or near. Last week. “Kiss | 
Tomorrow Goodby” (WB) (2d wk), | 
$7 .500. 
Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— | 
“Desert Hawk” (U) and ‘Rookie | 





| “Sunset 
i “New 


“STOCK’-VAUDE GIANT 


+ 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





This Week . .. $555,700 
(Based on 18 theatres.) 
Last Year . $633,000 
(Bas.d on 18 theatres.) 


‘Pants Brisk 176, 


Leader in Prov. 


Providence, Sept. 12. 
“Fancy Pants” is doing very well 
in second week at Metropolitan, 
what is usually a se-so house on 
grosses after lively opening round. 
Also big on holdover are Majestic’s 








“Black Rose” and State’s “Summer | 


Stock.” “Saddle Tramp” at Albee, 
standout newcomer, looks nice. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Saddie Tramp” (U) and “Madness 
of Heart” (L). Nice $11,000. Last 
week, “Born To Be Bad” (RKO) 
and “Bunco Squad” (RKO), strong 
$12,000. 


Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 25-65)— 
“The Avengers” treissue) and 
vaude on stage. Fair $6,000. Last 


week, “Sunset In West” (Rep) and 
vaude, neat $7,500. 


Majestic ‘Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Black Rose” (20th) and ‘“Hi- 
Jacked” (Rep) (‘2nd wk). Fine 
$12,000. First week was_ solid 

' $15,000. 


Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 


65)—“Fanev Pants” (Par) and 
“Triple Trouble” (Par). Second 
week started Saturday (9). First 


‘round was very lively $17,000. 


State (Loew) 
“Summer Stock” 
Good $10,500. 
$16,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—"“Admiral Was Lady” ‘UA) and 
“When You're Smiling” (Col). 
Opened Monday (11). Last week, 

Boulevard” (Par) and 
Pioneers” (Par) (2nd wk), 
so-so $7,000. 


(3.200; 44-65)— 
(M-G) (2nd wk). 
Last week, sweet 





$30,000, LEADS WASH. 


Washington, Sept. 12. 
Biz is surprisingly steady after | 
the Labor Day boom, thanks to 
hefty draw of several first-runs. | 
“Summer Stock” with vaude will | 
top the town at Loew's Capitol, | 
where trade is best in months. 
“Sunset Boulevard” at the Wainer, 
is hefty, but not up te hopes. 
“Louisa” at RKO Keith's is pleas-, 
ant. i 
Estimates for This Week | 
Capitol ‘Loew’s) (2,434; 44-85)— 
“Summer Stock” (M-G) plus vaude. | 
Howling $30.000, best here in 
months. Last week, “Mystery 
Street” (M-G) plus “Going Native” 
revue onstage, fine $24,000. 
Columbia ‘Loew’s) (1,200; 44-74) 
—‘‘Shakedown” (U). Husky $7.500 





9 boosting trade at all first-runs cur- 


i 
} 
' 
| 


} 
| 





| close, 
| Lady” (UA) and “The Showdown” | 


‘Pants’ Hot $12,000 In 





for first-run in this small-seater. | 
Last week, “Broken Arrow” (20th) | 


Fireman” (U). Okay $10,000. Last|‘m.o.), big $7,000 in third con-!' 
| secutive midtown week. 


week, “Petty Girl” (Col) and “For- | 
b.dden Jungle” (Col), fine $12,500. | 

Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40-| 
70:—"Designation Moon” (EL) and | 
“i Killed Geronimo” (EL). Fast 
at $15,000. Last week, “White 


Tower” (RKO) and “Tarzan Slave | “Lo 


Girl” (RKO), $12,000. « 





Carson Lifts ‘Lonely’ 


Okay $14,000 in Balto 


Baltimore, Sept. 12. | 


With most of the downtown sec- 
tor on holdover of last’ week’s 
strong holiday entries, trade has | 
slowed down a bit. 


| wk), big $10,000, 
| day. 


| 


i*Black Rose” (20th) (2d wk). Okay 


A bad weather | 


Metropolitan (Warner) (1,163; 
44-74)—"‘Tea for Two” (WB) ‘m.o.). 
Nice $6,000. Last week, ‘“Con- 
victed” (Col), firm $7,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80) — 
uisa” (U). Good $10,000. Last 
week, “Our Very Own” tRKO) (2d 
hypoed by holi- 
(2.370; 44-74)— 


Palace (Loew's) 


($14,000 after sock $25,000 last 


week. 

—"“Panic in Streets’ (20th) (5th 
| final wk). 
000 last week. 


Warner (WB) 


Okay $4,000 after $5,-| 


Playhouse (Lopert) (485; 50-85) | 


Rose Sockeroo 


‘Rose’ Rich $35,000, Aces 
In Denver; ‘Words’ 196 


Denver, Sept. 12._ 
Rain and cool weather here is 


rently. “Black Rose” is sockeroo 
at Denver, Esquire and Tabor to 
give this three-house combo its 
biggest session in months. “Three 
Little Words” looks smash at Or- 
pheum, while “711 Ocean Drive”’ 
looms great in four spots. ‘Rose 
is holding over in two theatres and 


moving to Rialto also. “Words” also | 
‘is holding while “Pants” will stay | 
‘a third at the Denham. | 


Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“711 Ocean Drive” (Co!) and “‘Side- 





show” (Mono), day-date with Par- 
amount. Rialto, Webber. Big $4.- 
000. Last week, “Saddle Tramp” 
‘U) and “Trial Without Jury” (Rep), 
$5.000. 

Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 35- 
74)—"Summer Stock” (M-G). Rous- 
ing $13,000, and holds. Last week, | 
“Happy Years” (M-G), $6,000. 

Denham ‘Cockrill) (1.750; 35-74) | 
—"Fancy Pants” (Par) ‘(2d wk). 
Fairly good $11.000 or close. Last 
week, big $14.500. 

Denver ‘Fox) (2.525; 35-74)—| 
“Black Rose” (20th) and “Was 
Shoplifter” (U), day-date with Ta- 
bor, Esquire. Sock $23,000, and ts 
holding. Last week, “Broken Ar- 

(Continued on page 24) 








$40,000 Tops Det. 


Detroit, Sept. 

Pacing the field this session is 
“Black Rose,’ which is socko at 
the Fox. Elsewhere takings are. 
largely on_ disappointing _ side. 
“Saddle Tramps’. looks okay at 
United Artists. “Sunset Boule- 
vard,” after a nifty two weeks at 
the Michigan, is still clicking on 
Madison moveover. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox ‘Fox-Detroit) (5.000; 70-95) 
—‘Black Rose” (20th). Smash $40,- 
000. Last week, “Broken Arrow” 
(20th) (2d wk). Great $28.000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,- 
000; 70-95)—"“‘Tea for Two” (WB). 
Fair $16,000 or over. Last week, 
“Sunset Blvd.” (Par) (2d wk), fancy 
$18,000. 

Palms (UD) (2.900: 70-95)—*‘Kiss 
Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB) (2d wk) 


Trim $10,000. Last week, wow 
$18,000. 
United Artists (UD) (2,000: 70- | 


95\—"Saddle Tramp” and “Rookie | 
Fireman” (Col). Okay $8.000 or} 
Last week, “Admiral Was | 
(UA), $5,000. 

Adams ‘Balaban) (1.700; 70-95)— 


“Three Little Words” «M-G) (4th 
wk), Oke $10,000. Last week, 
$13,000. 


Downtown (Balaban) (2,900: 70- | 
95) — “Summer Stock” ‘M-G) (2d! 
wk). Par $6,000. Last week, okay | 
$8,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800: 70-95) —/' 
Trim $5,000 for third week down- 
town. Last week, ‘Alcatraz’ (WB) 
and “San Quentin” (WB) (reissues), | 
$3,500. 





| 


K.C.; ‘Heaven’ Nice 136, 
‘Kiss’ Rousing $12,500 


Kansas City, Sept. 12. 

Biz at first-runs here continues 
good. Weather is excellent for 
third week after an unusually wet 
summer. “Fancy Pants” is great at 
Paramount. Loew's Midland, hold- | 
ing over “Summer Stock,” looms 
swell. RKO Missouri is going to 
solid total with “Kiss Tomorrow 
Goodbye.” Fox Midwest trio combo 
has “My Blue Heaven,” and shapes | 
strong. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550: 50-75)— 
“Dedee” (EL). Doing average $2,- | 
000. Last week, “Man About Town” 
(Indie) and “Golden Twenties” | 
(RKO) (2d wk), big $2,200. 

Midland ‘Loews) (3,500: 
“Summer Stock” (M-G) 


45-65)— | 
(2d wk). | 


Great $14,000. Last week, smash | 


(2,164; 44-74) —, 


break on the all-important week-| “Sunset Boulevard” (Par). Smash | 
| $18,000, well above house average, | 


end made for an added assist in 


the slump. Of the repeaters, “Black | 


Rose” and “Fancy Pants” loom 


best. Mindy Carson heading stage- | 


show will help “In a Lonely Place” 
to an okay round at the Hipp. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century ‘Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)\—“Crisis” (M-G). Rather mild 
7,000. Last week, “Summer Stock” 
(M-G) big $20,200 in 9 days. 
Hippodrome ‘Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-80)—"In Lonely Place” (Col) 


plus vaude headed by Min‘y Car- 


(Cantinved an nage 24) 


|in day-and-date with Ambassador 
company’s nabe. However, not up 
to record-breaking hopes. Last 
; week, “Tea for Two” (WB) 
| $17,000. 





Ciney Tent’s Rassling Show 
Cincinnati. 
| Variety Club Tent 3 will stage 


‘and “Four Days’ 


$20,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2.650: 45-65) — 
“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB) 
Leave” (FC).| 
Solid $12,500. Last week, “Born to | 
Be Bad’ (RKO) and “Federal | 


|Man” (EL), $11.000. 


j 
{ 
‘ 
| 


| Cincy’s first $5 top all-star wres- , 


tling show Sept. 13 in Music Hall 
for benefit of its foundling fund. 
Grapplers include Don Eagle, Ar- 
gentinea Roeen and Gene Stanlee. 


Paramount (United Par) (1,900; | 
45-65)—“Fancy Pants” (Par). Great | 


' $12,000. Last week, “Sunset Boule- | 


vard” (Par) (2d wk), hot $8,000. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox | 
Midwest) (2.100; 2,043: 700; 43-65) 
—‘My Blue Heaven” (20th). Strong 
$13,000 or over. Last week, 
“Black Rose” (20th), terrific $22,- 
000 in 8 days. 





| 


| progress currently, and influx of 


| Stock” (M-G), strong $12,000. 


' $4,500. 


‘Big $9,000 or near. Last week, also 


| “Faney 





Key- City Grosses’ 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $2,472,000 
(Based on 2! cities, 199 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 
ing N. Y ) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year .......$2,804,000 
(Based on 24 cities and 205 
theatres. ) 





Rose’ Best Bet ; 
In L’ville, $12,000 


Louisville, Sept. 12. 

Trade is brisk this week, with | 
product better than it has been on 
tap in downtown houses for some 
time. Kentucky State Fair is in 








rural visitors is helping first-runs. | 
“Black Rose” at Rialto looks big. | 
“In Lonely Place” and “Lady 
Without Passport” at the State teed 
off briskly, and should be okay. | 
“Cariboo Trail” at the Strand, get- | 
ting boost from _ vocalist-organ 
combo on stage. Cool weather is 
helping all spots. 
Estimates for This Week 
Mary Anderson (People’s) ‘1,000; 
45-65)—“‘Tea for Two” (WB) (2d } 
wk), Good $6,000 looked for after 
last week’s big $10,000. 
Rialto (Fourth Avenue) 
45-65)—“‘Black Rose” :(20th). 


(3,000; | 
Got | 


(‘off to a zoomy start, and indica- | 


Last 
$13,- | 


tions point to lusty $12,000. 
week, “Fancy Pants” (Par), 
000, and m.o. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“In Lonely Place” (Col) and “‘Lady 
Without Passport” ‘(G-M). Oke 
$9.000 looms. Last wéek, “Summer | 


Strand (FA) (1,200; 45-65)— 
“Cariboo Trail” (20th) and “Lonely 
Hearts Bandit” (Rep). Satisfactory 
$5,000. Last week, Furies” (Par), 





PANTS’ PACING PORT., 
$16,000; ‘ROSE’ 96, 2D 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 12. 
Biz is perking up surprisingly 
this week, with nice product help- 
ing. “Fancy Pants” at Oriental and 
Orpheum is standout with smash 
total. “Foreign Legion” at Broad- 
way looks fine. ‘Black Rose’’ is 
big on second Paramount week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,850; 50-85) | 
—‘A. & C. in Foreign Legion” ‘U) 
and “Great Jewel Robber” (WB). 
Fine $12,000 in 8 days. Last week, 
“Happy Years” (M-G) and ‘Mystery 
Street” (M-G), okay $8,500. 
Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 50- 
85)—‘‘Fancy Pants’? (Par) and 
“Snow Dog” (Mono), day-date with 
Orpheum. Torrid $6,500. Last 
week. “Black Rose’* (20th) and 
“David Harding” (Col) (2d wk). | 
Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 40- 
85)—“‘Fancy Pants” (Par) = and 
“Snow Dog” (Mono), also Oriental. 
Terrific $9,500. Last week, “Panic 
In Streets” (20th) and “Triple | 
Trouble” ‘Mono); $7,609. 
Paramount (FEvergreen) (3,400; 
50-85)—“‘Black Rose” (20th) 
“David Harding (Col) (2nd 


and | 
wk). | 


Oriental, $13,700. 

United Artists (Parker) (890: 50- 
85)—‘"‘Three Little Words” ‘(M-G) 
(3rd wk). Sock $7,000. Last week, 


$8,500. 





‘Rose’ Terrif in Toronto 
At $17,000; ‘Pants’ 16G, 2d. 


Toronto, Sept. 12. 

With several strong films on 
deck, biz is generally good this 
week. “‘Black Rose” at two houses 
tops the newcomers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (20th) (1,059; 955; 698; 694; | 
33-57)—"‘Cariboo Trail” (20th) and | 
“David Harding” (Col). Healthy | 
$13,000. Last week, “Side Street” | 
(M-G) and “Devil's 
(Col), $14,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 
Pants” (Par) (2nd wk). 
Still big‘ at $16,000. Last week, 
$22,500. 


Henchman” 


| 


“Duchess of Idaho” (M-G) (2nd 
(Continued on page 24) 


| week. 


{“Woman on Pier 13” 
| “Destination 


\“Black Rose” 


.and “In Lonely Place” (Col). 


‘Louisa’ Lush $10,000 in Lagging Mpls.: 
Grable-Dailey Fine 146, 


Rose 8G, 2d 


Minneapolis, Sept. 12. 

There are only two major new- 
comers but both have what it takes 
at the boxoffice. The nice pair are 
“Louisa” and “My Blue Heaven.” 
former being especially sock at 
Orpheum. The Betty Grable-Dan 
Dailey starrer at Radio City also 
looks big despite usual post-holi- 
day dip. Standout holdover is “The 
Black Rose,” in second State 
round, Biz elsewhere is lagging. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70) 
“Fancy Pants” (Par) (m.o.). Here 
after fine Radio City initial stanza, 
this one continues to cash in on 
Bob Hope’s big local popularity. 
Good $5,000. Last week, “Sunset 
Boulevard” (Par) (3d wk), okay 
$4,000. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70) — 
“Sierra” (U) and “Savage Horde” 
(Rep). Mild $4,000. Last week, 
“The Furies” (Par) (2d wk), $3.500. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“My Blue Heaven” (20th). Well- 
liked picture with added boxoffice 


— 


| advantage of Betty Grable’s pres- 


Fancy $14,006 or over. Last 
“Fancy Pants” (Par), big 
$15,000. 


RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 35- 
70)—“‘Louisa” (U). First-rate ex- 
ploitation and heaps of critics and 
customers’ word-of-mouth praise 
boosting this one into the money, 
Good $10,000. Last week, “Born 
To Be Baa” (RKO), light $8,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,800; 35-70: — 
(RKO) and 
Murder” (RKO), 
Good $6,000. Last week, “711 
Ocean Drive” (Col) (2d wk), nice 


ence. 


| $5.500. 


State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—‘‘Black 
Rose’’(20th) (2d wk). This one has 
demonstrated surprising stren¢th 
Still doing fine with stout $8,000, 
tollowing big $14,000 first canto. 


World (Mann) (400: 50-85) — 
“Story of G. I. Joe” (Indie) ‘ree 
issue). Good $2,500. Last week, 


“Our Very Own” (RKO) (3d wk), 
okay $2.700. 





Pier 13’ Boosted By 


3 Suns, $20,000, Indols. 


Indianapolis, Sept. 12. 
Biz continues to show new-found 
strength at first-runs here. ‘“Wom- 
an on Pier” is drawing top coin 
at Circle with big assist from stage- 
show headed by Three Suns. ‘Black 
Rose” is leading straight-filmers 
with sturdy figure at the Indiana, 
Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2.800; 50- 
90)—“‘Woman On Pier 13” (RKO) 
with Three Suns, others onstage, 
Plump $20,000. “Last week, “Sun- 


set Boulevard” (Par) and “Golden 
| Twenties” (RKO), 
| 44-65¢ scale. 


Neat $11,500 at 


(3,300; 44-65)— 
(20th). Sturdy $12.- 
000. Last week, “Fancy Pants” 
(Par) and “Destination Big Heuse” 
(Rep), $13,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2.427: .44-65)— 
“Lady Without Passport” ‘(M-G) 
Oke 
“Summer 


Indiana ‘(G-D) 


$11,000. Last week, 


| Stock” (M-G), solid $14,500 in 9 


days. 
Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65)— 
“Where Sidewalk Ends” (20th) and 


, “San Antone Ambush” (Indie). Fair 


$5,000. Last week, “Beau Geste” 


| (Par) and “Lives of Bengal Lancer" 


(Par) (reissues), $6,000. 





‘Flame’ Torrid $7,000, 


Omaha; ‘Furies’ $10.500 
Omaha, Sept. 12. 

“Flame and Arrow” at the 
Brandeis looms nifty and “The 
Furies” at Orpheum also is strong 
to lead the town. Former caught 
on quickly with good reviews and 
fine - word - of - mouth. “Sunset 


| Boulevard” at the Paramount is a 


slight disappointment in the face 
of a big ballyhoo. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (RKO) (1.500; 16-65) — 
“Flame and Arrow” (WB). Strong 
$7,000. Last week, “Born To Be 
Bad” (RKO), $6,000. 
Orpheum (Tristates) 


(3,000; 16- 


'65)—“‘The Furies” (Par) and “Des- 


tination Big House” (Rep). Shapes 
good $10,500 or near, Last week, 


“Saddle Tramp” (U) and “Opera- 


tion Haylift’” (Lip), $10,800. 
Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
65)—"‘Sunset Boulevard’ (Par). 


| Below hopes at $10,000 although 

37-59)— reviews 

" jweek, “Fancy Pants” (Par), $11,- 
'500, and m.o. 


were excellent. Last 


State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65) — 


: rs *k) (M-G), 
Loew's (Loew) (2,096; 38-67)— Pn ihe yy Ra wk) ( 


$4,200. 


Last week, 
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Chi Still Strong; Rose Mighty 
$74,000, ‘Tea -Vaude Moderate 456, 
Kiss’-Torme Hep 48G; ‘Men’ 19G, 2d 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 
Post holiday let-up has failed to 
take the starch out of downtown 
business this frame, but heaviest 
trade revolves around holdovers. 
Topping the new card, “The Black 


Rose” at State-Lake, looks mighty | 


$24,000, with opening day gross of 
$5.500. 
Vaudfilm house entries, however, 


appear spotty. Clii¢ago newcomer, | 
“Tea for Two” with stageshow, has | 


fair $45,000 in sight. Oriental, with 
“Kiss ‘Tomorrow Goodbye” and 
Mel Torme topping stage bill, 
should rack up a good $48,000. 
Woods second-weeker,. “Broken 
Arrow” shapes stout $26,000. “The 
Men” holding over at the Grand 
should snag tall $19,000. United 
Artists carryover, “Summer Stock,” 
in second round, looks brisk $12,- 
000. “Saddle Tramp” and “A Kiss 
tor Corliss” hold steady at the 
Roosevelt at fast $10,000 in second 
week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Chicage (B&K) (3,000; 50-98)— 
“Tea for Two” (WB) with the Wiere 
Bros. topping vaude show. Modest 
$45,000. Last week, “Fancy Pants” 
(Par) (2d wk) and Victor Borge 
heading stageshow, solid $53,000. 
Grand (RKO) (1,200; 50-98)— 
“The Men” (UA) (2d wk). Fancy 
$17,000. Last week, $26,000. 
Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 50-98)— 
“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB) 
and Mel Torme onstage. Good 
$48,000. 
(20th) and Al Morgan 
stageshow (3d wk), $38,000. 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)—‘“In 
Foreign Legion’ (U) and ‘Rookie 
Fireman” (Col) (2d wk). Neat 
$10,000. Last week, $13,000. 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 


heading 


“Saddle Tramp” (U) and “A Kiss, 
Smart 


for Corliss” (UA) (2d wk). 
$10.000. Last week, $14.000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
—‘‘Black Rose” (20th). Mighty 
$24.000. 
(WB) (2d wk), $10,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1.700; 50- 
98\—"Summer Stock” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Fast $12,000. Last week, 


$19,000. 
Woods (Essaness) (1,073: 
“Broken Arrow” (20th) (2d 
$26,000. Last 


Excellent 
$ 40.000. 

(Indie) (587: 80)—‘Chil- 
dren of Paradise” (Indie) and “Ja- 


98)— 
wk). 
week, 


World 


maica Inn” (Par) (reissues). Tidy 
$3,800. Last week, “Ghost Goes 
West” (UA) and “Elephant Boy” 


(UA) (reissues) (4 days) plus “Chil- 
dren of Paradise” (3 days), $2,200. 





Holdovers Dim Frisco; 


Saddle’ Strong $15,000, 
‘Passport’ Okay $13,000 


San Francisco, Sept. 12. 

Six-hour Admission Day Cen- 
tennial parade that sloughed ma- 
tinee biz last Saturday is produc- 
ing a rather tepid session at first- 
runs this week. The fact that the 
city is loaded with holdovers also 
is hurting. Despite the offish tone, 
“Saddle Tramp” looms fine at the 
Orpheum. “Lady Without Pass- 
port” is barely okay at Golden 


Gate while most holdovers includ- | 
‘ Her | 
Own,” and ‘Fancy Pants” are way | 


ing “Black Rose,” “Life of 
off. “Louisa,” 
Steady 
Stanaa, 


Estimates for This Week 


/ however, looms 
in second United Artists 


_Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 60-. 
85! — “Lady Without Passport” | 


(M-G) and “Bunco Squad” (RKO). 
Just okay $13,000. Last week, “Our 


Very Own” (RKO) (2d wk). $9.500. | 
“ 60-95) —_ 

Black Rose” (20th) (2d wk), Down | 
to $10,000 in 5 days. Last week, | 


Fox (FWC) (4,651: 


sock $30,500. ’ 


Warfield (Loew's) (2,647: 60-85). 


(M-G) (2d 
Last week, 


—‘‘Life of Her Own” 
wk). Modest $11,500. 
Smash $20,500. 
‘ Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
‘Fancy Pants’ (Par) and = “Hi- 
Jacked” (Lip) (2d wk). Moderate 
$12.000. Last week, big $23,000. 
«ot: Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
‘Sunset Boulevard” (Par) (3d wk). 
Okay $10,000. Last week, boff 
$14.500. 

_Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,472; 55- 
B5) — “Saddle Tramp” (U) and 
Jungle Stampede” (Rep). Fine 
$15,000 or close. Last week, “Desert 
Hawk ‘U' and “Chain Gang” 
(Col), $14,500. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,- 
ea ay Ge (U) (2d roi 

2 Vv 
$12. 00 ,000. Last week, soc 


Stagedoor (Ackerman - Rosener) 
(Continued on page 24) 


,™ 








Last week, “‘Blue Heaven” ! 


Last week, “Pretty Baby” | 


— 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20° tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 








Legion Lusty 
$12,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, Sept. 12. 
Rain over weekend is_ being 
blamed by some for the slump in 
biz for current stanza but dearth 
jof new product appears mostly to 
i blame. City is nearly 100° hold- 
over. “Union Station” looks to do 
; Okay at big vaudfilm Earle which 
usuahly needs stage layout to get 
best results. “‘A. and C. in Foreign 
Legion” shapes lusty at Stanton. 
“Black Rose,” ‘“‘Life of Own” and 
“Summer Stock” loom as strongest 
of second-week holdovers. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1.303; 50-99)—“Life 
of Her Own” (M-G) (2d wk). Solid 
$15,000 after $18,000 in opener. 





} 


|newcomer at the Liberty. 


| 





j|—*“Life of Own” 


nicely this round as 


‘Life’ Lively $9,000 In 
Seattle; ‘Rose’ 106, 2d) 


Seattle, Sept. 12. 
After a satisfactory Labor Day 
week, several new pix are doing 
oldovers fare 
“Life of Her Own” is ace 
“Panic 
in Streets” is fairly good at Coli- 
seum. “Black Rose” still is great 
on second Fifth Avenue stanza. 
Estimates for This Week 
Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,877; 59- 
84)—‘‘Panic in Streets” (20th) and} 
‘Marshal of Heldorado” (Lip). |! 
Good $9,000. Last week, “Union | 
Station” (Par) and “I Killed Gero- 
nimo” (EL), 9 days, oke $10,300. 
Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,349; | 
59-84)—“Black Rose” (20th) and 
“When You're Smiling” (Col) (2d! 
wk). Great $10,000 after huge $18.- 
000 opener. 
Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 59-84) 
(M-G) and “Fun 
Big $9,000. Last week, | 


well. 





at Zoo” (U). 


| “Louisa” (U) and “Bunco Squad” | 
| (M-G), fine $9,500 in 9 days. 


} 
| 
| 
} 


j 


' §9-84)—"‘Fancy 


| Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—‘Tea , 


for Two” (WB) (2d wk). Mild $12,- 
000. Last week, okay $16,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)— 
|“Union Station” (Par). Okay $16,- 
000. Last week, “Bunco Squad” 
(RKO) plus Louis Armstrong, Sarah 
Vaughan onstage, hefty $27,000, 
| with stage-layout big draw. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—“Black 
Rose” (20th) (2d wk). Great $20.000 
or near. Last week, terrific $35,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200: 50- 
99)—“‘Sunset Boulevard” (Par) (3d 
wk). Down to $12,000. Last week, 
great $17,000. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) 
—‘‘Lady Without Passport” (M-G) 
(2d wk). 
$7,500. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“Summer Stock” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Holding okay at $20,000. Last week, 
sturdy $30,000. 

| Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
| 99) —"Three Little Words” (M-G) 

(3d wk). Still nice at $13,000 or 
| near. Last week, $17,500. 
| Stanley (WB) (2,950; 
| “Fancy Pants” (Par) (3d wk). 
' to $11,000, still profitable. Last 
week, $14,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-99)— 
|“A. & C. in Foreign Legion” (U). 
Sturdy $12,000 or close. Last week, 
“Shakedown” (U), $11,000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 50-99)— 
“Destination Moon” (EL) (4th wk). 
Nice $7,000. Last week, $8,000. 


H.0.’5 BOP PITT BUT 
STOCK’ NICE $13,500 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 12. 

Holdovers of holiday pictures 
dotting the first-run situation with 
one exception, the Warner, where 
“Happy Years” and “Shadow on 
| the Wall” are doing virtually noth- 
ing. Of the holdover pix, “Black 
Rose” at Harris and “Broken Ar- 
row” at Fulton are getting the best 
play, with “Summer Stock” okay 
at Penn. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 45-80)— 
| “Broken Arrow” (20th) (2nd wk). 
James Stewart picture still staying 
big at $10,000 on top of a smash 
$15,000 last week. May hold again. 

Harris (Harris) 
“Black Rose” (20th) (2nd wk). Will 
probably wind up _ stout 
Last week, terrific $18,000. 
| Penn (Loew’s) (3,300; 45-80)-— 
i “Summer Stock” (M-G) (2nd wk). 
Not too sharp a drop for Judy Gar- 
land-Gene Kelly starver. Nice $13,- 
500. Last week, big $21,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 45-80)— 
“Tea for Two” (WB) (2nd _ wk). 
Staying for only 4 days on h.o. for 


50-99)— 
Fell 





okay $7,000, Last week, nice 
$15,000. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 45-80)— 


“Happy Years” (M-G) and “Shadow 
on Wall” (M-G). Anemic $5,000. 
Last week, “Kiss Tomorrow Good- 
bye” (WB) (m.o.), satisfactory 
| $6,500. 








' dominate 


Slim $4,500. Last week,| 





(2.200; 45-80)— | ton 
; majors 


$9,000, | “Black Rose” at Met and 





Musie Box (Hamrick) (850; 59-84) | 
—“Our Very Own” (RKO) (2d wk). | 
Solid $6,000 after big $8,800 last | 
week. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 59- | 
84)—“3 Little Words” (M-G) (3d 


wk). Fine $7,500. Last week, $10,- 
500. 
Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600; 59-, 


84)—“‘Saddle Tramp” (U) and ‘‘Mu- 
sic and Moonlight” (Rep). So-so/| 
$7,000. Last week, ‘“‘Kiss Tomorrow 
Goodbye” (WB) and “Jungle Stam- | 
pede” (Rep), $9,900 in 9 days. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40-69) 
—“711 Ocean Drive” (Col) and 
“Kid from Texas” (U) (2d runs). | 
Good $5,000. Last week, “Sidewalk 


Bway Dips After Labor Day Wham: 


Holdovers Plentiful; ‘Sunset’ Eyes 
5-Week Record, ‘Rose -Symph 876, 2d 


With Broadway virtually 100% | 
holdover this week, business at) 
first-run theatres generally is off | 
sharply from Labor Day week's 
bullish session. It was the usual 
post-holiday dip but accentuated 
by a return of warm_ weather} 
ended by Sunday’s (10) rain. Tail- | 
end of the Florida hurricane cut | 
in Monday. (11) night. Trade! 
picked up considerably yesterday | 
(Tues.) and likely will today | 
(Wed.) because of the Jewish holi- 
days. Upbeat started yesterday 
afternoon at most houses. 

Still pacing the city is the Music | 
Hall although “Sunset Boulevard,” 
with the same stageshow, is in its} 
fifth week. Hall is heading for} 
$134,000, which makes $790,800 | 
for the first five weeks, Hall record | 


or a five-week run. Current stanza | 
is the first for “Sunset” to dip 
below $161,000 since it opened. 
“Black Rose,” with N.Y. Philhar- 
monic Symphony orchestra on the | 
stage, is running far below open- 
ing week at the Roxy, with big} 
$87,000 likely for this second} 
frame. 
rific $124,000 garnered 
week. Second week of “Summer | 





| Stock,” with Rosita Serrano, Noro|. 
—- ‘ "Hel Le F Phil | issue) (2d wk), held well at $5.500. 


Le Roy, 
strong | 


Morales band, Hal 
Foster onstage, continues 
with $65,000 at the Capitol. 

“Fancy Pants,” plus Carmen 


| possibly 
} 


This contrasts with a ter-| ‘ 
in first; one week. 


4 Evans, Alan Dale with the 
Sapphires onstage (3d-final wk). 
Second stanza ended last night 
(Tues.) slipped to $70,000, albeit 
very good, after sock $91,000 open- 
ing week. “Sleeping City” (U) due 
in Sept. 20. — 
Park Avenue (U) (583; 90-$1.50) 
—*‘‘Madeleine” (U) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing to about $7,000 after fine $8,- 
000 initial week. Continues. 
Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5.945; 80-$2.40)—‘“Sunset 
Boulevard” (Par) plus stageshow 
(5th wk). Shipped somewhat after 
Labor Day holidays but still doing 
sensationally at about $134,000, 
making $790,800 for first five 
weeks, ahead of previous high for 
such run by “Notorious” (RKO) in 


| 1946. Fourth round held to smash 


$161,000. Stays a sixth week and 
a ‘seventh. “Glass Me- 
nagerie” (WB) due in next. 
Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98) — 
“Strange Mr. Gregory” (Mono) and 
“Mystery of Mr. Wong” (Mono) 
(reissues). Not doing well at 
around $5,000, and staying only 
In ahead, “Bedeviled 
(Indie) and ‘Miracle 


Woman” 
y Stratosphere” (Indie) (re- 


From 


(UAT-Par) 
| $1.25)—“No Way Out” (20th) (5th 
| wk). Fourth session ended last 


Rivoli (2,092; 90- 


Ends” (20th) (2d ryn) and Cab Cal-| Cavallaro band topping stageshow, | night (Tues.) declined sharply but 


loway orch onstage, moderate $9,- | 
500 at 50c-$1 scale. 


Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; | 
Pants” (Par) and} 
(Col) (2d wk).}| 


week, great! 


“Rookie. Fireman” 
Oke $7,500. _ Last 
$14,300, 


‘Pants Powerful 








$14,000, St. Louis 


| $2.40) — “Red Shoes” 


St. Louis, Sept. 12. 

Turnstile activity at the main- 
stem houses was hypoed over 
weekend by intermittent rain and 
colder weather. Holdovers pre-| 
currently. However, | 
“Saddle Tramp” with “County| 
Fair’ shapes solid at the Fox and} 
“Fancy Pants’ finished its first | 
week at the Missouri with a big| 
total. Strongest holdover appears | 
to be “Black Rose,” great in second | 
round at the St. Louis. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75)—‘Tea | 
for Two” (WB) and “Federal Man” | 
{EL). Opened today (Tues.). Last | 


week, “Saddle Tramp” (U) and} days for okay $22,500 in 10 days. | 


“County Fair’ (Mono), solid $16,- 
500. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75) —) 
“Summer Stock” {M-G) (2d wk). 
Down to $15,000 following wow! 
$23,500 initial session. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500: 60-75)— 
“Fancy Pants” (Par) (2d wk) and | 
“Saddle Tramp” (U) (m.o.). Opened 
today (Tues.). Last week, “Fancy | 
Pants” (Par) and “Louisa” (U), big | 


$14,000. | 
St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 60-75)— | 
“Black Rose” (20th) and “Rock| 


Island Trail’ (Rep) (2d wk). Great | 


$14,000 after $20,000 first stanza. 

Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 60-75) —)| 
“Sunset Boulevard” (Par) 
(2d wk). Holding at $5,000 after 
opening ses.‘on of fine $6,500. | 


(m.o,) 


| 
' 


is holding at big $70,000 in second 
week at the Paramount. “Tea For 
Two,” with Gordon MacRae, Pa- 
trice Wymore, Alan Carney head- 
ing stage bill, shapes up for sturdy 
$48,000 in second round at Strand. 


“No Way Out” is slipping to 
$20,000, nice for fourth Rivoli 
weck, while “Treasure Island” 


continues stoutly with $21,000 for 
fourth round at the Mayfair. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 


—‘‘Edge of Doom” (RKO) (6th wk). | 


Down to $8,000 this round after 
$12,000 last week. Stays. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
(EL) (99th 


wk). Back in regular stride with 


- the | nice $5,000 after holidays pushed 
1; take up to $6,000 last week. Stays. | 
Capitol (Loew's) (4.820; 55-$1.50) | 


“Summer Stock” (M-G) with 
Rosita Serrano, Noro Morales orch, 
Hal Le Roy, Phil Foster topping 
stageshow (2d wk). Still doing 


| strong business with $65,000 likely 


this round after smash $86,000 
opening week, although below 
hopes. Stays a third. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
“Gilda” (Col) and “Platinum 
Blonde” (Col) (reissues). Opened 
yesterday (Tues.). Last week, 
“Shakdown” (U) held four extra 


—_— 


Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
—‘‘San Quentin” (WB) and “Alca- 
traz Island” (WB) (reissues) (2d 
wk). Off to around $8,000 after 
nice $15,500 opening week. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1.736; 
$1:20)—“‘Treasure Island” 
(5th wk). Fourth 


great $29,000 for third week. Con- 
tinues, with ‘“‘Louisa’’ (U) due to 
open next. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“Spy Hunt” (U) and vaude. Good 
$20,000 or near likely. Last week, 
“Cariboo Trail” (20th), with vaude, 
fancy $24,000. 


Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) | 


—‘‘Fancy Pants” (Par) plus Car- 
men Cavallaro orch, Jean Carroll, 





Hub Slowed by H.0.s; ‘Hawk’ $14,500, 
~ Rose’ Rich 216; ‘Stock’ 286, 2d Wks. 


Boston, Sept. 12. 
Only newcomer in town this ses- | 
sion is “Desert Hawk” at the Bos-| 
ton with okay stanza. All other 
are holding over with 
“Sum- 
mer Stock” at State and Orpheum 
holding up well. “Fancy Pants” at | 
Paramount and Fenway is off but | 
still oke in second round while | 
“Our Very Own” at Astor is not! 
bad in third week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 50-95) 
—“Our Very Own” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Neat $11,500 after nice 615,000 for 


second. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85)— 
“Desert Hawk” (U) and “It’s A 
Small World” (EL). Oke $14,500. 
Last week, “A & C in Foreign 
Legion” (U) and “Timber Fury” 
(EL), $14,000. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 





| 
“Fancy Pants” (Par) and ‘Modern 


Marriage” (Mono) (2d wk). Not bad 
$5,000. Last week, neat $7,000. 
Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Born To Be Bad” (RKO) (2d wk). 
About $8,000 for 3-day holdover 
after $18,000 for first week. 
Metropolitan (4,367; 40-85) — 
“Black Rose” 
Heart Bandit” (Rep) (2d wk). Still 


strong at $21,000 after smash $28,- 


000 for first. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85) 
—‘Summer Stock” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Off to about $17,000 following nifty 
$25,000 for opener. 


Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 


—‘Fancy Pants” (Par) and “Mod- 
ern Marriage” (Mono) (2d _ wk). 
Nice $10,500, Last week, $15,000. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Summer Stocks” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Neat $11,000. Last week, $17,000, 


50- | 
(RKO) | 
session ended | 
Monday (11) held to $21,000 after | 


(20th) and “Lonely | 


still nice at $20,000 after smash 
$30,500 for third week. Stays on. 


Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75) — 
“Black Rose” (20th) plus N. Y. 
Philharmonic Symphony orch on- 
stage (2d-final wk). Down sharply 
|from opening round though still 
| big at $87,000 or a bit under; first 
soared to terrific $124,000 but be- 
low expectancy. Initial week hit 
new Labor Day week high for 
house. Booked for two weeks only, 
| with “Blue Heaven” (20th) with 
Mindy Carson, Betty and Jane 
Kean, Mr. Ballantine, new iceshow 
| opening Friday (15). 
| State (Loew's) (3.450; 55-$1.50)— 
| “Three Little Words” (M-G) (6th 
wk). Fifth round ended last night 
(Tues.) slipped back to $16,000, 
still solid, after $23,000 for fourth 
week. Continues. 


| Strand (WB) (2,776; 55-$2) — 
| “Tea For Two” (WB) plus Gordon 
| MacRae, Patrice Wymore, Alan 
; Carney topping stage bill (2d wk). 
Off to sturdy $48,000 after big 
| $65,000 opening stanza, below ex- 
| Pectancy. Stays a third. 
Sutton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
“Winslow Boy” (EL) (15th wk). 
| Continues very profitable at $4,700 





| 
| 


| 


after $5,400 last week. Stays on, 
with “Trio” (Par) opening Oct. 10. 
| Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453- 
| 74-$1.50)---“‘Kind Hearts, Coronets” 
(EL) (r4th wk). Still fine with $5,- 
500 after $7,000 last round. Con- 
| tinues. 


Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.50) — “Our, Very Own” (RKO) 
(8th wk). Seventh session ended 
last night (Tues.) held to $9,000, 
still in ee. after stout $14,000 
last week. Holds indef. 





“Very Own’ Bright 176, 
| Cleve.; ‘Sunset’ $17,500; 
‘Rose’ Robust 126, 2d 


Cleveland, Sept. 12. 
Upsurge in key-house takes is 
bringing back managerial smiles. 
“Our Very Own” at Palace stepped 
out rapidly for a great showing. 
“Sunset Boulevard” is fine at State 
but not big enough to hold. “Black 
| Rose” at Allen looms stout on 
second week. “Tea For Two” is 

okay for initial holdover round. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (Warners) (3,000; 55-75)— 
“Black Rose” (20th) (2d wk). Stout 





$12,000, following wow $25,000 
last week. 
Esquire (Community) (704; 55- 


| 75)—"“Johnny Holiday” (UA). Nice 
| $3,000. Last week, “If This Be 
'Sin” (UA) (2d wk). Okay $2,800. 
Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-75)— 
“Tea For Two” (WB) (2d wk). Oke 
$11,000 after $17,500 last frame. 
Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-75)— 
“Our Very Own” (RKO). Rousing 
$17,000. Holds. Last week, “Woman 
‘on Pier 13” (RKO) and Louis 
/Prima orch onstage, sock $33,500, 
State (Loew's) (3,450; 90-40)-— 
“Sunset Boulevard” (Par). Fine 
$17,500, but won't hold. Last week, 
'“Summer Stock” (M-G), $18,500. _ 
Stillman (Loew’s! (2.700; 55-75) 
—“‘Summer Stock” (M-G) (m.0.), 
Pitching fancy $8,000. Last week, 
“Furies” (Par), lively $9,000. 
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Don't forget ANDY SMITH WEEK October 15—21 
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,..And Twentieth 
will maintain the 


industry's hottest 
pace from now on 


with THREE 

QUALITY 

PICTURES 
a month! 


MISTER 880 
NO WAY OUT 
hom: we re TWO FLAGS WEST 


(Jimmie Stewart hits inthis one!) 


LL GET BY 


TECHNICOLOR 


AMERICAN GUERRILLA 


IN THE PHILIPPINES 


TECHNICOLOR 


FOR HEAVEN’S SAKE 
(That BELVEDERE Man’s Best!) 
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50 Features in 50 for Spain As 
Producers Get Coin Via Exporting 


2 
- 


Washington, Sept. 12. 





Spanish film production looks Brit. Plan to Protect 


good for about 50 features this year 
on the basis of the 26 completed | 


during the first seven months of | 


reports Nathan D. Golden, 


year, long tussle in legal circles over the 
chief of the Commerce Depart- employnrent of children in the tions are being sent out through government cooperation. 
ment’s film division. entertainment world. A govern-) official channels. | The COMPO pledge of support Continued from page 1 


ror the 26 pictures made, the 


Children in Show Biz 


London, Sept. 5. 


A plan has been drafted to settle | 


ment appointment committee pro- 


Set 12th teace Fest 


Venice, Sept. 5. 
Announced here that the Bien- 
nale Festival committee has de- | 


| cided to hold the 12th Venice Film | 


| Festival in 1951. 


here from Aug. 20 to Sept. 10, pre- 
ceded by the second Scientific and 


It will be held | 











COMPO 


| 








‘Pledges 


Continued from page 4 


of help would be needed again 


and, in turn, promised Govern- 
|ment backing. 


The day shook down primarily 


ternational; Edmund Reek, chair- 
man of the MPAA newsreel com- 
mittee; Anthony Muto, of Fox 
Movietone; and Richard F. Walsh, 
| president of International Alliance 





Art Documentary Festival and the | into a series of get-acquainted | Theatrical Stage Employees. 


Third Festival of Films for Chil- | meetings to grease the~way for |_ 
dren. 


Invitations to the various na- 





| future working arrangements and 


to start the wheels of industry-. 


was given by Depinet in 


the | 











TV Guest Fees 








| the “Star Time” one-hour variety 


posed welfare ‘safeguards in the | gardens back of the White House layout on DuMont, the new ANT 

government has issued a total of Ch ttate al the ait ae. ° tices, With ti : Sosa A 
31 sort licenses which the Span- ; oilices 1 1e entire delegation | show preeming next month, the 
expe reypagtheeroal a Main points — proposed are: A e 0 0 ll 10 | gathered around, the RKO prexy |Danny Thomas-Ed Wynn-Jimmy 
ish producers may ae 0 na B limit of 80 days work a year when | declared: “The American motion | Durante rotating shows; the Col- 
distributors to obtain additional special provision for education is | picture industry grew up in an at- | gate-sponsored Eddie Cantor, Fred 
production funds. During. June made; a working week of five | e ;mosphere of freedom. We accept Allen, Martin & Lewis, Bobby 
and July alone, 14 import licenses eight-hour days on a film; restric- ISSO ve the responsibilities which go with | Clark Sunday night NBC produc- 
. ' tion of stage performances to four , ,the privileges of freedom. So we | tions—these are all added starters 


were issued to the producers as a 
reward for 10 films completed. 
Spain produced 32 features in 1945, 
38 in 1946, 49 in 1947, 45 in 1948, 
and 38 in 1949. 

The county has seen a consider- 
able decline in the number of 
American pictures shown. During 


a week; employment of private 
teacher if child had to be absent 
from sehool; 
before and after every show; ap- 
pointment of a matron for every 
12 children; and banking of earn- 


medical examination | 


ings of more than $280 a year with | 


a county court. 





Tokyo, Sept. 5. 
The Communist cell at the Toho 
motion picture studio has been or- 


dered dissolved and its 14 ie of | 


have been purged from public of- 
fice, the Japanese attorney gen- | 
eral’s office Annotinced. The disso- | 
lution order was issued chiefly be- 


are here today, representing all | 
| branches of the motion picture in- 
dustry, to pledge the aid of our 
|cameras and our screens. 

“We are at your service and the 
service of the United Nations— 
until peace and freedom are made 
secure.” 

During the morning, the delega- 


| this season to the long string of 
| carry over variety stanzas that have 
|ereated a bonanza for guest talent. 

Acts@hat got $500 last year are 
| getting as high as $1,500 this sea- 
ison. Milton Berle has upped the 
‘ante from $1,500 to $2,500 for 
|}guests. Ed Sullivan, who gener- 
|ally pays around $750-$1,000 fees 


ia Riek oni s of this vear, | ° °)) ° cause of the anti-occupation and ||, i. ti ene S - | for guests, is going as high as $3,- 
u ¥ apirdichdp + nenmeneg i ina lh Kangaroo Kid Finished | terroristic activities of the Toho eer — . ee Being 500. That’s what he’s paying Gloria 
only 40 Hollywood pictures wien ° |cell in recent months, announce- |», COMPO's pledge of support to | Swanson. NBC’s Saturday night 
released for first-run in Madrid, | While 2 0th-Fox Shoots bem stated. | the Mid-Century Conference of | “Show. of Shows” will also pay as 


compared with 57 during the same | 
Take of our pic- | 
tures totaled 60° of all grosses in | 
Madrid first-runs, a drop from | 


period last year. 


the 
the 76° registered in 1949. During 
1949, the U. S. had 105 of its pic- 
tures released in Madrid. The year 
bc fore the figure was 134; in 1947 
it was 141; and in 1946, 150. This 
year it will be under 100. 
16m Theatres on Upbeat », 

Other countries which Golden 
reports on: 

Cuba: Country has about 600 
filin theatres in operation with a 


‘Kangaroo’ Down Under 


Sydney, Sept. 5. 

Indications are that 20th-Fox 
will stick to the title ‘“‘Kangaroo” 
for its first Aussie-made Techni- 
color pic, with Peter Lawford and 
Maureen O'Hara costarred. Lewis 
Milestone is directing. 

Interesting angle is that a local 
outfit, Allied Australian Films Ltd., 
headed by the McCreadie Bros. in 
association with the Harry Brown 
Hollywood Productions, already 
has completed a pic out here called 


The Toho Communist cell con- | 


tained an estimated 150 members. 


The group was largely responsible | 
for the protracted Toho strike of | 


1948 which shut down the studio 
for five months and caused Toho 
management to suspend its produc- 
tion schedule indefinitely. Firm 


has kept going with the distrib- | 


uting end of its operation, relying 
on the product of the offshoot Shin 
Toho (New Toho) studio or 
producers. 

Crackdown follows in the’ 
of General MacArthur’s 











indie | 


| Youth to be held in Washington 
‘in December. COMPO had previ- 
ously passed a resolution endors- 
ing this conference. 

Adjourn to MPAA 


Following a noon 


tee adjourned to the Motion Pie- 
ture Assn. of America for a lunch- 
|'eon addressed by Assistant Secre- 
tary Barrett. He told about the 
expanded foreign information pro- 
gram just getting under way and 
‘said bluntly that “American mo- 


} 
wake | 
purging 
last June of Japan Communist big- 


visit to the | 
White House, the COMPO commit- , 


tion pictures have more of an im-| 


high as $3,500. Sam _ Levenson, 
who 10 months ago started on TV 
at $100 per shot, is getting $2.500 
a shot when he goes on “Star 
Time.” 


And so on down the line. 














Logan Top Earner - 


Continued from page l === 


$85,400 at the Memorial Audi- 
|torium, San Francisco. His direc- 
| tor royalty on “Roberts” is 3¢o of 
which was $27,900 at 











ithe gross, 


seating capacity of approximately “The Kangaroo Kid,” with Jock wigs and the closing of red news-/| Pact abroad than all the things | the Aivin, N. ¥.. and $20.90 
360,000. tn addition, there are 145 O'Mahoney, Douglas Dumbrille papers and party organs. | the U. S. government can do. | the Forrest, Philadelphia, His 
houses using 16m, mostly in the and Veda Ann Borg. Leslie Seland- ,| In the new “Truth” campaign, | royalty as “Roberts” co-author is 
sticks, plus six houses, three of €F 1S director, : ae said Barrett, the best- and biggest | slightly less than 214% of the 
them in Havana, which have both “Kangaroo” will be distributed | job must be done among the Rus- | grogs. 


35m and 16m equipment. 


by 20th-Fox, with 
handled by 


“Kangaroo Kid” 
Eagle Lion-British 





| 
| 


| Army Tent-Shows 





sian satellites, especially those in 
“We haven't lost 


As one of the four_co-producers 


France: The 16m _ theatre is ~begge Continued from pare 2 <——/j| Eastern Europe. z |of “South Pacific,’ he gets one- 
growing in France. There are cur-. Empire Films. pas | the propaganda war,” he con-| ninth of the profits, which are es- 
rently 1,250 theatres and halls so | Stallations and portable use. jcluded, “and we have a g00d' tinted to have totalled around 
equipped and operating either part 19 T itt Used | Meanwhile, Terrell is proceed- chance to win it.” | $51.000 on both companies last 
or full time. In addition, there are ransmitters | ing — ge for a tent-show| Later Barrett, Herbert Edward, | week. And as silent partner of 
about 5,500 operators of either mo- | ’ tour this fall and winter of his! his motion picture specialist, and | Leland Hayward in. the presenta- 
bile or fixed 16m equipment operat- | On Yank 7 Korean News special in-the-round “Show Boat”! Howland Sargeant of the State sion of “Roberts,” he p stn pened 


ing in 19,000 communities. Pres- | * production, which _ previously | Department met with a newly ap-| sixth of the profits. which ec; te 
ently 14 French firms are making | Nineteen an oR yg ‘the played = Richard Aldrich’s Cape | pointed COMPO _ sub-committee | an palimatad $6,300 ox halk. seen 
16m projectors. . Cod Musie Circus, at Hyannis,| headed by Cecil B. De Mille, to co- panies las® week. 


Broadcasting Corp of Japan have 


Mass., and last week concluded the | 


ia: j re l tres : wae ya T operate with the ‘Voice of Amer- : . i< sees 
kg hh ae ——- been pressed into service by U. S.| season here. The tour will be rat program. If Logan were taking his “Wis- 
ber of regular commercial thea-| ochosaly is some 0 beam Aiméri- | sponsored by Music Ciseus of General Collins came in after ee ge oh Ne 
tel ati with sub-stendard| ©" informational broadcasts to America Co.. of which Terrell is x , and 3° as director), his week's 
seeipenaht. ,- addition, many fac Korea. Operation is directed by manager, with Oscar Hammer- | neh to gp Rese or ie ver earnings would have been in- 
. ’ 4 y , in | ‘ ; : industry for making new pictu 


their personnel with 16m_ films. 
Number of feature pix in 16m size 
is steadily increasing. 


Foreign, U.S. Film 
Industries Aided By 
Mutual Co-op Setup 





MacArthur's headquarters, which 


Laurence Schwab as silent part- 


swung into action three days after | 


the Korean reds crossed the 38th 


' parallel, 


Both medium and_ shortwave 
BCJ transmitters are empl8yed, 
usually with no more than nine in 
use at one time. The _ present 
broadcast schedule includes a daily 
30-minute newscast and commen- 
tary for South Korea, a daily 15- 


ners. 


Besides using a system of plas- 
tic pipes to heat the tent, Terrell 
plans to employ a special plastic 
dome for the canvas playhouse, to 
improve the acoustics and permit 
the elimination of the present 
amp/Pfication system. Technicians 
at the Mass. Institute of Technol- 


available for showing in the train- 
ing camps. He assured those pres- 
ent that “our camps will stick to 
the rules and admit only author- 
ized personnel” and said he would 
take cognizance of any complaints 
from distributors of violations. 
In the later afternoon 
COMPO Committee went to the 
Department of Commerce to meet 





ogy are perfecting the device for 





Secretary Sawyer, 
help in any troubles over alloca- 








the | 


who promised | 


has been putting them into an es- 
crow account to be paid to the 
backers in case, as expected, the’ 
show fails to recoup its $100,000 
investment. In addition, the au- 
| thor-stager is paying the operating 
| deficit of any losing weeks. 

| The above figures exclude 
| Logan’s royalties and share of the 
| profits, the amount of which is 
|not yet clearly indicated, from the 

















Repore covering the first six Minute newscast at dictation speed him. , , ; bene production of “Roberts.” 
montlis’ operati .s of the Motion | Sor South Korean newspapers and The Musie Circus firm has tenta- a ta ee ane vagpaaine Ayes 
Picture Assn. of Ar ric’. ad- radio stations, and daily 30-minute tive deals for musical tent-show | | - 7 ry on na drag — ~ i 
visory Unit for Fo sign Films! newscast and commentary for operations next summer in Balti-| #98 Girectiy wi rv oe gg P H 
shows that the project has bene-| North Korea which is broadcast’) more. Buffalo. San F : |Golden, | head of the motion pic- | reminger Schedule | 
fited both overseas filmmake. as twiee on different frequencies. Minneapolis or St. Paul, and .an| who has been allo-| 


well the U.S. industry in general. 
Foreign producers, throu;,> a_ ist- 
ance of the unit, have placed three 
pictures with US, distributors at 
“favorable terms.” Likewise, the 
MPAA has 


Whenever possible, U. S. officials 
say, Korean networks pick up the 


programs and rebroadcast them | 


tor additional coverage. 





ga’ ed considerable | 


Idaho location to be selected, in 
addition to resuming its season 
here and continuing its Cape Cod | 
tieup with Aldrich. Terreli is al- 
ready figuring on opening his Lam- 
bertville season of 1951 with the | 


cated the wartime job. 

Others in the group which went 
to the White House to pledge sup- 
port to President Truman _in- 
| cluded: Arthur L. Mayer, COMPO 
|executive v.p.; Art Arthur, execu- 








Continued from page 2 


isustain. “If an unknown actor is 
right for a particular role,” he said, 
“the public will accept him as will- 
ingly as it accepts an established 
star.” In addition, he explained, 








tng Be Ban ghey | Jap Occupation Legit | first under-canvas presentation of |tive secretary of the Motion Pic-|casting has become one of the 

some 18 film-producing countries. Director Back to U. S “Carousel, ” with an Engiish-lan-|ture Industry Council; William | 8reatest problems faced by a film 

| * S* guage produciion of Bizet’s “Car-| Holden, Hollywood Coordinating | Producer. “Even with the number 

Following recent trade screen: | Tokyo, Aug. 29. men” se the second’ bill. Both | Committee, Myrna Loy. Screen of stars in Hollywood,” he said, 
ings in New York under the unit’s| wijlara Thompson, theatrical of- productions would be toured to| Actors Guild; ’ Brenda Marshall, | “there seems to be a shortage of , 


auspices, two Italian films and one! goer jn the American occupation other tent-shows in the Music Cir-| Carter T. Barron, Loew's rep here, | talent when you are trying to cast 





French entry were acquired for 
U.S. distribution by American dis- 
‘ribs. Italian-made “St inger of 


San Marine,” owned by Countess | Prepare for his return to active if pendent Theatre Owners Assn.; Film which Preminger is now 
Dorothy di Frasso, was picked up| @Uty in the Marine Corps. Thomp- . }, Leo Brecher, president of the Met- | lerising in Montreal is “The Scar-, 
by Irwin Shapiro’s Films Interna-| S92 Was a leatherneck pilot for Petrillo-D.J.s ropolitan Motion Picture Theatres | let Pen,” scripted by Howard Koch 
tional. “Passion of St. Matthew” four years during World War II, i} Assn.; Roy Brewer, head of the |and starring Linda Darnel!, Charies : 


also an Italian entry, was ti ken by 
Lewis Productions, Inc,while Bill 
Holland's Hyperion Films bought 
the French pic, “Barry.” 

Typical of reactions among for- 
eign producers who have been 
aided by 
which “St. Matthew” producer 
Bruno Sequin made to I_PAA prez 
Eric 


wey! : “ple 5 AP | American, British or French plays! how the interviews wer ut to- | sentin the icture industry’s | Canadian actors. 
nyt beg fag ores since the surrender, in addition to gether. is ; pecan ae S. Harmon, MPAA | 
Sequin praised the “spirit of one. a large number of one-acters and, Petrillo’s move is seen as a sure V.p.; Gunther R. Lessing, for So- ‘Trio’ Star To N. Y. For P 
tiations” and lauded _he program shorter theatrical offerings produc- prelude to the banning of such in-| ciety of Independent Motion Pic- Pe ee ee a ee See 
of cooperation. Countess di Frasso, ©4 bY Universities and amateur terviews by members of the AFM.| ture Producers; Abram F. Myers, London, Sept. 5. 
according to the unit’s executive ®™°UPS. Most successful of the com- AFM execs contend that it’s bad | Allied States Assn. board chair- Jean Simmons, star of J. Arthur 
director B. Bernard Kreisler, said | mercial productions under his enough that records are replacing | i|man; Joyce O'Hara, executive as- | Rank’s “Trio,” sails for New York 
she placed her film with the Sponsorship were “I Remember;musicians on the airlanes without. sistant to Eric Johnston at MPAA; Sept. 17, to make a personal ap- 


MPAA'’s help after other avenues 
were exhausted 


the unit is a statement | 


Johnston following consum- | 


) headquarters for the past three 


cus Co. circuit. 


years, has returned to the U. S. to | _ 


seeing action with the First Marine 


| Air Wing in the South Pacific and 


Philippines. He holds a reserve 
commission in t e corps and an- 
ticipates early orders to report 
back. 

As SCAP theatrical officer, 
Thompson has helped Japanese 
producers stage approximately 40 


Mama,” “The Voice of the Turtle,” 
j}and “Of Mice and Men,” 


|for Variety Clubs I nternational; 
Harry Brandt, president of Inde- 














trillo’s opinion, 


is an attempt to 


Continued from page 1 = 








simulate live programs. 


Petrillo’s offic 
some 20 name 


interview 


who received 


e 


practice. 


letters 


has written to 
bandleaders 
gather some factual data about the | America; 
Bandleaders | 


over 


| AFL Film Council; A. Julian Bry- 
lawski, president of the Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of Metro- 
politan D. C.; Sherrill C. Corwin, 
to | national v.p. of Theatre Owners of 
Lauritz Garman, alter- 
nate for Trueman Rembusch, of 


last | ‘the Allied States Assn.; Abel 


| weekend were asked to describe | 'Green, editor of VARIETY, repre- 


bandleaders giving these programs | Mare Wolf, alternate to Robert J. 


ithe added prestige of live shows. 


1O°’Donnell, of Variety Clubs In- 


a part the way the writer and di- 
rector visualize it.” 


Boyer and French actress Fran- 
coise Rosay. About 60° of the pic- 
ture, he said, will be shot in Can- 
ada, since it is a French-based story 
requiring Gallic flavor and _ bi-lin- 
gual accents. Film will feature Ju- 
dith Evelyn, Guy Sorrell and Rom- 
| ney Brent, all from the Broadway 
stage, as well as some 20 French- 








| pearance when the picture opens 
in New York Oct. 10. 
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Plan ’51 Edinburgh 


Fete to Serve 


As Climax to Gt. Britain’s Festival 


Edinburgh, Sept. 12. 

The current topic here is the 
planning for the Edinburgh Inter- 
national Festival of Music and 
Drama in 1951, which is now set to 
act as a sort of grand finale to the 
1951 Festival of Britain. Gerald 
Barry, now director of the all-Brit- 
ain festival, is here to dovetail 
plans. He admits the Edinburgh 
event is now an established favor- 
ite among overseas visitors. So it 
will be closely linked to Britain’s 
Festival. 

The 1951 Edinburgh program 
will highlight concerts by the New 
York Philharmonic’ Orchestra un- 
der Bruno Walter and Dimitri 
Mitropoules plus the Royal Phil- 
harmonic . under Sir’ Thomas 
Beecham. 

Opera will be shared. by the 
Glyndebourne and Sadler’s Wells 
theatre companies, the latter being 
set to stage the world preem of 
Benjamin Britten’s “Billy Budd.” 
The Sadler’s Wells Ballet is also 
skedded for here in 1951. 

Already, as the 1950 show here 
nears its close, appraisal is being 
made of this year’s successes. On 
the music side one of the top hits 
has been the Glyndebourne 
Opera’s performance of “Ariadne 
auf Naxos.” 

Rosario and Antonio Score 

Rosario and Antonio have also 
clicked strongly, making their first 
appearance on any British stage. 
They held an Empire Theatre audi- 
ence for a whole performance. 

Queen Elizabeth has been honor- 
ing plays and opera this week. She 
and Princess Margaret saw the 


partly-panned “Atom Doctor,” and | 


receive i i = | - : 
received author Erie Linklater to | of unreleased pix, and increased ' Byam Shaw, play looks like a sure- | 


gether with James Bridie. 

The 
here has an interesting American | 
contribution, “Tanglewood,” film 
record of the Berkshire Music’ Fes- 
tival held annually in Tanglewood, 
Mass. This took in a rehearsal and 
performance by the Boston Sym- 
phony Orchestra, conducted by 
Serge Koussevitsky. 


Biggest transport job of the 1950 
Festival has just been completed 
with the arrival of the La Scala 
company from Milan—virtually a 
full military operation. The whole 
of La Scala—everything except the 
building—has come to ,the United 
Kingdom in two parts.” A special 
train brought an orchestra of 143, 
a chorus of 163, a boys’ chorus of 
23, soloists and three conductors. 
Remainder of the company, num- 
bering 100, plus 300 tons of equip- 
ment, reached London _ Satur- 
day (9). In its 200 years’ exist- 
ence La Scala has visited only Vi- 
enna, Paris and Berlin. 


Israel Neutral Policy 
On Cold War Results 





e 
> personal manager, Alfred Katz, ar- 
la Banning 3 US. Pix ranged the new company with the | 


Tel Aviv, Sept. 5. 


Israel’s neutral stand ‘n the cold 
war has resulted in banning 
Metro’s “The Red Danube” and 
“The Conspirators,” and 20th-Fox’s 
“The Iron Curtain.’ 

The Israeli Censorship Board 
felt these films hit the Eastern bloc 
countries. Since Israei’s policy is 
one of non-identification with West 
or East, in its cold war, no films 
of such character will be permitted 
to be shown in Israel for as long 
as this policy is followed by the 
government. 

RKO’s “Born To Kill” and “Dick 
Tracy,” and Warners’ “White Heat” 
were also banned on the grounds 


they demonstrated excessive cruel- 
ty. 





Japs Entertain Wounded 
Tokyo, Sept. 5. 
A special theatrical performance 
for occupation personnel, with 
wounded soldiers from Korea now 
in U. S. army hospitals in Tokyo as 


y% 
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Delfont’s Jewish Play 
Series Opens Strongly 


London, Sept. 5. 

Bernard Delfont’s short season 
| of Jtwish plays in English opened 
at the Saville, Sept. 4, with Bella 
and Samuel Spewack's “Spring 
Song.” Presented by the Glasgow 
| Unity. Theatre Co., this sordid East 
| Side drama was warmly received, 
mainly for its acting. 

| Meier Tzelniker, Anna Tzelniker, 
| Yvonne Mitchell, Lilly ‘ Molnar 
scored in leading roles. Show is 
| in for four weeks, and will be suc- 
| ceeded by Israel Zangwill’s “King 
of Schnorrers.” 


French Film 
Production High 


Paris, Sept. 5. 


Recently completed survey shows 
the period from January to Septem- 











state since prewar years for French 


ber this year was the healthiest | 


film production. In this eight-month | 


ean in20iFox's Pe’ All Branches of Mexico's Film Biz 
Gird to Fight New Cinema Statute 


Michael Rennie, British pic star, 
| here to make personal in connec- 
| tion with new film “Trio,” plans to 
leave soon for location work in 
Canada. 

He will have a featured part in 


with Linda Darnell and Charles 
Boyer starring, and ~ Francoise 
| Rosay also in cast. Entire film 
will be made in streets, offices and 
hotels of Montreal. 








Robertson Hare Scores 
In ‘Gentlemen’; ‘Accolade’ 


Also a London Click 


London, Sept. 12. 
Two shows, “Will Any Gentle- 
man” and “Accolade,” bowed on 
London’s West End last week to 
favorable press reception. 


|}entry produced by Linnit & Dun-' 


| 
| 
| 


Former | 


|fee, Ltd., and written by Vernon | 


i|Sylvaine opened at 
Wednesday (6) after a successful 
| provincial tryout. 

| A farce, written around the dith- 
|ermg personality of Robertson 
| Hare who excels himself as a hyp- 
‘notized nitwit turned adventurer. 
| Work was slickly directed by Rich- 


the Strand | 





lard Bird. Play also boasts a lively 


| supporting cast, headed by Arthur 
| Riscoe. 

| “Accolade,” new Emlyn Williams 
play starring himself and Diana 
Churchill, teed off at the Aldwych 
Thursday (7) following a provin- 





4 


the new 20th-Fox, “Scarlet Pen | Cocktail’ for Cork: 
’ 


To Open This Month 


Dublin, Sept. 12. 


Irish rights of T. S. Eliot’s “‘The | 


Cocktail Party” landed by Stanley 
Isley and Leo McCabe who will 
preem the play at Cork Opera 
House near the end of this month. 
Ilisley will produce. 

Same pair have also set “The 
Heiress” and “The Happiest Days 
of Your Life” for coming season. 
Neither “Cocktail Party” or “Heir- 
ess” have yet been staged in 
Dublin owing to lack of theatres 
to house shows. 





Argent. Concert 


Season Bullish 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 5. 
The 12 years since Marian An- 
derson was last in Argentina have 


|in no wise diminished her Argen- 


associated Film _ Festival | if the films keep piling up. There 


period 75 films were started and 71 cial tour. Play with a Jekyll and 
completed with 21 films now in pro-| Hyde theme, deals with a Nobel 
duction. In this same production | prize novelist, disgraced following 
‘period of 1945 only 59 pix were | knighthood. Williams, superbly 
finished, while 1949 had 66. This | supported by a ‘cast that: includes 
increase in production is due in a | Anthony Oliver, Anthony Nicholls, 
great part to the government aid | Ruth Dunning, John Stratton, Dora 
extended to producers. ‘| Bryan and Noel Willman, triumphs 

France still has a large backlog | in the lead. Directed by Glen 





production may lead to a slowdown | fire entry. ~ 





tine audience, and her three con- 
certs at the Colon Opera were 
completely sold out. She is now 


due to give a number of popular | 


concerts at the Gran Rex theatre. 

She is so popular here that she 
is applauded when she goes to a 
restaurant. Miss Anderson has 
also given concerts in Montevideo, 
Uruguay, and in cities in the in- 
terior of Argentina, all big gross- 
ers. General Electric Argentina 


sponsored her two broadcasts over | 


the Mundo web and the Municipal 
radio outlet has carried her Colon 


Mexico City, Sept. 12. 

Branding as totalitarian the na- 
tional cinematographic law, enact- 
ed last year (enforcement of which 
is impending), the Mexican pic 
trade has aroused the national 
cinematographic chamber to go to 
bat against it. Also enlisted to fight 
|it is the confederation of industrial 
chambers which agrees that the law 
ican set a dangerous state-interven- 
tion precedent for other industries 
in Mexico. 

Announcing that the government 
wants to be fair to all, J. Jesus Cas- 
+ tillo Lopez, chief of national cine- 
|matographic board, Andres Serra 
Rojas, prexy ef trade’s own bank, 
and Ernesto Santos Galindo, repre- 
|senting the trade, were named to 
hear and sift all-opinions about the 
measure. 

Chamber cites several clauses in 
explaining the trade’s outcry of 
totalitarianism in this law. Also 
the trade brands it unconstitutional 
on the ground that the statute 
would virtually place the Mexican 
pic industry under government con- 
trol, which the constitution forbids. 
Pointed out that the law demands 
that the board pick the films whic 
exhibitors may screen and fix the 
number of hours exhibition for 
|each pic. Also that unless cinemas 
| strictly obey the law, the govern- 
iment can take over and operate 
the houses, as well as book them, 
| Producers resent the law since it 
| demands that they must give the 
| board a copy of every pic the; 
imake so that a national cinema- 
| tographic library can be founded. 
| Distributors object to the measure 
| because it provides that whenever 
| there is a stockpile of Mexican 

pix, the board can take over and 
|arbitrarily distribute such pix to 
| cinemas. 











is still one unreleased pic made in 
1948, with 18 made in 1949 and 53 
| produced in 1950 still waiting re- 
| lease. 

The holdback on films during the 
| unfavorable summer months is also 
a factor. This fall will find a deluge 
of pictures for the first-run market. 


-MARKOVA, DOLIN FORM 





London, Sept. 12. 


Alicia Markova and Anton Do- 
lin are heading a new ballet com- 
pany called The Festival Ballet. 
Company is now touring the Eng- 
‘lish provinces before a London sea- 
son at the Stoll theatre for eight 
weeks starting Oct. 24. 


Dolin is artistic director of the 
company. Leonid Massine has 
staged “Blue Danube” and “Pe- 
trouchka”’ for it. Markova has been 
ill and out of the company, but 
will rejoin it on tour a week or so 
before it opens in London. 





| Julian Braunsweg'_ organization. 
| Natalie Krassovska, formerly of the 
| Ballet Russe, has joined the.troupe, 
'as well as a group of English danc- 

ers headed by John Gilpin. Yvette 
| Chauvire will come from France 

to dance “Pas de Quatre” with 
| Markova, and Dolin is negotiating 
| with Mia Slavenska to join the 
-company for the last half of the 
| London season. 


British Film Toppers 
For All-Industry Pic 


London, Sept. 5. 


Many of the biggest names in 
British films are to co-operate in 
the all-industry production venture 
of the “Life of Friese-Greene,” 
which is to be the British motion 
picture’s contribution to the Festi- 
val of Britain in 1951. Among the 
artists who have already agreed to 
participate are Sir Laurence Oli- 
vier, Ralph Richardson, Alec Guin- 
ness and Margaret Lockwood. 
| The film, which is to be made in 








special guests, was staged by the Technicolor, starts rolling at. the 


Shochiku Theatrical Co. at its big 
Tokyo theatre. Admission was 
free to some 1,500 allied patrons. 

Program featured two “kabuki” 
(Japanese classical) plays with 


three of the nation’s top “sabuki”’ | bl 


Stars in lead roles. Shochiku out- 


fit said it sponsored the event to | 


Show its appreciation for the sac- 
rifice U. S. forces are making in 
Korea, 

” ia? y era ‘ - 


Associated British Elstree stu- 
dios in December. Producer Ron- 
ald Neame and director John 
Boulting are now readying the 
screenplay with scripter Eric Am- 
er. : 

All artists and technicians are 
agreeing to defer a portion of their 
Salaries on this $700,000 produc- 
ition. Distribution is being set 
,through British Lion, 





ie | 


@ AV TUURE & 


Markova and Dolin and their |° 


RANK’S DAVIS INSPECTS "| 


EAGLE LION OVERSEA 


London, Sept. 12. 
| _ John Davis, managing director of 
| J. Arthur Rank Organization, is on 
| an extensive tour of Eagle Lion’s 
; distribution branches in Europe to 


|pany’s top. office 
| where discussions will be held on 
| over product line-up. The two ex- 
ecutives then will visit Brussels for 
| distribution talks with Gaumont 
| Departure.” They then go on to 
Hollywood, France and Italy. 


Rank Now Only 2d Most 





London, Sept. 5. 
J. Arthur Rank, who for several 
| years topped the figure of director- 





| ships with 64, has this year lost 
| top position to Edward Taylor, who 
| now leads the field in Britain by 
‘being director with 69 companies. 

None of Taylor’s companies has 
| dustry. Hence, Rank still ranks 
‘top man ‘in the picture biz. 








Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Sept. 12. 

“Accolade,” Aldwich (1). | 
“Ace of Clubs,” Cambridge (10), 
“Brigadoon,” Majesty’s (72). 
“Capt. Carvallo,” St. Jas. (5). 
“Carousel,” Drury Lane (14), 
“Cocktail Party,” New (19). 
“Dish Ran Away,” Vaude (11). 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp. (49). 
“Goldep City,” Adelphi (13). 
“Got What Wanted,” Ph’nix (4). 
“His Excellency,” Princess (16), 
“Holly and Ivy,” Duchess (18). 
“Home at Seven,” Wyndh’m (27). 
*“Ice-Capades,” Empress (16). 
“King Rhapsody,” Palace (51). 
“Knight’s Madn’ss,” Vic. Pal. (26) 
“Latin Quarter,” Casino (26), 
“Little Hut,” Lyric (3). 
“Mister Roberts,” Coliseum (8). 
“Oklahoma,” Sto]l (171). 

“Ring Around Moon,” Gl’be (33) 
“Seagulls Sorrento,” Apdllo (13). 
“Ind Tanqueray,” Haymarket (2). 
“Touch & Go,’ Wales (16). 
“Traveller’s Joy,” Criterion (118) 
“Will Any Gent,” Strand (1). 
“Worm’s View,” Comedy (177). 

CLOSED LAST WEEK 

“Eliz. Slept Here.” Strand (44). 
Love or Money,” Ambass. (1). 
aS) ae : syle y) mm 9 





Eagle Lion’s manager, R. Bagot, | 
and attend the preem of “‘Morning |; 


Active Brit. Director 


| examine inter-cooperation, in com- | 


| pany with EL's exec, Air Com- | two in Buenos Aires itself and one 


NEW BALLET COMPANY "92°" °°": 1: ye stamburg com: 


in Germany, | 


Opera concerts. 


The German pianist Walter Gie- 


Colon, which has no prejudices 
| against performers who accepted 
the Nazi doctrines in Hitler’s Ger- 
many. 

| The grosses at the Colon Thea- 
tre for the four concerts given 
| earlier in August by Yehudi Menu- 
| hin amounted to around $41,000 
(U.S.), while three other concerts, 


in La Plata gross’ close to $16,- 
000, in spite of the abundance of 
world-famous long-hair talent 
which has come here this year. 


AMERICAN CIRCUS SRO 
IN TOUR THROUGH SPAIN 


Bilbao, Spain, Sept. 5. 

An American cireus is pack- 
ing them in in Spanish towns. 
Billed as “Will Schow West,” with 
“Buffalo Bill” as. headliner, they’ve 
been playing to SRO every night. 
The troupe is costumed as cow- 
boys and Indians, with gals in 
brief shorts, most unusual in this 
country. “Bill” and his wife are 
the only Americans in the outfit. 
Others are circus acts, from Ger- 








any connection with the film in- | 


| 


many, Austria, Lithuania, Eng- 
land, Canada and Spain. 

The Spanish public is 
towards anything American. Imi- 
tation of Roosevelt gets biggest 
hand in the show. 
to the Lithuanian acrobats, the 
Cervantes family. Crowd liked 
everything. The performance be- 
gins at 11 p.m., the usual hour 
here. Admission runs from 12¢ 
to 75c. 


Foreign Stars Cast For 
German Pix in Venice 


Rome, Sept. 5. 

Meteor Film Co. of Weisbaden, 
Germany, will bring a company of 
18, ihcluding actors and techni- 
cians, for the filming of exteriors 
for pic, “Hochzeitsnacht im Para- 
dies.” However, no Germans are 
set for star roles. 

Ernst Marischka,- who did the 
recent “Passion of St. Matthew,” 
adapted the story for the pic from 
an operetta of Heinz Henschke, 
with the music of Friedrich 
Schroeder. All are well known 
to the Austrian music lovers of a 
few years past. Geza von Bolvary 
of Hungary will direct. 

Claudine Farrell, French actress, 
and Hollander Johanner Heesters 
will do the leads. 
first time that foreigners have 








played in a German film, made in 
Italy. 


o3 OB Pei i di. 


seking is doinz a concert at the | 


warm | 


Next best goes | 


This one is the 


Rule Against Doubling 
In Mexico Held Threat 
Vs, All Foreign Actors 


Mexico City, Sept. 5. 


| Mexico definitely will be de- 
i foreign working 





'prived of all 
| showfolk if the government cone 
|tinues its new policy of insisting 
| that alien troupers can’t double 
| into theatres and nightclubs. Rule 
‘is they can only work down here 
only in theatres or in niteries, but 
not both simultaneously Francisco 
Benitez, secretary general of the 
national theatrical federation, out- 
lined how this ruling will hit biz, 


Benitez claims the policy makes 
playing Mexico unprofitable for 
foreigners as neither theatre nor 
| niterie impresarios can pay them 
; enough to warrant singling. Weak 
_ peso in terms of dollars hurts since 
‘really good imported talent only 
| works for dollars. 
| Benitez indicated the govern- 
/ment fears that doubling keeps 
| Mexican entertainers out of jobs, 
| Such is not the case, Benitez con- 

tends citing that its the merit of 
| the individual performer that de- 
| cides his and her playing time 
| Benitez as well as theatre and 
nitery impresarios are conferring 
with Ernesto P. Uruchurtu, sub- 
secretary of the interior, who has 
direct charge of enforcing the 
policy, in an effort to have the 
measure killed or at least modi- 
fied. 








Mexico Tourist Biz Soars 
Mexico, Sept. 5. 


Tourist trade was big during the 
year ended Aug. 31, with the entry 
of 298,000 visitors or 121,000 more 
than during the previous year, 
President Miguel Aleman _  an- 
nounced this upbeat in his special 
annual message on the opening of 
the. 1950-51 federal legislature. 


‘Cinderella’ Set for Italy 


Venice, Sept. 5. 


“Cinderella” (RKO-Disney) has 
been taken over by Giovanni Riz- 
zoli for distribution in Italy. Riz- 
zoli, an Italian millionaire from 
Milan, is the publisher of several 
magazines and film weeklies. Cur 
rently, he is backer of Rossellini’s 
“St, Francis,” and plans to angel 
his future productions. 

He went to the Venice Festival 
in a big yacht having a crew of 
30. Rizzoli came from an orphan- 
‘age at the age of 16 without a 
icent, but now in his 50’s, he has 
millions. 
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| i. there's a man 
she must find... 
and a man 


= 


she must escape |? SJ) 





esa AN 







... And there are 
1000 nameless places 
to hide them both in the 


UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL presents waterfront and Chinatown 


Ann SHERIDAN dives of San Francisco! 
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- Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Council of Motion Picture Organizations’ executive vice-president, 
Arthur L. Mayer, takes a slap at censorship of motion pictures in the 
October issue of Esquire. Mayer describes his post and duties as of- 
ficial censor for the American Military Government in Germany for 
over a year, and defined the censorship job there as-justifiable, “since 
we were consciously working toward the reorientation of a still daf- 
gerous, if conquered, people.” He attacks censorship pressures in the 
U. S. by exhibitor groups, by state and local governments, by church 
groups, and by the industry itself through the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America’s Production Code Authority. He summarizes: ‘What I should 
like to see guarded is not our private morals—in a good society there 
are plenty of firm safeguards for virtue—but our public welfare.” 





Commonwealth circuit president H. E. Jameyson takes a swipe at 


undue criticism of Hollywood and Hollywood product in the Missouri | 


Doug Fairbanks Joins 
| Sol Lesser as Partner 
| 


80-house circuit’s fall advertising pressbook. In a full-page article on 
the front cover of the book, which uses the Variety frontpage name- 
plate, he points out that American films are a target for Communists 
because “with all of its sins of omission and commission the movie is 


a reasonable facsimile of American culture, folkways and mores.” 

As to advertising, Jameyson presses for simpler language in ads, for 
use of common vernacular and idiom. He asks for and prepares ads 
to talk to patrons “as most of you (Commonwealth managers) would 
talk to them in ordinary conversation.” 





Metro came up with still another facet for the film industry’s inten- 
sified public relations drive this week. Company ordered its recording 
subsidiary, M-G-M Records, to press a new tune, “Let’s Go Out to the 
Movies,” to which it plans to give the full disk jockey, radio and sheet 
musie ballyhoo. Tune, played by the Korn Kobblers, is being published 
by Robbins Music, also an M-G affiliate. 

To convince more exhibs to use the record in lobbies, for recessional 
music, etec., Metro is offering it to theatres or exhib organizations on a 
non-profit basis—30e each, instead of the usual 79c retail price. 
eral New York circuits have already placed orders for the disks. 





Metro has instituted a new policy of screening one of its top new | 


features for its board members at the conclusion of their homeoffice 
meetings the first Wednesday each month in an attempt to show them 
the type of product the company is turning out, instead of merely 
talking about it as has been done heretofore. While several of the 
directors are company homeoffice execs, several others do not hold such 
positions and so usually don’t see the pictures until they open in a 
theatre. Company last week (6) screened “King Solomon’s Mines” 
following the board meet. 





Conveying a report from Dr. Karl Murdock Bowman, who is back in 
the U. S. after a study of army psychiatric casualties in Korea, Kenneth 
Banghart on his NBC program last Thursday (7) discussed the impor- 
tance of the motion picture in providing battle-weary G. I.’s with tem- 


porary means of escape from nervous tension. Films are screened in 
any place remotely suitable for a theatre—barn, potato patch or an 
abandoned rice warehouse, Banghart related. Bowman’s report was 
that the U. S. troops in Korea, who are veterans of World War II, are 


finding the fighting with the Reds the toughest yet. 





coming ““Mr. 880” with WCBS, CBS radio outlet in N. Y. Plugs, sched- 
uled to begin the week before ‘‘880” opens at the Broadway Roxy (Sept. 
29), read: “For your favorite radio program, turn to 880 on your dial. 
For your favorite movie, see ‘Mr. 880’ at the Roxy theatre.” Under the 
deal 20th reportedly gets one-and-a-half commercials for each one paid 
tor. 





By sheer coincidence in scripting, Alida Valli, Italian screen star, 
appears to be doing a sequel to her role in “White Tower” in her new 
forthcoming picture, “Walk Softly, Stranger.” In “Tower” she had a 
part concerned with mountain climbing; in “Stranger” she is a cripple 
as the result of a fall while climbing a mountain. 

Miss Valli plays in the latter film entirely from a wheelchair. RKO 
is releasing both pix. 





First person to benefit by Century Theatres’ retirement plan is 
cashier Ethel M. Bryan, who drew her initial pension check recently. 
Now 65, she joined the New York metropolitan circuit in 1911, when 
it operated but one house, ‘the Linden, Brooklyn. Chain inaugurated 
the pension plan June 1, 1946. 





_Charles K. Feldman will pay Tennessee Williams $375,000 for screen 
rights to “The Glass Menagerie” over a period of 10 years at the rate of 
$37,500 per annum. Budget for the picture, made at Warners, was 
$1,179,500. Of this sum, Warners contributed $968,000 and Feldman 
the remainder. Irving Rapper drew $50,000 as director. 





Universal’s opera set, where Lon Chaney frightened the folks a 


quarter-century ago in “The Phantom of the Opera,” is being dusted | 


off for the first time in years. 
for sequences in 
John Carroll. 


This time it will be used by Republic 
“Belle Le Grand,” co-starring Vera Ralston and 





Communication from California Trust Bank discloses that the late 
showman Sid Grauman’s square handle is Sidney Patrick Grauman, 
and that the bank and Gertrude Skall are the duly appointed admin- 
istrators of the late showman’s estate. He died March 5, 1950. 











‘Skip-a-Long’ No Vidpic, : Cleve. Photog to Korea 
So Moore-Lessy Team | Frank Koos’ ’ncwstecl ame 
Skips Out of Pic Deal 


newsreel camera- 


Monday (11) on a last-minute ap- 


KOREA WAR HALTING 
COMMERCIAL PIX 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

The war is taking bites out of 
the commercial film production 
business in Hollywood. Many 
manufacturers, with threats of gen- 
eral warfare in the offing, are 
slashing their orders for commer- 
cial pictures and converting their 
plants for production of military 
material. 

No less than 10 cancellations 
have been reported by commercial 
producers within’ the last two 





| Douglas 
} 


man and former manager of Tele- | 
news Theater here, flew to Tokyo | 








Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Disagreement as to whether 
deal called for telefilm or feature | 
film work led to cancellation of 
the pact between Patti Moore and 
Ben Lessy to appear in Wally 
Kline productions, Sammy Lewis, 
husband-manager of Miss Moore, 


Said the original deal was for a 
Series of telefilms with Maxie 
Rosenbloom, and that this later 
was changed to a feature western 
tagged “Skip - A - Long Rosen- 
bloom.” He cancelled the pact 
because he did not want the com- 
edy dco to appear in a feature 
western. 

Spokesman for Kline said the 
film was planned as a feature and / 





that it was never considered as a 
‘itinerary has yet to be set. 


Vidpic project. 


| pointment to cover the Korean 


war for Telenews Productions, Inc. 
Taking the place of Ken Inouye, 


‘the chain’s Far-East photographer 
| who was killed in an airplane crash 


in Japan Sept. 7, Koza had less 
than one day to prepare for the 
sudden assignment. 


Daff Maps U Tour 


Back in N. Y. after a Coast visit 
and a view of the company’ recent- 
ly completed pictures, Al Daff, 
head of Universal’s foreign depart- 
ment, is now planning a trip to 
South America. 

Daff has not toured the territory 
since he replaced Joseph Seidel- 
man in the top foreign spot. He 
probably will tour the key S. A. 
cities in November, but a specific 





weeks, wiping out deals ranging 
from $40,000 to $100,000 apiece. 





In Prod.-Distrib Co. 


Fairbanks, Jr., has 
| joined producer Sol Lesser as a 
| partner in newly-formed Principal 
| Pictures International, which has 
| far-reaching plans for production 
|abroad, importation of foreign pix 
| grooved for the art situations and 
| joining up to 300 U. S. houses for 
| showing of alien product. Also in 


|the outfit are actor Jean Hersholt 
{and Sherrill Corwin, president of 


Angeles, as board members. 


Back in the States after six 
|months abroad, Lesser unveiled 
| plans to produce Upton Sinclair’s 
i*‘Lanny Budd, American” in Ger- 
'many in association with Erich 
|Pommer and Arthur Brauner, lat- 
ter of CCC Studios, Berlin. Pom- 
|mer, functioning as European ex- 
ecutive producer, is due in N. Y. 
from Germany on Sept. 30 to assist 
|in selection of an American direc- 
tor for the film. 
| Long-range production sked in 
| Africa also is in view for Lesser, 
|who has acquired permanent film- 
|ing facilities in Kenya Colony, 
| British East Africa. He has in mind 
| seven-year program, including one 
|Tarzan jungle pic annually, plus 
'other independent productions. 


a : ¥ | On home front, the plan is to im- 
Unique cross-plug idea has been worked out by 20th-Fox for its up- | port 15 releases annually for Prin- 


|cipal, with two from Italy already 
(acquired. These are “The Son of 
|D’Artagnan,” produced by Raffaela 
Colamohici, and 
| dubbed comedy which Lesser Co- 
|; produced with Marquis Theodoli. 
| 
‘set up for the imports will partici- 
| pate in the profits of the national 
| distribution here in addition to in- 
| dividual house receipts. The idea 
lis to bring the total to 300 through 
some lease acquisitions, franchise 
arrangements and _ inclusion of 
some of Lesser’s own situations on 
the Coast. 


| Branching out in another direc- 
ition, Lesser also is organizing 
Cinema Merchandise Corp. Inter- 
| national, which will create and su- 
| pervise novelties, tieins and exploi- 
‘tation for his productions. Firm 
will be managed by Julian Lesser, 
|president of Thalia Production. 
Initial campaigns will be directed 
to the Tarzan series and “Lanny 
Budd.” 


Eric R. Pleskow has 
named European _ representative 
for Sol Lesser Productions to 
supervise distribution, serve as 
liaison on European productions 
and acquire distribution rights to 
‘European product for U. S. 
| theatre presentation. He will sail 
,for his Frankfort headquarters on 
{the Queen Mary tomorrow (14). 

Pleskow has served as assistant 
general manager of the Motion 
Picture Export Assn. and U., S. 
film officer in Munich. . 








Chi Outfit Maps 3 


More ‘American’ Pix 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 
Central National Picture Corp., 
indie production outfit which de- 
| buted with “Golden Gloves Story,” 
_is planning at least three more 
| productions with “typically Amer- 
|ican” themes imposed on sports 
| background, according to corpora- 
tion officer Sidney Libit. No pre- 

oe Outh dates are set, however. 





Outfit’s first effort, which had 
_ received exploitation backing from 
| the Chicago Tribune, was self- 
| subsidized, and all production 
costs were met within the organ- 
ization. According to Libit, the 
indie has not had—and will not re- 
ceive—any financial backing from 
outside sources. 

In addition to Libit, Wallace 
Shlopak and Henry Lindauer 





,}All three are Chicago attorneys. 


“Twin Trouble,” | 


The theatre group he hopes to; 


been | 


20th’s Eve’ May Give Exhibitors 
Chance to Up Prices Via New Plan 


7s 





‘Mature, Lund Mishaps 
Defer ‘Winds’ Till Spring 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Production of “Wild Winds” has 
| been postponed by 20th-Fox until 
| next spring, due to accidents sus- 
|tained by Victor Mature and John 
Lund on location in Missoula, 
Mont. 

Former suffered leg injuries in 
a motorcycle accident and Lund, 


swollen neck. Decision to bring 
| troupe back to studio before shoot- 
| ing actually got underway also was 
| prompted by advices that adverse 
| weather, including snow, probably 
| would prevent completion of film 
this fall. 


BIG ‘TRIO’ PREMIERE 
FOR RUNYON FUND 


Paramount is planning an elab- 
orate world premiere of the J. Ar- 











Sev- | the Metropolitan: Theatres of Los|thur Rank production of “Trio” at 


ithe Sutton theatre, N. Y., on Oct. 
9 as a benefit for the Damon Run- 
yon Cancer Fund. * The major is 
distributing the film in the western 
| hemisphere. 

Sidney Box, who produced for 


Rank; W. Somerset Maugham, au- | 


thor of the three stories which 
form the subject matter for the 
picture, and Jean Simmons, who 
stars in one of its episodes, all will 
|participate in the debut cere- 
|monies. Preem is being sponsored 
by syndicated columnist Leonard 
| Lyons. 

| Maugham is due in N. Y. Sept. 
\27 on the Queen Mary. 


same ship, and Miss Simmons is 
due by plane next Monday (18). 
Paramount and Rank are sharing 
‘the expenses of Miss Simmons’ trek 
|across the sea, while Doubleday, 
‘the publishers, sponsored Mau- 
gham’s trip. 

| Mrs. Ruby Schinasi is chairman 
'of premiere arrangements. 





‘Sues His 2 Brothers To 
Balk Theatre Operation 


Kansas City, Sept. 12. 

Circuit Court Judge Joe W. Mc- 
Queen has taken under advisement 
an applieation by Edward D. Dur- 
| wood (nee Dubinsky) for an in- 
| junction to keep his two brothers 
from operating a theatre in St. 
Joseph, Mo. 

Durwood, prez of Durwood The- 
atres, Inc., alleges his brothers, Ir- 
win and H. W. Dubinsky, are vio- 





lating a contract by operating the . 
eataane and also using his name, | = 


| Dubinsky Bros. Theatres, Inc. Cur- 
rent legal fracas is an echo of ¥946 
|settlement over use of name and 
|operations in four nearby cities 
| which Durwood insists has been 
broken. 

Earlier the courts refused to dis- 
|miss Durwood’s original petition 
;and granted attorneys for both 
|sides until Sept. 9 to file briefs. 
| Defendants (which include Ruth 
‘Dubinsky, of Tuscon, widow of Bar- 
ney Dubinsky, another brother) had 





| Srounds of insufficient evidence. 


20th-Fox Sues Md. 
| Exhibs on % Reports 


Baltimore, Sept. 12. 

| Under-reporting of receipts on 
| percentage pictures is charged by 
|20th-Fox in a U. S. district court 
action against Frederick B. Klein 
and Charles W. Wingfield, operat- 
‘ing the Churchill theatre, Church- 
ill, and the Chester, Chestertown, 
both Maryland. Inspection of de- 
fendants’ records will be asked to 
determine alleged: damages. 

R. Dorsey Watkins of Piper, 
| Watkins, Arivett & Egerton, Bal- 
| timore, ig attorney for the plaintiff, 
| with Sargoy 
_ principal counsel. 

Texas Booth Blaze 

Abilene, Texas, Sept. 12. 
Gas masks were used by firemen 
_to combat a blaze which broke out 
in the projection room of the 
| Broadway here. Fire was confined 
_to the projector and film. Auto- 
|matic device on 
| closed when film ignited. Patrons 


|remained seated until informed 








round out the three-man setup. by Mrs. Likins that the showing assistant to George Glass, 


' would be discontinued, 


bitten by a wasp, has a badiy | 


Box ar-| 
|rived yesterday (Tuesday) on the 


moved to dismiss the petition on | 


& Stein of N. Y.) 


the projector. 


+ Number of exhibitors who have 


been toying with the idea of hik- 
ing their admission prices because 
of increased operating costs may 
‘try it out with 20th-Fox’s upcom- 
ing “All About Eve.” While 20th, 
under the anti-trust decree, is not 
permitted to demand a boost in 
'b.o. scales on the film, many ex- 
hibs believe the “scheduled per- 
'formances” plan under which 20th 
is attempting to sell the film 
makes it a natural for the experi- 
ment, since the plan is basically 
the same as roadshowing. 


Andy W. Smith, Jr., 20th’s sales 
veepée, last week revealed the con- 
tractual details of the “scheduled 
performances” plan and outlined 
the company’s thinking on how it 
should work in theatres. Con- 
tracts, which go out to the 
branches this week, include only 
;}one formal stipulation—that ex- 
j abs must agree not to book “Eve” 
/on a double bill. The “scheduled 
| performance” idea is_ carried 
merely as a “request” in the con- 
‘tract, with the following notations: 


| “No patron is to be seated after 
the picture starts; the theatre is to 
be cleared after each performance, 
with the schedules to be lined up 
accordingly; tickets for each per- 
formance may be sold in advance, 
and the picture, plus the special 
exhibition plan, is to be advertised 
at least two weeks in advance ‘so 
as to acquaint patrons with the 
policy’ and with the ‘efforts made 
to present it under the most favor- 
able circumstances for the pub- 
lic’.” 

Smith said 20th plans to adver- 
tise, via trailers and newspapers, 
the above information. He sug- 
gested that theatres opening early 
in the morning should have not 
more than four shows per day, 
with those usually opening at 1 
p.m. scheduling only three shows 
except on Saturdays. (Film runs 
128 minutes.) “It is our thought,” 
he added, “that tickets should be 
sold as far in advance as possible 
and that these tickets should indi- 
cate the date on which they be- 
come available and the scheduled 
time of the performance they 
cover. ‘This does not mean re- 
served seats, but it does mean that 
anybody may buy a ticket in ad- 
vance and will find a seat in the 
theatre when he _ presents his 
| ticket.” 

Smith further suggested that the 
| entire show with “Eve” should in- 
| clude a newsreel and a cartoon or 
_Some other short so that the en- 
| tire program does not run over 
three hours. 











Wald-Krasna 


Continued from. page 5 








-each film, using film title as song 
title, as added exploitation device. 
| Five-point merchandising pro- 
| gram was worked out with Depinet, 
Robert Mochrie, distribution chief; 
|Phil Reisman, foreign head; S. 
Barrett McCormick, advertising, 
and Perry Lieber, studio publicity. 
‘Intention is to work more closely 


|'with the sales and publicity de- ~ 


|partments in furnishing exhibs 
|with direct help in selling their 
pictures. 

Plan calls for a “film merchan- 
_dising manager” who will head- 
| quarter at the studio and act as 
‘liaison between producers, h. o., 
the sales force and theatremen 
around the country. He'll sit in on 
‘all story, casting and production 
talks to provide suggestions for 
both audience and sales appeal. 
‘Copies of basic story material, to- 
| gether with preselling ideas are 
to be given the ad-pub and sales 
departments immediately upon 
skedding the pix. Long-range ad- 
selling campaigns will begin when 
story is urchased, with early 
emphasis fo be placed on national 
‘advertising and merchandising tie- 
'ups anywhere from four to six 
‘months before the release date. 

Deal is cooking for Paul Munt 
| and Claire Trevor to take over two 
‘of four co-starring roles in “The 
|Harder They Fall,” which Wald- 
'Krasna will make as their first for 
| RKO. Pair will play a fight man- 
ager and his wife. Arthur Kennedy 
|is set as the fighter but the femme 
‘lead still is unsigned. 
Tom Gries has checked in at 
‘RKO as aide to Wald-Krasna on 
‘talent and stories, shifting from 
Stanley 


‘Kramer Productions veepee. 
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M-G-M’s "SUMMER STOCK” SOCKO! 


M-G-M adds another top-grosser to its ‘Technicolor Musical 
Parade: “Annie Get Your Gun,” “Duchess Of Idaho,” 
“Three Little Words.” And watch for “Toast Of New 
Orleans,” “Two Weeks With Love” and more! 


HERE ARE TYPICAL “SUMMER STOCK” RESULTS: 


—Tops “Annie Get Your Gun” in 14 comparable spots. 

—In 5 cities it tops “Father Of The Bride” July 4th business. 

—In 5 cities it beats Thanksgiving records of ““Adam’s Rib.” 

—Six day gross in Worcester is $184 less than “Battleground.” 

Every day in every way it’s getting Bigger and Bigger! 

* 

M-G-M presents JUDY GARLAND-~ GENE KELLY in “SUMMER STOCK” co-starring EDDIE BRACKEN « GLORIA DE HAVEN 
MARJORIE MAIN + PHIL SILVERS « With Ray Collins + Color by TECHNICOLOR ~ Screen Play by George Wells and Sy 


Gomberg + Story by Sy Gomberg + Music by Harry Warren + Lyrics by Mack Gordon + Directed by CHARLES WALTERS 
Produced by JOE PASTERNAK ~ A Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer Picture 
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Agencies Ponder Ruling 
Each Pact Amendment 
Must Get State Okay 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 

Talent agents and their lawyers 
were thrown into a flurry by the 
recent decision of the California 
State Labor Commission which 
voided the agency contract be- 
tween Famous Artists and Robert 
Wise, film director. Now they are 
wondering how many more con- 





tracts are like that. The Famous 


Artists-Wise pact was nullified be- 
‘ause an amended letter of agree- | 
ment 
contract form. 

The original agreement, signed | 
in 1944, had attached a 
which provided that the 
would run for seven years after 
he left the employ of RKO, where 
he was engaged at that time. In 
effect, the letter extended the con- 
tract over an indefinite period. 

The Labor Commission ruled 
that there can be no amendments 
to the standard contract form un- 
less such amendments are scrutin- 
ized and approved individually. 
Next move is up to the California 
Superior court. 


letter | 
pact | 











| Brit. Freeze 
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will be seurces of discussion dur- 
ing the year. It was thought by 
the negotiators, however, that at- 
tempts to foresee every possible 
interpretation would have made 
their task interminable, and that 
the present more-or-less skeleton- 
ized form on detail was prefer- 
able, particularly since all coin 
would be unfrozen anyway. 
$17,000,000 Guarantee 

There was about $34,000,000 in 
U. S. earnings in Britain during 
the past year and the Americans 
are counting on the new deal to 
absorb that much in earnings next 
year plus $7,635,000 which will 
have been previously accrued as | 
of the Oct. 1 date. Convertibility | 
is guaranteed for $17,000,000, with | 
another $4,000,000 possible in | 
bonuses in three categories and 
the rest usable’ for production, | 
printmaking, paying salaries of | 
employees in the sterling zone 
and/or some 24 other purposes. 

Production by Yank firm util- 
ized about £3,000,000 ($8,400,000) 
of their blocked sterling last year. 
Under the bonus pian, the same 
quantity of production during the 
next year will give the American 
companies who make pix in Eng- 
land additional convertibility of 
$1,960,000. 

This is worked out in the agree- 
ment by providing that the Yank 
producers get added convertibility 
amounting to 23% of anything they 
spend on picturemaking. Thus, 
23° of the £3,000,000 spent last 
year equals approximately £700,- 
000, which in turn equals about 
$1,960,000. 


In addition to this convertibility, 
of course, the producing company 
will also have used up out of its 
sterling supply the amount needed 
tv make the pix en which the 23% 
is being figured. Thus, it will be 
scraping at its frozen sterling from 
two directions at once, and this 
incentive is expected to hypo rro- 
duction by U. S. firms in England. 

Bonus Allowances 


Second bonus allows for con- 
Vertibility of a sum equal to 50% 
of sterling expenditures by Ameri- 
cans for outright purchase of 
western hemisphere rights to Brit- 
ish pix. Third bonus is converti- 
bility of a sum equal to 50% of 
Sterling paid to British interests 
resulting from distribution of their 
product in the western hemisphere. 


Since all the figures used in 
working out the percentages were 
from the eight major companies, 
the negotiators employed the as- 
Sumption that these companies rep- 
resented 95% of U. S. earnings in 
Britain and that the indies thus 
represented 5%. 


Pact was basically negotiated 





in July by Eric Johnston, 
MPAA prez; Ellis G. Arnall, 
SIMPP prez, and James A. 


Mulvey, repping SIMPP. Details 
were worked out) by MPAA 
London rep Fayette W. Allport, 
who explained the whole deal to 
MPAA members at the session at 
which they okayed it last week. 
Arnall gave the lowdown to his 


membership at a session on the 
oast, 


| suance of $12,000,000 


'from the Chase National 








$7,500,000 Loan 


Continued from page 3 


made for the reason that produc- 
tion-distribution had been lagging 
far behind exhibition so far as 
earnings were concerned. Thus, 
bolstering the cash reserves of the 
new picture firm put them both on 
a more or less equal basis as they 
Dg their separate ways last 
an. 


The RKO plan for reorganiza- 





tion, which is due on Jan. 1, 1951, 


similarly calls for transfer of $10,- 
000,000 in theatre company money 


| to the new picture outfit. 


The new National Theatre mon- 


was added to the standard | etary deal is in the form of an 


amendment to a loan made in 1946. 
That provided $20,000,000. via is- 
in deben- 


|tures to Metropolitan Life Insur- 
|}ance Co. and $8,000,000 in credit 


Bank, 
N. Y., and the Bank of America 
in Los Angeles. Repayments had 
reduced this total to $16,800,000 as 
of last July 1. The new borrow- 
ing of $7,500,000 was arranged with 
the two banks. 

As a further step in anticipation 
of divorcement, 20th-Fox also has 
plans for retirement of its two pre- 
ferred stock issues to simplify the 
capital structure. The corporation 
has outstanding 152,929 shares of 
$1.50 cumulative preferred securi- 
ties, which may be called at $35 
per share, and 74,469 of $4.50 prior 
preferred, which may be called at 
$100 per share. 


Actually there has been a hiatus 


|of about six weeks in 20th-Fox’s 


conferences with Government at- 
torneys on terms for. divorcement 
but that the two sides are very 
close to agreement has. been indi- 
cated. Reason for the lull is that 
Philip Marcus, who took the case 
for the Gevernment when prosecu- 
tor Robert Wright left U. S. em- 
ploy at the end of last winter, has 
been in Oregon arguing another 
suit. The 20th-Fox divorcement 
talks will be resumed in Washing- 
ton, it is expected, upon ‘his return 
late this month. 











Venice Fete’ 
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Dmytryk in association with Rod 


| Geiger and J. Arthur Rank. 


Festival, which preemed Aug. 20 
on a highly festive scale, nose- 
dived in activity after the opening 
week. War scare presumably kept 
most Americans away, and Euro- 
peans, apparently waiting until the 
event got under way, didn’t ap- 
pear in any great numbers until 
this week. Little buying activity 
was consummated, as most foreign 
film distributors remained on the 
sidelines as spectators. 


To further any buying of films, 
the festival authorities this year 
set up a special “mercato,” or film 
market, in the city of Venice, not 
at the Lido Island where the fete 
has been held. Innovation drew 
good response and will probably 
continue as a permanent part of 
future festivals. Films screened 
at the market were not competing 
for prizes and thus did not have 
to conform to any artistic stand- 
ards. Producer having a film for 
sale must pay about $65, plus ex- 
penses of the screening room, and 
then can invite whomever he 
pleases. 


20th’s Longhai 


Continued from page 4 


to take the piace of a stageshow. 


First of the concert films was 
finished last week on the Coasts. 
Titled “Music—Now and Forever,” 
the picture features Artur Rubin- 
stein, Jascha Heifetz, Jan Peerce, 
Nadine Connor and Dimitri Mitro- 
poulos conducting the N.Y. Phil- 
harmonic. -Deems Taylor is nar- 
rator. Film also spotlights several 
ballet sequences presented by im- 
presario Sol Hurok, who is coop- 
erating in production of the series 
with World Artists. 

Twentieth hasn’t yet announced 
its selling policy on the concert 
series, which are to be handled by 
the shorts department under the 
supervision of Peter Levathes. It’s 
expected the company will seek 
fiat deals for them in general 
situations, same as with a second 
feature on a regular bill. in situa- 
tions where they may be booked 
as the top feature, such as art 
houses, 20th might ask for per- 
centage terms, 











MONO-AA LOOK TO 
46-PICTURE SCHEDULE 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

‘Total of 46 pictures will be re- 
leased by Monogram and Allied 
Artists during the 1950-51 season, 
it was anrfounced by Steve Broidy, 
president of both companies, at 
their annual three-day sales con- 
vention. Of these pix, Monogram 
will supply 40 and Allied Artists 
six. 

Expressing optimism over the fu- 
ture prosperity of the companies, 
Broidy declared the sales quota 


| for the season had been set at $12,- 


500,000, a boost of $2,000,000 over 
any season in the past. 


Briefs From the Lots 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 


RKO signed Frankie Carle orch 
for two numbers in its ‘‘Footlight 
Varieties” ... Edward L. Alperson 
appointed Al Zimbalist as his ex- 
ecutive assistant with “The Sword 
of Monte Cristo” as his first assign- 
ment’... “Highway° 301” is the 
release tag on “The Big Stickup” 
at-. Warners . ... Phyllis Avery 
makes her screen bow as femme 
lead in “The Gossamer World,” 
first of three episodes in Robert 
Stillman’s “Queen For a Day”... 














Mid-Century Films, new indie pro- | 


duction unit, bought ‘‘Murderer,” 


autl.ored by John Jacoby and) 


Anne Lazlo ... Virginia Mayo will 
divide top femme billing with 
Doris Day in “Miss America” at 
Warners ... Adolph Green switch- 
ed from scripter to actor for a role 
in “An American in Paris” at 
Metro. 


William Cameron Menzies will 
direct “Drums of the Deep South,” 
Civil War yarn to be produced by 
the King Bros.,in Cinecolor, start- 
ing in October ... Harry Horner 
signed as art director on “He Ran 
All the Way” for Roberts Produc- 
tions ... Jerry Wald and Norman 
Krasna talking deal to star Eleanor 
Parker in two pictures they will 
make for RKO. Wald-Krasna also 
bought Raymond Hakim’s screen 
rights to the Emile Zola novel, 
“The Human Beast,” and ‘“Cow- 
poke,” rodeo yarn authored by 
David Dortort ... Lt. Comm. R. C. 
Cannon will function as _ liaison 
between the Coast Guard and Re- 
public in the filming of “Fighting 
U.S. Coast Guard.” 

Metro’s Pete Smith Specialty, 
“Table Toppers,” will be whooped 
up-in a national campaign by three 
pocket billiard champs, Willie 
Mosconi, Jimmy Caras and Charlie 
Peterson ... Robert Merrill signed 
multiple - picture contract with 
Metro, to go into effect whenever 
the singer is at liberty from his 
Metropolitan Opera roles ,.. Alan 
Ladd will star in “The Submarine 
Story,” Joe Sistrom production 
which John Farrow will direct for 
Paramount ... Normandy Produc- 
tions, Inc., organized by Arthur 
Ripley, Rudolph Monter and Rob- 
ert Goelet, Jr., with “A Texas 
Scandal” as the first picture... 
Billy Eckstine signed a one-picture 
deal with Metro, calling for a film 
to be made before March, 1951. 


Columbia hunting a fat thesp for 
role of Walt in a series of pictures 
based on the newspaper strip, 
“Gasoline Alley” ... Metro reg- 
istered “Lorelei Brown” as a title 
for a forthcoming feature... 
Buster Keaton signed a term con- 
tract to work on comedy scripts for 
Metro ... “Girls of the Road” is 
new tag on “Missing Daughters” 
at Columbia ... James Vaughn 
bought “Something for Nothing,” 
written by Harry Essex, for indie 
filming under the Bel Air Produc- 
tions banner . . . Kay Productions 
will make “The Return of Captain 
Bligh” for Columbia release .. . 
Brad Dexter drew featured role 
in RKO’s “Macao,” with an option 
for a term contract. 


Don Weis signed writer-director 
contract with Metro after two 
years as dialog director for Stanley 
Kramer .. . Joe Sistrom producing 
a war film, tentatively titled “The 
Submarine Story,” at RKO... 
Newly formed Saturn Productions 
will tee off with “Port of Call” 
with Alfred Green directing and 
Dick Foran in one of the top roles. 
. . « Metro signed Billie Burke, 
Moroni Olsen, Paul Harvey, Rusty 
Tamblyn, Tommy Irish and Mari- 
etta Canty, all members of the 
“Father of the Bride’ troupe, to 
re-enact their roles in ‘“Father’s 
Little Dividend” .. . William 
Jacobs’ current production. “Lul- 
laby of Broadway,” is his 75th since 
joining Warners ..,. Warners ac- 
quired screen rights to Robert 
Louis Stevenson’s “The Master of 
—*" for production in Eng- 
an 











More Bounce to B.O. With Greater 
Effort, Schwartz Tells Managers 


salle, 


There’s bounce to the business 





> 


WALLIS PLANS FILM IN 
ENGLAND NEXT SPRING 


Hal B. Wallis said on arrival in 
N. Y. from Europe on Monday (11) 
he has tentative plans to produce 
one picture in England in the 
spring. He reported he had pre- 


now, and with more effort there 
will be more bounce. That is the 
motivating factor behind the cur- 
rent series of meetings of RKO 
Theatres which got underway in 
N. Y. last week and will continue 
today (Wednesday) in Cincinnati, 
tomorrow and Friday in Chicago 
and next Monday in Los Angeles, 
circuit head Sol A. Schwartz said 





liminary talks while abroad with 
writers, performers and others on 
doing “Son and Stranger,” by Da- 


vid Demarest Lloyd, which has | 


its locale in Cambridge. 


France after 11 weeks, mostly in 
England, France and Switzerland. 


|He also attended the showing of | 


his latest, “September Affair,” at 
the Venice Film Festival last | 
month and arranged for the world | 


Monday (11). 

Schwartz and assistant general 
manager William Howard, who are 
conducting the “boost business” 


| sessions, are going into every de- 
Wallis came in on the Ile de) 


tail of theatre operation, Schwartz 
said prior to his trek to Cincinnati. 
All on hand are participating in 
forum discussion on the same 
level; there is no dais. 

At the opening sessions assistant 
theatre managers had the same 


premiere of the film at the Sistine | prominence in talking trade prob- 


theatre, Rome, tomorrow (14). 
The producer, who 


through Paramount, will leave for | 


the Coast at the end of the week 
with plans to begin two produc- 
tions before Jan. 1. 
will be a Lucille Fletcher story 





He said one | 
| Waldorf-Astoria hotel, was a last- 


|lems as department heads with 
releases | the result there were no mental 


barriers restraining any of the par- 
ticipants, Schwartz recounted. He 
said that bringing in the assistants 
at the N. Y. sessions, held at the 


starring Burt Lancaster and the| minute idea hit upon when the 


other likely will be “The Stooge” 
with Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis. 








Foreign Pix B.0. 


Continued from page 3 geet 


in New York, and if it doesn’t click 
there art houses throughout the 
country are reluctant to book it. 
If they do buy it, it is at compara- 
tively poor terms for the ‘distrib. 
In most cases, too, the unfavorable 
New York reaction has a way of 
seeping through to the publie out- 
of-town and the b.o. reflects the 
Broadway offbeat. 

Perfect example of the Times’ 
potency is seen in the case of “Dif- 
ficult Years,” Italian lingualer cur- 
rently at the World, N. Y. It got 
favorable reviews in every New 
York daily except the Times, but 
is languishing at the b.o. and will 
be pulled Friday (17) after a poor 
four-week run.Lopert Films, which 
imported the pic, spent consider- 
able coin in having an English nar- 
ration written by Arthur Miller 
(“Death of a Salesman”) -. and 
spoken by John Garfield. Distrib 
is moving the pic over to its own 
house, the 55th Street, following 
the World run. 

Incidentally, critics Bosley Crow- 
ther of the Times and Archer Win- 
sten of the Post got into another 
of their columnistic duels over 
“Years.” Winsten, who has called 
Crowther names by name previous- 
ly, was more discreet in his Post 
pillar last week, but his reference 
was unmistakable. Crowther in 
turn took cognizance of the fact 
that he seemed to be alone in his 
opposition to the pic in his Sun- 
day (10) column. 

Winsten wrote: “A critic should 
never discourage other critics from 
vigorous expression of their ia- 











alienable right to be wrong. Be-| 


sides, if they were all in constant 
agreement, what would be the 


point in having more than one of | 


them” He then went on to barb: 
“Most films can be adequately 
gauged by anyone with an eye to 
see and an ear to hear. But a few 
turn the tables without warning. 
Impervious to ordinary weapons of 
attack, they measure the defi- 
ciences of those who fail to meet 
their test of understanding.” 





Court Denies Dismissal 


In Hawk % Actions 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 12. 

U. S. district court has denied 
motions to dismiss eight pending 
percentage actions against Hal F. 
Hawk, as administrator of the es- 
tate of Claude C. Hawk and the 
Claude Hawk Corp. Plaintiffs are 
Universal, United Artists, RKO, 
Warners, Paramount, Columbia, 
Loew’s and 20th-Fox. 

VanCott, Bagley, Cornwall & Mc- 
Carthy are attorneys for each 
plaintiff, with Sargoy & Stein of 
N. Y. of counsel, 


M. N. Wolf’s More Gab 


Following up on its scheduled 
one-two punch to aid the film in- 
dustry’s public relations campaign, 
Metro this week set up nine more 
dates for its traveling 
speaker, Maurice N, Wolf, 
the next four weeks, 





uring 


|initial conclave, with only division 
and theatre managers, generated 
'sO much enthusiasm. He added 
|the informality of the meetings 
| demonstrated conclusively the mu- 
tuality of interest between home- 
office executive and the man in 
the field, leading to a better un- 
derstanding, and smoother opera- 
tion. 


Schwartz reiterated there is “a 
predominance of good pictures” 
and now is t!.2 time to get behind 
them with the added push. For 
this reason, he said, every item 
entailed in operating a theatre was 
canvassed at the meetings, from 
the way the telephone is answered 
to the problem of filling the front 
seats on a big night. 


The current series of meetings 
is preliminary to the RKO circuit’s 
three-month campaign which will 
begin Oct. 1. Added incentive for 
homeoffice personnel as well as 
theatre staffs is a group of prizes 
totaling - $3,000 --for .contributions 
of various sorts toward boxoffice 
turnover. Two top awards to mane 
agers of $250 each, one in N. Y. 
and the other out of town, will go 
for the best combined ratio of 
profit-gross attendance during the 
three months as compared with the 
same period in 1949. The other 
prizes will cover campaigns, show- 
manship, theatre parties, publicity, 
service, vending, operation econ- 
omy and children’s and midnight 
shows, 


N. Y. IN NEW PITCH 





That the city of N. Y. will per- 
sist in its push for more produc- 
tion was demonstrated anew on 
Monday (11) with a pitch by Frank 
Lee Donaghue, city’s director of 
commerce. He made it clear that 
| he was out to lure more filmmak- 
ing and promised full cooperation 
of his department, which includes 
a division of motion picture and 
television coordination. 


Donaghue said that $10,000,000 
was spent by Coast crews in N. Y. 
last year in payrolls and living exe 
penses, and the majority of tech- 
nicians were New Yorkers, help- 
ing the city’s employment situation. 

Occasion for Donaghue’s new bid 
was a 21 Club luncheon at which 
Universal-International and the in- 
dustry received a special citation 
for the company’s production of 
| “Sleeping City,” made entirely in 
N. Y., from the city. Acting Mayor 
Vincent Impellitteri made the for- 
mal presentation of a scroll to 
Leonard Goldstein, producer of the 
film, on behalf of U-I, and to Fran- 








| cis S. Harmon, vice president of 


the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica, in behalf of the industry. 


SPG’s $1 Assessment 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

First assessment ever voted by 
Screen Publicists Guild, $1 per 
| member tab for “crusade for free- 
|dom,” was unanimously approved 
by exec board. It now goes to 
membership for rafification at 
Sept. 19 meeting, which will also 
vote on approving Gerald Gottlieb 








ublic | as part-time business agent. 


Exee board called for full meme 
bership support of campaign. 
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Legalities Snarl 
NY. Variety Tent 


On Nominations 


Variety Club’s New York tent 
was forced to table recommenda- 
tions of its nominating committee 
last week as a result of differences 
between the N. Y. and the inter- 


London Variety Club’s 
$10,000 Talent Hunt 


London. 
Although they are not staging 
a midnight gala show this year, 
the London Tent of the Variety 
club expects to get about $10,000 
from an exploitation stunt aimed 
at finding new vocal talent. 


held over the Associated British 
Cinemas’ circuit, proceeds of the 


held at the Palladium, will go to| 
the club. Finals will be decided 





national Variety constitutions. 
Committee chairmanned by Abe} 
Montague, Columbia sales chief, | 
had prepared a slate of officers for 
the October election by the tent. 


International constitution calls | 
for election of officers by the) 
“crew’’—which is equivalent to a 
board of directors—rather than 
directly by the membership. New 
York tent regulations provide for 
ballotting by the members. 


Since international rules are 
supposed to take precedence, there 
was considerable discussion at the 
nominating committee’s session last 
week as to whether it should pro- 
ceed under the New York or inter- 
national constitution. It was de- 
cided to table the slate of officers 
the committee was set to recom- 
mend pending a decision on the 
constitutional question. 


Ordinarily, under the interna- 
tional rules, the crew consists of 11 
men elected by the members plus 
the last five chief barkers. Since | 
the New York tent was an out-| 
growth of Motion Picture Asso- 
ciates, which had a board of 22) 
members, the international rules! 
were waived last year to make the | 
New York crew that size. Request 
for similar waiver will be asked} 
this year, with the crew to consist 
of 17 members plus five officers. 
New York tent is only a year old 
and naturally can’t comply with 
the proviso for the last five chief 
barkers to be included on the crew. 








Pitt Int’l Meet 





on the air, and apart from a cash} 


| prize, the winner will be offered 


an engagement in one of Nat Kar-| 
son’s Empire stageshows. 

Chief Barker Robert S. Wolff) 
announced that the Duke of Edin- | 


| burgh and U. S. Ambassador Lewis 


Douglas have been made honorary 
life members. Each receives a gold | 
membership card. 


UA Coin 


Continued from page 5 
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unlikely that Sherman or anyone 
else will be interested in advanc- 
ing production coin. Company is 
losing heavily each week, with the 
losses undoubtedly likely to get 
bigger before they diminish. No 
one, it is thought, will want to ad- 
vance coin for pix without assur- 
ance that the company slated to 
release them will be in a healthy 


Nation-wide contests are to be, Amori e Veleni (Loves and Poisons) ( 


' Anna of Rhodes (Greek) (Gloria) 
semi-finals, which probably will be| Arshin Takes a Wife (Russian) (Artkino) 


PICTURE AND DISTRIB. 
Adamo ed Eva (Adam & Eve) (Ital.) tLux) 


| Al Diavolo con Celebrita (One Night of Fame) (Italian) 
(Scalera) PR 
Almafuerte (Argentine) (Sono) 


ee 


Italian) (Herald... 
Angels of the Streets (French) (Metro) : 





Au P’tit Zouave (The Little Zouave) (French) (UFPC).. 
Autant en Emporte L’ 
(French) (Victory) 


Bara en Mor (Only a Mother) (Swedish) ‘Svensk) 


Histoire (Gone With History) 


Benvenuto, Reverendo! (Welcome Reverend) (Ital) (20th)... 
| Biancaneve e i Sett Lavri (Snowwhite and the Seven 


Thieves) (Italian) (ENIC) 
Bitter Springs (Australian) (Brit. Empire) 
Border Street (Polish) (Globe) 
Botta e Risposta (Italian) (Vela).... 


Boys From the Streets (Norw) (Kommunenes Filmcentral}. 


Branquinol (Crazy Show) (French) (Fernard Rivers) 


Cantiga Da Rua (Song of the Street) (Portuguese) 
(Lisbon) . - 
Cavalieri della Montagna (Italian) (Metro) 
Ce Siecle a 50 Ans (This Is the Half-Century) (French) 
(AGDC) 


Champane a Martello (Children of Chance) (Ital) (Lux)... 


Cheri (French) (CCFC) 
Children of Chaos (French) (Victory) 
City of Torment (German) (Films Intl) 
Danza de Fuego (Dance of. Fire) (Argentine) (Inter- 
americana) 
Der Bagnostraefling. (The Fugitive) 
(Schorcht) 
Die Wunderschoene Galathee (The Beautiful Gala- 
thea) (German) (National).... 
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(German) 





state by the time the films are come | 
There can be no such as-| 
surance unless a heavy bundle of | 


pleted. 


operating money becomes available 
to UA. On the other hand, it is 
almost impossible to line up-an 
operating loan without adequate 
assets to collateralize it. UA’s as- 
sets from this standpoint appear of 
dubious proportions. McNamee has 
been working along the line of 
committing to a lending agency the 


income off the top from rentals, | 


representing UA’s advances to pro- 
ducers for prints and advertising. 
These are said to represent some- 


Difficult Years (Anni Difficili) (Italian) (Lopert) 
Domenica D’Agosto (A Midsummer Holiday) (Italian) 


Duello Senza Onore (Duel Without Honor) (Italian) 
(Manento) 


E Primavera (It’s Springtime) (Italian) (ENIC)........... 


Envoi Des Fleurs (Sending of Flowers) (French) 





eeveceeoeveeonmeeenne 


oe eee etree ewe weer eer eeee es 
ee 

eer 
eS ee ewrn ? 2 Pew e?y Cee ee PEPER ee Oe A ee ee 


"eee eeeeeeeeees 
see eee eee ear eees 


eee ee 


TeretrTeetese eee 


ioe es 6 6 > 6666 6 6 


SE APRHKOCS CHESS SCD CE DEB EREDOEH OHO REHDEOCDECOOTDD 
Lets HEC 6th we CSE SRE DOC OPMRE HCA OSS EC KCBROEBER 


"eee ever 


Oo © OOO 6-68 66 6 6-4 6S 6S SE CORK Oe 6H OK OO OS 


Foreign Language Film Reviews—1950 


| Ainsi Finit La Nuit (Thus Finishes the Night) (Fr) (Corona) . Claude Dauphin-Anne Vernon.........Jan. 


Mario Angelotti 


Wednesday, September 13, 1950 
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| Femmes San Nom (Wemen Without Names) (French) 
ED io cen a Na he ca asda ee eee PEERS, Simone Simon-Francois Rosay......... July 12 
| Coemerenes Usermans) (ALMORE)..... 0c .accsccrccceceveusesos Zarah Leander-Carl Raddatz...........May 3 


G 
Gates of the Night (French) (Films Intl.).............00.. 























Indianapolis. |thing between $300,000 and | 4 | Nathalie Nattier-Yves Montand........March 22 

International Variety will hold | $500,000. Gafaehrliche Gaeste (Dangerous Guests) (German) : 7 
its annual midwinter meeting in| Affiliate Co. Would Handle Prod. (Allianz) .. os... essere eee eee eee eee eee ee. Vera Molnar-Wolf Albach-Retty...... March 1 
Pittsburgh Oct. 20-21, Chief Barker! ‘Sherman-Fink plan envisages Girls Behind Bars (German) (Films Intl.)..... ce ecccccces PN, ann: ns tec eense +e sen ne ess May 17 
Marc Wolf announced here. It will | their setting up a sort of affiliate God, Man and Devil (Yiddish) (Aaron)....... eoeseseees Michael Michaelesko.. ......... cose Oa. ae 
precede the annual banquet of the | Company to UA to handle its pro-| Heart and Soul (Italian) (Crest)............. Va cctosess Vittorio De Sica-Maria Mercader.......June 28 
Pittsburgh tent Oct. 22, when gold | duction. There is talk of their} Her Wonderful Lie (Italian) (Col)................ eoceees Marta Eggerth-Jan Kiepura..... coccee May 10 
cards will be presented to 11 char-| financing 23 pix the first year, al-| Histoires Extrordinaires (Extraordinary Stories) 
ter members. though insiders would be surprised SEED EPRI, ok ose ss oa on ¥.c.be 16% ...eeeeeeeees- Jules Berry-Fernand Ledoux.......... March 15 

The chief barker will attend the | 29d pleased to see them actually | Ho Sognato Il Paradiso (I Dreamt of Paradise) 

COMPO meeting on a war activi- | bring in one-third or one-half that (Italian) (Artisti Ass0c.)......2...c.ccsecctevevens ..» Geraldine Brooks-Vittorrio Gassmann..July 12 
ties program in Washington, Sept. | oe J ; Il Figlio de D’Artagnan (The Son of D’Artagnan) 

8; the annual banauet of the Okla- | é pian, in any case, reported- Femme) “URI «ita, al yabadic aden t det aens iavesews Glanna Marla Canale....é<is s<scsi coo’ May 3 
homa City tent, Sept. 12; a testi-|/¥Y will be presented to the owners| 1} Lupo Della Sila (The Wolf of the Sila) (Italian) 

monial dinner for Allen Moritz, re- | and management at next week's | CE, oo ic biG ba ed icae PRES RE COL Pe Silvana Mangano-Amedeo Nazzari.....Feb. 8 
tired Columbia branch manager, | oe ther be ge as yet 18/1) Mulatto (The Mulatto) (Italian) (SEFI).............. Umberto Spadaro-Jole Fierro..........Aug. 9 
by the Cincinnati tent, Sept. 18, | Ne oe om — r+ t ae Iluvia Roja (Red Rain) (Mexican) (Nacionales).......... Jorge Negrete-Elsa Aguirre............March 8 
and the annual meeting of the | sional pre a e the di ve addl-| Interdit Au Public (Forbidden to the Public) (French) 
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ospital at Saranac, N. Y., pt.’ “ eee | Into the Straight (Australian) (U-I)....... occcccccccoccee Chas, Tingwell-Muriel Steinbeck.......Jan.- 19 
22-23. ry called Sur in wy s charter and Invisible Army (Danish) (Palladium).........++.+++++++.Bodi Kjaer-Ebbe Rode.......... wees. June 28 
‘ bing give will go to Toronto ge hig ate pine “Soot Ivan Pavlov (Russian) (Artkino)....... sod ¥e.eugs obs 4 69 MIO IIE: 5 ux obo 05 br04660 .-..Feb. 15 
tion easndla tat Baca aa take any action. Members named Julie De Carneilhan (French) (Sirius)............+++.-+5 Edwige Feuillere-Pierre Brasseur......May 24 
the last convention of International | 2fter the new management took Jungfrun Pa Jungfrusund (The Girl from Jungfrusand) 

Variety for its Variety Village for | OVeF in July are McNutt, Mc-| ” (Swedish) ‘Sandrew-Bauman)...............0.00088 ..Ludde Gentzel-Ake Soderblom.....,..April 26 
Handicapped Children. rena mt a Max Kravetz and| Kerleken Segrar (Victory of Love) (Swedish) (Svensk)....Karl-Arne Holmsten-Ingred Thunlin....May 3 
Miss Pickfor La Beaute Du Diable ‘The Beauty of the Devil) 
Bob Bostick Tops Memphis Tent Company’s biggest danger is the (French) (Franco-London)..... bennett ...-.Michel Simon-Gerard Philipe.........April 19 
Memchi utter lack of product it faces next! La Belle Que Voila (Here Is the Beauty) (French) 
_— : eM pHs. February or sooner. If all the films ED Shin uh Deinak bed nht sd eked Wea s inne eee 4 .«.+«-Michele Morgan-Henri Vidal...........May 10 
ob Bostick named Chief Barker | committed are delivered by their} La Cage Aux Filles (Cage of Women) (French ‘ 
of Variety Club Tent No. 20 by! producers—and there’s always al’ (O ni ) . Daniele D 
: ge oe ea r ay er ee Serer e ....-Daniele Delorme......... ccesccccceee- FED. 8 
= — a ga here this week. | possibility they won't be—product | La Casa Chica (Love Nest) (Mexican) (Nacionales)...... Dolores del Rio.......... vea0es00000.0e 
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Ww ine in tee fhe local | new product dwindles La Soif Des H (Man's Hunger) (French) (Ci eee ee 
arner office in the switcheroo of . if Des Hommes (Man’s Hunger) (French) (Cine 
personnel by WB. _ Two producers who were hold- EE «25 6 6 4b-0-0 SRa es pb bes CU Riis ces ee benesseeee Georges Marchal-Dany Robin..........May 24 
- ing out have now delivered their} La Souriciere (The Mousetrap) (French) ‘Gaumont)....Bernard Blier-Francois Perier.........April 26 
Cincy To Honor Moritz negatives, but that’s not a cer-| La Terra Trema (The Earth Trembles) (Italian) 
Cincinnati tainty UA will be able to sell them | tA re a ae 2 we IE Facute SG tty hee eoecees ABT Be 

Allan 8. Morit . ° Harry Popkin has delivered “El-| L’Auberge Du Perche ‘The Inn of Sin) (French) (Pathe)...Ginette Leclerk-J. P. Kerien..........March 29 
nae te Beeson = ange man-| len” and it has been put on the re-| La Valse De Paris (The Paris Waltz) (French) ‘Lux).... Pierre Fresnay-Yvonne Printemps......May 24 
et May Bere: Variety Club: locale + wo slate 7 Oct. hing but the pro- | La Pivsctn mee Inattendue (The Unexpected Voyager) 

; Ah 7 ucer, as is his right, has rejected SN CRIN wins nto pean co ene ose i Ve cew eben a0 Dany Robin-Georges Marchal....,...... . 
sectianenial diieked otas hans tt ° yon : eee ae submitted. | Le Crime Des Justes (The Crime of the Just) (French) ; ' ride 
40. likewise, I. G. Goldsmith has de- I UC PRUE oa ot ne daa + oe tuck adie FN Ke Seth a4 wee bw Jean Debucourt.....cccccesceseevees: FED. 8 
D f R y T tee ty oe Husbands” and it} Le Grand Rendezvous (The Big Meeting) (French) : 
as een set own for Sept. 29, (Corona) S60 0 66 OSS £6.66 0 © 6-00 O64: w Vis be 2 0 6 04  O-e 6's HOS Francois Patrice see eee eee eaeweeeeeeees .March 1 
erer ogers OSp our but continued delays on advertis-| Le Portrait D’'Un Assassin (Portrait of an Assassin) ‘ 

Scheduled tour of the Will|ing approvals — whether inten- (French) EAE hs VOLES 64 five deb oe Aves doen sees, J Maria Montez-Eric Von Stroheim......Jan. 18 
Regers Memorial hospital, Saranac | tional or not—are holding it up. Le Roi (The King) (French) (Discina)...............cc0e0. PEMUTICS® CHOVERIER 6 os viet esas Jan 11 
—. N. Me ad ment 23 has been Return of Grad Sears to the| Le Tresor De Cantenac (French) (Selznick)............. BOGE GUE cc ccccecece acids sec . March 15 

emporarily postponed, due to the| sales helm last week has done| Les Dernieres Jours de Pompei (The Last Days of 
inability of enough of the officers|much to restore producer confi-|_ Pompeii) (French) ‘Consortium Arts)............... -- Georges Marchal-Micheline Presle......May 3 
and directors of the sanatorium to} dence in the company and has| Les Enfants Terribles (The Unmanageable Children) 
fit the event into their schedules. | tremendously perked morale. Sears’ CD GUD 6506 V0.6 sea cose aN oss «ebeanegs Nicole Stephane-Edward Dhermitte....May 24 
It’s expected the weekend junket | salary of $2,000 weekly plus $500 | L’'Homme Que Revient De Loin (The Man Who Re- 
will be held sometime next spring. | expenses was resumed last Friday | _ turns from Afar) (French) (Cine-Selection)............Annabella-Maria Casares.............-Aug. 2 

Industry administrators of the | (8), but he is insisting that ‘the L'Imperatore de Capri (The Emperor of Capri) 
hospital, which is administrated by | Management pay him $20,000 rep- (Italian) (LUX). 2... eee cece cece ee ence eee +eee++.Tot-Yvonne Sanson......... + eeeeeees. March 29 
the Variety Clubs, had bee. sched-| resenting checks due him between | LOS Perez Garcia (Argentine) (TIndependencia)............Martin Zabalua-Sara Prosperi..........March 8 
uled to spend the weekend after the time the new management took | Love of a Clown (Pagliacci) (Italian) (MPSC)... £ ad are 6 ee GEE 0 8 érclere's ci 40 temo eeasceene .Feb. 8 
the sanatorium tour at the nearby over and the time he returned to | Mad .About Opera (Follie Per L’Opera) (Italian) 

Schroon Lake home of Herman his desk. His suit for that amount, CED . 9. b.s. 05.0's ew een ens DERE A Cove os Sexe er ke Ree Jcacess AOE 
Robbins, National Screen Service | less advances said to amount to/| Maneges (The Riding School) (French) (Discina)......... Simone Signoret-Bernard Blier........March 8 
prez and board member. j about $6,000, still stands. (Continued on page 20) 
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CE. McCarthy Gets 


COMPO Info Post 


Further rounding out the exec 
staff of the Council of Motion Pic- 
ture Organizations, exec v.p. Ar- 
thur L. Mayer this week named 
Charles E. McCarthy as informa- 
tion officer. He'll be in charge of 
distribution of publicity to news- 
papers and tradepapers. 

McCarthy was formerly director 
of publicity and advertising for the 
Paramount and 20th-Fox. During 
the war he was an aide to John 
Hay (Jock) Whitney, head of the | 
film division of the Office of the 
Coordination of Interamerican 
Affairs. 

COMPO prez Ned E. Depinet 
also named three committees to 
cope with requests and problems 
growing out of the current war 
crisis. A - screening committee, 
composed entirely of exhibitors, 
will pass upon all suitability for! 
theatre showings of all films sub- | 
mitted by government or private | 
agencies. Russell V. Downing, 
managing director of New >) 
Radio City Music Hall, is chair- 
man. He'll be aided by Rotus Har- 
vey, William Namenson, Wilbur 
Snaper and Robert Wilby. 

Si Fabian will chairman a the- 
“atre priorities committee to han- 
die relationships with the Gov- 
ernment on issuance of priorities 
on scarce materials. His c@emmit- 
tee will comprise Emanuel Frisch, 
Ben Shearer, Abram F. Myers and 
David Weinstock. A_ production 
and distribution priorities commit- 


ELC Execs to Chi 
For Sales Powwow 


William C. MacMillen, president 
‘of Eagle Lion Classics; distribu- 
tion v. p. William-J. Heineman and 
sales topper Bernard G. Kranze 
top the homeoffice delegation 
headed for Chicago and company’s 
three-day regional sales conclave 
opening tomorrow (14) at the 
. Blackstone hotel. 


Others deserting the h. o. for 


advertising-publicity chief; Milton 
E. Cohen, eastern division head; 
Jack Schlaifer, sales representa- 
tive for N. Peter Rathvon; Joseph 
Sugarman, head of 
partment, and Jules K. Chapman, 
in charge of branch administra- 
tion. Edward Heiber, midwest di- 


west coast head, also will join in. 
Heineman sales drive, featuring 


$62,000 in cash prizes, is among 
the subjects on the agenda. 


-ELC Aims Lasso 

















Continued from page 5 


ize under or overpayments because 
of the fact the previous three 
weeks have only been estimated. 
Paying the indie producers 
weekly is a considerable attraction 
to them, since it leaves little coin; 
in the hands of the distrib in case | 
he should go bankrupt or otherwise 
be unable to make payments, in 
which case a producer becomes 
merely a general creditor. UA, 
which had always before paid in 
advance, as ELC is about to do, has 
now changed to a system of settle- 





tee will be chairmanned by Marvin 
L. Faris and include Francis S. 
Harmon and Lester W. Roth. 














French-Berger | 


——mmg Continued from page 4 = 


600 of the territory’s 964 theatres 
already have signed cards pledg- 
ing support and cooperation. Au- 
thority for this is French, who thus 
appears to be emerging victorious 
in what apparently is a fight by 
Berger to prevent him from direct- 
ing the territory’s war activities. | 
French further says that out of 47 | 
exhibitors appointed to commit-| 
tees, 41 have accepted, including 
NCA’s first and second vice presi- 
dents and some prominent mem- 
bers, and operations are proceed- 
ing rapidly. French intends to ig- 
nore NCA’s attempts to toss a 
monkeywrench into the machinery, 
he asserts. 


At a meeting hast week NCA 
withheld approval of the French 
committee and sent out a bulletin 
asking exhibitors not to sign the 
pledge cards. The bulletin charges 
Paramount apparenthy inspired 
“attempts” in Atlanta and here to 
form war activities bodies outside 
COMPO, and latter has “roundly 
criticized such actions.” 


Following the NCA _ directors’ 
suggestion that admission prices 
be boosted, a number of exhibitors 
a.ready have ordered fickets call- 
ing for higher admissions, accord- 
inz to Berger, who predicts “with- 
in a short time” a vast majority of 
the territory’s theatres will raise 
their scales. He says failure of 
Minnesota Amus. and RKO The- 
atres to tilt admissions is holding 
back twincity neighborhood and 
suburban exhibition. 











Early Action Urged 
Resolution unanimously adopted 
by the COMPO committee on or- 


ment only after coin has actually 
been received from exhibs. 
In addition to his efforts to line 


contract de- | 


vision manager, and James Hendel, | 





the sessions include Leon Brandt, | wonelle (French) (Canton-Weiner)........ 


Foreign Language Film Reviews—1950 | 


ISSUE 
PICTURE AND DISTRIB. STARS REVIEWED 
(Continued from page 18) : 
Manolete (Spanish)’ (Hercules)............- 0000s eee. .-. Jose Greco-Paquito Rico.......+.+e.+.-May 31 
| Mein Freund, der Nicht Nein Sagen Kann (My Friend 
| Who Can't Say No) (Austrian) (Sacha)............- oe WOOO BEOURERE. 2... cess. cocccccccces- Can, 11 
|Miquette et Sa Mere (Miquette and Her Mother) 
| (Weer) TOPO): ox f5 os iw cee et esis Se Aa eis eae Daniele Delorme-Louis Jouvet.........May 24 
| Minne, L’Ingenue Libertine (Minne, the Simple Wan- 
TONY CPPOMCIT REG. 5 boca ois evesasee every errr Daniele Delorme-Frank Viilard........June 28 
Miss Italia (Italian) (Lux)...... eeeeeeeeee+Gina Lollobrigida-Richard Ney.........March 29 
(asaceeounpaa Louis Jouvet-Dany Robin poe teaae eens 8 
Monseigneur (French) (Richebe)...... cee sbes Pees een Bernard Blier-Fernand Ledoux..... séig:ean. 25 
| Nacha Regules (Argentine) (Son0).....cccccccvcccvcess Zully Moreno-Arturo de Cordova...... ._May 24 
|Naked Woman (French) (Cohen)............-se+e+seee Giselle Pascal-Yves Vincent . ........ Jan. 25 
| Nous Irons a Paris (We Shall Go to Paris) (French) 
(Corona) ree ey Pa PIES one J sie sai cake wee pera a Ray Ventura & Orch.-George Raft..... March 29 
O Sole Mio (Italian) (Continental). ; .. Tito Gobbi oi “5.8. er ae oeile etn Bead Feb. 8 


On Aime Qu’Une Fois (One Only 





up Popkin and other UA produc- 
ers, MacMillen materially helped 


signing Harry Sherman to do six 
westerns and four features a year 
for five years. ELC also inked 
a deal with Laurel Films to dis- 
tribute ““Mr. Universe,” Jack Car- 


Loves Once) 


| (French) (Consortium) P APE er ee re re Francois Rosay-Renee Faure......... June 28 

Orage D’Ete (Summer Storm) (French) (Pathe)........ Gaby Morlay-Odette Joyeux...........April 26 
|Orphee (Orpheus) (French) (Discina)............eeee0-. Jean Marais-Maria Casares........e..-« July 12 
1 Pasts 2000 (Prema) GPamtheon)...... 2... cscceccccevecess eT Te — 
Plus Des Vacances Pour Le Bon Dieu (No More Va- 

cation for the Good Lord) (French) (Victory)........ Larquey-Les Petits Poulbots...........May 24 
Prelude a La Gloire (Prelude to Glory) (French) (Gray)... Roberto Benzi-Debucourt.............. July 12 
Red Meadows (Danish) (Hyperion)...........cseccccccces POU) FeRemene. osc. ss cc veevese pease Jan 25 
Rita (French) (Distinguished)................ bce danoees Ue MIIINNPCL.2o .sawuses + see suede Feb. 22 
Scandals of Clochermerle (French) (Siritzky).....cccecce- Felix Oudart.......0.......0ec00 oweoe Maaren 22 
Seraphin (French-Canadian) (Quebec)........ eeeeeeeee-Hector Charland-Nicole Germain....... March 1 
Singoniia (Premgh) CiSCiMa)......isvcrrccecces ecceeeee Viveca Lindfors-Michel Auc'air........ March 8 
Sin of Anna Lans (Swedish) (Films Intl.)...........cee00.- Viveus Deere... -.. 5 ©. désnesba May 24 
Sinner of Magdala (Mexican) (General)...........ee0e88. Medea de Novara-Louis’ Alcoriza....... April 26 
Svenske Ryttaren (Swedish Horseman) (Swedish) 

RI, ai eee ciors bara Livers ae AOR asad bie OOM Elizabeth Soderstrom-Ake Scderblom. March 29 
Torst (Thirst) (Swedish) (SVENSE) .. nce scccscccccses Eva Henning-Birger Malmsten......... March 15 
Toto Cerca Casa (Toto Wants a Home) (Italian) (ATA)....Toto Ohare. TON eae ee te eee ee Jan. 18 
Ot BO DOOM Creme) CERO 6 aoc sc bce w cece ce ernees Toto-Gianna Maria Canale........... Feb. 8 
Unconquered People (Yugoslavian) (Yugoslav Info. * 

GR ee ee ee re re ae See et a Oy ee eee ig. a SS eee eee ere a ee ae ae ee ae Jan. 11 
Une Nuit de Noces (A Night at a Honeymoon) (French) 

rots ak occas, ot Seip ake dak hs EEA OK EMER Martine Carol-Jean~Parades........... June 28 
Un Hombre va Por Ei Camino (A Man on the Ruwad) 2 

ED CE ae Os oa kA bao eck) < 64 scar eee chek s Ana Mariscale-Fernando Nogueras..... Feb. 8 
Un Homme Marche Dans La Ville (A Man Walks in 

ie Le) Cin) , CE PONAT  n os. 5, 5:50 p dn hin ke acne eee J. P. Kerien-Ginette Leclerc........... ._May 17 
Un Soltero Dificil (A Difficult Bachelor) (Spanish)...... 

CECI. iota a die Aliso < Fe bE OS OO ED Em ee S ss Conrado Gat: Martin ........aciccaccaeds dG, 28 
Vespro Siciliano (Sicilian Uprising) (Italian) (Fincine)....Marina Berti-Clara Calamai...........Jan. 18 

his product situation last week by | Victors and Vanquished (Russian) (Artkino)......... woes A, DYKY.. eee e reece eee ee eens coos. May 3 
| Voice of Love (Italian) (Crown).............0068 eocececeG® BOGME. 6... ceese ca -ccvecveces dam, 12 

Volcano (Italian) (Artisti Assoc.)............06. ++eeeee-Anna Magnani-Rossano Brazzi.........Feb. 22 

Walls of Malapaga, The (Italian) (Films Intl.)....... eeeelsa Miranda-Jean Gabin......... errr March 29 

Wiener Madelu (Vienna Maidens) (Ausirian) (Sascha).... Willi Forst-Hans Moser..... eee err ee Feb. 8 

Woman (Italian) (Canton-Weiner)...........ccccccccees BEE ENE 4a cc cct eo swats ewe ee keen Feb. 8 

WHOTkS TOUU TOREIEs CECUIGRIAE) CECI. ok ick ices 60 oie occ dand bb FPWR cheb wha tn ee e660 b8s HON ee O65 July 12 


son-starrer, which was to have 
been handled by FC. In addition, 
through intervention of Chemical 
Bank, N. Y., ELC made direct 
deals with producers for about a 
dozen pix which it has been dis- 
tributing since June for FC. 
Additional income derived from 
distribution of all FC product, 
growing out of the _ abortive 
merger, has meant considerable to 
ELC in strengthening its financial 
position. At the peak, it brought 
the company an extra $50,000 a 
week in revenues. It will con- 
tinue to get extra income on a 
diminishing scale for about six 
months from servicing the FC 
product. ELC domestic gross is 
now running about $275,000 a 
week, with $240,000 required for it 
to break even. It gets approxi- 





KOREA FIGHTING SPUR 
FAR EASTERN PIC C¥CLE 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
War in Korea has touched off a 
cycle of Far Eastern action pic- 
tures, starting with “Tokyo File 
212," now in its final phases in 
Japan. Parts of the picture were 
actually shot in Korea, with coop- 

eration of the War Department. 
Forthcoming films with an 
Asiatic slant include “Korean Pa- 
trol.” a Jack Schwarz production 
for Eagle Lion; “Operation Pacific” 
at Warners; “The Flying Jeeps” at 
Columbia; “Wings Over the Pa- 





mately 30% for its distribution 
fee out of these rentals. 


Assignee’s Demand 


Disposal by ELC of the income 
on FC pix is now a source of dis- 
pute between MacMillen. and Irv- 


signee to protect FC assets. Kauf- 
man is demanding that ELC turn 
over all FC rentals to him intact, 
a even taking out a distribution 
ee, 


MacMillen is planning to solve 
one part of the argument by going 
into court and asking permission 
to put the producers’ shares of the 
rentals into escrow. Producers 
can then fight out with Kaufman 
whether they should get the coin 





ganization at its meeting in N. Y. 
last week calls for voluntary com- 
mittees in every exchange area to 
cooperate in the work of COMPO. 
Early action in setting up the 
groups is urged. If more than one 
state is served in the area such 
states should be represented on 
the committee. 


U to Drop Park Ave. 
Dec. 3, Reade to Run It 


Universal will drop its lease on 
the Park Avenue theatre, N. Y., 
Dec. 3 after an occupancy of four 
years. The 583-seat deluxe house 
is owned by Walter Reade Thea- 
tres, whith originally planned to 
operate it on a subscription basis. 

Universal took over the house 
for its British pix, including ‘“‘Ham- 
let,” which played 66. weeks. 
Broadway first-runs now will be 
sought for the J. Arthur Rank 
product. Reade will operate the 
Park Avenue. 





or whether it should go into the 
| FC assets pot, in which they’d only 
| participate as general creditors. 


| MacMillen figures this will let FC 
|off the hook, since the money 


| doesn’t belong to it in any case. | 


As for the _ distribution fee 
| which ELC claims for handling 
|the FC product, MacMillen is go- 
ing to ask for arbitration. 
man won't agree, ELC topper will 
insist on court litigation. 


volved. He at one time offered 
, to make a flat settlement of $100.- 
000 with Joseph Bernhard, prexy 
of FC, but Kaufman refused to let 
him take it. At that time, returns 
‘from the FC films were expected 
_to be higher. 

If Kaufman balks at arbitration, 
‘it will mean fighting through the 
$500,000 suit he has_ brought 
_ against ELC. Assignee maintains 
that any settlement offer so far 
made by MacMillen has been un- 
|acceptable because he wanted to 
pay it via notes over an extended 
| period, 


ing Kaufman, court-appointed as- | 


If Kauf- | 


MacMil- | 
llen figures about $60,000 is in-| 


cific” at Republic; “Flying Leather- 
|necks” at RKO, and “East Is East,” 
jan indie production by Anson 
Bond. Meanwhile, Pine-Thomas has 
|rewritten “Hongkong” to cover the 
| Korean sector. 


Baseball TV 


Continued from page 3 




















paeeieneumetntaill 
| 


| Scranton and Chicago with various 
degrees of success. The games at 
'Fabian’s Fox theatre, Brooklyn, 
drew good crowds but still fell 
short of expectations, iargely be- 
cause the Fox, which was charging 
admissions, was competing with 
neighborhood saloons and the like 
with no fee. The Comerford house 
in Scranton, which alsoyeproduced 
the video pix, did capacity business 
but at that time Scranton had no 
TV of its own, the theatre getting, 
it on a special relay. 

| Sullivan said the feeling is grow- 
ing that organized baseball had 
taken discriminatory action against 
an industry which has contributed 
considerably toward popularization 
of the sport. 


Sullivan reminded that TOA has 
been most interested in the ad- 
vancement of theatre TV and said 
he is certain it is the collective 
judgment of the _ organization’s 
members that this year’s council 
ruling should be reconsidered in 
| time to permit theatres with video 
equipment to carry the games. 


that baseball’s leaders will exer- 
cise their wisest judgment in this 
reconsideration so that they will 
serve the mutual interests not only 
of motion pictures and baseball, 
} “5 ‘4s y'ewing public which 
,does not have home sets.” 











at 20th is the degree to which it has 
swung its program. 
Those Trick Angles 


Scanning of grosses for the past 
couple years makes it evident what 
success the offbeaters have been 
enjoying. While some of the films 
have been along the ‘“‘message” 
line, such as “Pinky” and “No Way 
Out,” most are pure entertainment 
films—but always with a trick 
angle which in many cases would 
have been considered by Hollywood 
a few years back as too unorthodox. 


“Miracle on 34th Street” and 
‘““Cheaper by the Dozen” are two 
prime examples of offbeat yarns 
that proved particularly success- 
ful in the laugh category, while 
“Gentleman’s Agreement,” ‘‘Snake 
Pit” and “Pinky” have shown them- 
selves equally b.o. winners in the 
;more seriéus “gimmick” vein. 
| Not so successful, but equally dif- 
|ferent from routine recently were 
| “The Gunfighter,” a considerably 
,out of the “They-went-thataway” 
type of western; “Tiéket to Toma- 
hawk,” a comedy; “Night and the 
City,” a meller, and “Stella,” a 
coinedy that was offbeat to the ex- 
tent of getting critical raised eye- 
brows because of the gruesome 
idea of trying to get laughs out of 
a skeleton. 

“Broken Arrow,” an Indian epic 
that is unusual in painting the 
usual western picture from the 
viewpoint of the Indian, is a real 
surprise grosser.. It’s racing 
'“Dozen” for honors as top 20th 
|earner of the year to date. “Dozen” 
| will do about $4,250,000 domestic 
jand “Arrow” is expected to come 
very close to. that. “Twelve 
O’Clock High” is third, incidental- 
ly, with about $3,400,000. 

Evenin an ordinary Betty Grable- 

















Dan Dailey musical, “My Blue} 
| Heaven,” to be released soon, the | 


| Zanuck craftsmen have inserted an 
unusual idea. In the first place, 
| they’ve been first to get away from 
a formula background by using 
| television as the backstage locale 
|for the yarn. More important, it 


adoption that has quite a bit of 


| bite. It is based on S. K. Laurens’ 
original, ‘“Storks Don’t Bring 
Babies.” 


| Studio has another quartet of un- 


usual pix coming up that have all 


‘been based on New Yorker stories. 


Continued from page 3 





| Offbeat Stories 20th Key 








They’re “Man on the Ledge” by 
Joel Sayre, which will be titled 
“14 Hours”; “Mr. 880” by St. Clair 
McKelway, “Jackpot” by John 
McNulty and “The Flying Tea- 
kettle” by John W. Hazard. 
Imagination Needed 


In each case, the New Yorker 
yarns were true-life incidents, but 
not in any ordinary sense screen 
material. Other studios showed 
no interest and 20th was able to 
buy them at $10,000 each. In each 
case Zanuck ordered the _ story 
bought because he had a producer 
on the lot imaginative enough to 
see the picture possibilities in the 
ideas. Story departments of other 
companies have long since all but 
given up on trying to sell their 
studios on such yarns’ because 
there’s generally no producer in- 
terested in them. 


Another case in point is “All 
About Eve,” Bette Davis-Ann Bax- 
ter-Celeste Holm-Gary Merrill- 
starrer, wnich 20th is counting on 
as one of the biggies of the year. 
It started as a short story by Mary 
Orr in Cosmopolitan in 1944. New 
York story department liked it 
then, but was unable to sell it to 
the studio. Five years later the 
story department spotted it again 
as an NBC radio show (again 
credited to Mary Orr) and sent for 
the script. Writer - director - pro- 
ducer Joe Mankiewicz recognized 
it as an idea and Zanuck ordered 
it bought. Company paid $1,250 
for screen rights. 

It’s a completely offbeat pic, but 
coincidentally very similar in 
some aspects to an equally unrou- 
tine entry, Paramount's “Sunset 
Boulevard.” Continuing its hunt 
for unusual material, 20th just last 
week acquired a 12-page original 
idea from Felix Jackson, former 
Universal writer-producer, who's 
now scrivening a play in New 
York. Labeled “Centerette,” yarn 
is about a gal sightseeing guide in 
Radio City, N. Y. . 

On the personnel front, Zanuck 


# ‘has just added Michael Gordon to 
He concluded: “I am hopeful|is interlaced with a story about | 


his staff of directors. Gordon, for- 
mer Group Theatrite from New 
York, did a couple unusual pix at 


Universal and just completed 
megging “Cyrano” for Stanley 
Kramer. Zanuck is hoping to use 


him largely on the offbeat prod- 
uct. 


~ 
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Minn. Distribs Profit From Ozoners 


Operated by Non-Theatre Owners 


{which has been booking another 


Minneapolis. 


Entry into the drive-in field in, 


this territory by non-owners of 


conventional theatres has been a) 


boon to distributors here, film 
rental coin from some of the ozon- 
ers having reached highly substan- 
tial proportions. For the four 
months of their operation this 
money often exceeds that derived 
from many of the year-around 
conventional late clearance neigh- 
borhood houses. 

Local branch managers point out 
that drive-in operators not having | 


| proper, 


outside stand, the Hilltop, 
which it will be situated, 


near 





New Suburban House Near Chi 
Chicago. 

While theatre construction re- 
mains at a standstill in Chicago 
suburban building con- 
tinues unhampered. Latest house 
to be erected will be located in 
Skokie Village, Ill., as part of a 
huge shopping and development 
plan under the direction of Mar-. 
shall Field Co. 
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Brandt-Hughes 


Continued from page 7 


demanding that the parties put be- 
fore it a completely worked-out 


cision on acceptability. That's 
one of the items that is giving the 
jigsaw puzzle aspect to the nego- 
| tiations. Each of the various 
groups and agencies that must 





wants an overall look before indi- 
| eating assent. 

Thus Brandt and Dembow are 
/engaged in a round-robin of get- 
ting the various okays on an “if” 
| basis until they have them all. The 


I 


| give approval to the deal naturally | 


‘Lured’ Foreclosure 
Action for $98,178 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Security-First National Bank filed 





Industry Legalites 


Continued from page 5 


action to foreclose mortgage of | ham, N. C., and one in Texarkana, 


| $98,178 against film “Lured.” Ac- 


|tion listed Oakmont Pictures as | 


ing film as security. 


} 


Tex. 
After numerous huddles with the 


deal before it will render a de-' borrowing coin in 1946 and pledg-| D. of J. in Washington, Warner at- 


torneys succeeded in obtaining an 


“Lured” was released by United | extension of three years for break- 


Artists with Hunt Stromberg listed | ing with its partners in Atlantic 
as exec producer, James Nasser as | Theatres, N. J. circuit, but on con- 


| producer. 
tions, Speva Films and Charles Co- 
burn (who co-starred with George 
Lucille Ball and Boris 
are also named defend- 


| Sanders, 
Karloff) 
ants. 














Banks Perk Up | 








James Nasser Produc: | 





| government, 


dition that when the split becomes 
effective WB may keep-only six of 
the properties as wholly-owned. 
However, there are more problems 
anticipated if and when the corpo- 
ration’s consent decree with the 
which calls for di- 
vorcement and is awaiting approval 
of the Treasury Department, goes 
through. 


-onventionz vatres ‘otect | le exas 658-Seater : ne py 75-House Divestiture — 
ng mgr earliest availabilities | — Dallas. D. of J. approval is on that basis near eae aoe In addition to the separation of 
t+ sage playing their pictures | Marshall Mattson and James as is the assent from Kuhn, Loeb give 50% of his profits to the dis- WB theatres from production-dis- 


Reeves have opened the new SFA 


& Co. to float a bond issue to fi- 


. ; 1g : diel tribution, the tentative accord pro- 

rceentage surprisingly ’ trib for the coin, plus a distribu- , *”. : : . de 
po at yeni na “Theatre at Nacogdoches, Texas,| nance the purchase. Wall street) | and h ll _ | vides for divestiture of about 75 
ie the other hand, with the idea near the Stephan F. Austin Col-| banking house has refused to tion fee, and he must give uP @ houses The department consented 


The house is a 658-seater. 





make its commitment definite un- 


: : > considerable measure of his auton- to the added three years for Ate- 
of protectin their conventional lege. ;, ans s oe <n 7 : ; ; M ‘ d 
ne the ia majority of other | ae til it has all the facts and figures.’ omy, Some indies, for these rea- lantic (the new deadiine is July 3, 
ont © $ US : ; and | 2 New Texas Houses | Aside from all these aspects, | . ‘ eee ae ~_ | 1953), when it became acquainted 
ozoner operators use last runs and | ) Texas . c - oc ale sons, would still like to arrange | *” un 
pay minor rentals, the branch man- | —_ f Benit . there’s no deal except in principle thei : a . traight | with the maze of corporate tie-ins, 
“ie gerbe avy i snitez, head o enite twee “g s— 1eir Own coin and make a straight | jpuaiy; cea iin, atta Sf 
agers say. This is still true of the |, viguel ee gS ew 400-seat | Detween Brandt and Hughes—and ale" }involving intricate ownerships in 
four drive-ins owned and operated ErEEN, Spans - 0 house | While they have an agreement on) releasing deal, but the day for fee of some of the houses, leases, 
the fain os , : Palace here. The $40,000 house | the general outlines, they're stum- | tt of them seems to be waning. | subleases and taxation problems. 
in the Twin City area by a group | ,,; fe; . Sp: h-] lage : i most of them seems to be waning. | 
3 : ie : | Will feature Spanish-languag bling over the detail. Main block eae ; | RKO and Walter Reade. latter 
of prominent Minneapolis and St. films. i for, principal factor in the whole | , 


Paul independent exhibitors. 
Feeling here is that the exhibi- 


New Star theatre opened at Sny- 
der by E. P. Price and H. F. Donal- 





now who's going to pay 
what among the various expendi- 


indie financing picture is the lack 


| representing himself and the Frank 


Storrs estate, where completely un- 


tor-owned drive-ins will be driven | son jtures that are required for con-| of a distrib which will accept a suceessful in efforts to terminate 
to earlier runs by new and increas- summation of a contract. ; ‘straight releasing deal and in, their joint ownership of frenton- 
ing competition from the non-con-| $150,000 Lubback, Tex., House | Neither side wants to go intO which the banks have faith. With , New Brunswick Theatres, 13-house 


ventional theatre owners entering | 
drive-ins exclusively. Also by the 
fact that too old product won't 
draw. 

Two of the new “independently” 
owned ozoners in the Twin City 
area have been using early avail- 


Lubbock, Texas. 
The 1.000 seat Arnett-Benson 
theatre here opened by Pres- 
ton E. Smith Circuit. House, which 
cost about $150,000, is located near 
Texas Tech College. 











| necessary heavy expenditures that 
will be complete losses if the deal 
doesn’t go through. 
these items is an audit of RKO’s 
books that Price, Waterhouse & 
Co. estimate may cost as high as 
$50,000. It is such matters as these 


Primary among | 


the United Artists situation so com- 
pletely upset now, no banks will 
make any sort of loan at all for pix 
for UA distribution. 


group in those two N. J. cities. This 


| is in litigation, with the first round 


Eagle Lion, | 


the other principal outlet for films | 


on pure releasing deals, has won 
the faith of Chemical Bank & 


i the 


won by RKO in the form of a de- 
cision by the N. J. superior court 
directing dissolution, with either 
litigants deciding between 
themselves how the separation will 


abilities on percentage and gros- ge . Dembow is currently trying tO trust N. Y., for low-budgeter dis- | be Managed or, in lieu of that, sub- 
sing as high as $3,000 a picture, or | }}* Dmytryk Disavowal —oe out. be learned, | tribution, but has still to win its | ee ae oo eens 
more than the best of the deluxe | ]} . we 3s oe Ue arnec, spurs from any bank for the high- | °Y the tribunal. 


neighborhood conventional thea- 


tres pull. 





Ansell Bros. Lose Mo. Fight 
St. Louis. 

Ansell Bros. Amus. Co., operator | 
of a chain of indie nabes in St. | 
Louis and St. Louis County, has | 
failed in an attempt to have the 





Continued from page 2 


not issued his statement “in the 
hope of any advantages.” 

Members of the “10” have been 
denied studio jobs since their ap- 
pearance before the Un-American 
Committee in 1947. Lots have 
wanted to be in public relations 
position of not hiring anyone to 


Hughes is trying to push all these 
costs off on the Brandt syndicate 
‘and they’re balking. They feel 
| that $8 a share is more than a fair 
i price and if Hughes wants it he 
| should take some chances, too. 

| The central piece in the jigsaw 
| puzzle is the audit. 
| completed, final of 


aspects the 


| Hughes-Brandt arrangement can’t | 


Until that is} 


cost production that UA used to 
get. 

Recently having come into the 
indie finance picture are the Mel- 


} 
| 


| 


‘lon Bank of Pittsburgh, which is | 


| participating in Bankers’ deal with 
Wald-Krasna, and Fidelity-Phila- 


| delphia Trust Co., of Philly, which | 


has financed a series for EL re- 


} 
| 


} 


Negotiations had been underway 
for some time for a setilement on 
the basis of RKO’s purchase of the 
Reade interests at a cost of $1,500,- 
000. Reade is said to have walked 
out on the talks. Unless he tries 
again for a compromise with RKO 
the likelihood is he will take an 
appeal from the dissolution order. 

Only a few remaining partially- 








whom the taint of red might cling. 
Belief is that Dmytryk’s strong 


zoning ordinances in University | 
City changed to permit the con- 
struction of a new ozoner in a 
residential part of that city. 


| be worked out and until they get | a pte aod pe yee aa | owned situations are to be cleared 
sean ear the way for| their deal set, they can’t get final | ° ng de stalwarts 0 ror yh oking |UP by 20th-Fox, but, as indicated 

a Staged: oe . — "Sh a okays from the D. of J., SEC, | 98 . a — now reporte wae ing iby the number of time extensions 
his employment when oe ak h Kuhn, Loeb and other elements, | f#Vorably on deals such as those re- | the company has been given by the 
| leased from prison. He has a hig After all the other pieces of the | C¢™tly made by Bankers include | government to complete the job, 
professional sha george a puzzle are together, it still could Guaranty, New Yoik Trust Co, | multiple problems are inherent 

Crum asserted that there is < fail of completion by the require- | S¢cuvity-First National of Los All-| here, too. New deadline has been 

| known method of purging pies a “ment of Delaware law, under 8¢les, and Irving Trust, N. Y. i set at Sept. 30 for 20th-Fox to split 
of contempt of Congress after ate which both Trans-Lux and RKO! What particularly interests banks | with its partners in the De Anza 
ing heen found so nam oy aid are incorporated, that two-thirds) i" the Col deal, incidentally, 41S | theatre, Riverside, and another in 
qentender. a nin of D a aes of the shareholders of both com-| that only one indie pic ever dis-| San Luis Obisco, both Cal. Addi- 
he will forward — = "ortict A ‘panies must give approval to a/ tributed by that company has lost | tionally, the major has had the time 
wont apd elles ager 7 Atte S'merger. ‘Trans-Lux proposes to|™oney for the bank that financed \limit pushed back to Oct. 31 for 
and will personally can uM c “th | DUY up a sufficient number of, it. That was Benedict Bogeaus’ | terminating the partnership opera- 
ney-Géneral J. Howard Mcura shares in addition to those it gets | “Lulu Belle.” Every other one has ‘tion of the Anaheim theatre, Ana- 





1,000-Car Ozoner Near Ft. Worth 
Fort Worth. 
Called the biggest drive-in in 
the state, the Cowtown Drive-In 
will be formally opened shortly. | 
The ozoner has a 1,000-car capacity 
and will be the largest this side of 
New York. 
L. N. Crim, Jr., veepee of Com- 
munity Theatres, is opening the 
ozoner Which was built in partner- | 





: 4 4 |later this week. | fx. ‘ ; 24,07, | t cl hich is naturally : : nas oul 
ship with Southwest Theatres. | ee . ‘from Hughes to give it 6624 Come out Clean, which is naturally | heim, Cal. Biggest partner split 
Drive-in will operate year round Penge Regs h. oe ates oe ‘ownership of RKO. Public stock- | 89 influencing factor in bank 20th-Fox completed came last 
Wilt n $'C gy vd — he cad tae indaeadion from. any of | peiders will he offered the. same | eres ;month when the company ex- 

iam J. Cole is manager. : 


’ : ‘toot’. 98 a share as Hughes, with the 
| them that they’d follow Dmytryk’s | coin coming from the proposed | 


N. J. Ozoner To Run Until Jan. 1 lead in denying red affiliations. He | voor ‘ ’ 
Ledgewood, N. J. | said he saw Albert Matiz, another) bond issue. Since thats’ about 


{changed its 26% stock ownership 
/in Golden State-T. & D, Enterprises 
‘for 100° ownership of 16 of the 








Wilfred P. Smith owner-manager 
of the Garden Auto-Torium plar 
to keep this drive-in, which opened 
in April, open through the Christ- 
mas and New Year’s holidays. 
Smith, a pioneer in the drive-in 
field, will install 400 electric in- 
car heaters. Smith’s ozoner has 
550-car capacity and the 400 heat- 
ers will be placed in choice loca- 
tions. 

These heaters have been success- 
fully used on the Coast drive-ins 
but this will be the first installa- 
tion in this section. Nearly all 
ozoners in the east close early in 
November. Smith hopes to get in 


a 42-week season by using this follow Dmytryk’s lead on a state- 


heating plan. 





Ozoner Manager Burned 
Boston. 

Paul Longo, owner and manager 
oi the Meadow Glen Drive-In in 
nearby Medford, was_ seriously 
burned in an explosion that 
wrecked the projection room and 
concession building of the ozoner. 
Explosion is believed to have been 
caused by leakage of bottled gas, 
used as fuel in the building. Dam- 
age is estimated at $10,000. 





2 N. Hampshire Openings 
Rochester, N. H. 
Two new drive-in’ theatres 
Opened in this area. 


On route 16, brothers James and | 


Michael Nadeau debuted theatre 
on 40-acre tract, which includes a 
concrete building housing a cafe- 
teria and rest rooms. 

In the summer resort town of 


Alton, an ozoner opened by George 
Garrett. 





Seventh Ozoner for Twin Cities 
a Minneapolis. 

[win City area is getting its 
seventh drive-in and third inde- 
pendent ozoner. It'll be a 600-car 
one, being built by Al Aved, head 
of a buying and booking service, 


of the group, when he visited Dmy- 
tryk last week in the Federal 
| prison at Mills Point, W. Va., but 
| that Maltz had indicated no in- 
, tentions. 

| Crum said that he called on Dmy- 
i tryk at the request of the latter’s 
| wife, Jean Porter, after she had 
' visited her husband. 

| Adrian Scott, last of the “10” to 
| face sentence, is due to appear in 
| D. C. federal court Friday (15) to 
| learn his fate. He was ill when the 
| others were sentenced. He said in 
| New York Monday (11) that he had 
,ho comment on whether or not he'd 


|ment, but that he planned consult- 
ing his attorneys. 

In any event, according to Crum. 
|a statement now by Scott could 


| haye no effect on changing the jury F 
pe e J of films in the theatre. 


| conviction of him. It 
| course, serve to mitigate t 


| sentence, however. 


might, 


tryk’s statement read. 


|recognize the United States 


America as the only country to | =. ; 
i which I owe allegiance and loy-| Voice You 


' alty.” 


he court's -P 


ber of the Communist party,” Dmy- ©4 
“T am not This year, 
_a Communist sympathizer, and I Bride” played six weeks at the 
of Hall to 800,000 admissions and a 


| twice what the stock is quoted’ in 
over-the-counter trading on a 

“when issued” basis now, Brandt 
feels there should be no difficulty 

‘acquiring it. However, of course, 

| anything could happen. 

| Brandt syndicate already con- 
trols more than 662:;°% of Trans- 

, Lux, so that offers no problem. 

















} $29,000,000 Target 


Continued from page 3 











‘time. Each of the films has aver- 


‘aged about $600,000 in boxoffice 


revenue, 


ye 


layed to a total of 27,000,000 ad- 





Frankovich 


Continued from page 7 


, Kaufman, United Kingdom to the 
| Woolf Bros. and Italy and the Near 
| East to Frankovich. Latter claims 
numerous economies and a mini- 
mum of risk in merging interests 
, With foreign concerns. 

| Producer stated he has com- 
_pleted “Dark Road” in Italy with 
English and Italian versions. 
| public will release this one, which 
{has Binnie Barnes (Mrs. Franko- 
|Vich), Janis Paige and Eduardo 
/Ciannelli in top roles. 





} 


| 
| 
| 
} 
j 


| 
| 


Re- | 


| His next, he said, will be “Smug: | 
i gler’s Song,” also in two versions, | final say in sales of the Sherman 
| From that 1938 booking through and the aim here is to get Farley | 
the Christmas holiday period Jast Granger and Alida Valli for the | 


| Agenda also includes a tie-in with 


ar, when “On the Town” held the | leads. Frankovich also said he has | !@rgely 
Music Hall screen, Metro had 52 )\& deal with Tay Garneit to direct | topper, 
These have’ a film in Switzerland next March. | ctaff. 


missions for $26,000,000 in gross Mayflower Productions, a British | 


“I am not now, nor was I at the DOxoffice take ‘dollar figure is low- + : 4 , 
‘time of the hearing in 1947 a mem- | €r because the Hall at one time | Flanagan Boy, which Andre de |N. Y. last Friday (8). 


Cal. circuit’s houses. 

Loew’s split its dividend owner- 
ship situations some time ago. but 
may be faced with new problems. 
Justice Department is now investi- 
gating the booking situation in the 
N. Y. metropolitan area, where the 
circuit has 69 important revenue- 
producing properties, and could 
come up with proposals to the N.Y. 
court for some changes. 

















Sherman Setup | 


Continued from page 5 





product and Moss will function 
as advertising - publicity 
working with the ELC 


Announcement of the pact was 


‘firm, in the production of “The |™ade at ELC’s sales convention in 


The five- 


charged less than $1 admission), | Toth is slated to direct with Ve-| year plaris calls for production of 


M-G’s “Father of the 


b.o. gross of $850,060, and “Next 
Hear” played three 
weeks, to 375,000 ticket-buyers for 


| Director said his refusal to an- @ gross of $400,000. 
swer questions as to whether or 
not he was a Communist was the lows the current “Sunset Boule- | 


Warners’ “Glass Menagerie” fol- 


exercise of a constitutional privi- vard” ‘Par) into the theatre, with 


lege important to all Americans. 


Metro taking over for the rest of 


Declaring he hasn't changed his the year following completion of 


views, he added: 


I find myself in the presence of an 


declare with equivocation where I 
stand toward my own country.” 
In addition to his jail sentence, 


Dmyhryk was assessed a $1,000 total boxoffice fi 


fine. 


ithe “Menagerie” run. Set to open 


“However, in view of the trou- are#‘Miniver Story,” “King Solo- 
| bled state of current world affairs, 


mon’s Mines” and either “Kim” or 


“Pagan Love Song” for the Christ- | 
even greater duty, and that is to mas-New Year's holiday. 


Figuring 
each of the three will average the 
$600,000 gross recorded to date, 
M-G is hoping they will take the 


000,000 mark. 


‘'ronica Lake 


| starred. 


(Mrs. de 





| Big-Money Execs Ist 
Goal of PCC Drive 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
High-salaried studio executives 
are the first targets of the 1951 


' 
{ 


Toth) | six westerns and four features an- 


nually with delivery of the first 
one of each class due Feb. 1. The 
features reportedly will be budg- 
eted at a minimum of $500,000 
each and the outdoor pix at about 
$200,000, the latter all to be in 
Technicolor. Two features and 
two westerns will comprise the 


‘campaign of the film industry’s | initial group likely to be financed 


|Permanent Charities 
|More coin will be needed this year 
because of additional charities and 


‘increased welfare service due to | 


| the Korean situation. 

First group approached for dona- 
|tions was the studio business man- 
agers. They were told the facts 
‘of life at a luncheon co-hosted by 
|Dore Schary, ehairman; Louis B. 


jseph M. Schenck. 


| 


Committee. | by Bankers’ Trust. 





Bader’s ‘Nunnery’ Buy 
David Bader has bought film 


rights to Erie Shepherd’s “Murder 


gure over the $29,- Mayer, Y. Frank Freeman and Jo- 


in a Nunnery,” whodunit’ which 
takes place in a convent. His con- 
tract includes 16m and television 
rights. Bader at one time had an 
option to adapt the yarn for a 
Broadway play. 
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THE ACADEMY | 
AWARD-WINNING 
STAR OF “ALL 
THE KING’S MEN!" 


LUE 


vin MILLARD MITCHELL - Dorothy Malone - Garl Benton Reid 


Frank Faylen , Will Geer * Screen Play by William Bowers, Fred Niblo, Jr. and Seton I. Miller 
Based upon a play by Martin Flavin » Produced by JERRY BRESLER ° pirected by HENRY LEVIN 
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POTEET? 


Clips from 


ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis Amus. Co., will oper- 
ate, under lease, a new 600-car 


S a 


ozoner to be erected on U. S. High-, 


way 40, near St. Ann’s Village in 
St. Louis county. 

F. Val Mercier, owner of Mer- 
cier, Perryville, Mo., is prepping 
a new 500-car ozoner near Perry- 
ville. 

The Frisina Amus. Co., Spring- 
field, Ill., has purpchased ground 
for a new ozoner to serve residents 
of Hannibal, Mo., area. Construc- 
tion will start next Spring. Frisina 
recently opened a new drive-in 
near Mexico, Mo. It operates the 
Liberty and Fox in Mexico. 

Residents in [lliopolis, Ill.; are 
assisting Edward Griesheim_ to 
finance the construction of a new 
house to replace the _ [Illiopolis, 
destroyed by fire on July 4. 

The Lyn, a 1,500 seater, located 
in the old 400 Club in midtown St. 
Louis, lighted as a subsequent-run 
house. Sam Nieberg is manager. 

Joe Ansell of Ansell Amus. Co., | 
and Chief Barker of St. Louis, 
Variety Club, was dedication chair- | 
man in formal opening of the Con- | 
gregation B’nai Amonna’s new) 
$750,000 synagogue in University | 
City, St. Louis County. | 


John Marlowe, who owns a28'! 
string of houses and ozoners in| 


Southern Illinois, will open a nit- | 
ery in the Limar Hotel, Herrin, II1., | 


which he z'so owns. 
Wayne Smith, Herrin, Tl, | 
bought interests of his partner,| 


Harold Green in the Egyptian The- | 
atre Corp., which operates a new | 
ozoner near Harrin. 

Fanchon & Marco relights its | 
first-run Ambassador, dark since, 
last June, soon, but the St. Louis, a | 
4,000 seater in midtown, also, 
ewned and eperated by F&M, will | 
be shuttered. Breakdown of the} 
cooling machinery, scarcity of | 
grade A films and a general slump | 
in biz were given as reasons for | 
elosing of the Ambassador. During | 
several previous years, house was | 
shuttered during summer. 





MINNEAPOLIS 


7-Hi, 


one of Twin City 


newest drive-ins, granted 35-day} 


clearance by Metro over indepen- 


dent conventional thearte owners’ | 


frotests. Earliest nabe and sub- 
urban stand availability is 28 days. 


Ted Mann, owner of World sure- | 
seater, completed deal for ‘Kind | 


Hearts and Coronets.” 

Federal court this week will 
hear motion of William Crouse, 
Eveleth, Minn., exhibitor on an 
order to inspect books, records, 
files and accounts of Paramount 
theatre circuit and major film dis- 
tributors whom he’s suing for 
$1,500,000 because of alleged dam- 
age to his theatre resulting from 
earlier runs granted to Paramount 
houses in nearby Virginia, Minn. 

Radio City planning to offer 
World Series baseball games on 
its big theatre screen television. 
now being installed. Coaxial cable 
will bring eontests here on both 
Twin City TV stations, KSTP and 
WTCN. 

North Central Allied directors 
have asked COMPO to clarify the 


) ——— 
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| Lillian Carson, 


996696464 64446644546464446646 
local situation relative to industry 
lwar activities. The directors 
‘claim that the recently organized 


! 


Film Row 39 





' Northwest Motion Picture Commit- |, 


tee for National Defense, recently 
‘set up with Harry B. French, Par- 
/amount theatres circuit president, 
'as its head, was mot set up “in ac- 
‘cordance with COMPO procedure.” 

Using the power of suggestion, | 
North Central Allied independent | 
exhibitors’ organization is trying 
to get admission price boost| 
throughout territory, but Harry B. 
French, Paramount theatre circuit 
prexy, expressed doubt that an 
“across the boards” hike is ad- 
visable. NCA hoped to set wheels 
in motion for general tilt via res 
lution adopted by directors. Put- 
ting the organization on record fa- 
‘voring such a boost, it urges all 
exhibitors to re-examine admission 
price structures in light of increas- | 
ing costs, with view to raising 
scales all along line. 


el | 


PITTSBURGH 


rector of Loew’s Palace, 


C. W. Dickinson and his son, 
Don, Brownsville exhibs, acquired | 
old Maple View Inn on Route 19, | 


outside Washington, Pa.; rechrist- 
ened it the Double D Ranch. 

John J. Maloney, Metro central 
division manager who headquar- 
ters here, addressed the Sales Ex- 
ecutive Club in William Penn 
Hotel on “America’s Greatest 
Product,” referring to films, natch! 

Arthur M. (Goldberg) Good, 
formerly of RKO exchange here, 
appointed assistant to Sidney 
Kramer, RKO short subject sales 
manager. Will be in charge of 
16m sales. Good is son of late 
Hyman Goldberg, pioneer picture 
exhib in this district and a founder 
of Allied MPTO of Western Penna. 

Mrs. Mary Glagovich Moran re- 
signed her job at WB exchange to 
await birth of a child. 

Howard Minsky, just named mid- 
east sales manager for Par to suc- 
ceed the late Harry Goldstein. was 
a former salesman here for War- 
ners. 





from Bellevue 
with Parry | 


district and formerly 


| Photographic Studio, appointed | 
area’s | P.a. 


for John H. Harris’ minor 
league ice show, “Ice Cycles,” this 
| Season. 

Bill Decker* with WB in Johns- 
i|town, Pa., retained by Gabe Rubin | 
ito do publicity for both Art Cine- 
i{ma, foreign film house, and New 
| Nixon, the legit site, owned by a/| 
local syndicate which Rubin heads. | 


PHILADELPHIA | 


Allied’s theatre service wound 
up its second year of operations 
Sunday (3), repping approximately 
50 houses. When Allied started tHe 
film buying and booking service in 
this exchange area in 1948, it had 
| only 13 theatres. 





' celebrated their 25th wedding anni! ‘Broken Arrow” (20th) and “Gun 


® health. 





In another shift, 


Warner’s garnered picture pub-| 


| licity in the dailies by bringing in 


'two models — Camille Williams | 


| (Miss Iced Tea for Two) and Ann 

| Zika ‘Miss Hot Tea for Two), both 

| showgirls in the musical “Tea for 
Two.” 

Bill Doyle, Universal film sales- 

'man for 26 years ‘he covered up- 

| State houses), resigned. 

Lee J. Kline, manager of the 
| Adelphia (W. Philly nabe) and as- 
sociated with the Felt theatre in- 
terests here for 14 years, going to 
Dallas to live. 

Abe Sunberg, former 
of Lincoln Drive-In, named general 
manager for Louis Drew ozoners, 
Buffalo, N. Y. 





publicity head rep here, resigned 
to take Kansas City post with 20th- 
Fox; replaces Ted Tod, who va- 
cated spot for Chi assignment. 

August amusement tax 
tions hit $161,564, a drop of 18% 
over same month last vear. 

Szate theatre in suburban Rose- 
land has switched to first subse- 


“Three Little World” 

Goes West.” 

3rd run, 
Flack Wally Heim assigned to 


and “Irma 
House was formerly 


duties here. 
Theatre operator John Samada- 
lis and wife returned from Greece. 


BUFFALO 


Robert Murphy, managing direc- 
tor of Century, back on job after 
hospital siege with kidney ailment. 








' fice manager, hospitalize 
‘indefinite period after a 


manager | 


George Sussman, Eagte Lion of- | 


| 
| 


attack. 
office manager of Paramount and. 
20th-Fox. 

With display ads of 12 Buffalo 
area drive-ins running currently 
in local amusement columns, | 
ozoner operators are beginning to 


‘feel the competitive pinch. They 


are using special attractions and | 
publicity gimmicks to attract the 
outdoor trade. 


ALBANY 


Mr. and Mrs. J. Myer Schine, 


at the Hotel Ten Eyck, Albany. | 
He heads the Schine hotel and | 
film theatre enterprises. 

George N. Smith, official stenog- 


rapher of Children’s Court for 
nearly 10 years and former vet 
exhibitor in New York City and 
upstate, resigned because of_ ill 


He was division secretary 
of RKO, covering the territory be- 
tween Albany and Rochester. Smith 
also managed the Mayfield in New 


York and Plaza in Schenectady. 


— | 
BOSTON | 


Spyros Skouras will be guest of | 


; honor and principal speaker at a | reissues. 

Nestor Auth, former assistant | dinner given by the theatre group | 
at Penn, appointed managing di- | 0f New England Combined Jewish | “Black Rose” 
Akron, O. | Appeal 


at Hub’s Copley Plaza! 
Sept. 27. 

Joe Rahilly, Metro booker, ap-, 
pointed salesman in the Vermont | 
and New Hampshire territories; | 
replaces Munroe Semel, resigned. | 

Lease on the State, Fisherville, 
Mass., taken over by Corey Rich-| 
mond, who will operate house on 
weekend policy. 


LOS ANGELES | 


Roy Evans, manager of Fox West 
Coast’s Acamedy in _ Inglewood, 
upped to a spot post in circuit's 
homeoffice booking department. 

Walter Branson, western sales'! 
manager for RKO, in Los Angeles | 
for a week of huddles with Herb | 
McIntyre about new product. | 

Ralph Hathaway, fermer man-' 
ager of Guild, Belmont and! 
Stadium theatres, upped by Fox | 
West Coast to manage the cir-!| 
cuit’s big Hollywood house, the! 
Chinese. 


CINCINNATI 


: | 
Sussman was previously | ¢-— 


“Bunco 
$19,000. 


“Love That Brute” (20th) and “Un- 


“Sunset Boulevard” (Par) (2d wk). | 





aonelhiieimamieniatiion 





Picture 


Grosses 














DENVER 


‘Continued from page 8) | 
row” (20th) and “Gun Crazy” (UA) | 
| (2d wk), $11,000. 
| Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—/| 
|“Black Rose” (20th) and “Was! 
Shoplifter” (U), also Denver, Ta- | 
bor. Big $5,000. Last week, | 


Crazy” (UA) (2d wk), $2,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Three Little Words” ‘(M-G) and 
Squad” (RKO). Smash 
Stays on. Last week, | 
“Born To Be Bad” (RKO) and | 
“Rider Tucson” (RKO), $10,000. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— | 
‘711 Ocean Drive” (Col) and “Side-+ 
show” ‘Mono), also Aladdin, Rialto, 
Webber. Big $11,000. Last week, 


der My Skin” (20th), $5,000. 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—‘711l 
Ocean Drive” (Col) and “Sideshow” | 


}({Mono), also Aladdin, Paramount, 


Webber. Hot $4,000. Last week, 
Tabor (Fox) (1.967; 35-74)—¥) 
(20th) and “I Was 


a Shoplifter”’ (U), day-date with) 
Denver, Esquire. Smash $7,000. 
Last week, “Saddle Tramp” ‘(U) 


and “Trial Without Jury” (Rep), 
$9,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—“711 | 
Ocean Drive” (Col) and “Side-' 


show” (Mono), also Aladdin, Para- 
mount, Rialto. Hep $2,500. Last) 
week, “Saddle Tramp” (‘(U) and 
“Trial Without Jury” ‘Rep), same. 





i“Life of Her Own” (M-G). 


\ing day by Joel 


‘Life’ Wow $15,000 In 
~ Cincy; ‘Tramp’ Fat 106, 
‘Pants’ Perky 116, 2d 


Cincinnati, Sept. 12. 

All first-runs are posting win- 
ners in the followup of last week’s 
holiday-boosted round. “A Life 
of Her Own” is topping the town 
with a handsome figure for the 
Grand. Two other new bills, 
“Union Station” in Palace and 
“Saddle Tramp” at Keith’s, are 
above par. “Summer Stock” and 
“Fancy Pants” are slick holdovers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75) — 
“Summer Stock” (M-G) (2d wk), 
Okay- $10,000 in wake of great $19~- 


| 000 bow. 


Capitol (Mid-States) (2,000; 55- 
75\—“Fancy Pants” (Par) (2d wk). 
Sharp $11,000 after terrific $16,- 
000 preem. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400;, 55-75)— 

Sock 
$15,000. Holds. Last week, 
“Duchess of Idaho” (M-G) (2d wk), 
$7,500. 

Keith’s (Mid-States) (1,542; 55- 
75)\—“Saddle Tramp” (U). Swell 
$10,000. Stage appearances open- 
McCrea and 
troupe and publicity stunts by Mce 
Crea boosted score. Last week, 
“Black Rose” (20th) (2d wk), sweet 
$10,000. 

Lyric (RKO) = (1,500; -75)— 
“Quiet on Western Front” ‘Indie) 
and “Bayonet Charge” (Indie) tre- 


55 
{ 


lissues) split with “Abilene Town” 


‘Words’ Smash $22,000, 
Mont’l, ‘Flame’ 11G, 2d 


Montreal, Sept. 12. 

Only one new entry but hold- | 
overs are doing nicely. “So Young, 
So Bad,” still is handling a nice 
profit in sixth Orpheum’ week. 
“Three Little Words” is best of 
newcomers being smash at Loew's. 
Estimates for This Week | 
Palace (‘C.T.) (2,625; 34-60) — 


Okay $11,000 after sock first at) 


$18,000. 

Capitel (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60) —) 
|“Lawless” (Par). Good $13,000. 
Last week, “Panic in Streets” 


Razing of the Strand theatre and 
office building, a few doors trom | 
Keith’s theatre; has been ordered ! 
for Dec. 1. Owners will use site 
as a parking lot. 

The 1,300-seat theatre, 
was operated on lease for years by 
various independents and lastiv by 


which | 


Nice $11,000. Last week, wow 
$19,000. 
Loew's (‘C.T.) (2,855; 40-65) — 


i “Three Little Words” 
$22,000. 


(20th), $14,000. 
Princess ‘(C.T.) (2,131; 34-60) — 


“Flame and Arrow” (WB) ‘(2d wk). | 


(M-G). Smash } 


Last week, “Annie Get | 


Telenews, bas been dark for two!) Gun” (M-G) (‘4th wk). okay $14,000. | 


months. 


WILMINGTON, O. 


Hallmark Productions’ general | 
manager Jack Thomas named Jack | 
Mitchell as zone manager for the 
West Coast. Mitchell formerly | 
handled the Minneapolis exchange. 
In Lew Andrews 
Joined Hallmark as zone manager 
of the Memphis and New Orleans 
exchanges; he was with Malco The- 
atre Enterprises, Memphis. 


| 


} 
| 
' 


CALGARY, ALTA | 
a ° 

Bow theatre at Bowness, Alta., | 
reopened under management of | 
Duncan McIntosh, Golden, B.C.,! 
after being closed a year. | 
A community group at Plenty, | 


| Sask., called Plenty Recreation Co.,| (10th.wk), $2,300. 


Ltd., remodelled a hall there to! 


|make a 350-seat community the-| 


; souri, Maryville, Mo., sentenced to 
Chick Evans, for eight years UA’ 


atre. 


KANSAS CITY | 


J. Ray Cook, owner of the Mis-| 





90 days in jail and fined $5,000 for | 
evasion of federal income taxes. | 
Sentence was given after Cook | 
pleaded guilty on two counts. Cook 


has a number of farm and business 
,Interests in or near Maryville, in 


collec. ; 


» as H ° 1 . eS » | ‘ 
quent-run policy, with showing of Callahan from salesman in Pitts- 


' 


| 
| 


; UA in New Haven as a salesman 
handle United Artists promotion : 


addition to the film house. 


NEW HAVEN 


United Artists has elevated Joe 


burgh to manager of the New 
Haven branch, replacing Ray Wylie, 
resigned. Callahan started with 


in 1949 and was shifted to Pitts- 
burgh last February. 


SYRACUSE 


Kallet Theatre Corp., of Oneida, 
which operates the Regent, nabe 
film house, and the Camillus Drive- | 
In in this section, will add a third | 
Syracuse spot. It is the new Gene- 
see, now under construction as! 








d for an part of the Westvale shopping cen- | 
coronary ; ter in West Genesee St, 


| wk). Still drawing with $7,000 fol- 


‘son. All right $14,000. 
“Peggy” (U) with stageshow topped 
; by, Yvonne DeCarlo, Harmonicats. | 


' “Destination Moon” (EL) (2d wk). 
Holding at $7,000 after strong $9,- 


Imperial ‘(C.T.) (1.839; 34-60) — 
“Foreign Legion” (U) and “State 
Pen” (U) (2d wk). Steady $8,000 
after hefty first session at $14,000. 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1.040; 34-60)— 
“So Young, So Bad” ‘UA) and 
“Destination Murder’ (UA) (6th) 


lowing big $7,000 in fifth. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


‘Continued from page 9) 
(370; 85-$1) — “Passport Pimlico” 
(EL) and “Spring Park Lane” (EI). 
Only $3,000. Last week, ‘‘Beach- 
comber” (Indie) and “Anna Karen- 
ina’ (20th) (reissues), $2,400. 

Clay Rosener) (400; 65-85) 
“Quiet on Western Front” (Indie) 
(reissue). Fine $2,600. Last week, 
“Kind Hearts, Coronets” (EL) | 


State (Par) (2,200; 60-85) 
“Quiet on Western Front” (Indie) | 
(reissue). Surprisingly big with | 
$10,000. Last week, subsequent-run. | 

Larkin ‘Rosener) (400; 65-85) — | 
“Quiet on Western Front’ (Indie) | 
(reissue). Nice $2,400. Last week, | 
“Beauty and Beast” (Indie) and | 
“Sidewalks. London” (Indie) (2d 
wk), $2,000. 


BALTIMORE 


‘Continued from page 8) 
Last week, | 











fine $19,400. 

Keith’s ‘Schanberger) (2.460; 20- 
60)\—“‘Fancy Pants” (Par) (2d wk). 
Holding well enough at $9,000 after 
sock $15.300 preem. 

Mayfair ‘Hicks) (980; 20-65)— 


200 opener. 

New ‘Mechanic) (1.800; 20-60)— 
“Black Rose” (20th) (2d wk). Still 
solid at $9,000 after bright $13,- 
300 opener. 

Stanley 
“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB) 
(2d wk). 
slow $11,000 first week. 

Town ‘Rappaport) (1.500: 35-65) 





300 last week, 


(WB) (3.280; 25-75)— |: 
Slipping to $7,000 after 


“Born to Be Bad” (RKO) (2d wk). |Z 
Mild $6,000 figured after nice $8,- | #& 





| (Indie) and “Blazing Guns” (Indie) 


(reissues). Big $8,500. Last week, 
on moveovers. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75) — 
“Union Station” (Par). Smeoth 
$10,000. Last week, “Born To Be 
Bad” (RKO), about same. 


TORONTO 


(Continued from page 8) 





wk). Fine $10,500. Last week, 
$18,000. 
Nortown, University (FP) ‘959; 


1,556; 38-67)—"“Black Rose” (20th) 
Terrific $17,000. Last week, ‘“Sun- 
set Boulevard” (Par) (3rd wk), 
$11,000. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 48-$1.15)— 
“Louisa” (U) (2nd wk). Neat $11,- 
000. Last week, $15,000. 


Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 38-67)— 


| “Flame and Arrow” (WB) (2nd wk). 
| Lusty $12,000. Last week $17,000. 


Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 42-75)— 
“Saddle Tramp” (U). Slow $5,000. 
Last week, “Desert Hawk” ‘U), 


_ $7,000. 





Buys Jap Novel 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Film rights to Japanese novel, 
“Long the Imperial Way.” have 
been acquired by Otto Clement, 
who turned it over to John Bright 
for screenplaying pending decision 
whether Clement will produce it 
independently or offer it as a pack- 
age. 


| New York Theatres 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


Rockefeller Center 


“SUNSET BOULEVARD” 


William HOLDEN @ Gloria SWANSON 
Erich VON STROHEIM 


A Paramouftt Picture 
Spectacular Stage Presentation 





























Poramount 
Presents 


























Wednesday, September 13, 1950 23 





ee 


PREVIEW PET ES 














— with a on 
wonderful-WONDERFUL seat selling 
TRAILER 











as 
tan 








Is 
pee 











When “Preview Pete” told 

your patrons about “Francis”...in 
that Box-Office powered N.S. trailer 
...he started all America talking...about that 
“talking mule”!...When you see “Pete” in his 
latest trailer success for“LOUISA”...you'll KNOW 
that no patron can resist the laugh-loaded 
combination of “Preview Pete”...those hilarious 
scenes from the film...and, Francis — who's 
talking again — but this time about “LOUISA.” 


Ms. , “Pete” has switched from mules to “people” 
aii? snare te ...and you'll love it!...$o will your patrons! 
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Subscription Radio 
Muzak Sees 


New FCC Worry; 
It as Savior of FM 


a 





Washington, Sept. 12. 

Having just gotten a breathing 
spell from a year of color tele- 
vision proceedings, FCC was given 
another problem last week—sub- 
scription radio via FM. 

The proposal to authorize the 
service, with Muzak furnishing the 
¥M’ers the programs, is a revival | 
of the original plan offered six | 
years ago but subsequently with- | 
drawn. Nicknamed “pig-squeal” | 
radio, it involves the installation 
of a patented device on the recelv- 
er owned by the subscriber which 
cleurs the special program service 


for reception. It is similar to a 
gadget to be installed in Phone- 
vision receivers which unscram- 
bles the picture for subscribers. 
Muzak . originally planned to 


charge $1.50 a month for the no- 
advertising programs. Its current 
petition, filed through former FCC 
Chairman Paul Porter, makes no 
mention of rates. 

Muzak never told the 
sion why it withdrew its original | 
proposal, but it was believed that | 
the prospect of getting the agency | 
to license frequencies for special | 
services which only a minority of | 
licteners would receive’ was none 
too rosy. But the situation has 
changed considerably, as Muzak’s 
petition points out, and in the suc- 
ceeding five years FM operations 
“have not developed into a new 
and distinct public service, many | 
licensees and permittees surren-| 
dering their authorizations because 
of the lack of economic support 
for the service. At the present | 
time, approximately 700 FM sta-| 
tions are now operating and. . 
with few exceptions these stations 
merely duplicate AM _ broadcasts 
and therefore do not provide a 
new, separate and distinct serv- 
ice.” | 


Commis- 


‘Widespread Confusion’ 

To stay in operation, § says 
Muzak, some of these stations have 
goiten into “beep,” Transit Radio 
and storecasting, whose legality | 
has been questioned. But the Com- | 
mission has not yet ruled on the 
fssue and its failure to do so, the 
company claims, “has created | 
widespread confusion and uncer- | 
tainty among FM licensees, more 
than 50 of whom... are currently 
engaged in operations which ap- 
pear to be inconsistent with the 
provisions of their licenses and| 
the Commission’s regulations.” 
However, Muzak declares, even, 
if the Commission were to legiti- | 





7, 


Stop Those Sirens! 

Mutual network ° as banned 
sirens from its sound effects 
repertoire and other nets are 
likely to follow suit. MBS 
yanked the sirens following a 
request from the New York 
City civil defense communica- 
tions setup, which has limited 
the use of the siren to serve 
as an air raid alarm. Sirens 
have already been taken off 
Gotham’s police and fire de- 
partment vehicles. 


Presumably wailing sirens 
on Mutual’s stable of cops- 
and-robbers stanzas, as_ well 


as those on other webs, might 
confuse a jittery public. 


Miles Exits Brace 


Of Mutual Shows 


Chicago, Sept. 

Miles Laboratories, which is ax- 
ing its quarter-hour sponsorship of 
Mutual’s “Ladies Fair” strip Sept. 
29, has also decided to drop its 


quarter-hour backing of the follow- 
ing “Queen for a Day” Mutual air- 
ing, effective Oct. 27. Miles has 








| bankrolled a 15-minute segment of 
|“Queen,” Coast-origination emceed 


by Jack Bailey, since 1945. 
According to Jeff Wade, radio- 


tele director of the Wade agency | 
which handles the Miles account, | 


Mutual cancellations is a 
matter which will not 


duo of 
budgetary 


affect the other Miles radio and tee- | 


vee shows. Wade said there’s a 
good possibility that the drug firm 
may pick up “Queen” again next 
January. He said the strip had done 
a good job for Miles during the 
past five years. 


SESAC ‘Out of Bounds’ In 
Claiming That NAB Sets 
Rates, Sez Prexy Miller 


Washington, Sept. 12. 
A complaint that reps of SESAC, 





| European composers society, have | 


been going “a little out of bounds” 
in telling broadcasters that Na- 


TOTTEN EXITS WGN 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 

Hal Totten has resigned as WGN 
|farm director to become manager 
'of KOKX, Keokuk, Ia. One of the 
first sports announcers in the city, 
Totten has been associated with 
WGN off and on for the past 25 
years. He has been station’s farm 
director since 1945. ’ 

Totten is being replaced by Nor- 
man Kraeft, a member of the WGN 
/announcing staff since 1948. 








New NBC ‘Tandem’ 


Sales Idea Meets 
_ Agency Frowns 


NBC appears to be running into 
| some stiff agency resistance in its 
| attempt to peddle “Operation Tan- 
|} dem.” This is the new and radi- 

cal sales- programming formula 
conceived by exec veepee Charles 
|R. Denny, whereby ‘ix 
| pating bankrollers would plank 
down $1,200,000 each a year for a 


39-week ride on five one-hour 
shows’ cross-the-board, including 
one hour of the Sunday evening 


star-studded “Dream Show”; Ar- 
turo Toscanini and the NBC Sym- 
i phony Orchestra Monday nights; 
Phil Harris and “Duffy’s Tavern” 
Thursday nights; “Screen Direc- 
tors Guild” (expanded to one 
|hour) Friday nights, and “Man 
Called X” and “Dangerous As- 
signment” Saturday nights. 

| Agency execs argue that $1,200.- 
| 000 can buy a sponsor a half-hour 
costing from $7,500 to $10,000 a 
week, and that it would be a prop- 
'erty that the client would own 
‘without sharing with others. The 
same amount, they argue, would 
| also permit for a terrific spot cam- 
| paign in preferred positions, in- 
| stead of the one-minute plug pro- 
| vided on “Operation, Tandem.” 

| As result, NBC is now thinking 
| in terms of peddling “Tandem” in 
13-week blocks at $400,000. It’s 
| known that station reps frown on 
the idea, and stations reportedly 
look upon it as an encroachment. 


| Nonetheless, all concede that if 
NBC can turn the trick, it would 
amount to the most stunning sales 
coup in recent radio annals and 
could well set a pattern for sell- 


matize present ‘“narrowcasting” | tional Assn. of Broadcasters sets nk AM properties in the future. 


practices, FM development would 
not be helped much but there 
would probably be new entries in 
the field. The result, it believes, | 
would take the form of promo-' 
tional efforts to selected custom-| 
ers to obtain background music| 
service similar to that offered by | 
Muzak through the use of wire. 
lines, “but no broad economic base 
would be available to FM stations | 
through these methods to obtain. 
sufficient revenue to support a sat-. 
isfactory service.” | 

Hence, Muzak proposes that in 
addition to legalizing the “narrow- 
casting” services, the Commission | 
authorized subscription radio “in 


the music organization’s rates, was 
made last week by NAB prexy 
Justin Miller. In a letter to Kurt 
A. Jadassohn, SESAC _ general 
manager, Miller said he had been 
informed by various broadcasters 
that the relationship of NAB to 
SESAC is being misrepresented by 
the latter’s reps in soliciting con- 
tracts. 

Miller declared that NAB had 
nothing to do with setting SESAC 
rates, that it “did not pretend to 


| pass judgment upon whether they 


were proper or improper,” that it 
did not urge its members to accept 
any particular rate, and that it 
“never suggested that a man was 


(Continued on page 40) | not a good member of NAB if he 





Carl George Named As 
WGAR V.P.-Gen. Manager 


Cleveland, Sept. 12. 

Carl E. George, WGAR, Cleve- 
land, staff member for 17 years, 
Was named station vice-president 
and general manager by John F. 
Patt, who last week was elected 
president of the Goodwill stations, 
WGAR, WJR. Detroit, and KMPC, 
Los Angeles. 

In his new position, George suc- 
ceeds Patt, under whom he served 
as assistant general 
George headed 
department. 

At the same it 


time was an- 


manager. | 
the WGAR sales | 


| did not sign up under the present 


rate structure.” 


‘So far as NAB is concerned,” | 


| Miller asserted, ““SSESAC and the 
_broadcasters are operating as busi- 
, ness men do, upon an arm’s length 
| basis; each one working out the 
| best contract agreement he can. 
'In this procedure, NAB takes no 
part.” 

Miller said that the statements 

(Continued on page 40) 


TALLU SETTLES JINGLE 
SUIT OUT OF COURT 


Tallulah Bankhead, who brought 
/a $1,000,000 suit against Procter & 
‘Gamble, Benton & Bowles, NBC 











a6 


“Madam’ Radio Premiere 


Is Switched to Hub As 
Center Bow Is Delayed 


| 


| 


its plans on giving the Ethel Mer- 
man 
musical a world premiere on ra- 
dio. Event was initially sched- 
uled for an origination from the 
newly-refurbished Center theatre, 
N. Y., Sunday night, Sept. 24, with 
highlights of the show getting a 
half-hour coast-to-coast spread be- 
fore an invited audience of 2,500. 

However, in view of the fact 
that the Center theatre, being con- 
‘verted for television-radio  pur- 
poses, won't be finished by that 
tine, the radio program will orig- 
|inate from the Shubert, Boston, 
where “Madam” will be playing a 
pre-Broadway engagement. Diffi- 
culty in getting the cast back to 
N. Y. was also a factor in the 
| switch to the Hub. 


} 


Russel Crouse (composer-authors 
,of the NBC-financed show), along 
with Ethel Merman and the RCA- 
Victor album combo of Victor 
Young, Perry Como and Mindy 


Carson, will be featured on the ra-| 


dio preem. 





nounced that Elmer M. Krause, sec-| and CBS for the “Tallulah the | 


retary-treasurei of WAG, had been, Tube of Prell” jingle, last week | 


elected a directcr of the station. 

George is currently president of 
the Ohio Assn of Broadcasters 
and vice-president of the Sales Ex- 
ecutives Club. He is a former di- 
rector of the Cleveland Advertising 
Club and currently member of the 
general board of the American Red 
Cross. 

Krause has been a member of 
the WGAR staff since the station 
Opened in 1930, 


of 
re- 


settlement out 
received a sum, 


, accepted 
; court. 


a 
She 


ported in the neighborhood of $5,- | 


| 000, from the insurance firm which 
/covered the defendants. Latter 
|consider the payment well worth 
\the publicity received. 

Miss Bankhead had contended 
that the “take me home and 
squeeze me” jingle infringed on her 
| rights because the name Tallulah 
Was uniquely: associated: with her. 


Fast Sale 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 
Sold-out tag was hung up last 
week on the “Cliff Johnson Fam- 
ily,” cross-the-board family show 


| 


after three years as a WBBM air- 
er. Kraft, for Parkay margarine, 
picked up. the remaining two seg- 
ments. 

Needham, Louis and Brorby is 
the agency. ' 
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TO MANAGE KOKX 


partici- 


of time and a good half-hour show | 


NBC has been obliged to alter) 


“Call Me Madam” Broadway | 


Irving Berlin, Howard Lindsay, | 


which bowed on WGN Monday (11) | 
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{From the Production Centres 


IN NEW. YORK CITY... «4... 


| Blaine-Thompson agency, marking its 50th anni, has upped Philip 
Solomon and Fred Golden to veepeeships. Solomon is account exec 
for Warner Bros. and Golden hgads the theatrical dept.....WNYC’s 
| Lillian Blake to Bermuda for a week....Ben Grauer off for a two-week 
news survey of Europe for NBC, covering Paris, Berlin, Geneva and 
Rome....WOR announcer John Scott and Mrs. have adopted a 4!2- 
month boy, Lawrence Lee Scott....Mrs. William Paley (wife of the CBS 
board chairman) slated to appear on the Margaret Arlen show Friday 
(15) to tout North Shore Hospital Fund M. H. LeBlang joins WCBS 
as assistant to promotion manager Bob Patt, to handle tele Olga 
Druce sails on the Queen Mary tomorrow for stay in England. 

Rosa Rio to compose music on ABC's new “Peace of Mind” series.... 
Barbara Welles to air her special reports from Paris on WOR starting 
tomorrow (Thurs.) “Mr. Moto” series, which NBC is auditioning, is 
a Carol Irwin property and not Ted Ashley’s, as erratumed last week 

WOR prexy Ted Streibert is heading the fund drive for the Visit- 
ing Nurse Service Morris Novik (and Mrs.) off to Mexico on vacation 
and then to the American Federation of Labor conventien in Houston 

Kellogg’s has moved up its sponsorship of ‘Mark Trail” on MBS to 
start Monday (18) instead of next month. Webb has also snagged a 
renewal on “Straight Arrow” from National Biscuit....NBC has taken 
an option on a Monty Woolley show, ‘‘The Magnificent Montague.” 

Patricia Straus, secretary to WOR’s music director Sylvan Levin, got 
engaged last week to Philip Richard Toohey. She’s daughter of Jack 
I. Straus, prez of R. H. Macy & Co. and owner of WOR Kathleen 
Cordell erratumed in last week's “F.B.I. In Peace and War” review 
under the script name of “Kathleen Alvera.” 

ABC’s Mark Woods and Bob Kintner left for Chi last night (Tues.) 
for preem of Don MeNeill’s TV stanza... Frederic W. Ziv Co. has 
appointed two new sales reps: Coleman Scott, to headquarters in Cleve- 
land, and James Gates in Biddeford, Me.....CBS’ Lowell Thomas will 
have a three-part article on Burma in Collier’s starting late this month 

Barry Thomson taking over Berry Kroeger’s role on “Young Dr. 
Malone” because latter left last week for a film stint in Hollywood 
Bert Lebhar III, son of WMGM executive director Bert Lebhar, Jr., 
appointed assistant to the manager of KVER, Albuquercue....Tony 
Lane Trio to air over MBS from the Hotel Dixie.... Wy Gardner, 
ex-Camel songstress, doing a flock of commercial spots....‘“Our Gal 
Sunday” additions include Paquita Anderson, Louis ‘iector, Margery 
Maude, Horace Braham and Cathleen Cordell... Nancy Sheridan, 
Amzie Strickland, Martin Blaine and Helen Choate new to “Nona From 
Nowhere” John McGovern, Charme Allen and Richard Janaver 
added to “Just Plain Bill.” 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Merle Jones, CBS Pacific network head, picked Ole Morby as Ed 
Buckalew’s successor to direct sales for the net in Frisco. Buckalew 
moves his headquarters te Hollywood as sales chief of KNX and the 
Coast skein. ...George Sterling of FCC coming out to break bread with 
Society of Television Engineers at their 10th anni dinner and to give 
them a rundown on the commission’s TV color slant....Al “Cappy” 
Capstaff starts his 12th year as producer for Bob Hope and is now in 
Hawaii on the mend from double surgery, which cost him 20 pounds 
(and which he could spare)....Bob Coleson of Advertising Council will 
fish his way down to New Orleans and back....Harry Maizlish is hoping 
for early action on his buy of KFWB now that the transfer is on the 
FCC agenda....Art Marquette came to town for talks with Art Rush 
on a Quaker Oats campaign with Roy Rogers. Another arrival was 
Jack Platt of Kraft, around for takeoff of the new ‘“‘Gildersleeve” show 
....Gloria Foster, a looker with a voice to match, pulled stakes in the 
east to take on a few local chores....Ralph Edwards will take the 
whole family—wife, three youngsters, mother and two brothers—to 
Marino, Colo., for a big homecoming celebration Oct. 7. What a spot 
to do “This Is My Life” on “Truth or Consequences.” 


IN CHICAGO... 


| Tommy Bartlé@tt to emcee cross-the-board musical quiz series, “Play 
‘or Pay,” which bows on WBBM Oct. 2 for the Sawyer Biscuit Co..... 
David S. Williams has been appointed space and radio time buyer at 
Wade agency, moving up from assistant slot in the media department 
.... Buff Cobb, distaff side of the Mike Wallace-Buff Cobb team emcee- 
ing?W MAQ's “Chez Show,” hospitalized with a back injury suffered in 
a fall at her home....Sports writer and producer Tom Foy rejoins 
WBBM staff after a two-year newspaper hitch in Miami Beach.... 
Wallace Ruggles is new radio-TV producer at the Leo Burnett agency 
....Don Miller, WCBS sales manager, and Milton (Chick) Allison, 
, WBBM N. Y. sales rep, checked into WBBM-CBS last week on biz.... 
Earl Nightingale in as lead in “Sky King,’ which bowed on Mutual yes- 
terday (12). Jack Bivans takes over rele of “Clipper”’....Red Grange 
did the play-by-play Sunday (10) on WMAQ’s airing of the Armed 
Forces Benefit football game between the Chi Bears and the Philadel- 
phia Eagles....Chuck Wiley, WBBM flack, in Louisville this week 
Jerry Devine, scripter-producer of ‘This Is Your FBI,” here huddling 
with ABC execs....WBBM news editor Julian Bentley launches a 6 to 
6:30 a.m. newscast six times weekly, starting Sept. 18....Kitchen 
Klenzer, through Russell Seeds agency, starts today (13) with a three 
times weekly participation on National Home Institute series aired by 
Philip Hayes on WMAQ. NHI also copped a 13-week renewal from 
Home Federal Savings and Loan Assn. for a six times weekly participa- 
tion....Mary Margaret McBride’s transcribed airer returned to WGN 
Monday (11)... Jim Clark, sales manager of WRVA, Richmond, Va.. in 
town on biz last week ...WBBM director of education Dorothy Miller 
vacationing in Colorado Springs....Tom Moore on a personal appear- 
ance tour in Wisconsin and the Dakotas this week while Dick (Two Ton) 
Baker subs on Moore’s morning WGN show. 


IN WASHINGTON ... 





in 


| 


William Wood, State Dept. liaison on radio special events, is leaving 
Government to join TV production staff of WOIC-CBS....Robert E. 
Nichols has resigned from the CBS Washington news bureau to go with 
the Democratic National Committee in the publicity section....Mr. 
Selwyn Lloyd, M.P., and Mrs. Mary Stocks, members of a British sub- 
committee on renewal of the BBC charter, in town to visit FCC and 
study local radio operations, took time out to 0.0. WGAY, in order to 
'inspect the facilities of a typical indie....President Truman’s radio-TV 
speech last Saturday night was first simulcast from the Presidential 
White House desk; all previous ones were picked up from the motion 
, picture screening room or the Oval Room in the White House.... 
Jimmy McPhail, 22-year-old vocalist who won the recent “Amateurs of 
_1950” contest conducted by WWDC disk jockey Jackson Lowe, booked 
into the Howard theatre to sing with the Duke Ellington orch week of 
Sept. 22....David Schoenbrun, CBS correspondent in Paris, here on 
his first visit in three years before going to N. Y. to cover the meeting 
of the Big Three for the web....WWDC broadcasting the football 
games of Maryland U for fourth consecutive season, with Bob Wolff at 
| the mike, assisted by Steve Douglas, ex of WRC-NBC....Bill Downs 
back from his Korean stint to rejoin Washington news staff of CBS.... 
WMAL-ABC teeing off a new series next week on “Atomic First Aid” 
with Joe E. Aronoff, Red Cross, emceeing, and Van Beuren de Vries, 
station staffer, producing. “t eista’ c1ubit egat 
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MCA, MORRIS 


~ NBC Electropsychogalvonometer 


NBC is carrying on a romancé with Electropsychogalvonometer. 
That’s an electric cardograph device currently being perfected at 
the RCA Laboratories at Princeton, N. J., by Philip Basque, who 
has been retained by the corporation to whip the instrument into 
shape. 

The machine, attached to a person’s head, measures brain im- 
pulses (similar in design and intent as those used on criminals). 
NBC has other ideas for its use, however. It figures that through 
the use of Electropsychogalvonometer, the brain reaction to pro- 
granyning can be measured before the show goes on the air and | 
thus save NBC a lot of expense. 

NBC currently uses the Horace Schwerin system of pre-testing 
programs, but the web is planning to scrap the Schwerin graphs 
for this purpose and confine its use to analyzing programs and 
commercials after they’ve been on the air. 

Idea is to put several persons in a room and let Electropsycho- 
galvonometer work on them, registering their hates, dislikes, 
likes and other reactions to the NBC pre-tested shows. 








TALENT APENCIFS {CBS Rules Nielsen 


RULE RADIO, TELE 


The 1950-51 radio-television sea- 
son finds the two major talent 
agencies, namely William Morris 
and Music Corp. of America, more 
solidly entrenched in the pro- 
gramming picture than at any pre- 
vious time in their careers. 

It’s reached the status today 
where either MCA or the Morris 
agency is calling the signals as the 


suppliers of talent on _ virtually 
every major show circuiting the 





Who’s Kiddin’? 

Topper on the initial Jack 
Benny CBS show Sunday (10) 
occurred immediately follow- 
ing the Coast-originating pro- 
gram. 

For the getaway stanza, the 
Benny script played on the 
cramped CBS studio space 
situation, with the comedian 
getting a tossing around be- 
cause of the TV requirements. 
Punch line had a CBS exec 
suggesting calling NBC for 





McConnell Regime Appraisal, TV Color 


Loom on NBC Convention Agenda | 


NBC’s top brass went into a hud- + 
die last week for the initial kick- 
around of an agenda for the net- 





What, No FM? 


work’s annual convention, being Twin sons were born in N.Y. 
held next month at White Sulphur | Thursday (7) to the wife of 
Springs, W.-Va., and to rally the} Schuyler Chapin, publicity 


chief for WNBC and WNBT. 
key radio and television out- 
lets of the NBC web in N. Y. 


web thinking in anticipation of any | 
possible affiliate squawks. 

This is the first NBC convention 
under Joe McConnell’s regime as Apprised of the twin birth 
prexy and since the network adopt- | by the proud Chapin, one of 
ed its Booz, Allen & Hamilton ad-| the station’s execs declared: 
ministrative format — a format; “Naturally—one for AM and 
which has projected merchandising | one for TV.” 


Baseball Fever 











Springs convention is expected to 
be sparked by a keynote calculated 
to impress the affiliates with NBC’s 
stature as a business enterprise 
rather than putting stress on show- 


AM-TYV kiloycles. 

The rakeoffs accruing to the per- 
centage houses, either for outright 
package deats giving them 10% oif 
the top of shows running as high 
as $50,000 a week, or for individ- 
ual talent, run into astronomical 
figures, making radio and more 
notably TV perhaps their major 
sources of income. ‘ 

Whereas MCA rules the radio | 


roost, with its stake in such val-| fF Vi (’ | 
uable high-rated AM properties as | f ay ance 


space. 

No sooner had the Benny 
show signed off than’ Manie 
Sacks, the RCA-NBC exec, 
called the comic long-distance 
from N. Y. with a “come on 
cver, we've plenty of room on 
NBC.” 











’n’ Andy, Red Skelton, Ozzie and 
Harriet, Burns & Allen, etc., the 
Morris agency has slowly been 
building up its TV stable of prop- 
erties and personalities, so that to- 
day it has moved into the video 
forefront. The Morris - NBC af- 
finity in TV is as pronounced as 
the MCA-CBS alliance in radio 


then Bill Pal fg Don’t be surprised, goes the re- 
poe vache at Ae een: 'S| port, if General Foods returns to 


Practically anywhere you turn) its onetime serenity of only bank- 
among the major entries on the | rolling a radio version of the “Ald- 
NBC video roster, up pops the | 
Morris identification. On the two- | 
and-a-half hour “Saturday Night | 





the TV version. The video “Ald- 





erational patterr. It’s for this rea- 
son that the White Sulphur 
fe * 
Crimps Ratings 
On Web Shows 


manship. 

Two items come up for major | 
consideration—color television, and | 
problem how NBC intends to meet 
the increasing pressures from ad- 
vertisers for reduction in rates in 
sound broadcasting, 

NBC will be treading on delicate 
grounds on the color television is- 
sue in view of the FCC’s recent | 


‘out the country is reportedly at a 


and television shows are expected | 


|” Because baseball fever trough: } 


fever piteh, many of the top radio | 


'and the companion Sid Caesar-| test potato in the wake of the Jean 


: Samer # > ae .< | Muir controversy, also came in for 
|Imogene Coca “Show of Shows : 


are Morris “babies.” Switch to : 
|Sunday night and the $50,000-| From all accounts, 


| budgeted, Colgate-sponsored star-| Foods may seek its out on the 
rotating show reveals that both | basis that the show lacks the quali- 


segments, along with the Max Lieb- | tion, rather than attributing its 
man alternate production, are fly-,¢mise to any possible embarrass- 


ing the Morris colors. (Sole ex- | 
| have evoked. 


Stick With AM 


'rich Family” and decides to chuck | 
Revue,” both the Jack Carter show | Tich,” aside from being TV's hot- | 


a critical drubbing on its premiere. | 
General | 


the Eddie Cantor and Fred Allen | tative elements of the radio edi- | 


ments which the Muir ouster may | 











decision favoring CBS _ standards. | 
It's a cinch that the affiliates will 


be asking questions, and plenty of 


them, in relation to their own stake | 


in TV and the wisdom of re-pledg- 
ing allegiance to a network whose 


parent company virtually had the 


tint knocked from under 


them. 


US. Steel- Guild's 


Radio-in-Round 


U. S. Steel’s “Theatre Guild of 
the Air,” which preemed last Sun- 
day night (10), is mulling the ini- 
tial “radio-in-the-round” presenta- 


props 





tion when the Sunday night NBC. 
originates from Cleveland | 


show 
next month before an audience of 
10.000 in the Civie Auditorium. 
Plan is to build the stage in the 
center of the vast auditorium, with 
a radio version of 
featuring Patrice Munsel and Den- 
nis Morgan, as the attraction. 


_ In addition, U. S. Steel will also 
invite a cuffo audience of students 
for the dress rehearsal on the 
afternoon of the radio performance. 


In a bid to hypo the rating, 
“Theatre Guild” this season is 
negotiating for off-the-beaten track 
properties, including Alfred Lunt 
and Lynn Fontanne in Robert E. 
Sherwood’s “There Shall Be No 
Night;” the “Brigadoon” presenta- 
tion on tap for the Cleveland orig- 
ination; Humphrey Bogart in 
“Boomerang,” etc. 

U. S. Steel has a $15,500 weekly 
talent nut for the series. 


7 ¢ ’ 
K-F’s ‘Henry J’ Spots 
Kaiser-Frazer has set a $200,000 
month-long spot campaign to plug 
its new low-priced “Henry J” car. 
The campaign, which kicks off 
Sept. 27, will hit all AM markets 
that can be lined up. 
Agency is William Weintraub. 





“Brigadoon,” | 


to find much smaller audiences | 
than anticipated during the next 
few weeks. Even the most opti- 
mistic network execs don’t see how 
,they can lure baseball fans away 
from the indie stations carrying the 
ball games, and the situation is ex- 
pected to be especially aggravated 
| because of the heavy night-game 
| schedule which most of the pen- 
| nant contenders have lined up for 
| the rest of the seasen. 


| While ratings won’t be in for sev- 


ception is the Jerry Lewis-Dean 
Martin entry, which belongs to 
MCA). 

Similarly, the Morris agency is 
represented by the new Frances 
Langford hour show on Du Mont 
and by the Milton Berle “Texaco 
Star Theatre.” The new Schlitz- 
sponsored “Pulitzer Theatre” is 
also out of the Morris house. Also 
the Bob Hope (at $40,000 a throw) 
Frigidaire series of six TV shows. 
Ditto on the Wednesday night 





/eral weeks, last week's baseball 
schedule gave some indication of | 
what the networks can expect up | 
{to World Series time. Brooklyn | 
| Dodgers, hot on the heels of the 
league-leading Philadelphia Phils, | 
played the Phils two night games | 
Wednesday, one on Thursday and |} 
one Friday. During those three 
nights, several top-budgeted radio 
and TV shows teed off their new | 
seasons and it’s anticipated that) 
ratings, particularly in N. Y. and 
Philly, will’ show most radio sets 
tuned to the baseball pickups and 
not to the network programs. 


| Web execs, as a result, look to. 
'their Sunday night shows as those 
'with the best chance to lead the, 
rating parade until the baseball | 
season winds. While there are a 


NBC “rotating” show, with its 
Danny Thomas, Ed Wynn and 


| Jimmy Durante entries. 





Gardner to Be Filmed For 
‘Dream Show’ Insertion; 
Studio Audience Gainer 


Question of how to integrate Ed | 
into the upcoming 90- | 


Gardner 
minute Sunday evening “Dream 
Show” on NBC for a four to five 
minute weekly insert, has been re- 
solved by web*programming execs. 

Gardner this season will again 
be taping his “Duffy’s Tavern” 


show from Puerto Rico. With the 
other components of “Dream 
Show” emanating live from the 


number of important ball games! newly-refurbished Center theatre, 
|}coming up on Sunday afternoons N. Y., the Gardner sequence will 
during the next two weeks, there be projected via film, to be shot in 
will be none on Sunday evening. | Puerto ‘Rico. 

The radio audience will hear the 
audio portion while the film will 


NBC. EYEING DEVINE AS | ve projected for the Center thea- 


i tre studio audience. 


WELL AS ‘FBI’ STANZA Mutual’s Hot Potato 


| Jerry Devine, producer-Director | 
\of Equitable Life’s “This Is Your Theodore Kirkpatrick, managing 
editor of the 


FBI” on ABC, is being wooed by 











during which time he’ll confer with | tack’s “Red Channels” book touch- | 
, J. Edgar Hoover in Washington onjed off the radio “blacklist” con- | 


ithe official FBI airer. Because | troversy. 

| Devine’s influence on Equitable is | Panelites will 
‘important, ABC is laying out the! World-Telegram  anti-Red 
red garpet to counteract the NBC | Frederick Woltman and N, Y. Post 
offers, ay ghcig,t t 4. beditor James Wechsler, wo) 


; : : anti-Communist | 
NBC, which is trying to snare the | newsletter Counterattack, will be | 


stanza. 'queried by newsmen on Mutual's 
Devine arrived in Gotham Fri- | “Reporters Roundup” tomorrow | 
' day (8), staying east until Sept. 21,, (Thurs.) at 9:30 p. m. Counterat- | 


include N. Y.) 
scribe , 


| Nancy Carroll has been pacted 
| to replace Miss Muir. However, 
major criticism stems from the 
uncertain production values and 
the program’s new Henry Aldrich 
(Dick Tyler), general impression 
being that he lacks the visual ado- 
lescence long conjured up in the 
radio version of Ezra Stone, 


$2,000,000 BLATZ BEER 





Blatz beer, which recently shift- 
ed from Kastor, Farrell, Chesley & 
Clifford agency to William Wein- 
traub and dropped its “Duffy’s 


expand its radio expenditures. One 
of the plans being mulled by the 
| Weintraub agency is a saturation 
campaign of news stanzas, based on 
the current upbeat in news listen- 
ing, with four or five five-minute 
newscasts to be aired daily on one 
iweb. Cost of the drive might bet- 
i ter $2,000,000. 

| Mutual is reported out front in 
‘the bidding. MBS, with more time 
| availabilities than the other webs 
/and with a strong news lineup, ap- 
| pears in a better position to work 
| the news shows into its sked. 


‘Cotton Belt Regional 
Web Preems Sept. 18 


Texarkana, Sept. 12. 

The Cotton Belt Group, owned 
and operated by the Cotton Belt 
Broadcasting Co., will start opera- 
tions on Sept. 18, according to Da- 
vid M. Segal, general manager of 
the new web. 

The regional web is composed of 
KTFS here; KDMS, El Dorado, 
Ark., and WGVM, Greenville, 
Miss. KFTS here will be the key 
outlet for the group. 

The first program to be carried 
/on the web is to be “Uncle Dud- 
ley’s Country Store” which is par- 
tially sponsored by the State Fi- 
| nance Co. Other programs will be 











: jaded, acéarding to. Segalj»s> c+ pXil. 


NEWS SPREAD MULLED 


Tavern” sponsorship on NBC, may | 


Roost in AM, 


But NBC Talent Dominates in TV 


+ The NBC-vs.-CBS talent reap- 


praisal has been causing 
eye-rubbing of late within 
AM-TV fraternity. 

Thrown for a talent loss in ra- 
dio over the past three years 
i|through the multiple CBS deals 
which wooed Jack Benny, Edgar 
Bergen, Bing Crosby, Anos '‘n’ 
Andy, Red Skelton, et al., into the 
Bill Paley fol@#, NBC has been 
quietly building up a video roster 
of name attractions that easily 
dominates the TV marquee. 

While it’s considered an :lmost 
certainty that Columbia will stiil 
rule the Nielsen roost in radio 
(last season it was copping 16 out 
of the Top 20), the TV situation is 
something else again. 

Factor is that CBS’ big guns, 
such as Benny, Bergen and Cros- 
by, are still holding off on any 
definite TV commitments, where- 
as practically the whole roster of 
NBC stars is set to ride the video 
channels in the upcoming season’s 
major attractions. 

Eddie Cantor, Fred Allen and 
Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis on the 
Sunday night “Colgate Theatre” 
spread; Danny Thomas - Jimmy 
Durante-Ed Wynn on the Wednes- 
day night “roundrobin” TV par- 
lay; Milton Berle’s return to the 
Tuesday night “Texaco Star The- 
atre’; the Sid Caesar-Imogene 
Coca “Show of Shows” and the 
| Jack Carter companion piece on 
'the 150-minute “Saturday Night 
Revue”; the Bob Hope Frigidaire 
series and his availability for the 
Sunday night star-rotating series 
—these are the NBC big guns 
'which give the network top-dog 
| talent supremacy in the TV sweep- 
stakes, as opposed to the CBS 
major entries of Arthur Godfrey, 
Burns & Allen; Frank Sinatra, the 
upcoming Amos ’n’ Andy show, 
Alan Young and “This Is Show 
Business.” 

On the dramatic front, the webs 
are about equally divided, with 
NBC’s Robert Montgomery “Lucky 
Strike Theatre” series, Philco, 
Kraft, etc., competing with such 
CBS entries as 
and “Studio One.” 


Anybody Got A 


Sinatra Format? 


CBS, which recently finalized a 
pact for Frank Sinatra’s exclusive 
services on AM and TY, plans a 
full hour radio show for the singer 
in the 5 to 6 Sunday afternoon 
spot, with the web shooting for an 
October premiere. But it appears 
that nobody can agree on a suitable 
format. 

CBS has tossed a couple of 
program formats at Sinatra, who 
has rejected both of them. Sinatra, 
j in turn, had his own ideas for a 
‘show, which didn’t find too much 


' favor among the web programming 


some 
the 








“Ford Theatre” 











| execs. Tthey’re still wrestling with 
| the problem. 
| (Meanwhile, Sinatra’s Saturday 


night video show, with Ben Blue 
|! as the comic, is being whipped into 
| Shape. Whether it will be a full 
‘hour or 30 minutes may hinge on 
| finding a suitable slot for the new 
Burns & Allen show, just bought 
by Carnation Milk. It’s possible 
that B & A may take over a half 
hour of the 60 minutes originally 
‘allotted for the Sinatra showcase. 


PAPAL HONORS FOR 
MR. & MRS. F. M. FOLSOM 


Frank M. Folsom, president of 
| RCA, has been elevated to Knight 
' Grand Cross of the Equestrian Or- 
der of the Holy Sepulchre of Jeru- 
salem, the Catholic organization. 
Apostolic brief of the appoint- 
ment has been received from Car- 
dinal Canali, grand master, and 
Count Caleazzi, regent, by R. E. 
Desvernine, eastern U. S. lieuten- 
ant of the order. Mrs. Folsom was 
similarly honored by Pope Pius 


eb: 





CALL THE TURNS | 
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tbearyye 








28 


RADIO REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wedn 


esday, September 13, 1950 





JACK BENNY PROGRAM 

With Mary Livingstone, Phil Har- 
ris, Eddie (Rochester) Anderson, 
Dennis Day; Sportsmen Quartet; 
Alan Young, guest; music, Mah- 
lon Merrick; Don Wilson, an- 


nouncer 
Producer: Hilliard Marks 


Writers: Sam Perrin, Milt Josefs- 


berg, George Balzer, John Tack- 
aberry 
30 Mins.; Sun., 7 p.m. 
LUCKY STRIKE 
CBS, from Hollywood 
(BBD&O) 


The Jack Benny & Co. return to 
the air Sunday (10), marking the 
comic’s 19th season on the ether, 
was grade-A fun and radio. There 
was the same format, the same) 
characterizations, the same exas- | 
perated Benny, the same warmth | 
and good spirit—and it made for 
good entertainment. A few of the 
jokes were thin, and some of the 
business seemed directed at the 
studio rather than the home audi- 
ence. But the overall good gagging 
and horseplay made up for the few 
sags, to indicate that Benny would 
again be a factor to be reckoned 
with on AM. 

Program was largely devoted to 
getting the gang ready to go back 
on the air, with Benny and Roches- 
ter discussing their London tour, 
and Rochester getting in a couple 
of hilarious cracks in this connec- 
tion. Phil Harris had an amusing 
takeoff on the Guy Lombardo style 
of music (Lombardo was Benny’s 
summer replacement), and Dennis 
Day, aided by the Sportsmen Quar- 
tet, gave a surefire rendition of 
the ballad, ‘“‘Goodnight Irene.” 

Latter part of the program, 
though a little familiar, was still 
good fun, as Benny and his troupe 
vainly sought out a studio at CBS 
for their initial broadcast. All, of 
course, had been taken over _for 
TV, and Benny worked this vein 
to good advantage, ever to tread- 
ing on tradey grounds by bearding 
a CBS vice president and being 
told to check with NBC for room. 
The TV business could have been 
a trailer for Benny’s forthcoming | 
four shots on tele for Luckies, buf | 
it had its humor, too. 

The Lucky commercials rate a 
nod for their catchy quality and | 
flavor. Opening and closing “Be | 
Happy, Go Lucky” jingles were | 
smart and tuneful, while the mid- 
commercial, done in martial rhy- | 
thm to the “American Patrol” | 
theme, roused the studio audience 
to wide applause and deserved it. 

Bron. 


LOUELLA PARSONS 
Producer-Director: Richard Diggs 
15 Mins.; Sun., 9:15 p.m. 
JERGENS 

ABC, from Hollywood 


(Robert W. Orr) 


In all her 20 years on radio, and 
sponsored most of the way, Louella 
Parsons never won a diction award 


| 30 mins.; Thurs., 8:30 p.m. 


THE GREAT GILDERSLEEVE | THE $64 QUESTION 
With Willard Waterman, Marylee With Jack Parr, emcee; Ken Rob- 
| Robb, Dick Crenna, Richard Le-| _ erts, announcer 
Grand, Earle Ross, Lillian Ran- Writer: Edith Oliver 
dolph? Arthur Q. Bryan, Ken) Producer-director: Ed Feldman 
Christy, Jeanette McIntyre, Joe 30 Mins.; Sun., 10 p.m. 


Kearns. RCA VICTOR 
| Producer: Frank Pittman NBC, from N. Y. 
Writers: Paul West, John Elliotte, | (Biow) 


This show, formerly known as 
“Take It Or Leave It,” has changed 
| its name, emcee and sponsor this 

year, but all the other basic in- 
gredients of this giveaway airer 
have been left intact. Jack Paar, 
| who filled in for Eddie Cantor 


Andy White 
Music director: Robert Armieuster 


KRAFT FOODS 
NBC from Hollywood 


(Needham Louis & Brorby) 
Kraft and the agency were’nt 





when the latter exited the show 
last spring, lacks the ad libbing | 
talents of his predecessor. But 
Paar is a competent and ingratiat- | 
ing comic, adequate for the job 
of whipping up a frantic atmos- 


too concerned when Hal Peary, | 
for nine years “The Great Gilder- | 
sleeve,” followed. other NBC stars 
down the street to the House of 


MY FAVORITE HUSBAND 

With Lucille Ball, Richard Den- 
ning, Bea Benadaret, Gale Gor- 
don, Ruth Perrot, Bob LeMond 

Producer-director: Jess Oppen- 
heimer 

Writers: Oppenheimer, 
Pugh, Bob Carroll, Jr. 

30 Mins.; Sat., 9:30 p.m. 

GENERAL FOODS 

CBS, from Hollywood 


(Young & Rubicam) 


Madeline | 


TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES 

With Ralph Edwards, others; 
Ken Roberts, Verne Smith, 
announcers 

Producer-writer: Edwards 

30 Mins.; Tues., 9:30 p.m, 

PHILIP MORRIS 

CBS, from Hollywood 


(Biow) 


Ralph Edwards returns to 
“Truth or Consequences” with the 
same exuberance that has made 





CBS’ favorite wife, Lucille Ball, | 
has returned from her-summer Va-,, 
cation in “My Favorite Husband,” | 
but the show might have taken | 
more time-out to improve its writ- 
ing. 

On the show caught (9), the so- 
called jokes were based on the| 
propensity of women to gossip. | 


| 
| 


this a top giveaway for many years. 
This elaboration of the old parlor 
game has served as a means of en- 
riching contestants, innocent by- 
standers and worthy charities, and 
simultaneously has served as a 
method of getting some fairly re- 
spectable citizens to do things that 
they wouldn’t do under any cir- 





Paley. They knew where they 
could find another “Gildy,” re- 


| membering that a Jong, tall chap 


was dropped from “Fibber and 
Molly” because he sounded too 
much like Peary, who was then on 
the show with the same character. 
Their choice, and a happy one, 
was the same Willard Waterman. 
One audition convinced them that 
he’s the spittin’ voice double of 
Peary and the takeoff was a signal 
success, thanks to a fine first script 
by Paul West, John Elliotte and 
Andy White. It brought out all 
the facets of the character and only 
the staccato chortle of Peary was 
missing. 

Waterman so thoroughly fitted 
the delineation that millions of 
“Gildy” fans around the country 
would have been none the wiser 
had not the closing credits identi- 
fied Waterman as Throckmorton 
P. Gildersleeve. Since the char- 
acter belongs to the sponsor, Peary 
will have to dream up a new one 
on CBS and Waterman is going to 
make it rather uncomfortable for | 
him. Along about mid-season, 
after he has warmed to the role 
of water commissioner and mas- 
tered all the nuances so character- 
istie of Peary, he'll be sailing 
under his own colors, granted, of 
course, that his writers can deliver | 
as they did on the opener. 


Production and cast are practic- 
ally the same as in previous years, | 
with only Jack Meakin, music di- 
rector, having defected with Peary. 
The others, still ‘around, are Wal- 
ter Tetley, Marylee Robb, Dick | 
Crenna, Richard LeGrand, Earle, 
Ross, Lillian Randolph, Ken Chris- 
ty, Jeanette McIntyre and Joe 
Kearns. Music is handled by Bobby 
Armbruster, director for NBC. 


| Kraft plugs Parkay margarine with 
'a piggy-back ride for mustard, | 
none of which is spread too thick. | 


Helm. 


FATHER KNOWS BEST 
With Robert Young, June Whitely, | 


Rhoda Williams, Ted Donaldson, | 
Norma Jean Nillson, Roy Bargy 





and never will. But if the Pea- 
bodys or Pulitzers ever strike off 


special kudos for reporting of the | 


News from Hollywood, it’s an odds- 
on lay her program would get more 
than its share of awards. Louella, 

est known first name in cinema 
circles, has been tattling on Holly- 
wood since long before the net- 
works came, 

1m some quarters she may be 
twitted about her voice, but that’s 
not what Andrew Jergens is pay- 
ing her for, nor is it why thousands 
in Hollywood and millions around 
the country keep vigil at their sets 
of a Sabbath evening. She always 
has news, the kind the sprocket 
crowd and picture fans around the 
country bend an ear to, and more 


likely than not it’s being retailed | 


for the first time. No reporter of 
the Hollywood scene has more pipe 
Jines into studios and _ private 
homes than the Hearst columnist. 
After an eight-week breather in 
which she was subbed by Rosalind 
Russell, daughter Harriet and 
Dorothy Lamour (the latter far 
and away best of the lot and 
certain to land her own show on 
the strength of it), Miss Parsons 
returned to kick off a new season 
for Woodbury. Smartly Parsons 
records her interviews with stars 
in advance for it was always toward 
the finish that her voice tired. She 
had to speed up to beat “The Red 
Hand Around The Clock” and is 
never at her best when hurried. On 
the opener there was a perceptible 
improvement in the tone and 
clarity of her voice and she dis- 
pensed with the early cry of “Ex- 
clusive,” perhaps to give the im- 
pression that all her chit chat is 
tresh and unreported before. 
Guesting on the takeoff were 
Doris Day and the Page Cavanaugh 
Trio for backstopping of her num- 
bers. Guests are given a token 
payment approved.by AFRA. Mar- 
vin Miller works the commercials 
in his usual cannonading style. 
Rating-wise Parsons improves with 
the years and following Winchell 
also has its advantages. But at 
least half the points are her own. 
Helin. 


Producer-Director: Fran Van Har- 
tesveldt 

Writer: Ed James 

30 Mins., Thurs. 8:30 p.m. 


| GENERAL FOODS 


Orch, Bill Forman, announcer | 


phere to cover up the inanity of 
most of the questions. 
On the preem (10), Paar consis- 


tently led the pre-quiz interviews | 


of the studio participants into pre- 
pared comedy channels. This type 
of gagging is okay, but it falls 
short of the spontaneous humor 
involving the contestants them- 
selves. In interviewing a hospital- 


ized veteran via a telephone line, | 


Paar fell into a confused and em- 
barrassed line of gagging and, for 
once, the studio audience felt the 
pathos of the situation and did not 
respond with the automatic yocks. 


Victor’s generosity in. supplying a | 


TV set to the St. Albans hospital, 
where the vet is under treatment, 
had the human appeal which was 
deeply appreciated in this situa- 
tion. 

Brain teasers still remains on 
a grade school level and Paar is 
apparently under instructions not 
to let anyone, except the complete- 
ly hopeless, lose. Paar virtually 


supplies the answers after asking | 


the questions. 

As bankroller, RCA is pushing 
its 45 rpm record system, with 
giveaways of its automatic players 
to all contestants plus a video set 
to the jackpot winner at the con- 
clusion. Announcer Ken Roberts 
handles the plugs for the 45 rpm’s 
with 


greatest invention since the wheel. 
Herm. 


THEATRE GUILD ON THE AIR 

With Rosalind Russell, 
Laughton, Hugh Williams, others 

Producer: Armina Marshall 

Director: Homer Fickett 

Adaptor: Paul Peters 

60 Mins.; Sunday, 8:30 p.m. 

U. S. STEEL 

NBC, from New York 

(BBD&O) 


“The Theatre Guild on the Air” 


ireturned to the NBC net Sunday | 


(10) for its sixth season — 201st 
program—with a dramatization of 
“Edward, My Son,” by Robert 
Morley and Noel Langley. As with 
the stage play and the film which 
preceded it, the radio drama was 
good but came somewhat short of 


| hit proportions. 


Rosalind Russell and Charles 
Laughton, as the stars, added little 
to make exciting a somewhat static 
script. Laughton, particularly, be- 


an enthusiasm that might | 
lead dialers to believe it is the 


Charles | 


| NBC, from Hollywood 


/came unintelligible at times when | 
(Benton & Bowles) he forgot himself and let go with | 
which, his English brogue at rapidfire | 


| “Father Knows Best,” { 
| started out auspiciously ast sea-| Speed. Miss Russell didn’t suffer 


ith ent level of writ-| OO that score, but seemed to have | 
son With an excement lieve Of Writ’ | difficulty in getting the voice shad- | 
| ing and performance, on the initial ing that would indicate to an in-) 
| program (7) indicates that the vein Visibile audience either her great | 
{has as least temporarily run out. grief over her son or her decline | 
|The performance values were still | to alcoholism at the finale. ed 
|topnotch with filmster Robert| Script was taut, but necessarily 
| Young heading a capable cast, but | episodic in that the yarn covers a) 
there apperently wasn’t as much to| long period of time. For the same | 


Two husbands, after betting their | “UMstances. 
wives $25 that they couldn't re- Withal, “Truth or Consequences” 
frain from cattiness, cooked up a| Serves its primary functiog of pro- 
juicy over-the-back-fence yarn to) viding entertainment to home lis- 
'tempt them. Way they planted|teners. The show, of course, is 
their story—or at least the way the | filled with antics that are more 
writers planned for them to plant| Visual than aural. But Edwards 
it—was via the hubbies talking in| Creates a completely zany atmos- 
their sleep. Stanza had an accept-| Phere that permits home listeners 
able, albeit telegraphed climax, | to catch the feeling that pervades 
‘when the script O. Henry’ed that | the studio audience. 
‘the scandal cooked up had actually| Edwards on his preem show (5) 
happened. | performed some fairly elementary 
But the lines forced on Miss Ball | tricks, even to the extent of 
and the cast? Such original tidbits | Squirting seltzer on contestants. 
as “Gad, what a picture—a woman | However, nobody complained. Ed- 
with her mouth closed.” Or, when | wards made up for this by an act 
one couple dropped in on the other | philanthropy whereby a worthy 
one — “We hadda go somewhere. | M¢wsboy was enriched with a car, 
Our TV set was broken.” (Followed | Suit, television set, washer and 
by a well-meaning plug for “Kukla, | Other items. ; 
Fran & Ollie,” aired on the rival| The conferencier nearly always 
NBC web.) Miss Ball and the other | Comes up with a contestant con- 
actors did as much as they could | Sidered good for this type of show. 
to inject some life into the lines| 1 this instance, Edwards got a 
and obviously managed to mug} &&gling schoolmarm. He's also in- 
their way past the studio audience. | troduced a running gag whereby a 
But it meant little to the set-siders, | femme gives a sentence about her- 
Miss Ball is too good a comedi- | self and Edwards builds it into an 
enne to have something like this | ¢Pisode befitting a soap opera. _ 
happen. Way that she and the} There’s no diminution of audi- 
others timed their gags indicated | @mce interest in this show. It’s 
okay direction by Jess Oppen- | liabie to hold out as long as radio 
heimer. Trouble primarily is with | itself. Jose. 
the scripting and that’s what must 
be tuned up. Stal. 


| ADVENTURES OF OZZIE AND 
| HARRIET 
| With Ozzie Nelson, Harriet Hilliard, 
David and Ricky Nelson, John 
(“The Million Dollar Murder”) | Brown, Mary Jane Croft; Verne 
With Joseph Curtin, Alice Frost,| Smith, announcer 
Francis de Sales, Linda Watkins, | Producer: Ted Toll 
| QLarry Haines, Santos Ortega, Writers: Oziie and Don Nelson, 
| Artur Vinton, Anne Teeman;| Ben Gershman, Bill Davenport. 
Charles Paul, music; Joseph | 30 Min.; Fri., 9 p.m. 
King, Ron Rawson, announcers | HEINZ 
Producer-director: John Loveton | ABC, from Hollywood 
30 Mins.; Tues. (5), 8:30 p.m. (Mazon) 


COLGATE Ozzie and Harriet Nelson con- 
CBS, from N. Y. oa ] : : 
(S) 'M oe | sistent y turn out a slick domestic 
verman-Marque | Situation comedy, marked by ex- 
Return of the Norths to the aif-| cellent writing and a naturalness 
Waves after a summer siesta is in-|in characterization. With the four 
vigorating. Veteran comedy-mys-| Nelsons playing themselves, the 
tery show continues its high level, | script takes on the flavor of real- 
in its sprightly, giddy pace, as the |ism and believability. And there's 
| young adventuresome couple get; plenty of humor in the little 
|involved weekly in mysteries and | vignettes exposing human nature. 
| work their way out of them. Tues- Initialer of the new season Fri- 
| day’s (5) was a fast-moving, in-| day (8) had a back-from-vacation 
| triguing sample. theme that made the most of the 
The Norths, returning from va-| youngsters’ reactions to school, the 
| cation, almost ran over a lady. | parents’ reactions to fall cleaning 
| They invited her to ride into town; and all their reactions to two 
with them. Then she was murdered | weeks at a summer resort. A tele- 
|gram from ‘Ha Charlie” - 
seat. With little to work on, the | nouncing he’s p+ + for a visit 
Norths unraveled the mystery, | threw Nelson into a fit of cursing 
which ,involved some heirs to a big | the hotel whose guests are prone 
fortune, and some fancy male and’ to drop in. However, the wire 
femme swindlers, _ | turned out to be not from a sum- 
Scripting and direction were up; mer friend but from a new 
to standard, while Joseph Curtin’s laundryman. By this time, of 
level performance as North capa-| course, the Nelsons had reviewed 
bly offset the flighty actions of | their two weeks’ vacation and were 
Alice Frost, as Mrs. North. They’re | hoping for a visitor. The piece had 
a good team. Bron. |many human touches and a good 
| many bright lines. 
Besides the Nelsons, who do a 


MR. AND MRS. NORTH 








mysteriously as she sat in the back 





build on. 


Opening stanza indicated that 
the program-planners were reach- 
ing for a situation. The one they 
bobbed up with didn’t seem too 
plausible, with the result that the 
teeling of reality, necessary to this 
type of work, didn’t come off. 

Yarn told of the family’s plight 





jin attempting to get back to nor-| 


| maley. The father, in a fit of ef- 
| ficiency, had rearranged the house- 
| hold stocks so that everything 
|could be found easily. 
trouble was that the catalog which 
| provided the location of every 
| item, had gone astray. Housekeep- 
ing was consequently impossible 
until that catalog and a key had 
been located. Wifely intuition 
triumped over masculine efficiency 
in this instance. 
. Production values are still high. 
Young gets the most out of the 
lineage, creates a good character- 
ization and wrings most of the 
humor out of every situation. The 
others in the lineup also do well 
with June Whitely, Rhoda Williams, 
| Ted Donaldson, Nora Jean Nillson 
hitting ,a good stride with their 
respective roles, 
| The incidental music by the Roy 
| Bargy crew catches the feeling of 
| the script. 
| Plugs for the Maxwell House 
' brew are comparatively frequent 
and unsubtle, hampering the pace 
, of the show somewhat. Jose. 





The only | admittedly the product is different. 


| reason it was necessary to con- THE ROD AND GUN CLUB OF 
' dense much of it, particularly at | 
| the beginiing, into narration by the | With Guy 


principals rather than dialog. Di- 


‘rection showed lack of emphasis, | 


with maximum fire not being ex- 
tracted in some of the tense scenes, 


{although the director, of course, / 25 Mins., Thurs.; 8:30 p.m. 


couldn’t 
players. 

Dignified and restrained U.S. 
Steel commercials are a pleasant 
switch from the hammer-type sell- 
ing of ciggies and soaps—although 


go beyond § script or 


They should continue to prove real 


| goodwill getters for the company. 


Herb. 


HALLMARK PLAYHOUSE 
| With Van Heflin 


Writer: Jean Holloway 
Producer: Bill Gay 
30 Mins.: Thurs., 10 p.m. 
HALLMARK 
CBS, from Hollywood 
(Foote. Cone & Belding) 

“Hallmark Playhouse,” one of 

the better dramatic shows on the 


|AM airlanes, opened its new sea- | 


son with a firstrate dramatization 
of “The Story of Thomas Edison.” 
Out of the usually difficult-to- 
handle biographical material, 
scripter Jean Holloway fashioned 
an adult drama that sustained in- 


terest without indulging in any 
obvious fictionalizing or sentimen- | 


tality. 
(Continued on page 36) 


Production dress was par | Bains or hunting equipment. 


THE AIR | really fine job, John Brown clicks 


, . |as the butting-in neighbor and 
Kibbee, VanCampen| Mary Jane Croft ane another 
Heilner, Larry Koller; Milo whacky ariend. i Bril 


Boulton; guests 
| Producer-Director: 
Nelson 





Raymond E.| ATOMIC ENERGY—1950 
'With Dr. G. K. Green, John D. 

Jameson; Marvin Smith, an- 

nouncer 
Producer: Arthur Paterson, Jr. 
Writer: John Burt 
15 Mins.; Thurs., 2:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WHL\ Hempstead, N. Y. 

This is a series of forums on 
atomic energy, covering mainly its 
peacetime potentials, and a sequel 
to a program aired by this Long 
Island indie two years ago. It’s 
presented in cooperation with the 
Brookhaven National Laboratory, 
at Upton, L. I. Participants were 
Dr. G. K. Green, of Brookhaven, 
and John D. Jameson, an execu- 
tive officer of the organization 
which operates the lab. 

First stanza dealt with atom 
smashers and atom furnaces. The 
complex subject matter was ex- 
plained in simple, easy-to-under- 
stand terms that should make it 
appealing to the layman. It re- 
capped the fundamentals of atomic 
physics—the nature of atoms, the 
way in which they are split, the 
operation and principles of smash- 
ers and furnaces, reactors and cy- 
| clotrons. All in all, this came 
| across as a worthwhile public serv- 
,ice feature. Bril. 


'PAL BLADE 
| Mutual, from N.Y. 


(Al Paul Lefton) 


| A Mutual airer for the past few 
'months, “The Rod And Gun Club 
|Of The Air” was picked up by 
| WOR, network’s N. Y. outlet last 
| Thursday (7). Program is limited 
|in appeal to sportsmen interested 
| predominantly in fishing and hunt- 
ing. Tips on where to participate 
in these sports and what conditions 
| are in these various places are 
| proffered on the broadcast, Ques- 
| tions, pertaining to hunting and 
fishing, sent in by listeners, are 
also answered and take up most of 
he broadcast’s running time. 
| A regular panel, comprised of 
,actor Guy Kibbee, VanCampen 
| Heilner and Larry Koller, are on 
| hand to answer the queries in 
| capable fashion. Show is moderat- 
1ed by“Milo Boulton. Features of 
| program include guest celebrities 
and the spinning of a tall yarn, 
sent in by a listener. This depart- 
ment is handled by Kibbee. Each 
| listener submitting a question read 

















| over the air receives either some 


‘Gros. 
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Radio Premieres 


(Sept. 
Following is a list of shows, 


13-23) 
either new or returning after a 


summer hiatus, scheduled to preem on the four major networks 


during the next 10 days: 


SEPT. 13 
Halls of Ivy.. NBC, 8 p.m. Schlitz Brewing, through Young & 
tubicam. 
SEPT. 16 
Cecil Brown. Mutual, 7:55 p.m. Chamberlin Sales, through 
BBD&O. 
Shoot the Moon. ABC, 8 p.m. Sustaining. 
What Makes You Tick? ABC,9 p.m. Sustaining. »: 
SEPT. 17 


Botany: Song Shop (Ginny Simms). 


via Silberstein-Goldsmith. 


Meet Me in St. Louis. NBC, 1 


ABC, 10:15 p.m. Botany, 


0:30 p. m. Sustaining. 


SEPT. 18 


Falstaff’s Fables.. ABC, 5:55 
Burnett. 


p.m. Mars Candy, through Leo 


SEPT. 19 


People Are Funny. NBC, 10:3 


Russell M. Seeds. 


0 pm. Raleigh cigarets, through 








Govt. Has No Intention of Taking 


Over B casting, Miller Tells Texans si:*'s.to"i:evesin 23 


San Antonio, Sept. 12. 


Justin Miller,. prez of the Na-| 


tional Association of Broadcasters, 
stated here last Thursday that he 
had “been assured by Federal 
agencies that the Government has 
no intention of taking over broad- 
casting.” 


Judge Miller was principal 
speaker at the 13th District of 
the NAB. About 120 Texas broad- 


casters were in attendance at the 
two-day meeting. 

Miller said there had _ been 
rumors that some television or 
radio stations will be shut down 
because “guided missles might 
come in on their beams.” 

He advised Texas broadcasters 
if they are at all worried about 
local planned protection during 
the international emergency; to 
contact their police department 
immediately. , 

The NAB head paid _ special 
tribute to Clyde Rembert, District 
NAB prez and manager of KRLD 
and KRLD-TV, Dallas. 


Alsa on the morning session, 
Carl Haverlin, BMI prexy, spoke 
and reviewed the service that BMI 
has rendered to the radio indus- 
try. It was pointed out that 44% 
of the top tunes on the air today 
are BMI. Ralph W. Hardy, NAB 
Director of Government Relations 
told of the arrangements made for 
all out effort in case of the need 
for radio stations in the national 
defense, 

Richard P. Doherty, NAB Direc- 
tor of Employer-Employee Rela- 
tions spoke during the afternoon 
session on “Operating in the 
Profit Interest.” 

The second day’s sessions were 
devoted to Broadcast Advertising 
Bureau. with Miss Lee Hart, as- 
Sistant director of BAB in charge. 

Allen M. Woodall spoke on “A 
New and Greater Sales Program 


(Continued on page 40) 


AM-TV SET SALE HURT 
BY GOVT. CREDIT CURBS 


Washington, Sept. 12. 





Curbs on installment credit im- | 


posed last week by the Federal 
Reserve Board will require down 
payments of at least 15% and full 
payoft within 18 months of radio 
and television sets. The restriction 
also applies to phonographs and 
combination sets. The down-pay- | 
ment requirement does not affect 
articles selling for less than $100, | 
but the 18-month limit includes 
Such items. 


The regulations take effect next 
Monday (18) and may be amended 
to further tighten credit if condi- 
tions require. The restrictions | 
were invoked immediately follow- 
ing the enactment last Friday (8) | 
of the economic controls bill which | 
confers on President Truman au- | 
thority to put ceilings on credit, | 
prices and wages and to institute | 
rationing, 

eTiise? 


+ 





Godfrey’s Navy Stint 
Washington, Sept. 12. 

It’s back to the Navy—for a 
spell—for Arthur Godfrey. 
The onetime sailor, who pilots 
his own airplane, is on active 
duty this week at three naval 
air stations. For the time be- 
ing, it’s Lt. Comdr, Godfrey 
of the Reserves. 

Godfrey is scheduled for a 
stint at the Navy flight train- 
ing center at Pensacola, then 
to Corpus Christi and Mém- 
phis, where the Navy main- , 
tains advanced flight training 
establishments. 


RWG’s Factional 











Factional split in the Radio 
Writers Guild apparently has been 





healed, although a small group of | 


| members is still dissident. It’s ex- 


pected that this group will back 2S had been reported. 


| some council candidates and op- 
| pose others in upcoming elections. 

Six-hour-long membership meet- 
ing in N. Y. last week, which gen- 
| erated plenty of heated discussion, 


overwhelmingly endorsed a reso- | 


| lution calling for creation of a 
| Writers War Board and, in the in- 
| terest of unity, a resolution to 
‘censure Welbourn Kelley was 
tabled. 

Rift originally developed when 
Kelley proposed a resolution call- 
ing for the establishment of a 
Writers War Board and the eastern 
region council tabled it. Kelley 
thereupon resigned as an alter- 
nate council member. Subsequent- 
ly the council adopted another 
resolution, passed by the midwest 
_and Coast councils. This differed 
|from Kelley’s resolution, which 
| the council had termed “unconsti- 


| tutional,” in that it asks for setting | of America” 
| $97,212,000 requested by the Ad- 
fe ne neering ma Papas the | ministration. “tT nan Geaeee | 


| 000,000 over the amount the House 


| up the Writers Board outside the 


Authors League. It is this resolu- 
tion which the membership meet- 
ing passed. 

The meeting also voted confi- 
dence in the goveruing body by 
a large majority. The resolution 
declared the members are “whole- 
heartedly behind the program of 
negotiations set for in, the strategy 
report and states its complete con- 
fidence in its negotiating commit- 
tee and council.” 

RWG session heard reports by 
Sheldon Stark, eastern region vee- 


| pee, on negotiations which will be 
launched short}: 


with the webs 
and agencies for contracts covering 
about 95% of all radio scripters. 


GOLDMARK NOW A V.P. 


Dr. Peter Goldmark, who devel- 
oped CBS’ color television system 
and Long Playing Records, is the 
network’s newest veepee. 

He has title of director of engi- 





neering and research development.' ship t 
28" se ‘ {9 


,ence with the House to adjust dit 
| ferences would be . -cessary. 





/000 for radio and $11,000,000 for 





| 
' 
| 


; 


INDUSTRY REVIEW 
AOARD PROPOSEE 


Alleged blacklisting of radio and 
television performers continued to 
stir up turmoil 





fact that there will be no quick or 


to combat the outside pressure 
groups by instituting an all-indus- 
try review board was faced with 
the contention that such a board 
would be guilty of political cen- 
sorship itself. Fact that public 


ters. 


uation, which was brought to the 
boiling point through the recent 
| ousting of Jean Muir from the cast 
of NBC-TV’s “Aldrich Family” two 
weeks ago, included: 

1. Scheduling of a meeting of the 
exec board of the American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists last night 
(Tues.) to consider a proposal of 


committee be established to 
ommend a_ solution 
such cases in the future. 

2. American Civil Liberties 
Union authorized an official inves- 
tigation of the entire question of 
blacklisting. Probe, which is to be- 
gin immediately, was voted at a 
special: meet of the ACLU exec 
board Monday (11). 

3. Illinois American Legion con- 
vention in Chicago protested the 
scheduled appearance of Gypsy 
Rose Lee on ABC’s “What Makes 
You Tick” radio show Saturday 


rec 


Lee was listed in Red. Channels, 
the pamphlet which purports to list 
Communist sympathizers in the 
radio-TV industry. Following Miss 
Lee’s categorical denial of all 
charges, ABC prez Robert E 
Kintner indicated the show would 
be aired as scheduled. (See P. 1). 

4. Ireene Wicker, star of ABC- 





e TV’s “Singing Lady” program last 
Rift Healed But season, declared Kellogg, the spon- 
: 9 “== sor, had dropped the show after 


| her name was found in Red Chan- 
nels. She flatly denied any pro- 
| Red leanings. 

5. Denial by GF that Miss Muir 
| would be reinstated on “Aldrich,” 
Top GF 
| spokesman, noting that the actress 
| had been paid off on her contract 
/and that a new pact has been 
| Signed with Nancy Carroll, who re- 
| placed her, declared that “we are 
'standing on our original state- 
| ment.” 

| 6. Casts of all Broadway legit 
| shows scheduled a meeting for to- 
'morrow midnight (Thurs.) to pro- 

(Continued on page 42) 


Vote $97,000,000 
Budget for ‘Voice’ 





Washington, Sept. 12. | 
Senate Appropriations Commit- 


tee today (Tues.) raised the “Voice 
budget to the full 


This was nearly $20.- | 


voted the “Voice.” 
Appropriations include $49,000.- | 


motion pictures. Of the radio coin, 
$41,000,000 is earmarked for new 
medium and shortwave stations to 
ring the Iron Curtain. Budget in- | 
cludes about $3,000,000 for dis- 
tributing 200,000 radio sets to: 
Soviet countries. Should commit- 
tee bill pass the Senate, a confer- 





Drake’s NAB Post 


night (16) on the charge that Miss | 
'a competitive basis with NBC, ABC | member 


29 





| 
| 


in the trade this | 
week and all signs pointed to the| 


easy solution to the preblem. Move | 


thinking is still clouded on all is- | 
sues involved is not helping mat- | 


Week’s developments in the sit- | 


in handling 
| 


'vamped schedule goes into effect, 


| 
| 


| 


| 


~ BLACKLIST STILE SNARLS AM-TY 


+ 
| 
| 
! 


ANA-Networks Showdown On 
Rates Looms at Chi Admen’s Meet 


# Assn. of National Advertisers’ 





, pitch to effect a reduction in: AM 


Bad Timing | time rates, which stalled in the 
Washington, Sept. 12. | face of determined resistence by 


'the broadcasters and the Korean 
crisis’ hypo to AM audiences, will 
come up for discussion and a pos- 
sible showdown at the ANA’s 
annual meeting in Chicago, Sept. 


Word has’ reached here 
from Los Angeles that some- 
body made a mistake in writ- 
ing out subpoenas for the dp- 
pearance of character. wit- 


nesses for G. A. Richards, | 24-27. 
owner of KMPC and other | ANA camp apparently is still 
50 kw stations, who is facing | divided, some arguing that the 


FCC charges of slanting the | recent campaign was a big public 


news. | relation blunder while others insist 
The subpoenas were for the | that the drive be renewed. 
testimony of several” rabbis. 


Monday (25) afternoon session 
will include a parley on radto and 
tele, with FCC Chairman Wayne 
| Coy speaking on the two media 
|from the standpoint of the Com- 
mission. This will be followed by 
a discussion of AM and TV audi- 
ences and programs measurement, 
and “the score- on radio and tele- 
vision.” Latter gabfest -will be 
headed by Willtam Brooks Smith; 
ad director of Thomas J. Lipton 


CBS Gets a New 
and chairman of the ANA group 


Sun. Aft. Format 
which issued the 20-page report, 


The era of late Sunday after-| “Radio Time Values,” that spear- 


noon radio programming, which | headed the drive for axing evening 
once represented the established | 


| AM rates, 
Sabbath programming format, is! 


They were called by Richards’ 
counsel to appear on Rosh 
Hashonah, the Jewish New 
Year holiday. 








TV will get special coverage 
— - | through the presentation of “Video 
gone, with CBS giving the heave | Town,” with Cunningham & Walsh 
to the 3 to 4:30 performances of | prexy Jack Cunningham detailing 


{the New York Philharmonic Sym- | his agency’s study of video’s impact 


phony, and the Longines-Witt- on reading time of magazines, 
nauer-sponsored Symphonette con- | 2¢WSpapers, etc., in a typical city. 
certs exiting the 4:30 to 5 period Relationship of the various media 
for a late Sunday night (10:30) air- | is also expected to be covered by 
ing. + sessions on the “advertising score,” 
Instead, CBS will slug it out on | With release of an ANA survey on 

: company policies and 


and Mutual, with either dramatic | P!42s for appropriations, media, 


or audience participation fare go- een i 
ing in from 3 p.m. on. CBS is now; Number of other key questions, 
convinced that longhair stanzas | Such as agency-advertiser relations, 
don’t sell. | he evopcmale plchute Gee metehan- 
Effective Oct. 1, when the re-| dising practices will be aired in 

ectiv r pe ter | the ANA’s 4Ist annual confab. 





the Thursday roe 2 ee A af- | . 
monte at Carnegie Hall, vy. will KFWB 48TH AFFILIATE 
get a transcribed playback in the 1 | 

FOR PACIFIC NETWORK 


to 2:30 early Sunday yond 
followed by the Longines Choral- 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
KFWB has inked an affiliate 


iers.. “Escape” gets the 3 o’clock 
time, with still another dramatic 
show getting the 3:30 period. An contract with the Pacifie Regional 
audience participation program is| Network giving web 48 outlets 
slated for 4, with the “Arthur God- | planketing California. In addition, 





frey Digest” at 4:30 and upcoming the network, flagshipped by 
Frank Sinatra show from 5 to 6. | ILGWU's KFMV has five other 
| FM outlets which act primarily as 
transmitters for AM _ affiliates, 

FLOCK OF STATION thus elimnating line charges. 


FMers are located here in Bakers- 


TRANSFERS OKAYED #4, Fresno, Merced, Sacramento 


and San Bruno. 


‘the FCC. 


| leans, 


, liamsport, 





Washington, Sept. 12. 
Melvin E. Drake, former man- 
ager of WDGY, Minneapolis, has 
been appointed director of station 


relations for the National Assn. of 
Broadcasters. 


He replaces B. Walter Huffing- | 
ton who died while on a member- 
our. 


S MFC > bearicevd i 


Washington, Sept. 12. 


Nine broadcast stations changed 
hands last week as the result of 


‘approvals for transfer of control 


given by the FCC. Largest trans- 
action involved station KRS€ in 
Seattle which was sold to J. Elroy 
McCaw for $112,500. 

License of KIBE in Palo Alto, 
Calif., was assigned to J. B. 


| Rhodes for a consideration of $45,- | 


000. Smallest deal involved trans- 
fer of 93° of the stock of WHOW, 
a daytimer in Clinton, Ill., for $3,- 
135. 

Three new daytime _ stations 
were also authorized last week by | 
Construction permits 
were. granted to Jules J. Paglin to 
use the 800ke spot in New Or- 
to Lycoming Broadcasting 
Co. to operate on 1050ke in Wil- 
Pa., and to Delaware 
County Broadcasting Corp. to 
transmit on 1270ke. All are one 


| kilowatters. 





Rembert Bullish on AM 


San Antonio, Sept. 12. 
Clyde W. Rembert, managing di- 


rector of KRLD, Dallas, district | io 
for a special category of religious 


director of the NAB predicted here 


| that 1950 will be one of the most 


profitable years in the history of 
the broadcasting industry. 
Rembert was interviewed as he 
arrived for the annual convention 
of the District 13 NAB. He pre- 
dicted further that more money 
will be spent this year on radio ad- 


vertising than ever before. 
Lede 33499362 vod: ey 


| profit 


Network has revamped its pro- 
gramming structure, moving into 
a pop vein from classical structure 
which KFMV has. erected in last 
iwo years. Cliff Gill is web’s gen- 
eral manager. KFWB, latest to 
join, is Warner ‘Bros. outlet re- 


icently purchased, subject to FCC 


okay, by longtime manager Harry 
Maizlish. ; 


FCC to Hear Baptists 
On ‘Steeples’ for FM 


Washington, Sept. 12. 

Whether low power (10 watts) 
“steeple” stations shall be permit- 
ted in the FM band, will be the 
subject of oral argument before the 
FCC Oct. 30. The proceeding was 
ordered last week on the joint 
petition of two Baptist organiza- 
tions to make tax-exempt non- 
organizations eligible for 
a separate category of low-power 
noncommercial broadcast stations 





,in the 92-108 mc band, analagous 


‘educational stations in 


to low power noncommercial FM 

the 88-92 

me band. - 
The Baptists originally petitioned 


stations. but later asked that the 
church outlets be included in a 
broader service. The “steeple” sta- 
tions, thev have told the Commis- 
sion, would be established in hun- 
dreds of communities and, through 
impetus to the sale of FM sets, 
would help commercial FM broad- 


| casting. 
~ | 
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Jerry 


Lester Now Working Without 


Pact in NBC-TV Tiff Over Salary 





Jerry Lester, whose co-starring ¢-— 


an the 11 to midnight “Broadway 
Open House” show on NBC has 
projected him into the TV bigtime, 
is currently working on the show 
without a contract following wran- 
gle with web video execs. It’s re- 
ported that Lester and Music Corp. 
of America, which agents. the 
comic, have had some talks with 
CBS with a view toward possibly 
switching network allegiance, but 
thus far nothing concrete has de- 
veloped. 

Differences between Lester and 
NBC were reportedly inspired by 
the comic’s demands for a new con- 
tract with upped salary, plus the 
fact that Lester figures he rates a 


Players Ask Cut 


That $800,000 which Gil- 


lette is shelling out for the 
World Series ran into un- 
expected complications over 


the weekend when a group of 
players from both leagues de- 
cided they should get a cut of 
the coin. Money derived from 
radio and TV until now has 
gone into the players’ fund, 
from which most of them will 
draw a pension some day. 
Players insist, though, that 
those entitled to a share of 
the Series’ gate receipts are 
also entitled to a share of the 
radio-TV_ coin. They have 
scheduled a meeting with 
Baseball Commissioner A. B. 
(Happy) Chandler to talk over 





crack at either of the two star-! 
rotating TV shows on Sunday or 
Wednesday, along with Kd Wynn, 
Jimmy Durante, Danny Thomas, | 
Fred Allen and Eddie Cantor. | 

Lester’s initial contract called for | 
$500 a performance, giving him | 
$1,500 on his three “Open House” 
shows weekly. NBC agreed to 
$3,000 a week on the new contract, 
thus doubling his pay. But Lester 
reportedly nixed it unless he was 
counted in on either the Sunday or 
Wednesday shows, which would | 
also give him an added whack at ' 
some major sponsorship coin. 








| 
| 


Borden's Hayeses — 


Bid—Sans Stork 


Borden’s Milk would like to 
sponsor Peter Lind Hayes and his 


partner-wife, Mary Healy, for 
three nights a week (Monday, | 
Wednesday, Friday), slotting on} 
CBS in the 11-11:15 segment, re- | 
portedly only on condition that 
they forget all about the show’s | 
present Stork Club format. Under- | 
stood, too, that NBC would like to 
grab off the husband-wife team | 
for a new show. 


Meanwhile, future of the three- | 
evenings-a-week (7:45-8) “Stork 
Club” show appears to be in a) 
state of flux, with conflicting re-| 
ports as to the web brass reaction | 
on its continuance beyond the| 
initial 13 weeks. Columbia had set | 


great store in the show, building | 
a costly studio at the renowned | 
N.Y. bistro. (Boniface Sherman | 
Billingsley is a regular on the pro- | 
gram). 

Program has been without a, 
producer for the past month. In- | 
itially Irving Mansfield held the 
production reins, but was forced 


to bow out when he got pneumonia. | 


Abe Burrows took over and he, 
too, got pneumonia. Nobody’s been 
named since. 


Roy Rogers in TV Debut 
On NBC’s ‘Americana’; 
Set Gabby Hayes as Star 


Cowboy star Roy Rogers is 
scheduled for his television debut 
as special guestar on NBC-TV’s 
“Americana,” when the program 
returns Oct. 1 under an entirely 
new. format. Packager Martin 
Stone, after a trip to the Coast last 
week, decided to change the pro- 
gram from its former quiz form to 
a straight dramatic show and 
Signed George (Gabby) Hayes, 
cowboy character actor who has 
appeared in many of Rogers’ films, 
as permanent star. Program is to 





be retitled the “Quaker Oats 
Show.” 
Under the new format, Hayes 


will be seen as an oldtimer telling 
stories of the west to a couple of 
moppets in a western setting. Cam- 
eras will then dissolve into drama- 
tizations of his stories. Hayes, who 
is also featured on Rogers’ radio 
series, plans to commute from Los 
Angeles to N. Y. during the first 
four weeks of the TV program and 
then move permanently to N. Y. 
Rogers, guesting on the preem 
Oct. 1 in the Sunday at 5 slot, will 
have his horse, Trigger, with him. 
Also scheduled to appear on the 
show is Dale Evans, his wife and 


the situation. 


Still a National 


Rating Gleam In 
Hooper s TV Eye 


C. E. Hooper is projecting him- 
self into the video rating picture 
on a broader scale, with a TV pro- 
gram popularity rating service coyv- 
ering network airers in 12 inter- 
connected Ohio and New York 
cities. Reports will be available 
four days after broadcasts, Hooper 
said. 


Announcing the new service, 
Hooper explained that he was re- 
stricting it to two states because 
of his agreement with A. C. Niel- 
sen, who bought his national serv- 
ices last February. This deal keeps 
Hooper out of the regional rating 
picture (covering more than two 
states) until March, 1951, and out 
of the national picture for an addi- 
tional, but undisclosed, length of 
time. 


However, Hooper said that when 
he is free next March, he will ex- 
pand the new 12-city TV report 
to a regional basis. This may in- 








dicate that Hooper will move back | 
into the national picture when the | 


time limit on that phase of his 
activities expires. 

Under the new plan, the 12-city 
ratings (based on 600 calls to TV 


|}homes in each half-hour period) 


will be offered in two services: 
(1) a monthly pocket piece; and 
(2) weekly special reports on shows 
in which clients are interested. 
The latter will cost $150 per half- 
hour weekly program. Former 
will cost $150 for the first pro- 


(Continued on page 38) 


RADIO SPOTS STALL 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Radio commitments have forced 
Jo Stafford to cancel her TV debut 
on Jack Haley’s Ford Show in New 
York. 
Offered $3,500 for the one-shot, 
chirp was forced to turn down the 


stints. 


Webs Fight On 
Channels Now 


Bucked to FCC 


Washington, Sept. 12. 

The FCC has been asked to “ex- 
pedite” action on the allocation of 
cable time between the four video 
networks. The situation, result- 
|ing from a breakdown of negoti- 
|ations between the webs 
American Tel. & Tel. over chan- 
| nel apportionment to each net, is 
|in a delicate stage. The Commis- 











| sion is interested, but is in no po-| 


| sition to intervene in advance of 
the actual allocations by the tele- 
phone company. It’s probable, un- 
less the problem can be worked 
out informally, that it will act only 


STAFFORD’S TV BOW 


bid for the Sept. 14 show because | 
she is bound to the coast by her | 
“Club 15” and “Contented Hour” | 


and | 








| Heflin Set for Series 


Actor Van Heflin arrived in 
'N. Y. from the Coast yesterday 
'(Tues.) for a five-week stay, dur- 
|ing which he’s slated to guest on 
three network television shows. 
| He’ll star on CBS-TV’s “Nash Air- 


Of Video Guest Shots. 





|flyte Theatre” Sept. 21, on Rob-| 


| ert Montgomery’s “Lucky Strike | ,. 
| time. 


| Theatre” via NBC-TV Oct. 9 and 
|the Ken Murray show (CBS) Oct. 
14. 

Heflin plans also to huddle with 
a-couple of playwrights and legit 
producers with an eye to doing a 
Broadway show this season. Re- 


cently severed from his Metro con- | 


tract, he has two pictures com- 
pleted as a freelancer and yet to 
be released. These are 
hawk” for Universal and 
Prowler” for United Artists. 





Group Girds To 


upon a formal complaint after 
A. T. & T. has issued its alloca- 
tions. 

The agency admitted it has| 


had correspondence from DuMont, 
which is lined up with ABC 
against NBC and CBS on the ques- 
tion of how the channels should be 
allocated. DuMont and ABC feel 
the 
tributed equally among the four 
nets. NBC and CBS are said to 
favor an allocation based on the 
number of commercial shows car- 
\ried by each web. 

FCC regulations provide that 
the channels should be allocated 
‘on “equitable basis” and this is 
where the rub comes in. What is 
“an equitable basis” for the allo- 
cation of limited cable facilities?, 


agency officials are asking. Some-| 


how that question will have to be 
decided. 

There’s a good chance some 
word on the matter may come 
from the Commission next week. 





_ Partridge’s New TV Post 


Cincinnati, Sept. 12. 
David E. Partridge moves up 
| Oct. 1 as general sales manager of 





/TV activities for the three Crosley | 


| Broadcasting Corp. stations. For 
| the past four years he has been 
| director of sales promotion. 

| Edward G. Feinthel, assistant 


| director of sales promotion since | 


| 1944, takes over Partridge’s pres- 
‘ent spot. 








' e .6.°¢© 
Television 
Following is a list of shows, 


works during the next 10 days: 
Don McNeill TV Club. ABC, 


Alan Young Show. 
Pratt; Kroger, through Ralph H. 

Holiday Hotel. 
Rubicam. 


N. Y. Football Giants Huddle. 


Magnavox Theatre. 


Cone & Belding. 
NBC Comics. 
Panhandle Pete & Jennifer. 
What’s My Name?. NBC, 8 

Stauffer, Colwell & Bayles. 


& Ganger. 
Red Grange Predicts. ABC, 
Derby). Florsheim, via Gordon 





(Continued on page 38),,, . 
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Ids i € IPeS I 


(Sept. 


Premieres 


13-23) 


either new or returning after a 


summer hiatus, scheduled to preem on the major television net- 


SEPT. 13 


9 p.m. Philco, through Hutchins. 


SEPT. 14 
CBS, 9 pm. Esso through Marschalk & 


Jones. 


ABC, 9:30 p.m. Packard, through Young & 


SEPT. 15 


ABC, 8:30 p.m. Sun Oil, through 


Hewitt, Ogilvy, Benson & Mather. 
CBS, 9 p.m. Magnavox, through Kenyon & 


Eckhardt. 
Penthouse Party. ABC ,10 p.m. Best Foods, through Earle 
Ludgin. 
SEPT. 18 
Look Your Best. CBS, 3:30 p.m. International Latex, via Foote, 


NBC, 5 p.m. Sustaining. 
NBC, 5:15 p.m. Sustaining: 


p.m. Speidel, through Sullivan, 


SEPT. 19 


Texaco Star Theatre. NBC, 8 p.m. Texaco, through Kudner. 
Mystery Series. CBS, 10 pm. Block Drug via Cecil & Presbrey. 
SEPT. 21 


Nash Airflyte Theatre. CBS, 10:30 p.m. Nash, via Geyer, Newell 


about 11 p.m. (following Roller 
Best. 


SEPT, 22 
Star of the Family (Morton Downey). 
vinator, via Geyer, Newell & Ganger. 
John Feeney Show, DuMont, 


CBS, 10 p.m. Nash-Kel- 
ll p.m, Schaefer Beer, through 


ce s] is elo ITy 


available time should be dis- | 


Battle Vs. FCC 


Stand on Color 


Washington, Sept. 12. 
An organization opposing the 
FCE 
formed here last week “to afford a 
medium for discussion, investiga- 


mon problems of the owners of 
television receivers...and to act 


} 
as liaison between its members and | 


the television industry and govern- 
mental agencies.” The’ group, 
called the Assn. of Televiewer 
will soon ask the Commission to re- 


n its hearings to hear its views | , 
pagel . waiene |order setting up the NPA, tele- 


| vision will be handled by the Gen- 


on color. 

The ATV says it fears that the 
FCC’s proposed decision to author- 
ize a noncompatible color system 
will relegate the present video au- 
,dience of 25,000,000 to “second 
class televiewing” and threatens 
the value of the $2,000,000,000 in- 
vestment of the 7,000,000 sets now 
in use. The color system (CBS) 
‘which the Commission favors, ATV 
|says, cannot be received on exist- 
ing sets, and the use of adaptors, 
which will be required to receive 
color programs in monochrome, is 
an “unsatisfactory makeshift” 
which will add to the set-owner’s 
expense. 

A spokesman for the organiza- 
\tion said the association has abso- 
‘lutely no industry connections and 
lis operating with a small amount 


'of money. He said no membership 
drive is planned. 

Among directors of ATV, which 
is incorporated in D. C. as a non- 
profit, educational organization, 
are John M. Carmody, former ad- 
ministrator of the Federal Works 
Agency; George L. Shields, Los 
Angeles producer; H. D. Cleveland, 
retired New York industrialist, and 
J. Hobart Hutchinson, AFL union 
official of Evanston, III. 

Formation of ATV was the first 
indication a fight may be in the 
offing against the Commission's 
color decision. Television manu- 
facturers, who are required to 
build in adaptors to make sets com- 
patible for CBS color, will meet 
in New York Thursday (14) to dis- 
cuss the problem. The manufac- 
turers have until Sept. 29 to advise 
the Commission whether they will 
install the devices. Otherwise, the 
agency will adopt final standards 
for CBS color immediately. 


Morris Agency Video 
Dept. Still Expanding 


The William Morris Agency is 
continuing to expand the tele dept. 
Ranks are being filled mainly with 
those with a background in thea- 
tres and cafes. Ben Griefer, who 
resigned last week as manager of 
the Adams’ theatre, Newark, has 
been added to the video staff and 
will service the Milton Berle show 
under Harry Kalcheim. Dave 
Shapiro has been shifted from the 
Morris theatre dept. to video. 

In addition, Jerry Stagg of the 
Coast edition of the Morris agency, 
has moved to the eastern branch 
to service the Pulitzer Prize Play- 
house, 
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No Ban on Tele Set Output Seen; 
Tubes, Not Steel, Claimed Problem 


Washington, Sept. 12. 


Although the machinery is be- 
ing established here to prepare for 
allocations of critical materials to 
insure military requirements, there 
are no plans afoot to restrict pro- 
duction of TV sets or transmitters 
for the post-freeze era. 


The possibility that TV output 
of video receivers might be af- 
fected, an official of the new Na- 
tional Production Authority told 
VARIETY, is quite remote at this 
Even if steel supplies should 


| be allocated, he said, it is doubt- 


ful that TV would suffer. Video's 


'requirements of steel, he declared 


are “piddling’” compared to con- 
struction, automobiles and other 
| big users 

Television manufacturers’ big 


“Toma- | 
“The | 





color television decision was | 


tion and coordination of the com-| Processing of applications, 





supply problem, it was explained, 


|is the radio receiving tube (as dis- 


tinguished from the picture tube), 
and this problem is due to the 
enormous increase in TV produc- 
tion. The average receiver re- 
quires 20 tubes, compared with six 
for the home radio set. This means 
that the 3,000,000 video receivers 
produced in the first half of this 
year required nearly three times 
as many tubes as were needed for 
the 4.000,000 home radios (in addi- 
tion to automobile sets and por- 
tables) which were turned out in 
the same period. 

While it is still too early to tell, 


| because “too many things can hap- 
|pen by then,” it does not appear 


that there will be any difficulty 
in obtaining television transmitters 
for new stations when the freeze 
is lifted. When the FCC resumes 
prob- 
ably by next spring, it is pointed 
out, station authorizations won’t 
be coming out so fast, since many 
of the pending applications will 
require competitive hearings. As 


s|a result, no rush demand is ex- 
| pected when the freeze ends. 


Under the Dept. ef Commerce 


eral Products Division, with Tom 
Delehanty as head. The division 
was transferred intact from the 


|Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 


Commerce. 


Quaker Oats Buys 
NBC ‘Zoo Parade 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 

NBC-TV adds another show to its 
Sunday afternoon commercial line- 
up with Quaker Oats picking up 
“Zoo Parade” Oct. 1 on the full 
interconnected net, pending some 
schedule shuffling. Quaker wants 
to move the zoo show. currently 
carried in the 3 to 3:30 (CDT) 
Sunday slot, into the 3:30 to 4 pe- 
riod so as to take advantage ofthe 
block discount which would accrue 
by slotting the zoo segment next to 
its ‘“‘Americana” show bowing Oct. 
1 in the 4 to 4:30 spot. This means 
Revere Copper & Brass Co. would 
have to consent to moving up a half 
hour its “Meet the Press” slated to 
go into the 3:30 to 4 slot. 

“Zoo Parade,” half-hour remote 
from Chi Lincoln Park zoo and fea- 
turing zoo director Marlin Perkins, 
has been carried on the net as a 
sustainer since May. A local ver- 
sion of the show beamed on WNBQ 
has been bankrolled by Jewel Food 
Stores since March at 6 p. m. Sun- 
days. 

With the network feeling that 
Jewel is entitled to exclusivity in 
the Chi market, the Quaker net 
show will bypass WNBQ until such 
time as Jewel either moves its pro- 
gram to a different day, or switches 
to a different program type. Lat- 
ter seems unlikely because of the 
heavy audience response reported 
by Jewel to the local show. 

Quaker will use “Parade” to plug 
Ken-L-Ration. Agency is Ruthrauff 
& Ryan. 








Billy Gilbert’s TVer 


Ted Eshbaugh and Billy Gilbert 
have produced a vidpic, “Bumps 
O’Dazy,” in which Gilbert is 
starred. Stanza is a musical com- 
edy fantasy and the initial show 
is in color in anticipation of the 
advent of tinted video. 

Stuart Reynolds is handling 
sales and Gilbert is now in Gotham 
to trade-show the first print, ve til 
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The Long Voyage Home 


Joseph Santley (& Ivy Sawyer), 


who went from legit musicals 


and bigtime vaudeville to directing pictures in Hollywood, is back 
on Broadway, his first trip east in 16 years, for the express pur- 
pose of directing the Ed Wynn and Jimmy Durante television shows 


for NBC this fall. 


Durante has nixed doing his TV stint from the 


new NBC video theatre, the Center, complaining it is too large, 
and will probably originate from the Hudson or International. 


Wynn has acquiesced to the Center. 


Eddie Cantor likewise nixed 


that Radio.City house in favor of the International. 
Santley, as a show biz veteran who has completed the Broad- 
way-to-Hollywood-to-Broadway cycle, was struck by the many phys- 


ical changes of the main drag. He 


gives accent to what he feels is 


the inception of a new back-to-Broadway trend, with many more 


slated to return east because of video. 


He also recalls what the 


silents did to kill off the legit “road,” and what talkers did to vaude- 
ville, in relation to what inroads TV may have on existing forms of 


theatre entertainment. 


If anything, video may prove a boon to 


legit, he feels, as against any plus values for other forms of show 


biz. 


His wife and ex-stage partner, Ivy Sawyer, is due in New York 
this week and heads to Europe for a six-week vacation. They have 
a daughter at UCLA and a 14-year-old son in school on the Coast. 


Jerry Horwin, newly appointed 


story editor for CBS, likewise 


notes the inclination of many top Hollywood writers to come east. 
Their agents almost give CBS carte blanche on their services, not 
even insisting on fares east or any promises of other expenses, pro- 


viding Horwin manifests any interest. 


He has segued quite a few 


promising candidates to Worthington Minor whose next move is to 
underscore what type writing talent he wants imported from the 


Coast. 


Horwin, as a vet screenwright and playwright and also a 


film studio executive, was engaged by CBS video veepee Charles 
M. Underhill to coordinate new writing talents for the network. 


FS MAJOR DAYTIME 


AUS BEAT PARKS 
FOR $1,000, 00 


The commercial daytime TV 
sweepstakes got probably its big- 
gest hypo to date with General 
Foods’ entry into big league after- 
noon programming. GF last week- 
end negotiated a deal, via Young 
& Rubicam, for a_ three-times-a- 
week sponsorship of the new Bert 
Parks variety show, packaged by 
Lou Cowan. It adds up to a time- 
and-talent expenditure in excess of 
$1,000,000 for the food company. 


No network has been designated 
as yet. In view of the General 
Foods auspices and the Parks name 
value to daytime TV, there’s con- 
siderable jockeying among the 
webs in a bid to grab the show. 


The General Foods entry lends 
considerable impetus to the day- 
time video picture. Procter & 
Gamble meanwhile is mulling a 
wholesale excursion into daytime 
TV programming, with likelihood 
of five full hour shows bowing in 











CBS Toast of Town’ Set to Tour; 


Pabst May Also Hit Road on Fights 


| 
| cross-the-board 








CBS television will take several + 
of its shows on the road this sea- | 
son. Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of the 
Town” is scheduled to originate | 
Nov. 19 from the Boston Opera | 
House in the first of several re- 
motes slated for the program, 
while Pabst plans to pick up at 
least 10 of its Wednesday night | 
fight cards this year from arenas | 
in Chicago, Detroit and St. Louis. | 

Several reasons lie behind the 
Sullivan road trips, chief among 
which is the desire of Lincoln-Mer- 


cury, which bankrolls the show, to} 


cement relationships with its deal- 
ers in cities outside N. Y. With 
available vaudeo talent expected to 
reach a new low this season be- 
cause of the number of new pro- 
grams taking the air, Sullivan him- 
self believes the tours will open 
up more acts to him among those 
playing on the road. CBS, for 
its part, hopes the publicity re- 
Sulting from the tours will help 
snare viewers away from the com- 
he “Colgate Comedy Hour” on 
YBC, 


Pabst’s plans to pick up fights | 
from arenas in addition to St. 
Nicholas, N. Y., from where it tele- 
vised its entire schedule last year, 
are dependent on the availability 
of the eastbound cable on Wednes- 
day nights. Brewery believes that | 
it will be able to offer viewers | 
much better cards if it can leave | 
N. Y. Quality of the boxers is 
mostly dependent on the size of 
the gate receipts and Pabst report- | 
edly has long considered St. Nick’s | 
too small an arena to provide} 
enough money to get the best box- | 
ers available. 


SPEIDEL TO SPONSOR 
PAUL WINCHELL SHOW. 


NBC this week moved a step 
nearer the point where it can give 
its time salesmen the rest of the 
Season off. Web signed Speidel to 
take over the Monday night 8 to 
8:30 slot as sponsor of “What's My 
Name,” starring Paul 
and Jerry Mahoney. 





| 
| 





Cantor Tops Sullivan 

Presaging the hot fdght for 
rating honors among the new 
season’s top TV _ contenders, 
NBC's new “Colgate Comedy 
Hour” on its preem stanza (10) 


Winchell ule of grid airers. 


topped Ed Sullivan’s “Toast 
of the Town” (CBS), which last 





year had consistently rated 
among video's top three. Based 
on a special survey taken for 
NBC by Audience Research Bu-_ | 
reau in N. Y., Washington, | 
Cleveland and Chicago, the | 
Colgate opus, which starred | 
Eddie Cantor, rang up a 32.1 | 
rating, as compared with 27.4 
for ‘‘Toast.” 

Same survey, claimed to 
have been based on 1,500 tele- 
phone_calls in the four cities, 
also gave Cantor show a 49.9% 
share of audience, as com- 
pared with a 42.6°° for Sulli- 
van. All other programs aired 
in the four cities in the Sun- 
day night 8 to 9 slot had an 
average rating of 4.8, with a 
7.5° share of audience. 


ABC in High Gear 
On Auto Chents; 











Pontiac s Grid B 

ABC-TV has picked up Pontiac | 
to sponsor a half-hour video stanza, | 
Tuesdays at 8 p.m., with a filmed 
condensation of an outstanding | 
collegiate football game of the pre- | 
vious Saturday. New backer makes 
the web’s fifth automotive account, | 
with Hudson to back the Billy Rose | 
show, Dodge to back the ANTA | 
program, Chrysler airing “T Men} 
in Action” and Packard picking | 
up the tab for “Holiday Hotel.” 

Net has lined up a hefty sched- | 


1951. Similarly, the Parks show, 
along with Kate Smith’s upcoming 
preem on NBC, 
contributes a bigtime after-dark 
aura to the afternoon schedules. 
Daytime Cramp 

Meanwhile, major television net- 
works fieading into fullscale day- 
time operations this fall are find- 
|ing that they’re still cramped for 
|space in N. Y., despite the num- 
| ber of legit and film houses they 
have taken over recently for con- 
version into studios. 

CBS, which hopes to launch its | 
|daytime schedule’ early ‘ next 
| month, has not been able to arrive 
at anything more than a tentative | 
program lineup because of the 
facilities shortage and NBC, which 
reportedly has first crack at the 





}new Bert Parks daytimer, hasn’t 
| been able to tie down the deal 


yet through indecision over where 
to house the program. 

Chief snarl in the facilities set- 
up confronting the webs is the 


necessity for rehearsal time by 
the big nighttime shows. Dry run 
rehearsals already have spread | 


into virtually every building in 
the metropolitan area that offers 
sufficient floorspace. 
preceding the airing of a show, 
the cast and crew must come into 
the studio for camera rehearsal. 
That eliminates that studio for any 
daytime programs on that day. 
(CBS, incidentally, was reported 
this week to have purchased the 


Lincoln Square theatre on upper | 
House, | 


Broadway in Manhattan. 
formerly a nabe filmery, is to get 
the full reconversion onceover for 
studio use.) 

Illustrating how tight the facili- 
ties problem still is, the upcom- 
ing Tex McCrary-Jinx Falkenburg 
show on WN3T, key outlet of the 
NBC web in N. Y., will have ex- 
actly an hour-and-a-half to move 
into the Hudson theatre, N. Y., 
from where it is to originate, have 
the sets struck from the show pre- 
ceding it at the theatre, set up 
its sets and get in some camera 
rehearsal. Titled “Close-Up,” the 
show tees off Wednesday (20) in 


(Continued on page 38) 





Benny to Do Four 
TV Shows, 8 Weeks 
Apart, for Luckies 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Jack Benny has finally been 








Wed.-Sun. Star Parlays Costing NBC 
5006 a Month Unless Clients Step In 


+ NBC stands to lose $500,000 a 





On the day | 


Bobby Clark, Too 


Bobby Clark was set this 
week as the fourth comedian 
to rotate with those previous- 
ly signed for NBC’s new Sun- 
day night comedy hour. Jack 
Carson, meanwhile, is being 
sought as the fourth comic for 
the Wednesday night comedy 
series. To top off its week’s 
work on the two new shows, 
the web optioned Frigidaire to 
pick up the tab on the show 
each fourth Sunday. With Col- 
gate set for the other three, 
that makes NBC sold out for 
the 8 to 9 slot. 

Clark will make his first ap- 
pearance on the program Oct. 
1, following Eddie Cantor, who 
inaugurated the series Sunday 


night (10), Dean Martin & 
Jerry Lewis, who go next 
week (17), and Fred Allen, 


who takes over Sept. 24. Un- 
like the others, who will rotate 
once every four weeks, 
though, Clark plans a show 
only once every eight weeks, 
meaning NBC must still find 1 
comic to alternate him. On 
the Wednesday night series, 
which is still sustaining, Ed 


Wynn tees off Oct. 4. Danny 
Thomas goes the following 
week (11), Jimmy Durante 


bows in Oct. 18 and Carson 
looming for Oct. 25. 


Pabst Grabs Fight 
~ For 1506; AM-TV 
Theatre Parlay 


Anticipated hike in the asking | 
| price of television rights to most 
sports events following sale of the | 
World Series for $800,000 was par- | 
tially blocked this week when 
Pabst tied down radio and TV 
rights to the upcoming Joe Louis- 
Ezzard Charles fight for $125,000. 
Trade opinion is that the beer out- 
fit is still paying more for the one- 
shot event than it’s worth but con: | 
cede that Pabst sccred a victory, 
in lowering the price from the. 
original $200,000 being asked by | 
the International Boxing Club, | 
promoters of the fight. Louis and | 
|Charles meet for the heavyweight | 
bra? Sept. 27 at Yankee Stadium, 


| Bout is to be carried by CBS on! 
‘both its radio and TV _ networks, | 


(Continued on page 40) 

















Cantor Can’t TV-Recreate ° 


Two Musicals for P&G' 


Eddie Cantor was all set to re- | 
create “Banjo Eyes” and “Whoo- | 
_pee” on Procter & Gamble’s “Musi- | 
,cal Comedy Theatre” when that | 
Bernard L. Schubert series tees off | 
Oct. 2, alternating fortnightly with | 
Robert Montgomery’s Lucky Strike | 
Shows on NBC-TV, but Colgate- 
| Palmolive-Peet said nix. Both 
'C-P-P and P&G sponsor competi- 
| tive soaps, and Cantor is one of 
“Colgate Comedy Theatre” stars. 
| Meantime P&G has Martha Raye 
|slated for the Ethel Merman rol: 
in “Anything Goes”; Jeanette Mac- 


/t Last week it persuaded to show himself to the Donald for “Merry Widow.” Where 
New bank- inked the seven-game home sked teje lookers around the country.| possible, the cast originals will be 


roller leaves NBC a total of three of the U. of Pennsylvania, which | yielding to the entreaties of CBS recruited. such as. Bert Wheeler, | 


half-hours a week to fill on its 
Class A time. 

_ “Name” is to be a video adapta- 
tion of thé quondam radio package 
of the same title, created by Ed 


Byron and developed by the Louis, backing the “N. Y. 
Format is to be dle,” a half-hour interview 


G. Cowan office. 


will be aired live on Saturdays. 


Sun Oil is bankrolling profes- | Tobacco, he’ll do four shows eight | 
| weeks apart starting Oct. 29. All other Cole Porter musical, “Let's 
kicking off with a Saturday will be live and originate in N. Y.,| Face It” follows shortly thereafter. | 
It's also| Benny giving himself the time;Oscar Straus’ “Chocolate Soldier”; hour daily sked, according to pro- 


sional grid games on Sunday after- 
| noons, 
/contest this week (16). 


a combination of variety and audi-| filmclip series, starting Friday (15) | 
ence participation. Speidel agency | at 8:30-9 p.m., via Hewitt, Ogilvy, | 


for the show is Sullivan, Stauffer,|Benson & 


Colwell & Bayles. Monday night 


time peri , his | Predicts,” a 15-minute show, after | dio stanza. 
Hp dante agen ge te erby | a variety design, an integration of | average around $3,000-$3,500. Cer- | 


year by Chevrolet, which decided 
to concentrate on 
Sports events on TV. 


Mather. 
shoes has bought 


‘the Thursday evening roller d 


jis Gordon Best. 


and his radio sponsor, American 


Giants Hud-| cushion by taping ahead in Holly-|is No. 2. 
and | wood so he can spend a full week ; “Gay Divorce,” “45 Minutes from | tion. will start at 10 a.m. Monday 


rehearsing each program. 
What the format will be is in 


bankrolling telecasts, starting Sept. 21. Agency | elements of his radio show with 
| nitery or vaude acts. 


when “Rio Rita” is done. 
“Goes” is the first show, and an- 


“Little Jessie James,” | 


Broadway,” “Mlle. Modiste,” Vic- | 
tor Herbert’s “Eileen,” Arthur | 


Florsheim | lap of Benny, his four writers, and | Schwartz's “Revenge With Music” | : carn Argent 
“Red Grange Hilliard Marks, producer of his ra-| are among other former legit musi-| shows aimed at housewives, Witul 
Rough draft calls for cals slated for TV. Fees to authors newscast at noon. 


'tain scores are video-restricted be- | 
| cause of film contracts. 


month starting in October, if it 
| fails to wrap up sponsors by that 
|time for its new Wednesday night 
|}comedy series and the fourth 
| stanza each morith on its new Sune 
|day night show. Each of the pro- 
| grams carries a talent and produc- 
‘tion nut of $60,000, plus an addi- 
'tional $40,000 outlay for time 
charges. If the necessary bank- 
rollers don’t step forward, NBC 
will be forced to carry the load 
alone. 

While Colgate is sponsoring the 
first three Sundays each month on 
NBC’s “Comedy Hour,” in which 
Eddie Cantor, Dean Martin & 
Jerry Lewis and Fred Allen rotate, 
the fourth week is still up for sale. 
| On that stanza, Bobby Clark and 
| another comedian yet to be chosen 
| will alternate, with Frigidaire op- 
| tioning the time. As for the Wed- 
| nesday night series, in which Ed 
Wynn, Danny Thomas, Jimmy Du- 
|}rante and Jack Carson will rotate 
every four stanzas, no bankroller 
has yet been pacted. 

Motorola has reportedly op- 
tioned one Wednesday night out 
|of each hour. Frigidaire, which 
had considered taking another 
Wednesday, has since dropped the 
idea for the Sunday night show. 
| Thus, three of the four Wed- 
nesday night spots are still wide 
| open, while the fourth has been 
spoken fer but not signed. 

NBC encountered the same dif- 
ficulty last year when it launched 
its two-and-a-half hour “Saturday 
Night Revue.” Because of the cost 
|of the package and trouble with 
the FCC in lining up affiliate sta- 
tion time, the web was forced to 
shoulder most of the cost itself for 
the first several weeks and had 
much of the show still sustaining 
when it started its summer hiatus, 
This, year, however, the program 
is comparatively sold out and, with 
the rush of new bankrollers into 
video this fall, NBC is confident 
it will wrap up its remaining time 
before too long. 


CONN. POLITICOS TAKE 
TO TV FOR CAMPAIGNS 


Hartford, Sept. 12. 
A large part of eiectioneering in 
this state during the months of 








September and October will be. 


done via television. Leading can- 
didates of both major parties have 
swamped WNHC-TV, Connecticut’s 
only teevee station, with requests 
for time. 

According to Vincent Callahan, 
sales manager for the station, com- 
mitments totaling more than $30,- 
000 have been made with Repub- 
lican and Democratic candidates 
for television prorams in the cam- 


aign. 

Mist of the time sold consists of 
five-minute and 15-minute spots. 
Speeches and guest interviews com- 
prise the programs. 





Cowan’s ‘Fearless Fosdick’ 


Set for NBC-TV Series 


NBC and Lou Cowan have nego- 
tiated a deal for a half-hour tele- 
vision package based on the Fear- 
less Fosdick character out of Al 
Capp’s “Lil Abner” comic strip. 
It will be a filmed series using 
puppeteers, and is being slanted 
chiefly for the moppet trade. 

NBC envisions a November pre- 
miere. 


WOR-TV’s Daytime 
Sked Preems Oct. 2 


WOR-TV, N. Y., launches day- 
time operations Oct. 2, with a 14- 





gram veepee Julius Seebach. Stas 


through Friday, with evening pro- 
grams on weekends. — 
Morning stanzas will be service 


Afternoon lines 
up will include drama and variety 
shows, with a kid block in the late 


Ree : | afternoon. * * a 
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| Havin: difficulty buying adjacencies to television’s highest 
rated shows? Then it’s time to investigate the lowest cost-per- 
thousand service in television, the station-identification-sharing 
commercial. Your message will profit by all of television’s 

| exclusive advantages, sight, sound and motion, plus an enviable 


position surrounded by NBC network evening programs. 





The cost for delivering some of the largest audiences 


in television is only one-half; that’s right, only 








one-half the station break rate. 


Station - identification -sharing announcements are 


available in choice evening time on each of the eight major 





television stations represented by NBC Spot Sales. : 


If you are looking for television’s largest audiences at 





the lowest costs on the rate card, advertise your product 
through station-identification-sharing announcements 


on the stations listed below: 


WNEBT ... New York 

WNBGQ.. . Chicago 

WPTZ ... Philadelphia 

KNBH .. . Hollywood 

WBZ-TV . . Boston 

_ WNBK... Cleveland 

| WNBW ... Washington 

| WRGB .. . Schenectady-Albany-Troy 














SPOT SALES 
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NEW YORK « CHICAGO « CLEVELAND > HOLLYWOOD: SAN FRANCISCO 
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FORD TELEVISION THEATRE 
(“The Traitor”) 

With Walter Hampden, Lee Tracy, 
Barbara Ames, Richard Kend- 
rick, Don Kennedy, Joseph Hol- 
land, James Coots, Rick Hollis- 
ter, Robert Pastene, Dudley Sad- 
ee 

Director: Franklin Schaffner 

Producer: Garth Montgomery 

Adaptation: Jack Kirkland 

60 Mins.; Fri. 9 p.m. (Alternate 
weeks) 

FORD MOTOR CO. 

CBS-TV, from New York 





(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 

“Ford Television Theatre,” one | 
of the superior dramatic entries in! 
video last season, and winner of a | 
"49-50 VariETY Showmanship 
Award, returned to its Friday 
night (8) CBS slot last week, with 
Magnavox this season sharing the 
9 to 10 alternate Friday time. 

With an unprecedented num- 
ber of TV dramatic stanzas preem- 
ing over the next few weeks, this 
top-budgeted Ford showcase 
served up evidence anew, in its 
initial presentation, of its deter- 
mination to maintain the same 
qualitative programming pace. Ken- 
yon & Eckhardt this season has 
practically a brand new_ produc- 
tion crew, with Frank Schaffner | 
(ex-CBS) now in the directorial | 
corner vacated by Mare Daniels 
(who this season is doing the 
Nash-sponsored dramatics). 

Friday’s premiere presentation 
of Herman Wouk’s “The Traitor,” 
adapted for TV by Jack Kirkland, | 
with Lee Tracy and Walter Hamp- 
den re-enacting their roles from | 
the Broadway legit attraction of a 
couple seasons back, suggested the 
same painstaking attention to 
video details as prevailed last) 
season. 

Choice of the ‘‘Traitor’” for the 
getaway show was a wise one be- 
cause of its timely subject and 
dramatic suspense. This is the 
story of the nuclear physicist 
whose idealism forced him into 
selling U. S. bomb secrets to the 
Russians. 

As presented on Broadway, the 
motive of Wouk’s play was cheap- | 
ened by some exaggerated carica- 
tures of Communist agents. Kirk- 
land’s adaptation for TV almost | 
succeeded in eradicating this weak- 
ness, for it was given a more seri- 
ous treatment. And a skillfully 
treated prolog and epilog depict- | 
ing a UN session, gave more dig- 
nity to the playwright’s intent. 

Whereas Kirkland’s adaptation 
tightened the first half of the show, 
making it superior to the legit per- 
formance, it unfortunately fell 
apart at the exciting denouement, 
where the need for telescoping the 
action required eliminating some 
of Tracy's best bits, and also did | 
not permit the “traitor” ade-| 
quately to explain his motivation. | 
In the stage play this provided 
some of the more tense moments. 

Nonetheless, it was very satis- 
fying and entertaining fare. Tracy 
and Hampden gave exceptionally 
fine performances and others in 
the cast were well chosen.  Pro- 
duction-wise, it was topnotch. 

Only a midway commercial was 
used and was cleverly executed, 
with Ed Sullivan, emcee of the 
Lincoln-Mercury-sponsored “Toast 
of the Town,” illustrating his visit 
to the Ford Dearborn plant for a 
series of Ford - Lincoln - Mercury 
road tests. It was superior plug- 
ging on a showmanship level. 





Rose. 
THE FITZGERALDS 
With Ed and Pegeen Fitzgerald; | 
others 


Director: Cort Steen 
30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 11:30 a.m. 
W4JIZ-TV, N. Y. 

WJZ-TV, key outlet of the ABC 
web in N. Y., launched 
seven days a week schedule Mon- 
day (11) by shifting The Fitzgeralds 
from their twice weekly nighttime 
siot into the 11:30 a.m.-to-noon 
cross-the-board period, (Station 
previously had been shuttered 
Mondays and Tuesdays.) Expanded 
programming indicates both the in- 


creased emphasis being put on day- | 


time TV and the need to open up 
more time to accommodate the 
sponsors clamoring to hop aboard 
the TV train. 

With Mrs. Fitzgerald (Pegeen) in 
a hospital for observation, Ed Fitz- 
gerald carried the initial stanza 
Monday on his own. While the 
show lacked the usual by-play be- 
tween the husband-and-wife team 
and some of the spontaneity which 
Pegeen usually imparts, her hus- 
band nonetheless turned in a good, 
workmanlike job on his guest in- 
terviews. Show's format, judging 
from the preem, is basically the 


Same as that in their earlier pro- | 


grams—chitchat about things and 
stuff and interviews with interest- 
ing personalities. 

Show was staged against a simu- 
lated living-room set, with Fitz- 
gerald for the most part seated at 
a desk. A little more action, which 
he could obtain by moving around 
the room once or twice, would 
help the pace, Stal. 


its new |! 


| growth 


PHILCO TV PLAYHOUSE 

(“High Tor’’) 

With Alfred Ryder, Felicia Monte- 
leagre, Edgar Stehli, Vinton 
Hayworth, Maurice Manson, 
Gloria Stroock, Warren Cullen, 
others 

Producer: Fred Coe 

Director: Delbert Mann 

Adapted from play by Maxwell 
Anderson 

Sets: Otis Riggs 

60 Mins.; Sun., 9 p.m. 

PHILCO 

NBC-TV, from N.Y. 

(Hutchins) 

“Phileco Playhouse,” launching 
its third season on NBC-TV Sunday 
night (10), failed to set much of 
a pace-setting stride for succeed- 
ing weeks. Possibly because of the 
necessary compressing into a 60- 


minute format, Maxwell Ander- 


son’s prize-winning legiter, “High | 
Tor.” lacked most of the bright 


sparkle and fantasy of its original 
stage presentation. Production was 


good, the cast leads turned in neat | 
itself 


performances but the show 
did not click. 


Rather than adapting “Tor” for! 


video, producer Fred Coe and his 
director, Delbert Mann, attempted 
merely to scissor the script. While 


the allegoric conflict between the | 


hero’s love of nature and_ the 
scheming of rapacious business 
men made itself felt, little of 


Anderson’s original poetic writing 
shone through. 
paltry amount of sympathy was 
engendered for the sensitive hero 
and his sad Dutchwoman, maroon- 
ed for two centuries on the heights 
of the mountain, 

Alfred Ryder registered strongly 
as Van Dorn, who refused to sell 
his mountain for commercial uses, 
and Felicia Monteleagre turned in 
a winningly wistful performance 
as Lise, the Dutchwoman who had 
originally accompanied Henry 
Hudson on his first trip up the 
Hudson. Vinton Hayworth and 
Maurice Manson were guilty 
over-burlesquing their roles as the 
businessmen. Edgar Stehli capi- 
talized on a couple of scene-steal- 
ing chances as DeWitt, the Dutch 
bosun’s mate, and Gloria Stroock 
was appealingly pretty as Van 
Dorn’s “mortal” gal-friend. 


Mann’s camera direction was 
| good. Coe limned the show with 
his usual standout production 


mountings, including some _ fine 
sets by Otis Riggs. Announcer Jay 
Jackson handled the standard 
Philco plugs in okay style, although 
a too-rapid camera cut at one time 
caught nim reading a script. 


Stal. 





LUCKY STRIKE THEATRE 

(‘The Awful Truth’) 

With Robert Montgomery, Jane 
Wyatt, Lee Bowman, Donald 
Curtis, Eda Heineman, Hilda 
Haynes, Maurice Burke, Maxine 
Stuart. 

Producer: Montgomery 

Director: Norman Felton 

Writer: Don Ettlinger 

60 Mins.; Mon., 9:30 p.m. 

AMERICAN , TOBACCO 

NBT-TYV, from New York 

(BBD&O) 


Robert Montgomery kicked off 
his second season of “Lucky Strike 


Theatre” with a topflight comedy | 
“The | 


of marriage and manners, 
Awful Truth,” The vehicle got 
over some. sophisticated humor 


through the quadrangular relation- | 
| ships of a divorcee, her cynical ex- 


husband, her’ oafish multimil- 
lionaire fiance and a companion 
with whom both past and prospec- 
tive husbands fear she has been 
indiscreet. Situations such as that 
of the wealthy oilman asking the 


ex-spouse to vouch for his tady’s| 
honor provided the opportunity for | 


some adult and witty lines. 


Lee Bowman did an excellent 
job as the divorced husband who 
finally is recaptured by nis crafty 
missus. As the latter, Jane Wyatt 
was bright and engaging, although 
she might have brought more 
and development to the 
character. Donald Curtis’ carica- 
turing of the Oklahoma millionaire 
was deft. Supporting players were 
well cast. 

Montgomery’s production was 
slick. There was a neat segue from 
Montgomery’s introduction into the 
play, via a slight commotion off- 


stage towards the end of his piece, | 


with the characters rushing past 
him in an argument. 
curtain chat with Miss Wyatt and 
Bowman was informative, and al- 
though generally relaxed it was a 


| trifle stiff in spots. 


| Commercials were well 
Lucky” slogan. Particularly gay 
was a circus item that had a clown, 
lion, trapeze artist, etc. sing and 


| dance to the catchy jingle. Bril, 


‘to find himself the sucker. 


j 
| 


| 


As a result, only a} 


of | 


| WGN-TV, 


After-the- | 


done, | 
, based on the new “Be Happy, Go 


HANK McCUNE SHOW 
With Franklin Pangborn, Arthur Q. 
Bryan, Larry Keating 
Producer: Dick Farrell 
Director: Charles Maxwell 
Writers: Mort Lachman, Cy Rose 
30 Mins.; Sat., 7 p.m. 
PETER PAUL 
NBC-TV, from New York 
(Maxon) 


“The Hank McCune Show” is a 
attempts to bracket the juve and 


day evening spot by stressing slap- 
stick comedy. McCune is starred 





fellow who tries to cut corners only 
Butt 
of much of his zany stunts is Larry 
Keating, who plays his sidekick. 
On the initialer Saturday (9), 
McCune was supposedly in Atlantic 
City to impress a sales convention 
of Peter Paul execs. This was the 
excuse for ringing in some zany 
adventures with brawny lifeguards, 
plushy Miss America belles and a 
convention of a mystic fraternal 
order. McCune got the whole 
works fouled up by cancelling the 
Peter Paul aggregation’s hotel 
reservations, and his attempt to 
straighten things out by piling de- 
ceit on deceit yielded some comic 
situations. It didn’t all make sense, 
but there were several good laughs. 


Typical of the approach was Frank- | 


lg. Pangborn’s role as the harried 
room clerk, which should \ 
pleased young viewers. And a suit- 
case, supposed to contain impor- 
tant convention files but which sud- 
denly developed an alcoholic leak, 


provided an adult-slanted bit of 
humor, 

Stanza has an innovation in a 
soundtrack that contains audience 
laughter. Although the show Is 
lensed on film without a_ studio 


audience, there are chuckles and 
yocks dubbed in. Whether this in- 
duces a jovial mood in home view- 
ers is still to be determined, but 
the practice may have unlimited 
possibilities’ if it’s spread to in- 
clude canned peals of hilarity, 
thunderous ovations and gasps otf 
sympathy. 

Productionwise the airer 
competently staged, although fuller 
use could have been made of the 
film medium’s flexibility. Commer- 
cials were generally good. One was 
done straight by an announcer but 
the middle pitch consisted of Mc- 
Cune’s expounding on the candy’s 
virtues to an animated cartoon 
character, “Tinker,” perched on 
his knee. That, of course, is strictly 
for the kids. Bril. 


HALL OF FUN 
With Randy Brown, Johnny Brown, 

Mary Kaye; Billy Romano, guest 
Director: Frank Palmer 
30 Min.; Wed., 5:30 p.m, 

ROYAL MASTER TOPS 

Chicago 
(Arnold Issak) 

This weekly half-hour kiddie 
show is pretty standard fare with 
only moderate appeal for the 
young dialers. Noisy affair is en- 
thusiastically emceed by Randy 
Brown, assisted by his brother 
Johnny Brown, in clown garb, and 
isinger Mary Kaye. 
| Show viewed (6) had the kids 
} 
| 
| 


from the studio audience taking 


part in quizzes and stunts which | 
interest. | 


came off for only mild 
Session took on meat with the ap- 
pearance of guest Billy Romano, 
whose balloon act registered well 
with the moppets. Less successful 
was Johnny Brown's yo-yo routine 
which was poorly caught by the 
camera. Miss Kaye was okay 
chirping a medley to her own ac- 
cordion accompaniment. 

| Randy Brown's emceeing seemed 
a little too unrestrained even for 
a kid stanza. His commercials for 
yo-yo manufacturing 
needed tightening. It was apparent 
‘show had little camera rehearsal. 
Dave. 





‘AT HOME SHOW 

With Earl Wrightson: Carol Bruce, 
guest; Norman Paris group. 

Producer-director: Franklin Heller 

15 Mins.; Mon., 11 p.m. 

C. H. MASLAND & SONS 

CBS-TV, from N. Y. 

Anderson, Davis & Platte) 

| Earl Wrightson brought his dul- 

; cet baritone back to CBS-TV Mon- 

day night (11) for a new series of 

| 15-minute musicales, titled the 

'“At Home Show.” New season 

preem indicated the program will 


duplicate as closely as possible last | 


year’s series, which should be okay 
with viewers. It’s a pleasantly re- 
laxing quarter-hour and good 
enough to be slotted more than its 


once-weekly schedule. Show should | 


help keep viewers turned to CBS 
following the web's “Studio One” 
airers. 

Wrightson was in fine voice on 
the initialey, featuring as always 
_the best-known ballads and show 
, tunes. Carol Bruce, as guest, 1eg- 
istered strongly on “Three Little 


i (Continued on page 36) 


fairly amusing vidpic series, which | 


adult audiences on an early Satur-| 


as a likable blunderer, a devilish | 


have | 


was 


sponsor | 


| STARS OVER HOLLYWOOD 
' (“Beauty Is a Joy”) 
With Mary Stuart, others 
Writers-Directors: Alex Gruenberg, 
Jack Hively 
30 Mins.; Wed., 10:30 p.m. 
ARMOUR 
NBC-TV, from New York 
(FC&B) 


This new vidpic series kicked off 
with a lightweight, maudlin script, 
“Beauty Is a Joy,” which had a 
soap-opera view of life. The at- 
tempt was to work up pathos, but 
the obviousness and triteness of 
| the situation made it an ineffectual 
tear-jerker. Plot concerned a 
young woman who was just about 
to be crowned the local beauty 
queen when her father strode into 
{the theatre to yank her off the 
‘stage and berate her for being 








vain, for thinking that outer beauty | 


is more than inner beauty. That, 


of course, provoked a family quar- | 


rel, with the pretty young thing 


ting involved in a mean crackup. 

That wreck gave her an ugly 
sear, blinded her beau and caused 
the father to suffer a stroke. After 
she ran away from home, with the 
father (in a wheelchair at first and 
later on crutches) and the boy- 
friend searching hither and thither 
for her, everybody realized his 
mistakes for the happy ending— 
despite their scars and wounds. It 
added up to an overdose of senti- 
mentality. 

Being on film, the drama was 
able to make use of changes of 


STAR TIME 

With Frances Langford, Benny 
Geedman & Sextet, Lew Parker, 
Kathryn Lee, Doug Rogers, Ben 
Blue, Phil Regan, Don Liberto, 
vocal chorus, Artega, 1ousical di- 
rector 

Producer-Directors: Robert Wright, 
George Forrest 

Writer: Harry Bailey 

60 Mins.; Tuesday, 10 p.m. 

FOOD STORE PROGRAMS CORP, 

DuMont, from N. Y. 

(Bruck) 


“Star Time” is DuMont’s most 
ambitious attempt at bigtime TV so 
far, and it’s a pity that the results 
could not have been better on the 
teeoff show. With such permanent 
stars as Frances Langford, Benny 
Goodman and Lew Parker, “Star 
Time,” with its revue format, 
needed better assembling on the 
initialer, and better production 
values, too. There seemed so much 


L. rett ng | on the layout that the camera could 
| driving off angrily in her car, with 
her sweetheart beside her, and get- | 


not catch. 
The opener, in addition to the 


| headliners, included such guests as 


' 
| 


camera angle, montages and edit-| 


ing effects which live tele shows 
can’t always do. But these had the 
effect of oy up the basic un- 
reality of the vehicle, 

neyed quality of lines like “We've 


the hack- | 


got to find her, Walt, we’ve got to!” | 
Commercials, for a variety of Ar-| 
mour products, were also on film | 





and competently done. Bril, 
SURE AS FATE 
(“Nightfall’’) 
With John McQuade, Augusta 
Dabney, Frank Campanella, E. 


G. Marshall, Eugene Ruymen, 
Joey Walsh, Mario Gallo, Ber- 
nard Pollock, Elaine Ellis; Mel- 
ville Ruick, narrator 

Producer; Jerry Danzig 

Director: Yul Brynner 

Adapted by Max Ehrlich from 
novel by David Goodis 

60 Mins.; Tues., 8 p.m, 


Sustaining 
CBS-TV, from N. Y. 

Milton Berle will have some 
competition to face in that Tues- 


|day night 8 to 9 slot, if CBS-TV's 
“Sure As Fate” can sustain the ex- 
cellent pace it set on its new sea- 
;}son preem Tuesday night (5). 
| Hour-long drama, even though a 
sustainer, was imbued with some 


comedian Ben Blue and singer Phil 
Regan, plus Kathryn Lee as the 
regular featured dancer. It should 
not have missed as it did with that 
parlay. An added obstacle was the 
film commercial by Food Store 
Programs Corp., the sponsor. The 
film reelage intruded several times 
without much thought as to the 
manner in which they were in- 
serted. 

With an exception or two, the 
performances were all that they 
could have been, though the same 
could not always be said for the 
material. Benny Goodman had a 
brief spot with his sextet, and an- 
other one with Frances Langford, 
but the show could have used more 
of his clarineting virtuosity. And 
more of a spot could have been 
Biven to Goodman's _ sidemen, 
namely Teddy Wilson (‘unbilled), a 


| fine jazz pianist for many years. 


'The dancing of Miss 


Lee could 
have been employed to greater ad- 
vantage rather than the brief spot- 
ting that she did get. Lew Parker 
had a nifty sketch, the “School for 
Waiters” routine from ‘Inside 
USA,” and made capital use of it. 


|; Otherwise, Parker wove his way 


through the proceedings to pace 


| the show as agreeably as he could, 
}and generally he was one of the 


| brighter spots on 


the show. He 
has a neat way of reading a line 


|and a nifty manner of introing a 
|fellow performer. 


Ben Blue did the old barbershop 


| bit, but exaggerated it and failed 


iof the slickest production, acting | 
and dialog yet seen on video and | 


is certain to attract from the out- 
set those viewers who would 


rather watch a play than Berle’s | 


particular type of vaudeo on NBC. 


“Fate” will hold down the Tues- | 


day night period on a weekly basis | 


through Oct. 3. Another dramatic 


dential, tees off 
Tuesday and will alternate there- 
| after with ‘Fate.’ Thus, those two 
hours out of each month 
“Fate’’ represent one 
sustaining periods left on 
video and the web should have 
little trouble selling them if the 
Prudential series succeeds in cor- 
raling any of Berle’s ratings. 
Preem “Fate” program was a 
tough gangster story in the 
Dashiell Hammett - Raymond 
Chandler idiom. Titled 
fall,” it was handsomeiy adapted 
|by Max Ehrlich from a novel by 


for | 
ot the few) 
CBS | 


to get the nuances out of it that 
Bobby Clark got, for instance, in 
“As the Girls Go,” the Broadway 
musical of a year ago. Miss Lang- 
ford got important spotting, doing 
a couple of numbers to good effect, 
being among the few to get proper 
production backgrounding. 

Phil Regan, attired in tux, was 
another click with his casual way 
of tenoring, and he served to intro 
Acting Mayor Impellitteri. (Impel- 
litteri has been making a decided 
pitch for the show biz vote, the way 
he is making the rounds of the 
amusement business’ functions.) 

Of the show’s regulars, Doug 
Rogers revealed an edgy, tired 
quality to his baritoning in a GI 


if -li ‘ y 
series, to be bankrolled by Pru- | rae yg Mocca g Ae Mead + 


the following | 


chorus, while Don Liberto, who 
choreographed the show, showed 
some neat vocal and dancing abil- 
ity in a spot or two, especially in 
a terp duet with Kathryn Lee early 
in the layout. 


The film commercials, in addition 
to being so sharply intrusive, were 
pretty foggy. Kahn. 





PADDY THE PELICAN 


' With Mary Frances Desmond, Ray 


*Night- | 


Suber, Sam Singer, Helen York 
Producer: Sam Singer 


| Director: Anthony Rizzo 


, David Goodis and told of a young | 


| artist falsely identified as part of 
|;a bank-robbery gang 
|posedly had double-crossed 
'gang and absconded_ with 
loot. He had lost the money, 
though, so couldn’t clear himself 
either with the thugs or the police 
,}and thus was on the lam from 
| both, Story was replete with all 
the trimmings, including gunplay, 
brawling, pretty gals, sympathetic 
detective, ete. 
_ John McQuade did a standout 
job as the artist, successfully cap- 
turing the character's dilemma. 
Augusta Dabney was pretty and 
proficient as the gal who be- 
friended him and E. G. Marshall 
turned in a smooth portrayal of 
the detective. Eugene Ruymen, in 
a “Greek chorus” role as a fat man 
observer of the entire story, regis- 
tered solidly and Frank Campa- 
nella scored as the gang boss. Yul 
Brynner’s dir:ction of both the 
jcameras and cast was excellent 
‘and the overall merit of Jerry 
| Danzig’s production was evident in 
‘the fine sets by Henry May, the 
| deft use of low-key lighting to 
‘punch up the mood, etc. Entire 
production had only one or two 
| minor technical miscues. Stal 


who sup-| 
the | 
the | 





| 


Writer:' George Anderson 

15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 4:15 p.m. 
(CDT) 

Sustaining 

ABC-TV, from Chicago 


After a local shakedown run on 
WENR-TV, “Paddy The Pelican” 
bowed on ABC-TV (11). Show, a 
combination of puppet and cartoon 
layout, has most of the attributes 
to catch on well with young view- 
ers. Strip features antics of amus- 
ing pelican puppet whose adven- 
tures are unfolded by a series of 
drawings. Puppet is assisted by a 
live friend, Pam, played by Mary 
Frances Desmond, who's telegenic 
and fits nicely into the format. 

Cartoon story on this stanza had 
Paddy saving future of Pelicanland 
by capturing swan who had ab- 
sconded with country’s food stp- 
ply. Tale seemed to get slightly 
involved in telling but generally 
went off well, thanks to clever 
drawings by Sam Singer and good 
voice work by Ray Suber, who 
handled character’s dialog. Also 
neat was Helen York's manipula- 
tion of pinhead. Bright added 
attraction was birthday merry-go- 
round. 

Production was handled smooth- 
ly, with good lighting and peeing 

ave. 


‘| 
/ 
“ 
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ASURY MEN IN ACTION 

Fe of Lupo the Wolf”) 

With Walter Greaza, Joe De Santis, 
Luis Van Rooten, John Marley, 
John McQuade, Joe Costa, Bern 
Hoffman, Louis Charles, Don 
Mayo, Alan Shay; Carl Frank, 
announcer. 

producer: Everett Rosenthal 

Director: David Pressman 

Writer: Allan Sloane 

30. Mins., Mon., 8 p.m. 

CHRYSLER 

ABC, from N. Y. 

(McCann-Erickson) 
Chrysler’s new “Treasury Men in 

Action” series got off to a gocd | 

start Monday night (11) with a, 

drama about counterfeiters and | 

gangsters. Program started slowly | 
put built well, holding interest | 
throughout. Series seems a good | 
addition to the roster of suspense | 
dramas and melos on the air. | 

Programs are dramatizations of | 
true cases in U. S. Treasury files, 
which heightens’ the interest. | 

Opener Monday (11), titled “The | 

Case of Lupo the Wolf,” concerned 

a band of Sicilian cutthroats, mem- 

pers of the dreaded Mafia, who 

introduced their methods of tribute 
and terror to the Little Italys of 

N. Y., Chicago, Boston and else- 

where. When they started in on 

counterfeiting bills, Uncle Sam, | 
via the Treasury, moved in. 

Skillful combination of filmed | 
and live shots delineated the story 
of a T-man who wormed his way | 
into the Mafia group, to help break | 
it up. Danger the T-man ran, if he | 








should be discovered, hypoed in- | 
terest, and attempts of the Mafia | 
to put him out of the way when | 
they felt they had no more use for 
him, also made for tense moments. 


Some of the filming was just 


so-so, but performances were uni- | 


formly good. Direction and pro-| 


duction was smooth, and_ the} 
scripting was okay, except a little | 
wordy, necessarily, as the back- 
ground was laid for the yarn. 


Chrysler commercials were a little 
disconcerting, breaking in on tense 
moments, and may have made for 
a little audience resentment. A 
little more judicious spotting—and 
less length—would have helped. 
Bron. 


TWENTY QUESTIONS 

With Bill Slater, Fred Vandevent- 
er, Florence Rinard, Herb Po- 
lesie, Johnny McPhee; Dane 

Clark, guest 
Director: Roger Bower 
Producer: Gary Stevens 
30 Mins.; Fri., 8 p.m. 

RONSON 
WOR-TY, N. Y. 
(Grey) 

One of WOR-TV’s top entries, 
“Twenty Questions,’ returned to 
the air Friday (8) following a sum- 
mer hiatus. Program, though not 
essentially a video attraction, is 
adult, intelligent and has an ele- 
ment of suspense. Show’s format, 
however, is such that program 
doesn’t have to be looked at to be 
enjoyed. This is evidenced by the 
popularity gained by Mutual’s AM 
version of “Twenty Questions,” 
which has been aired by the net- 


work since February, 1946. Radio, 


edition is currently being broad- 
cast Saturday nights in the 8-8:30 
p.m. slot. 


Based on the old parlor game 
“Animal, Vegetable or Mineral?” 
program allows a regular panel 
and a guest participant up to 29 
questions to determine the person, 
object, item, etc., suggested by va- 
rious dialers. Home audience is 
notified in advance what the an- 
swers are via an aside announce- 
ment, accompanied by a picture and 
title. Televersion, in allowing the 
audience to see the participants as 
they struggle with the various 
problems put before them, gener- 
ates a little more excitement than 
its audio counterpart. 

On preem show the panel missed 
four out of the six opportunities 
presented it. One of the sticklers, 
a left-handed monkey wrench, was 
guessed on the 21st question. An- 
other toughie, which nobody could 
get near, was hoarders. Producer 
Herb Polesie, one of the regulars, 
saved the day by coming through 
with the only two correct answers, 
Al Smith and Ford Frick. On the 
latter he was given a big assist by 
guestar Dane Clark, who deter- 
mined that the person in question 
was an executive in the field of 
baseball. 


Other regular panelists are Fred 
Vandeventer, commentator; Flor- 
ence Rinard, teacher, and Johnny 
McPhee, student. Bill Slater em- 
cees the proceedings good-natured- 
ly. Plugs for Ronson are. easy on 
the eyes with a nice display of 
lighters and accessories shown. 
Each sender of a question received 
a Ronson lighter with added gifts 


TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES 
With Ralph Edwards, others; 

Buddy Cole, music 
Producer-writer: Edwards 
Film produced by Trio Pictures 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 10 p.m. 

PHILIP MORRIS 
CBS-TV, from N. Y. 
(Biow) 

Ralph Edwards’ “Truth or Con- 
sequences” finally landed on video 
screens Thursday night (7), but 
whether that’s good for video re- 
mains to be determined. Unwilling 
to have the program simulcast (the 
radio version preemed on CBS- 
AM Tuesday night (5), Edwards 
turned to straight filming for TV, 
and therein lies the trouble. Preem 
film was choppily-edited, hastily- 


on all counts less acceptable than 
a kinescope. Edwards would prob- 
ably be better off, in fact, if he 
aired the TV show live on the 
Coast and had it kinnied for the 
eastern CBS network. 


As far as the show itself was 
concerned, the initialer indicated 
it’s to be a visualized version of the 
radio show. Edwards’ zany audi- 
ence participation stunts, which 
are handled in at least as good 
taste as any other program of its 
type on the air, have always leaned 
toward the visual anyhow. In addi- 
tion, the emcee reportedly has 
stashed away some 5,000 gags dur- 
ing the last few years that he 
considered too visual for his'radio 
program. Thus, there should be 
little trouble in playing to the 
eye-appeal of his TV viewers. 

Because of the poor film pro- 
duction work on the preem, though, 
it didn’t work out. Studio audi- 


|ence, which has always seemed to 


get the biggest kicks out of _Ed- 
wards’ antics, were laughing just 


| as heartily for TV as they ever did 


for radio. The laughter, however, 
was chopped in 
soundtrack unmercifully, which 
must have been particularly dis- 
tracting to home viewers. Then, 
when ‘the cameras had to move to 
a remote location to catch the 
windup to one stunt, the set (ac- 
tually a Hollywood theatre) 
was too badly lighted. to make it 
mean much on the video screen. 


More professional filming job, 
which would probably call for a 


series pay off on video but it’s go- 
ing to require considerable 
provement over the first one. 
Philip Morris commercials were 
standard, including the speeiaily- 
filmed job of Bud Collyer trying 
that PM “nose test” on an appar- 
ent stranger on N. Y.’s Fifth 
avenue. Stal. 





FIRESIDE THEATRE 

(Stopover) 

With Warren Douglass, John Call, 
Gertrude Michael, Pat Wright, 
Cora Witherspoon, others 

Producer-director: Frank Wisbar 

Adapted by David Boehm from 
story by Harold Applebaum 

30 Mins.; Tues., 9 p.m. 

PROCTER & GAMBLE 

NBC-TV, from N. Y. 

(Compton) 

Procter & Gamble’s “Fireside 
Theatre” series of films specially 
produced for television is back in 
its Tuesday night slot on NBC in 
the same format it followed at the 
end of last season’s schedule. Each 
tfilm is a complete half-hour pro- 
duction, broken at the midway 
point for a commercial pitch. Pro- 
duced for P&G by Bing Crosby 
Enterprises on the Coast, the films 
spotlight some familiar Hollywood 
character actors now and then. 
Judging from the one caught (5), 
they'll be no better nor worse than 
their average of last year, which 
means they should garner accept- 
able ratings. 


Film reviewed, adapted by 
David Boehm from a story by 
Harold Applebaum and _ titled 
“Stopover,” was a pleasant-enough 
comedy about an ex-GI making a 
special trip to a small Ohio town 
to keep a promise he’d made to 
himself to punch his Army 
sergeant in the schnoz after the 
war. Climax was telegraphed, 
though, almost as soon as_ he 
stopped off in the town to find 
the sergeant a meek character 
dominated by his boss, his wife 
and mother-in-law. Naturally, the 
former soldier, now a_ successful 
ad agency man, relented and 
helped the sarge get back on his 
feet. 

Cast was acceptable, with War- 
ren Douglass and John Call faring 
best as the ex-GI and the sergeant. 
Gertrude Michael was _domineer- 
‘ing as the wife and Pat Wright 
made for a pretty love-interest. 
Cora Witherspoon, probably the 
best-known of the thesps, looked 
good in a small role as the mother- 
in-law. Film productionwise was 
okay but lacked the sparkle of 
many live TV dramatic shows. 
Producer-director Frank Wisbar 
might be reminded, incidentally, 
that his cast doesn’t have to face 





to those stumping the panel. 
Gros. 


a | 


the cameras all the time to estab- 
lish intimacy. Stal. 


433 33.29 s2151 


and out of the| 


heftier budget, might make the | 


im- | 


YOUR SHOW OF SHOWS 

With Sid Caesar, Imogene Coca, 
Robert Merrill, Marguerite 
Piazza, Bill Hayes, Judy John- 
son, Nell Fisher, Jerry Ross, 
Hamilton Trio, Billy Williams 
Quartet, Charles Sanford orch; 
Robert Cummings, emcee 

Director-producer; Max Liebman 

90 Mins., Sat., 9 p.m. 

SNOW CROP FOODS, CROSLEY, 
MINNESOTA MINING, BEN- 
RUS, S.0.S. CLEANSER 

NBC-TV from New York 

(Maxon, Benton & Bowles, BBD&O, 

McCann-Erickson, J. D. Tarcher) 





Imogene Coca and Jack Carter 


video lanes for its second season 
|last Saturday (9). In a _ history- 
| repeating-itself situation that pre- 
| year, 
spread under the expert produc- 
tion aegis of Max Liebman again 
had all the bangup elements of 
Grade A telefare. But with a dif- 


| ference. 
| For this season NBC has hit the 
|commercial jackpot, translating 


|\“Saturday Night Revue” into a 


NBC’s_ widely-acclaimed 
and-a-half hour “Saturday Night 
Revue,” with its Sid Caesar-| 





Cantor Sock in Debut on Colgate 
Airer: Vet Showman a TV Natural 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


Another major comic took the | 


evidence of the _ survival-of-the- 
fittest battle already taking hold 
in TV, with a succession of big- 


|TV plunge Sunday (10), when Ed- jeague entries fighting it out for 


| hour-long 


| 


two-| of the most ambitious and costly 


| 


| weekly ‘talent-production nut ex- 
cut and poorly-lighted, making it | Show components, returned to the | ceeding $50,000), it marked another 


} 


| advance 


: situ. | moving into the show biz forefront 
|vailed on the initial preem last | 


the Caesar-Coca 90-minute | 


|source of several million dollars | 


| annually in revenue. 
| Jack Carter Show sign-on at 8 to 
the 10:30 curtain on Liebman’s 


From the | 


“Your Show of Shows,” no less | 


|than 16—count ’em—products are 
|slugged at the onlooker in perhaps 
the greatest trip-hammered TV as- 
;}sault in the big-league program- 
| ming sweepstakes. Live, film, ani- 
|mated cartoons representing not 
|only the complement of nine spon- 
|sors picking up the “Revue” tab, 


star-rotating 
Comedy Theatre” on NBC. As one 
(with a 


video entries to date 


in the competitive pro- 
gramming picture which finds TV 





at an accelerated pace. 


But above all, it established 
Cantor, a veteran of 40 years as a| 
luminary in all phases of the en- 
tertainment industry, as a TV na- 
tural. And, like Bob Hope before 
him, he effected the transition into 
the “glamor” medium with a} 
finesse and sureness that automati- | 
cally sparked the medium and/| 
paved the way for a whole new} 
career for the comic. 


“Colgate Comedy Theatre’”’ is the | 
NBC-inspired series which will ro- | 
tate Cantor, Martin & Lewis, 
Fred Allen and Bobby Clark on an | 


| alternate-week basis in the 8 to 9 | 


'of the 


but an assortment of station break | 


cowcatchers and hitchhikes com- 
bine to make it a field day for the 
NBC video sales boys. 

They come in all sizes and shapes 








| JACK CARTER SHOW 
With Don Ameche, Kitty Kallen, 
Donald Richards, 





| announcer 

| Producer: Danny Dare 

| Director: Paul Munroe 

| Writers: Snag  Werris, 


| 60 Mins.; Sat., 8 p.m. 
CAMPBELL SOUP, WHITMAN’S 
CHOCOLATES, 
WAX, WILDROOT 
NBC-TV, from New York 


& Brorby, BBD&O) 








ucts, Snow Crop (orange juice, 
coffee, peas, etc.), and Crosley, 
each represented by half-hour 


sponsorship segments, and six one- 
minute participating sponsors, to 
the five to 20-second station break 
variety of plugs. To the average 
viewer unfamiliar with the bank- 
rolling ramifications of TV shows, 
the suggestion is that all 16 clients 
have a stake in the “Saturday 
Night Revue.” And to all intents 
they have. 


Such a bombardment of com- 
mercials would tend to dull the 
senses. For even the most bangup 
presentation, and that goes for 
Caesar at his best, would be bound 
to suffer under the circumstances. 
That it slows up the entertainment 
quotient was all too apparent 
Saturday. (Ironically enough, 
Crosley Television gets in the final 
commercial innings in the closing 
half-hour segment; hardly’ the 
propitious moment to sell video 
receivers to a plug-saturated audi- 
ence.) 


Despite the commercial holo- 
caust, the Liebman 90-minute 
“Show of Shows” was a show- 
manly blending of top TV values 
in the musicomedy-revue idiom. 
Unfortunately, the same cannot be 
said for the preceding Jack Carter 
hour, which lacked the necessary 
spark and seldom rose above 
mediocrity. (Show has- been 
moved out of Chi for a N. Y. origi- 
nation.) Carter himself was not 
up to par, being handicapped by 
poor material, and such talents as 
Don Ameche and Kitty Kallen 
were for the most part wasted. A 
Carter-Ameche skit on the origi- 
nation of the Smith Bros. cough 
drops, playing on the- inevitable 
Ameche “inventions,” and_ the 
Carter-Kallen duo simulating ‘in 
reverse) the voices of Ray Middle- 
ton and Ethel Merman doing 
“Anything You Can Do,” never re- 
alized its full comedy potential, 
although both scenes were _in- 
tended as the show’s eomedy high- 
lights. 

Again, the Arabian slave market 
scene, which took up half the clos- 
ing segment, was practically a 
wasted effort. Donald Richards’ 
vocalizing, the terping of Peggy 
Ryan and Ray McDonald and the 
Asia Boys’ Chinese acro bit were 
eye and ear-appealing as supple- 
mentary attractions, but added 
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p.m. Sunday segment, which pits | 
it opposite Ed Sullivan’s ‘Toast | 
Town” vaudeo layout on | 


CBS. As _ such, it’s one more! 





nothing in the show’s overall ap- | 
praisal. Perhaps the major fault | 
lies, in the fact that no semblance | 


of freshness or attempt at any- 
\thing new was ever apparent. | 


| 
| 
! 


Peggy Ryan,' and Miss Coca hit an even more 
Ray McDonald, Asia Boys, Harry | expert comedic stride than last 
Sosnick orch, others; Ed Peck,’ season, and it’s a cinch that both 


| 


Marvin | pj i i . 
Y piece in the cliche department; 
Marx, Larry Klein, Jack Burnett. their satiric barbs at husband and 


_ | video 
(Ward Wheelock, Needham, Louis | date. 


Robert Merrill, the Met Opera | 


—from the three elongated com-| season, 
mercials for Campbell Soup prod- | Merrill 





It wasn’t surprising that interest | 
perked with the Liebman-pro- | 
duced portion. If anything, Caesar 


will strengthen their hold on TV 
audiences in the coming season. 
Their now standard conversation 





wife teams preparing for the boss’ 
arrival for dinner; the Caesar pan- 


JOHNSON'S | tomimic bits as he takes his best 


girl 


vignettes unparalleled toe 


baritone, and Marguerite Piazza, 
soprano, regulars on the show last 
are repeating this year, 
being featured on the 


/preem in “La Traviata” arias and 


Miss Piazza clicking in selections 
from Strauss’ “Die Fledermaus,” 
backgrounded by a_e full-blown 
waltz production. 


Nell Fisher and Jerry Ross con- 
tributed one of the program’s top 
highlights with their dance crea- 
tion—a sort of recitative ballet 
based on an Old Bailey legend of 
a “ghost” trial. It was fascinating 
choreography. Other highlights 
included the Billy Williams Quar- 
tet (also a holdover) in their ver- 
sion of “I Didn’t Slip” and “You're 
Driving Me Crazy,” and a serio- 
comic bit by Robert Cummings 
(who otherwise did an ordinary 
job in the emcee role). 


The closing miniature three-act 
frolic built around the “Little 
Nell” mortgage tribulations was, 
unfortunately, less inspiring than 
most of the “curtain” —— 

ose. 


| HOLD ’ER NEWT 
| With Don Tennant 


Producers: Les Weinrott, Tennant 
Director: Joe Byrne 
Writer: Tennant 
15 Mix.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 4:30 p.m. 

(CDT) 
Sustaining 
ABC-TV, from Chicago 

“Hold ’Er Newt,” new entry in 
ABC-TV’s afternoon puppet block, 
needs some work if it’s to keep 
pace with the field. Strip, boast- 
ing one of the most attractive sets 
in puppet category, lacks sufficient 
punch to garner large-scale inter- 
est from the younger set. Format 
is basically sound, built around 
activities of Newt and his country 
store. There’s movement aplenty, 
but lack of story hampers affair. 
Given something stronger to work 
with in story line, Don Tennant, 
who handles voices and pin-heads 
adroitly, could easily make his 
mark with kiddie dialers. 


Initial stanza (11) had Newt tak- 
ing piano lessons with help of 
another woodenhead. Idea made 
for a few chuckles but failed to 
sustain quarter-hour session. Gags, 
such as teacher bopping pupil on 
head, were dulled by repetition. 
Tendency was apparent to make 
patter bit too adult for audience 
sought. 

Camera work and lighting were 
good throughout, Dave. 
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riding—here are gems of | 
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'die Cantor inaugurated the neW | the Nielsen laurels on a seven- 
“Colgate | 


nights-a-week basis. If the Martin 

Lewis, Allen and Clark con- 
tribs pay off with the same show- 
manship values that were vested in 
the initial Cantor stanza, those 
upcoming Nielsen rating charts 
are bound to cause plenty of 
agency jitters in the competing 
camps. 

This was a_ long-anticipated 
premiere, for the new visual me- 
dium was considered a natural for 
the Cantor comedics. And there’s 
no doubt that this was Cantor’s 
show, although he wisely sur 
rounded himself with an array of 
slick talent, mostly from current 
Broadway legit attractions. It was 
a smartly-tailored production that 
moved swiftly; one that managed 
to retain an essential intimacy, 
despite the maximum production 


| values that were realized, and one 


that achieved a neat blending of a 
nostalgic motif (for the inevitable 
Cantor song reprises) with some 
classy 950 stagecraft. 


With a thread of a “story line” 
to give the stanza some continuity, 
“Comedy Hour” opened with Can- 
tor addressing a Colgate banquet, 
tipping the guests on the pattern 
of his upcoming TV show and then 
seguing into a “This Is Broadway” 
production number, one of several 
which projected the chorus as spe- 
cialists in their field. These in- 
cluded Tommy Wonder, of “Tickets 











COLGATE COMEDY HOUR 

With Eddie Cantor, Yma Sumac, 
Lew Hearn, Joseph Buloff, Jack 
Albertson, Howard Smith, Bob 
Gari, Fay MacKenzie, Tommy 
Wonder, Danny Daniels, Helen 
Wood, Janet Gaylord, Charlotte 
Fayne, Lou Wills, Jr., Rudy 
Tone, Joy Williams, Val Butti- 
gnal, Al Goodman orch 

Producer-director: Charles Fried- 


man 

Executive producer: Sam Fuller 

Writer: Manning Ostroff 

Choreography: Dick Barstow 

60 Mins.; Sun., 8 p.m. 

COLGATE-PALMOLIVE-PEET 

NBC-TV, from New York 
(Sherman & Marquette, ~ates) 
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Please’; Danny Daniels, of “Kiss 
Me, Kate”; Helen Wood and Janet 
Gaylord, of “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes”; Charlotte Fayne, Lou 
Wills, Jr., Rudy Tone and the bal- 
let team of Joy Williams and Val 
Buttignal. 


Succeeding numbers were in- 
troed via Cantor’s offstage voice 
dictating the turns to a Colgate 
gal; firstly reminiscing on ‘Banjo 
Eyes” (circa 1942) for a reprise of 
“We’re Having A Baby” and a hil- 
arious skit on inspection at a U. S. 
training camp. This scene, plus a 
revival of the “belt in the back” 
clothing store skit from Cantor’s 
1920 ‘‘Midnight Rounders” were the 
two laugh standouts of the show, 
with Joseph Buloff and Lew Hearn 
(from the original stage produc- 
tion) giving an assist on the latter. 
Both bits clinched the Cantor 
comedy transition into TV. 

Cantor brought on Yma Sumac, 
a. Peruvian coloratura’ soprano 
with an unusual voice range who 
did an Inca “Hymn to the Sun” 
number that fell short of maximum 
reaction because of poor camera 
treatment although her vocal quali- 
ties can’t be denied. 

Paving the way for the minstrel 
finale and the inevitable Cantor 
blackface as a throwback to the 
ex-Ziegfeld New Amsterdam era 
of 25 years ago, Cantor did a “next 
to closing” park bench scene with 
Frank Albertson, (of “Tickets 
Please”), the latter portraying an 
“I-knew-him-when” _ backstage 
doorman and setting the nostalgia 
theme with a yesteryear tap. 

Cantor in blackface, of course, 
was in his element, wrapping up 
“How You Gonna Keep ’Em Down 
On the Farm,” “Potatoes Are 
Cheaper,” “Aint She Sweet,” 
“Charlie My Boy,” “Ma, He’s Mak- 
ing Eyes At Me” and “Waitin’ For 
the Robert E. Lee,” with a novel 
afterpiece by Lou Wills, Jr., “dub- 
bing in” some Cantor dance pyro- 
technics. : 

Al Goodman rates a nod for his 
slick batoning of the orch back- 
grounding. 

Despite the four-way Colgate 
commercial spread on_ behalf of 
Halo Shampoo, Palmolive Soap, 
Colgate Dental Cream and Ajax 
Cleasner éwith Cantor himself 
treating the latter in some off-the- 
cuff banter), the plugs never 
seemed too obtrusive. 
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Words,” which led to a free plunge | 
| 


for the new Metro musical of the 
same title, and then socked across | 
her inevitable “Can’t Help Lovin’ | 
That Man” from Jerome Kerns) 
“Show Boat.” This served to in-, 
troduce Wrightson’s musicomedy | 
reprise, in which he took over for a 
fine chorus of “You Are Love.” 

Wrightson handled the entire 
stanza alone as emcee, commercial 


spieler, est., doing a_ top job 
throughout. Norman Paris group 
(raised from a trio last year 
through the addition of an accor- 
dion backed the  tune-sellers 
capably. Franklin Heller’s produc- 
tion and direction were standout 
and that “Masland Beautiblend’”’ 
singing plug was back to open and 
close the show, which also was all 


Stal, 


to the good 


CHANCE OF A LIFETIME 
W''h John Reed King, Dick Collier, 


tussell Arms, Liza Palmer 
4 ucer: Robert G. Jennings 
I -cctor: Charles Harrell 


30 Mins.; Wed., 7:30 p.m. 
BENDIX 
ABT-TYV, 


from New York 
(Tatham, Laird) 

“Chance of a Lifetime,” which 
has been on the airwaves for some 
time, makes a fairly amusing video 
quiz. It can use some additionals 
attention to visual effects and 
more entertainment values. Some 
visual stimulation is provided by 
a large board with letters. Contes- 
tents choose letters, on the basis 
of which their questions—and the 
arount of prizes—are determined. 

One unusual query brought two 
bonafide wrestlers on stage, with | 
the contestant having to identify 
the holds the grapplers used. An- 
o.rer bright bit, which involved 
a femme prize-seeker, had her put 
in‘o a mock Egyptian setting, with 
comic Dick Collier playing Mark 
Antony, to have her guess that she 
was supposed to be Cleopatra. 

John Reed King handles the em- 
‘cee chores well, although he oc- 
casionally uses some Bert Parks! 
mannerisms — such as excitedly | 
intimating that a guess to the jack- | 
pot question may be correct and 
then quickly announcing that it’s 
wrong. More of the rotund Collier 
and more flexible use of the sing-} 
ing team of Russell Arms and Liza 
Palmer would help the entertain- | 
ment values. 

Jackpot prizes were 
rapidly and inadequately in still 
photos. Another reason for the 
weak pictorial quality is the fact 
that the clues to the “treasure 
chest” poser are mostly aural, so 
that contestants need not be view- 
ing to win. That, however, may 
be a good sales device, because | 
anyone who registers at a Bendix | 
dealer will be eligible for the’ 
“treasure chest” portion of the, 
contest. ! 


Commercials were neatly and' 
humorously done. One involved a 
jigsaw puzzle on an appliance and. 
another, for a laundry dryer, had | 
a housewife “skip work” by 
skipping with a clothesline. 


shown 
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| vocal fare. 








the show was carried off and the 
accent on dialog at the expense of 
movement. 

Cast was little more than ade- 
quate, Betty Buehler, as the school- 
teacher, came to life in her role 
only once or twice. Vin Kehoe, as 
the American settler, Norman Ett- 
linger as his British friend, Joe 
Graham as the hotel-keeper and 


Sunday’s (10) segment. 


'Hour,” the  inereased 


present audience. 
| Show was one of the best in the 


series, featuring some top acts do- | 


ing their best bits. With singer 
Frankie Laine headlining, bill also 
‘including Victor Borge, Patti Page, 
Smith & Dale, three other acts 
and cartoonist Chester Gould. One 
fault with the show, if it was a 
fault, was that it was too crowded 


Ed Sullivan’s Toast of the Town, 
on CBS-TV Sunday nights, seems. 
to be paying off, at least for last 
Presum-_ 
ably hiked because of competing 
NBC-TV’s new “Colgate Comedy 
: budget | 
because of the slow pace at which cnoyid serve to hold Sullivan's 


{ 














/an excellent cast, headed by film 
‘actor Van Heflin, and some highly 
,competent musical 
furnished by Lyn Murray. 

| Story of Edison's life was unfold- 
| ed in a backflash from the inven- 
tor’s deathbed in 1931 when he was 


84 years old and still declaring | 
“that this is no time to die—there | 


is still work to be done.’’ Drama 
traced the development of young 


Wendell K. Phillips as a derelict, _a¢ jeast one act could have been | Edison from his apprenticeship in | 


seldom caught the spark. Produc- 
tion was marred by such trivial 
fluffs as having one of the school- 
teacher’s traveling companions, 
who had just finished a grueling 
500-mile ride up an African river 
into the depths of the continent, 
dressed as though he had just 
stepped out of a Madison avenue 
ad agency office. 

Show is packaged by Harvey 
Marlowe TV Associates, with Mar- 
lowe dualing as producer and di- 
rector. Stal. 


NEWS ROUNDUP 


| With Kris Martin, Eleanor Little- 


field, Howard Reig 
5 Mins.; Thurs., 6:25 p.m. 
FINKE’S ICE CREAM 
WRGB-TY, Schenectady 
(Goldman, Walter & Kanna) 
Sponsor, who had been using 
spots on the Ransom Sherman 
summer show, introduces a new 
television personality with the 
news program. Kris Martin re- 
cently joined WROW, Albany, after 
serving with a Chicopee, Mass., 
station. He acquitted himself 


omitted, or possibly earlier acts 
trimmed. For Miss Page was able 
to do only one solo number plus 
a reprise duet with Laine, while 
Victor Borge’s stint was too short. 

Laine’s performance was solid. 
Singer did two of his top disk hits, 
“Cry of the Wild Goose” and 
“Lucky Old Sun,” in top fashion. 
Cameras more than did him jus- 
tice, catching his movements well 


and giving him a youthful and 
cleancut appearance. He had to 


beg off, and was brought back for 
'a good duet with Miss Paige, with 
whom he’s just completed a thea- 
tre tour. 

Borge’s piano comedy stint was 
tops. Cameras caught his facial 
'expressions and bouncing on and 
off the stool nicely and Borge 
used some new material, including 
a takeoff on “Third Man Theme.” 
He departed from his usual pro- 


cedure of closing with a serious 
number by slapsticking “Mala- 


guena.” Miss Paige scored with 

“Back in Your Own Back Yard” 

and in her duet with Laine. 
Smith & Dale registered solidly 


a machine shop through his early 
successes, his marriage and his 


later scientific triumphs. Program’s | 


high level was attained via 
adherence to reality and the un- 
derstanding that there is as much 
adventure in genuine ideas as in 
synthetic emotions. 

One of the few recordings extant 
of Edison’s voice, at the end of 
World War I was presented at the 
outset. It was worthwhile memora- 
bilia. British novelist James Hilton 
returned to his post as narrator 


close | 


with some brief introductory re- | 


marks. Plugs for the greeting card 
company were handled on a digni- 
fied level. Herm. 


j 


SCREEN GUILD PLAYERS 

(“12 O’Clock High’’) 

With Gregory Peck, Ward Bond, 
Millard Mitchell, Hugh Marlowe, 
John Kellogg; Bill Davidson, an- 


nouncer 

Producers: Huntly Gordon, Har- 
field Weedin 

| Director: William Lawrence 


; 


Writer: Harry Kronman 
60 Mins.; Thurs.; 8 p.m. 


creditably on the opener, giying with their inevitable “Dr. Kronk- | Sustaining 


a clear, smooth reading of national 
and international news, and pho- 
tographing nicely, while displaying 
a strong, masculine voice. 
Fleanor Littlefield took a mid- 


way spot for the Revena, N. Y., 
icecream concern. It was not as 
projected surely and as persua- 


sively as will be the case when ex- 
perience is gained. Howard Reig 
added a plug for the sponsor. Jaco. 


NOTES FROM NATALIE 
With Natalie Nevins, Dave Steph- 
ens Trio 


Produeer-Director: Alan Bergman | 


15 Mins., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Participating 
WCAU-TY, Phila. 

A newcomer, Natalie “Nevins, 
formerly a stenog at WCAU-TV, 
shows up pleasantly in standard 
No offbeat lark, the 
youthful Miss Nevins sang with 
animation “Zing Went the Strings 
of My Heart.” She also set the 
mood nicely for her rendition of 
the ballad, “Now I Know.” The 
gal’s top notes are occasionally 
thin, but overall effect was okay. 
Her small talk with the Dave 
Stephens Trio could be sharpened. 
however. Combo, all staffers at 
WCAU-TV, offers diverting. ar- 
rangement of “Tea for Two,” with 
the piano, guitar and bass spotted 
for solos and getting fancy play 
from camera. 

Chirper has another selling point 
in her ease before the lenses and 
moves around naturally in living 
room set, the venetian blinds in 
which provide a plug for their 
manufacturer. Gal also does a 
stocking commercial. Program 
should prove break for Miss Ne- 


heit’ skit, while the Romanos, 
comedy-acro trio, scored with their 
hand-to-hands and _ somersaults. 
Show's opener, Capt. Shaw & 
Bobby, was an okay trick monkey 
presentation, with the monkey 
dancing, playing the xylophone, 
‘and donning various costumes. 


Margaret Brown’s tap-dancing was | 


clean and smooth, and the terper 
gave an extremely fresh and pleas- 
ing appearance. 

Buildup to cartoonist Gould was 
ia bit overdone, and his appearance 
was too long. The “Dick Tracy” 
creator, after being interviewed by 
| Sullivan, proceeded to draw a new 
icharacter, “Stoneface,” which 
iturned out to be a caricature of 
‘Sullivan. Then drew two of his 
comic characters. 

Settings were okay, camera work 
good. Direction was spotty, with 
relatively minor acts running too 
long and top acts cut short. Com- 
mercials were short. and to the 
point. 





Friday’s (8) “Cavalcade of Stars” 
show on DuMont failed to provide 


a worthwhile hour of entertain- | 


‘ment. Faultiest part of program 
'was the weak sketches with which 
| Jackie Gleason had to work. This, 
in addition to some poor material 
bandied about by him and Bert 
Wheeler. Stanza was far too short 
on yocks for enjoyment. ‘+ 

In the production department 
the June Taylor Dancers did okay 


| is questioned by 
| psychiatrists. 
| that the situation is more real than 
ithe usual rah-rah “Rover Boys in 


ABC, from Hollywood 

“Screen Guild Players,” in 
which ABC has invested 
heavy programming coin, will pro- 


some | 


vide a solid anchor for that web's | 


|Thursday evening lineup. The 14- 
| year-old stanza, which has been 
|expanded to a full hour, is able to 
latch on to some impressive film 
| properties, together with big league 
stars, and to give them serious 
and adult productions. 

On the preem Thursday (7), the 
vehicle was 20th-Fox’s recent “12 
| O'Clock High,” which was timely 
in view of its military subject mat- 
‘ter. The story of a U. S. air force 
‘group in England during 1942— 
when missions had to be flown be- 
yond the men’s ordinary endur- 
| ance, when they had to be “driven 
until they crack” makes an adven- 
turous, interesting yarn. It may 
be that some of the “treat ‘em 
rough te get ’em on the ball’ psy- 
chology of the airer (and the pic) 
i some military 
But the fact remains 


} 


the Service” routines. 
Gregory Peck, repeating his film 


, click, handed in an exciting per- 
formance as the general who tries 


'to give the “Tail End Charlie” out- 


‘fit pride and morale, with excel- | 
lent support from Ward Bond as | 


|Major Stovall, Millard Mitchell as 
|Gen. Pritchard, Hugh Marlowe as 
'Lt. Col. Gately and John Kellogg 
as Maj. Cobb. Music by Buzz Ad- 


j 
‘ 
| 


| 


| 


| layoff, 
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for this series high standards with dustry and one problem into the 


next. 
Vignettes were skillfully deliv. 


backgrounds | ered—a description of a mine cave- 


| in, of a man who gets mercury 
poisoning, of a girl whose refusal 
to wear goggles can possibly cost 
her an eye. Narration written 
around the vignettes was excellent. 

Entire show was on an adult 
level, seriously facing and point- 
ing up a modern problem from 


both the factual and the moral 

viewpoints. Networks would do 

well to present more of its type. 
Chan, 





HENRY MORGAN 
15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 6:30 p.m. 
WNBC, N. Y. 

Henry Morgan, back from a sum- 
mer sabbatical spent in Eurovean 
travel, resumed his WNBC, N. Y., 
series Monday (11) and his open- 
ing indicates that this zany needs 
a few warmup sessions. The Mor- 
gan brand of levity didn’t quite 
come off. He seemed to be reach- 
ing and frequently at a loss of 
which way to throw his verbal 
barbs. 

Morgan on his initial session 
spent some time on his European 
hegira. His bafbs at the residents 
of some of these countries were 
probably the high spot of the ses- 
sion. He frequently makes good 
sense even with the comedic over- 
tones. 

Morgan is a constant subject of 
argument among those in the 
higher IQ levels, to whom he pri- 
marily aims his appeal. At any 
rate, his easy approach to humor 
and casual delivery are generally 


easy to take. Another show or 
so and he’ll hit his stride. He's 
Jose. 


good to have around. 


CAVALCADE OF AMERICA 
(‘The fron Mountain’’) 


| With Dane Clark, Staats Cetsworth, 


Les Damon, Joseph Lewis, Luis 

Van Rooten, Peter Capell, Al- 

fred de la Funte, Dan Ocko, 

Louis Sorin, Joe Bell; Donald 

Voorhees, music conductor; Bill 

Hamilton, -Jay Jackson, an- 

nouncers 
Producer: H. L. Blackburn 
Director: John Zoller 
Writer: Irve Tunick 
30 Mins.; Tues. (5), 8 p.m. 
DuPONT 
NBC, from N. Y. 

BBD&O 

Back on the air after a summer 
DuPont's “Cavalcade of 
America” continues its generous 
and entertaining salute to the 
varied facets that make the U. S. 
great. Opener (Aug. 29) was a 
harkback to early American his- 
tory. Last week's (5) program was 
a graceful nod from DuPont to 
another great American enterprise, 
the U.S. Steel, in a dramatiza- 
tion of the search Steel made, back 
in 1946, to pad the country’s jean 
though vital iron ore supply. 

Story was a simply-told, straight- 


forward yarn of adventure in the ° 


Venezuelan wilds, as a group of 
young American’ minerologists 
hunted for the precious metal. 


with a Latino theme. Guesting on | lam was topflight and blended well, Drama had its suspense in the 


show ( 
appearance. Gal, vocalling in 
average fashion, rendered “Orange 
Colored Sky” and “What Is This 


“a. 2 “7 ts ,” 
Bril, | vins, who has a good enough set, Thing Called Love.” Dance team 
3 of pipes and seems to have enough of Haro d and Lola, also guesting, 


TRAPPED 

(“Bamboo Bride’’) 

With Betty Buehler, Vin Kehoe, 
Joe Graham, Norman Ettlinger, 
Wendell K. Phillips, others 

Pr>oducer-director: Harvey Mar- 
"owe 

Writer: Frank Wayne 








registered strongly with a routine 




















eae ee ae that had tl femme member of 

her stuff. Gagh. vat ha ie fe > me r 0 

° the duo, decked out in a snake's 

j eo costume, crawling about in reptile 
fashion. 

| Tele Follow-Up Gleason’s skits included one 

labeled “The Bachelor Does His 

_Laundry,” with the comedian per- 

| The Lucky Strike-sponsored | forming in long underwear and 


30 Mins.; Fri., 8:50 p.m, 


Sustaining 
WOR-TV, N. Y. 
“Trapped,” WOR- TV's new 


series of half-hour dramatic shows 
which teed off Friday night 
represents an ambitious attempt 
by the indie station to buck the 
heavy schedule of dramatic pro- 
grams coming up on the networks 
this fall. Unfortunately, however, 
its production and entertainment 
qualities must be compared with 
the more costly network stanzas 
and, on that basis, it falls short. 
Preem program, titled “Bamboo 
Bride,” suffered from weak thes- 
ping, unimaginative sets and sev- 
#@ral production flaws, even though 
the direction and camera work 
were well-handled. 

Tying in with the series’ pro- 
jected emphasis on magic and su- 
perstition, the initialer told of a 
traveling American schoolmarm in 
the African Congo under threat of 
being tortured by the natives as a 
bridal offering to their bamboo 
god. As such, it had some of the 
appeal of the Tarzan and other 
jungle stories but little of their 
action. Denouement was worked 


. Out well. enaugh but Jacked impact. .. The increased _talent. budget. far. ant, advanced, to managers. 


erenenavvenevreaerern eevee eeceee e. 


(8), | 


!“This Is Show Business” on CBS- 
| TV continued to hit a fast-moving, 
entertaining pace last Sunday (10), 
with Jan Murray (who's come into 
the TV bigtime with his own 
|*Songs For Sale” showcase on 
Columbia); singer Billy Daniels 
(currently at the Riviera nitery), 


another where he posed as a 
prince visiting Monte Carlo. Miss 
Blaine was used in the latter bit. 
Gleason also did takeoff on Joe 


Penner and Ted Lewis with 
Wheeler coming through solidly as 
latter’s’ shadow. A_ parody on 


Worth Fighting For,” de- 
by ‘both Gleason and 


“This Is 
livered 


| Bril. 

MACHINES WITHOUT MEN 

With Carl Sandburg; Alexander 
Scourby, narrator; Lionel Ricau, 
announcer; Lee Grant, Bryna 
Raeburn, Jackson Beck, Ralph 
Bell, Eric Dressler, Carl East- 
man, Leon Janney, Arthur Kohl, 
Luis Van Rooten; Roy Shield, 


music 


Producer: Marshall-Hester Produc- | 


tions 
Director: Martin Magner 
Writer: Joseph Liss 
30 Mins:; Thurs, (7), 10.30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC, from New York 

Presented by NBC in coopera- 
tion with the American Medical 
Association, ‘“‘Machines Without 


| 


Vivian Blaine made a nice with good martial sound effects.” search, mountain landslides, dis- 


covery of ore on a mountain top, 
rivalry in staking out claims, ete. 
A_ good cast headed by Dane 
Clark made a suspenseful half-hour 
out of it. Original musie by Ar- 
den Cornwell, performed by Don 
Voorhees and orchestra, aided the 
effect. DuPont commerical, coming 
only at the end, was a brief, busi- 
nesslike plug for brake linings 
and rivets. Bron, 





|ARMSTRONG OF THE SBI 


With Charlie Flynn, Ken Griffin 
Patti Dunlap ‘ 


| Writer - Producer - Director: James 


Men” was an excellent semi-docu- | 


mentary description and analysis 


and Shiela Bond projecting their Wheeler, drew some laughs, but of occupational hazards in Ameri- 


talents for a diversified layout that 
made for a neat blending of danc- 
ing, singing and comedy. 

The “problem” gimmick, of 
‘course, has been resolved “into 
spring-boarding the comedic con- 
tribs of regular panelists Abe Bur- 
|rows and George S. Kaufman (who 


wisely eschew taking them serious- | 


was a little on the blue side. 


Latham Upped in Cincy 


Cincinnati, Sept. 12. 


Appointment of U. A. (Jake) 
Latham as general manager of 
WKRC-TV. by Hulbert Taft Jr., 





| 
} 


| can industry—causes, effects and 
cures. Program was topflignt in 


a 
Mins., Tues., Thurs.: 7: .m, 
GENERAL MILLS i lacie 
ABC, from Chicago 

(Knox Reeves) 

Jack Armstrong, long-time “all- 
American boy,” has finally reached 
manhood. And in doing so has 
been elevated from his late after- 
noon spotting te a half-hour eve- 


| all departments, script, acting and|ning show. Formerly a cross-the- 
| direction. Material was authentic | board entry targeted at juve lis- 


| and well presented. 


| 


teners, the Armstrong airer is now 


With the script revolving around | @esigned for both young and old 


readings by Carl Sandburg from | 2nd 


his poem, “The People, Yes” pro- 
gram, by straight narration and by 
little vignettes, described occupa- 


ly) and Sunday’s guest panelist, exec veepee, became effective this tional hazards in mining, machine 


Metopera singer Rise Stevens, 
made a fetching vis-a-vis in the 
banter department. Emcee Clifton 
'Fadiman, as usual, kept the stanza 
moving at an accelerated clip. 
The Lucky Strike circus-motifed 
commercial, which gets a _ full- 
blown production, is probably the 


outstanding TV plug entry of the from sales promotion manager to) jationship to 


Season, 


cr ne ep ee 
in 


week. 

Latham joined WKRC in 1935, 
became local sales manager in 
1941 and has been general sales 
manager of the TV station for a 
year. 

Taft also upped Joel W. Stovall 


sales manager of WKRC. Lila R. 
Lambert, who was Stovall's assist- 


-_s* @ ee 
weer ee 


work, atomic energy and other in- 
dustries. 


| 
| 
! 
i 
; 


is heard twice weekly, 
uesdays and Thursdays. 

_ Current series, with Armstrong 
in the role of an agent working 
for the Scientific Bureau of In- 
vestigation, offers a complete story 
with each airing. When broadcast 


on 


_ Aside from the factual presenta- | five times weekly the Armstrong 
tion, the program took on moral | show followed a serial pattern in 
values with the Sandburg readings. | the cliffhanger vein. New format 


For his poem attacks not only the 
problem of man’s safety in regard 


| 


and time slot should enable pro- 
gram to retain its old after-school 


to the machine, but his entire re- fans in addition to drawing new 


the machine era. 


Poem served a number of other. 


useful services, especially as a 


i.mede .of, transition from gne in; , younger, listeners. 


ltl ee ee ee eee 


followers among the longpanis set. 
7 Plugs for General Mills’ V’heat- 
ies product were aimed the 
Gros. . 
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Merci, 


MADEMOISELLE 


“VARIETY is doubtless the most famous trade paper in the 
world. Weekly it gives the low-down on all phases of show 


biz (meaning, of course, business—typical of the argot 


VARIETY creates and utilizes). It is outrageously honest in its _ 


likes, dislikes; includes even empyrean Maestro Toscanini 
as an entertainer. 
It is loved, feared and cosmically respected.” 
Reprinted from 
MADEMOISELLE—Sept. issue 


“The Quality Magazine 
For Smart Young Women.” 
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theatres and other entertainment 
auditoriums will be handled once 
more: by the Secretary of the In- 
terior. In the last war Interior Sec- 
retary Harold L. Ickes was Fuels 
Administrator with two separate 
branches—liquid and solid—operat- 
ing in his department. 

Traveling shows ran into trans- 
portation problems during the last 
war and had to take their head- 
aches to the Office of Defense 
Transportation. President Truman's 
new order piaces rail, bus and 
truck transport under the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission, whose 
chairman, Col. J. Monroe Johnston, 
headed the office of ODT during 
World War II. 

The equivalert of a War Produc- 


tion Board has just been created 
as an adjunct of the Department 
of Commerce and under the gen- 


eral direction of Commerce Secre- 


tary Charles Sawyer. Sawyer has 
already told the industry that 
Nathan D. Golden, chief of the 


Commerce motion picture division, 
will handle film industry matters 
dealing with allocation of rawstock, 
providing materials for set con- 
struction, repair and new construc- 
tion for theatres, ete. 

While the Administration is 
quietly readying plans for institu- 
tion of price and wage control—the 


Truman Order Exemptions 


Continued from page 2 








equivalent of the wartime OPA and 


War Labor Board—such agencies 
have not yet been activitated. 
‘There is no immediate likelihood 


of these controls going into opera- 
tion. 

The equivalent of the Old War 
Manpower Commission, which was 
headed by Paul V. McNutt, will be 
handled this time under the direct 
jurisdiction of Secretary of Labor 
Maurice Tobin. Its authority will 
cover priority and allocations of la- 
bor supply, determining the essen- 
tial industry jobs, ete., so that the 
studios, theatres etc., will look to 
this agency to determine such mat- 
ters. 





Roy Rogers 











!___ continued from page 30 ae 


heart interest in his pictures, who 
will sing a new song she composed 
titled “Never Fall in Love with a 
Cowboy.” Rogers received special 
dispensation “from Republic prez 
Herbert J. Yates for the appear- 
ance, since his contract does not 
permit live TV’ing. Stone, mean- 
while, has worked out a deal with 
Rep to feature clips from Rogers’ 
current pictures on “Americana,” 
both as a cross-plug for the films 





, 
,and as an intro to Rogers own | 
video series, since he’s up for a) 


new Rep pact next year. 

Show is 
Quaker Oats, which also bankrolls 
Rogers’ AM _ stanza, 
Sherman-Marquette agency. 











Hooper | 





to be sponsored by | 








Continued from page 30 jaa 


‘gram and $100 for additional ones. | 


Hooper said the new measure- 
ment is “not designed to substi- 
tute for national projectable rat- 
ings,” but would provide a “fast, 
sensitive popularity rating.” He 
explained that while it wouldn't 
show total audience figures, it 
marks a return to his original con- 
cept of a barometer revealing com- 
parative popularity. 

Some web and agency research- 
ers said that the new service will 
be of limited use because it’s re- 
stricted to telephone homes and to 
12 cities in the two states. How- 
ever, Hooper says that it will “re- 
flect the effect of guests, choice of 
play, choice of cast, competitive 
TV programs, special events, etc. 
on audience pull of specific pro- 
grams.” 

New measurement is an expan- 
sion of Hooper’s local TV ratings, 
previously conducted in New York 
and Los Angeles. Local tele rat- 
ings will be expanded to cover 15 
cities. He’s now measuring AM 
audiences in about 100 cities. 
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One of the nation’s leading insurance companies, 


with a sizable advertising budget, uses 30 radio stations 


throughout the country. WINS is one of them, and . 
is the only independent used in metropolitan New York. 


Why? Because low rate per thousand, plus response, 


makes WINS the perfect radio buy in this market. 


Call your WINS representative ...see him when he calls, 





SOKW . New York 


CROSLEY BROADCASTING CORPORATION 





Inside Television 


Screen Actors Guild this week reiterated that it is not claiming juris- 


films lensed for TV. 


through the diction over actors in live television, but only over those working in 
SAG spokesman declared the Guild, by almost 
/unanimous vote of its approximately 8,000 members, is “merely pro- 


tecting its jurisdiction over, and responsibility to, actors in motion 
pictures, however exhibited, specifically including televised motion 


pictures.” 


New Television Authority, according to SAG, is seeking to take over 


_responsibility for actors in televised films, which is the reason for the 


jurisdictional dispute between the two guilds. 


Second runs of old pix on television are commanding higher rentals 
than first runs, and third runs are going still higher, according to Sy 


Weintraub, veepee of Flamingo Films. 


Latter outfit has turned down 


several deals, some from top video outlets, for long term commitments. 
Reason, Weintraub explains, is that with new viewers joining the audi- 
ence and set circulation continually growing, bigger audiences for re- 


screenings command higher rentals. 


Flamingo recently concluded a deal for 11 serials, seven of them 


never previously shown on TV, with 
beamed cross-the-board at 5:30 p.m., 
Pact covers a 57-week period. 


each day. 


WABD, N. Y. Serials will be 
with a different serial shown on 
The DuMont outlet is now 


dickering for an 11 p.m. repeat of the afternoon serials, on the theory 
that they have appeal to adult as well as juve audiences. 


DuMont web this week inked a two-year pact with the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, covering employment of senior 
technicians, transmitter engineers, production assistants, cameramen, 
audio and video control operators, bodm operators, floor managers, 
projectionists and studio assistants employed in studios and control 


rooms. 


Contract includes a union shop proviso and separate rate schedules 
for each of DuMont’s three owned-and-operated outlets, which provide 


an overall hourly wage boost of approximately 10°2. 
replaces one negotiated in 1945 and recently expired. 


New contract 
It continues 


the welfare provisions, including company-paid hospitalization, medical- 
surgical benefits and group life insurance, featured in the old pact. 


Doris Sharp has merged her Registry Casting and other talent regis- 
tration groups into a new outfit to be known as Doris Sharp Television 
Casting, in which she is to be associated with Marjorie Morrow. Offices 


have been set up in N.Y. 


casting clients of the firm. 


eastern talent chief for Warners. 


existing system. 


some of his own packages in color. 


mated. 


and Hollywood. 
agencies and producers on a yearly retainer or package basis and cast- 
ing complete shows or individual roles, the new DSTC will also go in 
for personal representation of talent. 

Talent information service is available by subscription, or gratis to 
Miss Morrow 
director for CBS, during which time she took two years off to serve as 


In addition to servicing 


was for 18 years casting 


FCC’s tentative okay of the CBS color tele system has cued height- 
ened vidfilm production activity in color. 
have made tinted pilot reels and commercials, many of which have been 
used, although, of course, they registered only in black-and-white under 
Emerson, Franklyn and Five Star are among the pro- 
ducers who have used color commercials in the past and Jerry Fair- 
banks is offering both 16m and 35m color to clients and plans to film 


Many Coast producers already 


Despite rumors to the contrary, Hoffman Television, KTTV, USC and 
UCLA have made it emphatically clear that there will be no theatre 
televising of football games on the West Coast this season. Hoffman 
is sponsoring the college battles over the L. A. Times-CBS outlet. Les 
Hoffman, Hoffman Television topper, who bought the games on a guar- 
antee-of-the-gate basis pointed out that theatre televising would ‘“‘de- 
| feat our purpose as prospective game customers would overflow these 
theatres thus lowering the gate receipts and eventually cost us money.” 

Total charges on the Burns & Allen show for Carnation will run in 
the vicinity of $50,000 for 30 minutes. 
get a substantial share of $25,000, and not $18,000 as previously esti- 
Time and cable charges for the 62 stations which will carry the 
show every other week will top $15,000. 


Of that figure, comedy team will 




















the 6:30 to 6:55 p.m. cross-the- 
board slot. New Kate Smith show 
will hold 
5 p.m, daily. 
CBS Daytime Plans 
CBS, meanwhile, hopes to have 


its daytime schedule ready for 
launching within the next two or 
three weeks. One big switch re- 
ported in present operations is the 
axing of Dorothy Doan’s “Vanity 
Fair’ program. Now aired from 
4:30 to 5 p.m., the series is spon- 
sored several times weekly by 
Maiden-Form Bra. International 
Latex, however, has bought the 
Richard Willis show, ‘‘Look Your 
Best,” on Mondays 
preceding “Vanity” to plug its 
own femme lingerie and objected 


CBS during the day is ‘“‘Meet Me at 
the* Astor,” half-hour’ luncheon 
show starring either Johnny Johr- 
ston or Robert Q. Lewis and 
scheduled to hold forth from the 
Broadway lounge of the Hotel As- 
tor, N. ¥., from 1 te 1:30 pm. 
daily. “Garry Moore Show,” now 
aired* from 7 to 7:30 p.m. four 
nights a week and from 8 to 9 p.m. 
Wednesdays, is expected to be 
moved into the 1:30 to 2:30 day- 
time slot. 


From 2:30 to 3, CBS has tenta- 
tively scheduled a variety show 


on and titled ‘“Funfare.”’ Follow- 
ing half-hour will be held down by 


ticipationer, titled “What. Can You 





from 3:30 to 4 Mondays, Wednes- 


GF’s Daytime Assault | 


sa Continued from page 31 


the theatre from 4 to' 


and Fridays | 








being slotted at that time on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

“Homemaker’s Exchange,” 
turing Louise Leslie with house- 
hold and cooking hints for the 
hausfraus, will continue in the 4 
to 4:30 p.m. slot, with whatever 
show is selected to replace “Vanity 
Fair’ to be programmed from 4:30 
to 5. 


TEXAS AP B’CASTERS 
ELECT FLAHERTY PREZ 


San Antonio, Sept. 12. 
Texas Associated Press Broad- 


fea- 





casters elected new officers last 
Wednesday at the group's third 
annual meeting held here at the 


| Plaza hotel. 


to having Maiden-Form so close. | 
Among other shows upcoming on | 


Pat Flaherty, news director of 
KPRC, Houston, was named prez 
of the group. Other officers named 
were Jim Alderman of WRR, Dal- 


| las, veepee, and Bob McDonald of 


| 


starring Tim Herbert and Don Sax- | 


Todd Russell in an audience par- | 


Do?” “Look Your Best” will go | 


KRGV, Weslaco, secretary-treas- 
urer, The three new officers were 
elected by acclamation after being 
nominated by a committee headed 
by Charles Jordon, of KFJZ. Fort 
Worth, who is the outgoing prez of 
the group. 

About 40 newsmen from over the 
State attended the one day meet- 
ing here, 


Camel’s MBS News Buy 


Camel cigarets, which has been 
backing a five-minute sports 
roundup following Mutual’s “Game 
of the Day” baseball: co-op, will 
sponsor a similar five-minute cap- 
sule before and after the web’s 
football “Game of the Week,” 





| days and Fridays, with “Meet Your ' starting Sept. 23. Grid games will 
| Cover Girl,” fashion-hint show be aired Saturday afternoons, 


featuring 


magazine cover girls, | 


Agency is William Esty. 








. 
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DON MCNEILL TV CLUB 


with your favorites of the famous Breakfast 
Club... Johnny Desmond, Patsy Lee, Sam 
Cowling, Cliff Petersen, Eddie Ballantine... 
and distinguished guest stars every week. 


PREMIERE TONIGHT 


with GLORIA SWANSON 


ABC TV NETWORK 





every Sunday evenin i : 
Phil 
to your home aa arene ths thonire 


dramatic 
Presentatio 
performed by stars of stage and ehon. 


sor.17 FRANCIS LEDERER 
w~« VICKI CUMMINGS 


“THE LONG RUN” 





/ 


sex.24 JOSEPHINE HULL 


i 
“DEAR GUEST AND GHOsT” 
with Barry Nelson 


NBC Tv NETWORK 


LAYHOU 


SUNDAYS 9 to 19 P.M. 


WEDNESDAY 9 to 10 P.M. E.D.T. 


E. D. T. 


PHILCO PRESENTS TWO GREAT — 
FULL-HOUR TELEVISION SHOWS! 
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Tele Chatter - | 





New York 


CBS producer Irving Mansfield 


recovered from his ulcer 


attack | 


and back to work on the “Stork | 
Club” and “This Is Show Business” 


Abe Burrows had been 
him on “Stork” . 
Fred Carney, formerly production 
manager for “Truth or Consé- 
quences,” now at J. Walter Thomp- 
son as assistant to Maury Holland, 
producer-director on NBC's “Kratt 


programs. 
filling in for 


TV Theatre.” 
Vericolor, new color video sys- 
tem developed by CBS and Rem- 
Rand for commercial use, 


ington s 
to be unveiled publicly at the Na- 


tional Business Show at Grand 
Central Palace, N. Y., the week of 
Oct. 23 Leo Langlois, T\ 


production chief ot the Campbell- 
Ewald agency, recuperating at his 
home from a siege of illness. : 
Actor Allan Stevenson signed fo. 
a role in ABC's “Treasury Men in 
Action" Monday (18). Purity 
Bakeries, through Young & Rubi- 
cam, has bought a cross-the-board, 
twice-daily series of live weather 
forecasts featuring Ray Knight, on 
the N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX 


Leroy Passman, formerly opera- 
tions chief for DuMont’s WABD, 
joined NBC as assistant produc- 


tion manager. .. . Esquire Polishes 
has picked up the tab on DuMont’s 
“Hold that Camera,” which moves 
into the Friday night at 8:30 slot 
this week (15). Agency is Emil 
Mogul Gladys Swarthout set 
for a guest shot on NBC’s “Jack 
Carter Show” Saturday night (16). 
Ronzoni Macaroni has signed with 
WPIX, through Emil Mogul, for 13 
weeks of “Leave It to Papa,” do- 
formerly 


mestic comedy — series v 
titled “They Live in Brooklyn. 
Billy Edmonds takes over the 
role of Mario in the show. 


Florence Anglin (Mrs. S. Jay Kauf- 
man) on WOR-TV’s “Mr. and Mrs. 
Mystery” five nights last week in 
the role of a blind woman. 
dickering with Willi Priory ‘quon- 
dam assistant to Ward Morehouse 
on the old N. Y. Sun) for a series. 


its rates $200 to a base evening 
price of $2,200 per hour, with a 





10‘¢ boost down the line. 
Hollywood 
Sidney Skolsky will head a 


series of 15-minute vidpix concern- 
ing Hollywood personalities which 
Mare Frederic will produce for 
TeeVee Filmed soap opera 
“The Jonathan Story,” bows todas 


(12) on KLAC-TV as an insert in 
the Al Jarvis show with Younss- 
town Dishwasher bankrolling It 
will be used Tuesdays and Thurs- 
days with Jarvis recapping the 
previous program’s crisis before 
switching to actual film Burt 


Zinn named to replace the retiring 


Earl Seaman as exec director ot 
Radio and Television Record Char- 
ities Inc . Kern Foods reop- 
tioned KECA-TV's “Marshall of 
Gunsight Pass” for another 13 
weeks P. K. Palmer shooting 
the second in the “Dick Tracy” 
telefilm series Melvin “Sui” 


Bassett named supervisor cf tilm 
operations for which KTTYV has re- 
leased two stages... Helen Gould 
bows tonight (12) with “Hollywood 
Looks at You” over KFI-TV 

Lester Lee writing special materia! 
for Eileen Barton’s “Song Parade” 
on NBC-TV Carl Dudlsry 
trekked back yesterday after six 
weeks in Switzerland, Italy, Egypt 


and Greece lensing his “This 
World of Ours” series. His camera 
crew is still abroad, shooting in 
Israel and Turkey KTLA’s 
“Dixie Showboat,” which started 
on WPIX, N.Y., last week, is be- 


ing kinnied for Washington, D. C., 

Nashville, Minneapolis and Daven- 

port stations , 
Herman Webber 


joined Pali- 


'sades Productions as exec produc- 


She’s 


oy CBS-TV’s “Songs for Sale” 
taking over the 11 pm. to gnid-| 


night Saturday slot starting Oct. 7. 
... “28 Days to Spring,” story 
penned by Leonard L. Levinson 
and Wally Gould, bought by CBS- 
TV’s “Sure as Fate.” Levinson will 
script the adaptation. . . . Charles 
Randall set for a role on DuMont’s 
“Famous Jury’ Trials” tonight 
(Wed.). . . . Josh White planed to 
London over the weekend to guest 
on a BBC television show. ; 
Treva Frazee set for a role on 
CBS’ “Starlight Theatre” Sundar 
(17). . .. Howard Harris and Syd 


Zelinka in from the Coast to write | 


“Sugar Bowl,” new Chico Marx 
show preeming Oct. 2 via ABC... 

Ray Mulderick back as narrator on 
DuMont’s “Hands of Mystery” after 
doing several strawhat shows at 
the Robin Hood theatre, Arden, 
Del. . .. Wilbur Stark and Jerry 
Layton have signed the Alfredo 
Salmaggi opera troupe for TV and 
offering a package of 


hourlong | 


tion manager . William Lasky. 
seripter son of Jesse L. Lasky, will 
direct five 10-minute vidpix based 
on Notre Dame which will be 
beamed just before each of Notre 
Dame’s major grid games this fall. 
DuMont is bankrolling 


Chicago 


Gloria Swanson guest stars on 
the preem of “Don McNeill’s TV 
Club” on ABC tonight (13)... .| 


Zenith, Hallicrafters and Motorola | 


all announced price boosts on their 
tele sets last week. .°. . Kuklapoli- 
tian Players, assisted by Burr Till- 
strom and Fran Allison, to cut 
“Kukla, Fran & Ollie” album for 
RCA Sept. 26. Group waxed 
“Happy Mother Goose” for RCA 
last week. .. . Red Grange and 
Luke Johnsos to do commentar) 
on “Chicago Bears 
Show" beamed half-hour weekly 
on WBKB for Standard Oil star'- 
ing Sept. 19. ... Ernie Simon will 
headline weekly variety show on 
WENR-TV teeing off Sept. 21 for 


TV Forecast magazine, Bob 
Johnsson, 13-year-old puppeteer 
discovered on WBKB’'s “Show 


operacasts. ... WJZ-TV has hiked Kids,” pacted to do the live com- 


Quarterback | 


i; mercials on filmed puppet stanza, 


'“Gigi and Jock,” on WENR-TV for 


i 
| 


Schulze-Burch Baking Co. ... Don 
Meier is directing NBC's “Zoo. 


Parade” and Duane Bogie will take 
over “Walt’s Workshop” on WNBQ, 
filling in for Chi 
Reinald Werrenrath now in the 
Navy. Vern Brooks, WGN-TV 
director of operations, planed to 
Europe for a three-week vacation. 

Ad Sweetow exits Malcolm- 
Howard. agency to move to 
Schwimmer & Scott as TV direc- 
tor... ... Hauser Nash Motor Sales 





picked up the Wednesday night 

feature film series on WGN-TV. 
London 

| Cecil Madden, TV program ad- 

‘viser, appointed acting head ol 


“Children’s Hour.” At present, fea- 
transmitted weekly, 


ture is twice 

but after Christmas will be shown 
daily . Kevin Sheldon produced 
a new play by Ian Hay and John 


Smyth titled “Until thé Morning,’ 
Sept. 10. Drama with a Burmese 
background had Reginald Tate in 
the leading role, with supporting 
parts by Robert Ayres. Patricia 
Hastings, Ann Bennett. H. G. Sto- 
ker, Julian l’Albie .. . Ngaio Marsh, 


New Zealand crime novelist, being 
featured Sept. 14 in a talk with 


Jeanne Heal 





Pabst | 


Continued from page 


with 31 video stations getting the 
pickup live and a number of 
others taking it a day or two later 
via kinescope’- reeording Ted 
Husing, who has been ¢alling the 
blow-by-blow for Pabst’s weekly 
fight pickups on CBS-TV, is ex- 
pected to handle the same assign- 
ment on the Louis-Charles affair, 
with Russ Hodges probably spell- 
ing him at the mike for a between- 





1 


rounds fill-in on ringside color. 
CBS will not be forced to make 


any changes in its program sched- 
ules, since Pabst holds the Wed- 
nesday night at 10 time on video 
for its weekly fights. while the 
time slot on radio is still sustain- 
ing. 

Pabst hepes to have a record 
| audience in its three-pronged re- 
porting of the championship fight, 
according to Nate Perlstein, ad di- 
rector of Pabst. With the fight 
riding the full CBS radio network, 
the full CBS-TV_ interconnected 
network, with non-interconnected 
| stations .carrying the battle via 
kine a few days later, large-screen 
theatre TV is also being negoti- 
ated. 

At VARIETY’s press time, two 
Chicago theatres—Stat@Lake and 
Tivoli—were negotiating for rights 
to carry the battle on their screens 
via theatre TV. Pabst pays the 
houses no fee, of course, and the 
theatres must agree to, carry the 
full suds commercials, also must 
agree not to increase their admis- 
sion prices for the event. It’s ex- 
-pected the beer firm will be able 
to line up a large number of the- 
atres to put the video version on 
their screens. 
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Muzak 


Continued from page 26 


order that one or more FM sta- 
tions in the principal markets will 
be permitted to enter into arrange- 
ments with Muzak and others to 
employ such a system on a nation- 
wide basis. 
opportunity for Muzak and others 
who desired to enter the field to 
promote actively the sale and dis- 
tribution of FM receiyers in homes 
as well as commercial institutions 
and would provide a new and dis- 
tinctive service to the publie in 
competition with existing broad- 
cast services now renedered by 
AM stations.” 

Only through such a_ system, 
Muzak concludes, “can the devel- 
opment of FM as nationwide sery- 
ice be assured.” 


% SESAC. 


Continued from pace 26 

of SESAC reps were reported to 
him specifically by Clair MeCul- 
lough, prexy of WGAL, Lancaster, 
Pa., who said he was very much 
disturbed by representations made 
by a SESAC rep who “was willing 
to be quoted and was quite sure 
ot his ground.” 

Reminding Jadassohn that the 
only statement made by NAB re- 
garding last spring’s meetings with 
SESAC was that it believed the re- 
lease of the standard licensing 





























i procedure by SESAC “will mate- 


NBC producer | 


This would afford the’ 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


The Advertising Council has extended its operations to Europe to 


assist in carrying out the objectives of the Marshall Plan. 


First adver- 


tisements will be placed in British publications this month. They will 
be designed to encourage wider distribution of a new directory of small 
American firms able to supply European importers. 

Theodore S. Repplier, Ad Council prexy, announced the plan after 
a series of meetings of a special committee of the Council and officials 
of the information staff of the Economic Cooperation Administration, 
Repplier went to Paris to advise with ECA on advertising techniques. 

Named to the committee were Edgar Kobak, former prexy of Mutual 


Broadcasting System; Philip L. 


yraham, publisher of the Washington 


Post and head of WTOP and WOIC (TV) in Washington: Gardner 
Cowles, publisher of Look Magazine; Fairfax M. Cone of Foote, Cone & 
Belding; James W. Young of J. Walter Thompson; and Samuel Gale of 
General Mills, Ad Council chairman. 





National Assn. of 


Broadcasters will.soon begin distribution to mem- 


bers of a series of “freedom” talks by prominent Americans in connec- 


tion with its 1950-51 Voice of Democracy contest. 


The disks, now being 


pressed by RCA, carry the voices of Supreme Court Justice Tom Clark, 
Chairman Edwin C. Johnson of the Senate Commerce Committee, NAB 


prexy Justin Miller, U. 
and Rep 
tion 


S. Commissioner of Education Earl J. McGrath, 
srooks Hays, vice-president of the Southern Baptist Con¥@n- 


Winners of the contest, to be chosen from students in 28,000 high 


schools, will be announced next February. 


Four $500 college scholar- 


ships will be awarded for the best broadcast scripts written and deliv- 


ered by students. 





Milton Katims, NBC staff conductor who is taking over the NBC 


Competition is judged by broadcasting standards. 


Symphony Orchestra for six programs prior to the return of Arturo 
Toscanini, is spotlighting several solo men in the orchestra during his 


tenure, which started last Saturday (9). 


ist 
Flute and Harp 


Flutist Arthur Lora and harp- 


Edward Vito were soloists Saturday in the Mozart Concerto for 
Second program (16) will feature first violist Carlton 


Cooley in his own composition, Song and Dance for Viola and Orchestra. 
Concertmaster Mischa Mischakoff will be soloist the third program (3) 


in the Bruch violin concerto. 


Alex Williams, first 


clarinetist, will be 


soloist on the sixth and final program, Oct. 14, in the Debussy Rhapsody 


for Clarinet and Orchestra. 


Prockter, packager of “The Big Story,” 


Bernard J 





has launched a 


monthly house organ for the stanza which Pall Mall backs on NBC and 


NBC-TV. 


Reason tor the publication is that in its three and a half years 


on the air over 175 reporters have received awards for “big stories,” 
and they want to keep in touch with the airer and with each other. 
Four-page sheet thus becomes the unofficial journal for some of the 


nation’s top newsmen. 


Titled Prockter Productions Press, it’s one of the few house organs 


issued by a radio stanza. 


NBC-TV’s “Kukla, Fran & Ollie’ 


also has a 


publication, the Kuklapolitan Digest. 





“Columbus Day, 1950,” documentary on European refugee scholars 
and professionals, is being produced by Ted Hudes and Bert Lind for 


the International Rescue Committee. 


The transcribed drama, written by Ben Kagan and directed by James 


Sheldon, will be aired on Oct. 12 by 600 stations: 


New York city outlets 


will be WINS, WNEW, WMCA, WOV and WNYC. 


rially aid in resolving points at is- 
sue in the industry,” Miller sug- 
gested that the situation must be 
explained to the music reps and 
the broadcasters. 





Miller 


t———— Continued from page 29 








WDAK, 


Radio.” He’s from 
Columbus, Ga. * 

A. Batson, NAB Direc- 
tor of Television was in charge of 
the television seminar. 


for 


Charles 


to build a TV station, according 
to what Batson told the group. 
And tor public consumption all 
that was needed to start a TV out- 
let was $350,000 for construction 
and $1,000 a day to run it. 

There was also a film strip pres- 
entation titled “How: to Pick a 
Winner” as well as a color slide 
presentation. 
business sessions and question and 
answer periods. 

Local outlets were hosts at a 
cocktail party giyen for the visi- 
tors at the hotel. 


JOE BESSER SET FOR 





‘Early Birds’ on TV 


Dallas, Sept. 12. 

The WFAA daily feature, “The 
Early Birds” has made its televi- 
sion bow and are being heard and 
seen six nights per week for a 
quarter-hour on WFAA-TV. Tele- 
casts are being sponsored by the 
Earl Hayes Chevrolet Co. 

“Early Birds” is considered to 


be radio’s oldest breakfast time 


| variety show. 


It’s easy | 
1 & 





Borden’s Musical Quiz 
Chicago, Sept. 12. 
The Borden Co., through Young 
Rubicam, last week bought a 


/quarter-hour musical quiz show fea- 
,turing singers Danny O'Neil and 


There were several | 


KEN MURRAY TV SHOW 


Comedian Joe Besser has been | 


inked to do five shows in the up- 


coming Ken Murray series on CBS- | 
TV starting with the Oct. 7 teeoff, 


and it’s reported he may take over 
the stooge role held last year by 
Tony Labriola (‘“Oswald’’). 


Mur- | 


ray and Labriola, associated since | 


their early vaude days, have re- 


portediy come to a parting of the 


ways, leading to Murray's search 
for a replacement. 

Alan Young, who has his own 
show on CBS-TV Thursday nights 
via kinescope from the Coast, will 
fly in from Hollywood to guest on 
the opener, along with Herbert 
Marshall and Phil Regan. Bob 
Burns, who has not been seen on 
a network video show in two years, 


has been signed to guest on the | 


Oct. 21 stanza. Paul 
meanwhile, is taking over as CBS 
unit manager for the seriés, re- 
placing Frank Satenstein. Murray 
himself will again produce the se- 
ries, which is bankrolled by An- 
heuser-Busch. 


LaPorte, | 


Carolyn Gilbert. 

A Herbert S. Laufman package, 
show is slated to go on next week 
on a Chi station as yet unpicked. 
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WNBT Preempts — 


Vim for Armour 


Rapidly-approaching SRO status | 
NBC television hit the web in! 


al ; e 
a new way this week. Forced to. 
oust. a sponsored show aired | 


Jocally only over WNBT, its key | 
N. Y¥. outlet, in favor of a network | 
commercial show, NBC moved the , 
jocal production into another | 
«ream time segment and guaran- 
teed the new slot would not be | 
preempted for a full 52 weeks. 
Local show is “Talent Search,” | 
by Vim Stores and 
packaged by Kermit Schaefer. 
Program had occupied the Wednes- 
dav night at 10:30 slot, but NBC 
needed that period for Armour’s, 
which wanted it for the “Stars 
Over Hollywood” show. As a re- 
eit. NBC moved “Search” into 
\ionday nights at 10:30 on a local 
basis. ’ Another part of the deal 
was to guarantee the same sponsor 
Thursday night at 10:30 slot, 
for “Quick on the Draw,” but in| 
switch 


| 


sponsored 


that instance no in time | 
slots was necessary. 
With “Seareh” in for WNBT | 


only on Mondays, the network will | 
fill that time to affiliate stations | 
with “Who Said That?” Latter | 
show, in turn, will be seen in N, Y. | 
Sundays at noon. While “Draw” | 
holds down the Thursday night 
slot. the network will feed trotting 
races, at least for the duration of 
the season, to tts affiliates outside 
N. Y. 


Menkin-Speer Patriotic 
Kid Show Auditioned 
For Late Afternoons: 


Larry Menkin and Charles Speer, | 
co-writers of the DuMont “Hands | 
of Murder” show, are doing a 
filmed audition tomorrow (Thurs.) | 
of a five-times-a-week strip show, | 
commissioned by CBS for after- 
noon video programming. Show | 
is called “Adventures of Johnny | 
Champion,” with the basic form- |, 
ula to sugar-coat the selling of 
Americanism to kids. 

Program is being prepped for the . 
5:30 afternoon slot in opposition 
to NBC's heavy-pulling ‘‘Howdy- 
Doody.” Moppet actors will be 
used in the lead roles. 

Plan is to premiere the show 
early in October. 











Amer. Floor Covering 


Buys WFIL-TV Package 


Philadelphia, Sept. 12. 
American Floor Covering Co. is | 


| scaled 
| gimmick has already sold out the 


CBS IN BID TO FILL = 
MIDWEST GRID VOID 


With the Big 10 having clamped | 
a ban on live television pickups of | 
all its football games this fall, both | 
CBS and NBC hope to fill the void | 
in the midwest by offering their | 
games to interconnected affiliates | 
on a participation basis. Each net 
will cover an eight-game schedule 
of eastern college teams and re- 
lay them to midwestern stations, | 
which will try to sell them locally. 

Many of the stations in the mid- 
west, particularly those in single- | 
station markets, have already 
signed for DuMont’s pickups of 
Notre Dame’s home games, which 
are to be bankrolled by Chevro- | 
let. Since the DuMont games are 
to be mostly eastbound, however. 
CBS and NBC will have sufficient 
room on the westbound cables for 
their offerings on any outlets still 
available. 

CBS had previously announced a 
schedule incorporating the top 
home games of Army, Navy and} 
Columbia, which are to be bank- 
rolled in the east by Esso. NBC} 
will have all home contests of both | 
Harvard and Princeton, earrying 
two gameés each week for the most 


part on a split network setup in| 
the east under sponsorship of At- | 


lantic Refining. 


Cleve. Alpine Village 
In AM-TV Package Buy 
For Lunch Gab Shows 


Cleveland, Sept. 12. 

Both television and radio medi- 
ums are being used by Herman 
Pirchner to air his Alpine Vil- 
lage’s new winter series of one- 
hour luncheon club shows from 
rising stage of his 725-capacity 
theatre-restaurant. 

Nitery impresario bought six 
hours of weekly time from WERE 
for his audience participation -pro- 
grams for women’s elubs, running 
Monday through Saturday on the 
1-to-2 p.m. slot. Beginning Sept. 
25, their costs will be split be- 
tween four co-sponsors, with 
Spang Bakeries. bankrolling 15 
minutes daily. 

Although following the Tom 
Brennan-Breakfast Club formula, 
with some new twists in the way 
of guest-stars, femme style shows, 
prize games and giveaways, it’s the 
first time any Cleveland night 
club has essayed such a_ large- 
operation. One surefire 





first 20 aired performances to 


_clubwomen who receive 50c com- 


mission, for their own eharitable 
works, on every luncheon ticket 


| sold. 


Bromley House, radio-ad agency 
executive who helped set up the 


; on. 


| (Conn.) 


picking up the tab for an unusual Alpine Village’s series, will also 
package which carries 15 minutes | double in them as emcee on both 
of film-musical entertainment and | radio and television. One-hour 
15 minutes of news reporting and | kaffeeklatschs are being picked up 
analysis. Program goes out over | in late October for telecasting on 
mer ; em he Pe ~ |Channel 9 by WXEL, with Pireh- 
the 11:30 pm. slot, nasting ‘Oct. 1. | the a ee ee eee 
P The first half of the segment is} House is giving two-way project 
itled Musical Nightcap” and the same type of circused ballyhoo 
a — — a ta he used in his own — eg 
ames. ne second period “Be-| campaign as a candidate for the 
hind the Headlines” offers a week- | city naiets office. He lost in elec- 
ly discussion and analysis of cur-| tions but garnered galleys of 
rent events by Lt. Col. Edward A. front-page publicity which boemed 
Davies, with accent on military as- his personal business career. 


pects and local defense situation. | 
0’Connor Twins Back 


Col. Davies will have guests rep- 
To Show Biz Via TV 


resenting various branches’ of 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 


armed services, as well as spokes- 
O'Connor Twins, who went up 


nen for vet groups and civilian de- 
fense organizations. Agency hand- 

‘the showbiz ladder from Gus Ed- 
wards’ kidshow to be “Glorified 


ling account is Strauss & Divies, 
Philadelphia, 

in Flo Ziegfeld’s Follies, return to 
show business Thursday (14) when 








La.-Miss. B’casters Elect 


New Orleans, Sept. 12. (they make their tele bow on 
_tugh O. Jones, gen. mgr. of KTSL’s “Backstage with N.T.G.” 
WGGM, Gulfport, Miss., was! singing a brace of tunes. Twins, 


fected president of the Louisiana-| Velma and Thelma, were in many 


Mississippi Associated Press Broad-| Shubert revues and on the Or- 
oe Assn. here Friday (8).| pheum Time before joining the 
vones* succeeds James E. Gordon, | Follies. 


&en. mgr. of WNOE, New Orleans. Cast of their last Ziegfeld show 

Elected veepee was Bob Shipley, | included such names as Paulette 
hews director of KWKH, Shreve-| Goddard, Greta Nissen, James 
port. They are the only officers of | Barton, Edna Loedom, Yacht Club 





the group. | Boys, Peggy Fears, Rae Dooley, 
Ch’f | Sousse Brown, Barbara aay 
l i ‘Irving Fisher, Gladys Glad, 

eld Backs Gilbert |Marion Benda, Claire Luce, 


. re Phoenix, Sept. 12. 
A Cea commercial ch 
n atom an ae cigarets, | while v rleans—Raymond R. Mor- 
of Mune on the nicotiner’s “ABC's | Phy Mage ee odverticing ageney 
of jet” in New York, is paying | rep’ has joined the staff of WDSU, 
ct, Sponsorship of the disk) goubling in sales and production. 
Jockey’s daily K'TYL stanza here. | He formerly handled assistant pro- 
Chesterfield is picking up the! qucer’s duties on “Queen for a 
“) for a 13-week skein of spots! Day,” “Breakfast in Hollywood, 
i local gabber’s show. Cunning-| “Heart's Desire’ and “This is 
am & Walsh is the agency. } Paris.” 


‘Charles King and Polly Walker. 





Fitzgeralds Show Tees 
With Mrs. in Hosp; Free 


Now for Weekend Stints 


The Fitzgeralds teed off their 
new five-a-week television series 
over WJZ-TV this week (11), with 


Pegeen (Mrs. Ed) Fitzgerald hos-'! 


pitalized because of lingering mi- 
graine headaches, and Ed carrying 
He also did the first of their 
new five-a-week Mr. & Mrs. series, 
since returning from their first va- 
cation in nine years, with guests. 

Both Monday-to-Friday stints 
leaves them free for Saturday and 
Sunday, whereas for a time they 
did their stuff all seven days, then 
six, or substituted with platters. 
They prefer their AM shows live. 
either from their Hay Island 
home or their Hotel 
Pierre, New York, apartment. The 
new WJZ contract specifically lim- 
its them to pre-7 p.m. exclusivity, 
leaving them free for nighttime 
radio or video, sinee on oceasion 
Fitzgerald, who was trained in le- 
git, likes to do stage stints, as with 
Peggy Wood on “I Remember 
Mama,” and the like. 

Mrs. Fitzgerald is also reinstat- 
,ing a syndicated merchandising 
column,’ thus giving the team a 
triple-threat’ selling attack, via 
| AM, TV and press. As “Connie 
| Moffitt” she did the first such mer- 
jchandising column on the San 
| Francisco Chronicle years ago, the 

byline coined from the O’Connor 
| Moffitt department store, since 
| purchased by and renamed Macy's. 





Chicago, Sept. 12. 
Sunday shapes up as the busiest 
day in the week at WGN-TV this 
fall. With three new Sunday local 
shows bowing next month, plus 


two programs produced for the Du- | 


Mont web only, the Tribune Tower 
station will be grinding out seven 
live shows in four and a half hours. 

Keeping five crews at work in 
as many studios, the Sunday even- 
ing schedule tee off Oct. 8 at 
5 p.m. with the half-hour “Gordon 
Dress Up Quiz” emceed by Hol- 
land Engle for wordon Clothing 
Co. Next half-hour will be oc- 
cupied by a revival of “Request 
Performances” with columnist Irv 
Kupcinet emceeing for Wm. A. 
Lewis Stores. The 6:30-7 p.m. 


period will contain “Holland’s Hap- | 
sing | 


piness House,” 
show for 
“Meadow 
with 
doing live opening and closing 
spots bankrolled by Beatrice Foods 
stays on in the 7 to 8 period. Also 
continuing is “Stars of Tomorrow,” 
half-hour amateur session at 9 p.m. 
for Rubin Clothiers. 

While these local beamings are 
going on, WGN-TV will feed an 
hour and a half live programming 


community 
Holland’s Jewelry 
Gold Ranch” kid 


Co. 
film 


cowboy singer Bob Atcher | 


WGN-TV in Burst of Chi Sun. Video 
Activity With Seven Live Shows 


to DuMont. Web shows which are 
not seen locally are the “Rhythm 
Rodeo” with Art Jarrett sent out 
in the 7-7:30 p.m. spot and “They 
Stand Accused” hour-long drama- 
tic stanza at 8 p.m. 


New season weekday changes at 
WGN-TV center chiefly in the two- 
hour hole opened up by the ending 
of the basebal. telecasts next 
month. Walgreens are picking up 
an hour cross-the-board at 1-2 p.m. 
Oct. 16 for a husband and wife 
session built around Frankie Mas- 
ters and frau Phyllis Miles. About 
the same date, “TV Matinee,” fea- 
ture film, is slated to go into the 
following hour. “Stop the Record,” 
video disk quizzer with Frann 
Weigle, goes in from 3 to 4 with 
the first half-hour sponsored by 
Universal Gas Ranges. 

Another change finds George 
Menard taking over emceeing 
chores from Tom Wallace on the 


morning homemaker show this 
week. 

Due for an Oct. 2 kiekoff is a 
new Monday night sport show 


featuring Jack Brickhouse with 
Irv Kupcinet and Sid Luckman, 
quarterback of the Chi Bears foote 
ball team. Show, sponsored by 
Karoll’s Mens Store, will be slot- 
ted at 7-7:30. 














group in the U. S. 


It's as simple as this— 


the notions most 





. .. dominated by ; 





Today, farmers and farm families have 
more spendable dollars than ony other 


There are many ways of covering this tich, 
ready-to-buy market. But any way you try 
in WLW-land will cost you more than WLW 


WLW reaches a greater rural audience in 
WLW-land—at less cost—than any single 
medium or any combination of media. 


WLW 





CROSLEY BROADCASTING CORPORATION 








—wae 


A RICH RURAL MARKET 





Here’s why — 


Of all farm families in the WLW Merchan- 
dise-Able Area, 38.7% listen to WLW 
more often than to any other station,* 
with 216 stations competing. 


WLW reaches 81.7% of all rural radio 
homes in four weeks, 66.5% in on average 
week. And the average rural home reached 
LISTENS TO WLW EIGHT HOURS AND 
SIXTEEN MINUTES PER WEEK.** 


For further information,-contact any of the 
WLW Sales Offices in 


CINCINNATI NEW"YORK 


CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD 


morchondise-oble station 


* People's Advisory Council Survey 


©? Nielsen Redie index, Peb.-Merch, 1950 








42 


RADIO-TELEVISION 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 13, 1950 











| Blacklist Still Snarls AM-TV 


Continued from page 29 








test Miss Muir’s summary: ousting 
from the program. Petition to 
Actors’ Equity council to prevent 
repetition of the Muir case has al- 
ready been presented. 

Proposed industry-wide review 
board, meanwhile, drew fire as be- 
ing an ineffective way of handling 
the blacklist problem even before 
the AFRA meet last night. One 
industry exec, who declined to be 
identified, suggested the idea might 
have been proposed by GF in an 
effort to “get off the hook with its 


customers.” It was also pointed 
out that a similar proposal had 
been suggested to AFRA last 


spring by the organization’s prexy, 
Bud Collyer, but that it had been 
nixed by the national board at that 
time. 
Parleys 

Louis Brockway, exec veepee of 
Young & Rubicam, which handles 
the GF account on “Aldrich,” is 
understood to have’ informed 
AFRA prior to the meet that the 
leading sponsors, agencies and net- 
works are ready to participate in 
an all-industry confab if, AFRA 
would call one. AFRA reportedly 
wants such a parley to be called at 
the insviration of the networks 


As the plan is envisaged, artists 
who are under fire for alleged 
“subversive affiliations’ would be 


investigated by the _ all-industry 


If the latter decided that 


group 
the charges of pro-Communism 
weren't proven, the sponsors and 
webs wou!d be free to ink pacts 
with them. 

Miss Muir, who was dropped by 
General Foods from its “Henry 


Aldrich” show on NBC-TV fo!llow- 
ing protests based on her being 
listed by the anti-Communist 
newsletter Counterattack in “Red 
Channels,” said she would co- 
operate with such a committee, 
but that first she must be put back 
to work. 

Other individuals cited by “Red 
Channels” said they disapprove of 
the proposed plan. According to 


these sources, establishment of a 
review board would accept the 
theory of ‘‘political censorship, 


keeping artists off the air because 
of their political views.” They 
expressed the opinion that if the 
right to work is denied to leftists, 


eventually it can be denied to 
“anti-vivisectionists or followers 
of other unpopular beliefs.” 


Unions, they argued, should pro- 
tect the interests of members and 
shouldn't 
cannot work. 

Defenders of Miss Muir raised 
the question of whether the 
“blacklisting” of creative person- 
nel doesn’t open the networks and 


sponsors to anti-trust charges of. 
The same argument) 
could conceivably be raised against | 


“collusion.” 


rule on who can and) 


} 
| 60-minute 











Television Directors Guild and the 
Radio Writers Guild, both of which 
would like an inter-union body es- 
tablished to combat the practice. 
ACLU plans to conduct its in- 
vestigation by interviewing any 
persons who might have been con- 
nected with the Muir case, as well 


as any others whose testimony | 
might help clarify the situation. 
Organization hopes to come up 


with some recommendations which 
it can make public in an attempt 
to put an end to any bla@klist and 
to help clear the air surrounding 
the entire problem Spokesman 
reiterated the ACLU’s contention 
that there was no question of a Vio- 
lation of Miss Muir’s constitutional 
Granted that she might 
have been denied due process in 
the “moral sense” of the term, he 
said, there was no legal violation 
of her free speech involved. Ac- 
cording to the belief of ACLU at- 
torneys, he said, GF had the legal 
right to fire the actress as one 
of its employees. 


rights 


Chartoc-Cole Set to Roll 
With ‘Johnny Irish’ Vidpix 
Series at 8G Price Tag 


Chicago, Sept. 12 





Shep Chartoc and Don Cole, 
tele packagers, expect to. start 
shooting next week on the first 


of a series of half-hour open-end 
Screen tests for support- 
ing will be made Thursday 
(14) for the series entitled “Johnny 
Irish”’ which will be a semi-docu- 
mentary treatment of the police- 
crime format. 

Initial film will be finished about 
Oct. 1 and will carry a price tag 
of between $6,000-$8,000 for net- 
work first-runs. 

Ken Nordine is set to play John- 
ny Irish with Studs Terkel slated 
to do the narration. Script was 
penned by~ Chartoc. Using both 
studio and location shots, 16m film 
will be lensed by Alexander & 
Assocs., with Bob Longine as film 
director. 

Since setting up their video pro- 
duction shop in June, Chartoc and 
Cole have peddled three local 
shows and one net program. Web 
show, “Red Grange Predicts” 
starts on ABC-TV Sept. 21 for 
Florsheim Shoes. Co-producer on 
this venture is Ed Short, WJJD 
promotion director. 

Local shows are “Show Kids.” 
Sunday offering on 
WBKB sponsored by Mrs. Klein’s 
Potato Chips; “Danny O'Neil 
Show” half-hour weekly on WBKB 


vidpixs. 


roles 


| KFWB 


Coke’s ‘Cisco Kid’ Buy 
New Orleans, Sept. 12. 


Coca Cola Bottling Co. of Louisi- 
ana and WDSU-TV Thursday (7) 


signed a five-year contract for the | 


video adventures of “The Cisco 
Kid.” Series is slated to start in 
December. 


New contract is in addition to 
a similar one signed a short time 
ago by the Coke company. and 
WDSU for the radio series. 


Anson Off KLAC-TV 
In Program Shuffle, 


Preps Network Spot 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Bill Anson’s KLAC-TV layout 
was cancelled last week in a gen- 
eral reshuffling of the _ station’s 
schedule that found‘ the Julie 
Mitchum show, the Bobby Troup 
show, “Beauty Contest,” and a 
series of Stephen Foster films also 
falling by the wayside. 

Station manager Don Fedderson 
merely said he was cancelling An- 
son’s pact which called for the 
deejay to appear five 
nights weekly from 11 to 12 and 
from 9:30 to 12 on Saturday and 
Sunday. Anson said the parting 
was highly amicable, reporting 
that he was anxious to get out 
from under since he will 
be taking over a web show. Anson 
referred to himself as “an inter- 
loper on the wrong station,” point- 
ing out that his show was sold out 
and had a rating than 
others despite the fact that his 
time slot frequently was pushed 
around so that the teeoff came 





} ‘ 
better 


anywhere within the 11-12 period. 


Bob McLaughlin, platter spinner 
on the outlet’s AM affiliate KLAC, 
takes over the Anson spot next 
Monday (18), with Godfrey's De- 
partment Store of the air bankroll- 
ing to the tune of $2,500 weekly 


for 26 weeks. 

Of the-other programs, station 
said “Beauty Contest” was killed 
off because there just aren't 


enough good looking gals and the 
available ones travel from station 
to station, making the same cir- 
cuit the wrestlers’ do. Julie 
Mitchum show, station said, is out 
because the station had no control 
over the package and never knew 


who was going to guest or what 
would happen, while the Troup 


show and the film series leave be- 
cause of commercial commitments. 





Jack Carson Tops Talent 
At Chi TV ‘Living Show’ 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 
Third annual National Television 
and Electrical Living Show is set 
for a nineday run at the Coliseum 


a@ non-governmental loyalty re-| for the Toni Kemp Health Studio. ‘beginning Sept. 30. Entertainment 


view board, if one is set up. 


Meanwhile, members of AFRA/| Home,” 15-minute cross-the-board emcee 


are reported urging the union to) strip, just wound up a seven-week | 
| run on WGN-TY for Grand Central 


titions of the Muir incident. AFRA , Motors and is scheduled to shift 4 


take stronger action against repe- 


has taken a weaker stand against 
“blacklisting” than the Radio- 


to a new time slot for Chi Kaiser: 
Frazer dealers. 














We're proud of the successful 
company we keep on WJBK 


PACKARD MOTORS 
BIRD’S EYE FOODS 
BON AMI 

BROM® SELTZER 
CAMEL CIGARETTES 


COLGATE VEL 

CROSLEY REFRIGERATORS 
GARRETT WINES 

IPANA TOOTHPASTE 
“AFRANCE 


CHASE & SANBORN COFFEE OAKITE 
! 
Follow these leaders and boost your sales! 


WJBK-TV, a CBS 
and Dumont affiliate. 


WJBK-AM « TV-DETROIT 


NATIONAL SALES HEADQUARTERS: 488 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 22, ELDORADO 5-2455 


Represented Nationally by 





THE KATZ AGENCY, INC. 


|Third package, “Danny O'Neil At end of the exposition will be 


d by Jack Carson, who will 
share co-star billing with a female 
name singer as yet unpicked. With 
hypoed talent budget this year, 
Art Holland, of the Malcolm-How- 


_ard ad agency, who set the deal ex- 


pects the show to gross close to 
$100,000, topping last year’s mark 
when Eddie Cantor took $30,000 
as his end of the more than $80,000 
gross. 

Already set are the Honey Bros., 
tap trio, singer-comedian Tommy 
Wells and Lou Breese and his orch. 
The variety show will be presented 
three times daily during the week, 
with four shows on Sundays and 
five on Saturdays. 

Over 50 exhibitors, representing 
all phases of the radio-TV industry, 
will display their wares at the 
show. Admission to the exposition, 
including the entertainment, will 
be $1 plus tax. 





More Top Brass Changes 
Made at St. Louis’ WEW 


St. Louis, Sept. 12. 

More changes in the top brass at 
WEW, St. Louis U. station, were 
announced last week following the 
recent appointment of Daniel P. 
O’Connor, a member of the school’s 
speech department, to succeed 
Nicholas Pogliara as station man- 
ager, and Don Lochner as program 
director, both of whom resigned. 

New faces are Alan Thompson, 
senior producer of the 


ing Corp., as assistant program 
director; Glenn J. Manley, radio 
and tele writer, as salesmanager, 
and Charles M. Rogers, an instruc- 
tor in speech and drama at the U. 





of Maryland, as news director, 


shortly | 


| tor; 


western | 
division of the Canadian Broadcast- | 


BROIDY TO FILM 
| STOKEY’S ‘PANTOMIME’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Deal for the filming of Mike 
Stokey’s “Pantomime Quiz,” to be 
‘released open-end to stations 
‘around the country following its 
weekly beaming over KTTV here, 
has been worked out by Stokey 
and William F. Broidy Produc- 
| tions. 
'of revenue after Broidy has re- 
couped his production investment, 
with Stokey presenting the show 


|as a package and Broidy handling | 
/ all lensing and distribution costs. 


Globe Milling Co. has purchased 
“Pantomime” over KTTV and the 
show also beaming over the 
CBS eastern web. 

Set to appear in the first four 
shows to be filmed at Chaplin 
Studios are Elise Knox, Tom Har- 


is 


mon, Glenn Denning, Evelyn An- 
kers, Virginia Field, Beverly Ty- 
ler, George O’Brien, Marie Wind- 
sor, Fritz Feld, Paul Cavanaugh, |! 
Glen Langan, Mare Lawrence, 
| Jeanne Cagney, Lola _ Albright, 


Douglas Dumbrille and George 


McCready. 





| Kukla, Fran and Ollie « 


Take Over Atlanta As 
Part of Its Tele Week 


Atlanta, Sept. 12. 

Burr Tillstrom, Fran Allison and, 
of course, Ollie, invaded Atlanta 
Saturday (9) to be on hand for the 
city’s inauguration of Television 
Week, officially proclaimed by 
Mayor William B, Hartsfield. 

Kukla, Fran and Ollie appeared 
in Rich’s Television Center and 
were telecast on that store’s WSB- 
TV hour-long show Saturday. 
Rich’s, South’s largest department 
store, started using WSB-TV dur- 


ing the recent 37-day transit strike, | 


and results have been so good that 
they maintain a five-day-per-week 
schedule offering merchandise. 


President Richard Rich present- | 
ed Kukla and Ollie with keys to | 


| 


the city as part of the program 
and, of course, they were given 
Confederate flags, too. 

In the party flying to Atlanta | 
with Kukla, Fran and Ollie were 
Beulah Zachary, producer and 
manager of the program; Harold 


Desfor, RCA press relations direc- 
Jack Fascinato, show’s mufil- 


cal director; Lewis Gomavitz, di- 


| rector of programs; Joe Lockwood, 
| costume designer, and Cathey Mor- 


gan, secretary. 

Starting Monday (18) Kukla, 
Fran and Ollie will start a five-day 
schedule on WSB-TV. 

Last week the Atlanta Journal 
and Constitution (one ownership 
now) carried a large television sec- 
tion in honor of Television Week. 
This section and its attendant pub- 
‘licity, plus the fact that the coaxial 
cable (and the World Series) will 


be in operation come Oct. 1, has | 
boosted the sales of TV sets in this | 


locality. 
| Latest estimate is that there are 
receivers within 


now 60,000 TV 

range of WSB-TV (NBC) and 
|!WAGA-TV (CBS), Atlanta’s two 
stations. 





KECA-TV Shuns Relay 
Hoopla for Its Anni Show 


Hollywood, Sept. 12, 

KECA-TV will celebrate its first 
anniversary Sunday (17) 
. hour-long show utilizing all the 
talent currently being beamed over 
the outlet. KGO-TV, San Francisco 
ABC affiliate, also will carry the 
| program. 


Dick Woollen will write and pro- | 


| duce the layout which will make 
use of both the station’s stages, 


all its directors, and six cameras. | 


Robert Finkel will direct with Buz 
Adlam’s 20-piece orch 
ping. . 

KECA-TV_ cold-shouldered a 
plan to participate in the Sept. 15 
ceremonies opening the L. A. to 
San Francisco video relay which 
will be handled by KNBH and 


KTTV in order to present its own | 


show. 





Cincinnati— G. Gilmer Totten, 
formerly continuity editor 


Edward Hillman, formerly 
WNOP, becomes continuity editor 
at WKRC. Byron Taggart was 
jnereed occictant nrogram director 
|under Pau! Shumate, 


Deal calls for a 50-50 split | 


| Sept. 30. 


with an) 


backstop- | 


at | 
WKRC, was named assistant di- | 
rector of public relations of Radio | 
'Cincinnati (WKRC-AM, FM, TV). | 
with | 


Theatre TV For 
Chi Grid Hits Snag 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 
Balaban & Katz circuit_has had a 
block thrown at it which will cur- 
| tail its planned theatre telecasting 





| of football games in Chi houses this 
| fall. In an agreement between Uni- 
|ted Paramount Theatres, B&K par- 
ent company, and the Western Con- 
ference (Big 10), Chi chain was set 
to carry a nine-game schedule built 
around Illinois U and Northwestern 
U home games in three theatres. 
But it was learned last week that 
Northwestern has withdrawn per- 
mission for theatre-TV coverage of 
its games. 


Northwesterns refusal to go 
along with the Par-Big Ten theatre- 
TV “experiment” leaves B&K with 
only the five-game Illinois schedule. 
Circuit had originally planned to 
screen the games at three theatres 
—State Lake, Tivoli and Uptown 
but as the result of the Northwest- 
jern withdrawal, the Uptown will 
not te used. 

The athletic conference, com- 
posed of 10 major midwestern col- 
leges, last spring invoked a ban on 
_live telecasts of its football games 
and later entered an agreement 
with Par for a limited test this sea- 
son on the feasibility of theatre- 
telecasting. 3esides the B&K 
screenings, the United Detroit The- 
atres will carry the U. of Michigan 
games at the Michigan in Detroit. 

Equipment is being installed at 
the State Lake and Tivoli in prepar- 
ation for the first Dllinois game 
Admissions for the the- 
has been set at 


{}atre telecasting 


$1.20. 





‘Celebrity’ Either Too 


Loose or Too Costly 
For Kalmus Bankroll 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Everybody concerned has a dif- 
ferent reason to supply, but all 
agree that “Club Celebrity” will 
no longer be sponsored on KNBH 
by Natalie Kalmus Television. 
| Ed Scofield office, which han- 
dles Kalmus publicity and was ad 
| agency on the show, says Kalmus 
| was dissatisfied with the format 
|and that United Television Artists, 
‘which produces, refused to make 
the changes deemed necessary to 
step up the pace. * 

Kenneth Herts, UTA spokesman, 
said Kalmus backed out because it 
couldn't afford the $2,800 weekly 
nut and charged the Scofield of- 
| fice did nothing for the show, even 
| forcing UTA to write the commer- 
| Cials. 





| Anyway, UTA will package a new 
smaller-budgeted layout for 
| Kalmus. Layout will star same 
|two names which appeared on 
| “Celebrity,” but will cut down on 
| the guestar and production budget. 
| Meanwhile outfit will continue 
“Celebrity,” picking up the tab it- 
self. 


| and 




















Courtesy of M-G-M 
Now appearing with 
_DONALD O’CONNOR 
in "THE MILKMAN™ 


(Universal-international) 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
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SPA Laying Groundwork for Talks 


With Pubs on Renewal Contract 


Songwriters Protective Assn. 
.s are laying the groundwork 


ex¢ 
for negotiations with publishers | 
for a basic agreement on SPA’s | 


new uniform renewal contract. 
Copies of the contract, w hich was 
drawn up by SPA attorneys John 
Schulman and Bill Klein, are being 
sent to SPA members and publish- 
ers today (Wed.). SPA council is | 
scheduled to hold its first fall meet- 
ing Sept. 22, with bargaining pro- 
cedures the chief topic on the 
agenda. 
New renewal contract, first uni- 
form pact of its kird, differs only | 
in a few respects from the 1947 
revised contract for originals. 
Chief difference, and one which 
may be a bone of contention in 
publisher negotiations, is the provi- 


+ 





Col ‘Band Wagon’ Album 


Columbia Records will cut a 
show tune album based on “Band 
Wagon,” legit musical click of the 
early 1930's, with Mary Martin 
featured in the disk set. Top tune 


| their catalogs looking for 


' 
' 


| 
| 


toward recording standard tunes 
in the past few months has sent 
major publishers scurrying into 
songs 


i they can hand to the diskeries. 


a ] 
of the show was “Dancing In the 


Dark.” 
Album is being readied for the 
Christmas market. 


45s Plague Col 
As Plant Strikes 








sion for a mandatory sliding scale 
of royalty payments on_ piano 
copies at a higher rate than in the 
1947 original contract, 

The 1947 originals contract left 
a choice between a fixed payment 
of 3c per copy or a sliding scale 
starting at a minimum of 2/%c per 
copy for the first 100,000 copies 
sold and going up to a 5e¢ mini- 
mum for each copy in excess of 
500,000. New renewal contract calls 
only for a sliding scale beginning 
with a minimum of 4¢e per copy up 
to 100,000 copies through 7c for 
copies in excess of 300,000. 

Provision for higher royalties is 
based in part on fact that standard 
copies sell for more than popular 
editions. But along with hiked 
minimums per, copy are higher 
minimum percentages of wholesale 
prices for each 100,000 copies. 

Another important provision of 
the new pact calls for outright pay- 
ment of $100 to the writer, not de- 
deductable from royalties. Renewal 

(Continued on page 49) 


MAG WHITING, BURTON 
PART AFTER 5 YEAR 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
five-year association, 





After a 


Major part of Columbia Records’ 
production was cut off this week 
when personnel of its Bridgeport 
pressing plant walked out in what 
the company termed a “wildcat” 
, Strike. Company and union offi- 
cials were negotiating for a settle- 
ment late yesterday (Tues.). 

Walkout isn’t improving the at- 
titude of Col executives towards 
the firm’s new position in the 
speeds field, since the strike not 
only prevented = shipments of 
further “test” 45 rpm’s, but was 
reportedly caused over a dispute 
among workers turning out the 
45s. 

While the company refused to 
disclose the cause of the strike, it’s 
understood that a group of workers 
pressing 45s stalked off because 
no classification had been set up 
for the new jobs. It’s 
that the rest of the factory workers 
| followed the group. Columbia’s of- 
| fice personnel are still on the job. 

The strike, apart from stopping 
all eastern production, is deferring 
Columbia’s “testing” of the 45 mar- 
ket. After terming its initial tests 


on tw 5s in certai ‘kets | 
n two pop 45s in certain markets | promotion will be targeted at es-, 


tablishing its system as the norm | 


| “inconclusive,” company decided 


Margaret Whiting and her man-j;to release the two 45s on a na- 


xuger Bill Burton, have called it 
quits, amicably, as a result of Bur- 
ton's growing interest in radio 
packaging. Burton wants to remain 
anchored either here or in New 
York to devote his time to the pack- 
age biz while chirp felt that if he 
continued as manager he should 


accompany her on treks around the | 


country. 

Miss Whiting said she will seek 
no replacement for Burton, who 
had been her ‘manager since she 
started, drawing a flat 10° of her 
earnings. Music Corp. of America 
handles her bookings. 





Spike Jones Continues 
Sock 1-Niter Grosses 


Tacoma, Sept. 12. 
On his fall one-niter swing 
through the northwest, Spike Jones 
is continuing to rack up solid 
grosses. In Vancouver, B. C., last 


week, Jones grossed $11,000. 
Other one-niter grosses for Jones 
Were $5,100, Trail, B. C.; $6,900, 
Victoria, B. C.; $11,000, Spokane; 
$5,500, Everett, Wash., and $7,000, 
Tacoma. P 


T.D. to Take Rest 


Tommy Dorsey, currently on a 
one-nighter tour, will take a two 
to three-week vacation following a 
recording session for Decca, his 





second for the firm since switching 


rt RCA Victor, next Monday 
(18) 

Rumor was that Dorsey intended 
to disband. But Irwin Chezar, head 
of the Arthur Michaud New York 
office—Michaud manages Dorsey— 
Said the bandieader was simply 
tired and needed a rest. Layoff 
Will probably necessitate pushing 


| tional scale, and add to them an- 
‘other pop on 435, Sammy Kaye's 
'“Harbor Lights.” The first two 
/were Frank Sinatra’s “Goodnight 
Irene” and “Sometime,” 
Mariners. 
‘has delayed shipment of the 45s. 

Walkout occurred at 7 a.m. Mon- 
day (11). Little was done in the 
/way of negotiation Monday be- 
i cause of the threat of a hurricane, 
| which caused the company to close 
|its offices in Bridgeport at 3 p.m. 
| But company and machine workers’ 
Local 237 officials were in all-day 
meetings yesterday. 

In addition to stopping produc- 
tion on all 45s, strike cut short 
most of Columbia’s other output. 
, Diskery’s only other factory in 
| Hollywood is unaffected by the 
strike, but presses only a minor 
portion of the company’s records. 


RAYMOND SCOTT SETS 
~ UP OWN MUSIC OUTFIT 


Raymond Scott, 
conductor, has formed a_ music 
publishing outfit, with headquarters 
in New York. Bob Briordy is his 
general manager. Company is 
being called Gateway Music. 





First tune will be “Desire,” based | 


on Scoti’s music that he wrote for 
the Catgirl dance in Mike Todd’s 
“Peep Show,” current 
revue. 





! Ethel Smith Returns 


From Concerts Abroad 


Organist Ethel Smith returned to 
: New York vesterday (Tues.) after a 
‘three-month concert and theatre 
‘tour of Europe, England and Scot- 


‘land. She is set for a Decca wax- | 


‘ing date this week. 
| Miss Smith will 


compositions she picked up in Eng- 


While move toward waxing 
standards was initiated for the 


most part by the record companies 
themselves, it’s beginning to prove 
a bonanza for the established pub- 


| bery that’s finding it hard to get a 
| hit record. These are reaching into 


their catalogs and giving some of 


| the oldies the same treatment on 


getting plugs as most of their new 


| product. 


~ Over Job Ratings 


One major publisher, for ex- 
ample, dug through its file of old- 


| ies, picked out a couple of dozen 
and sent them to the record com- | 
The diskeries picked out | 
recorded | 


panies. 
a few they liked and 
them. Now the publisher has its 
professional copies of those few 
standards out on the counters and 


' has set record and plug campaigns 
/on the tunes. 


| Mills 
working on five of its oldies, in- |, 


reported | 


by the, 
The walkout, however, | 


the composer- | 


Broadway | 


| also prepare. 
— solo arrangements of new | 


Music, for example, is 
cluding “I’ve Got the World on a 
| String,” “Take Me In Your Arms” 
jand “Tonight You Belong to Me.” 
| Chappell has a campaign going on 
“Nevertheless,” and recently prov- 
ed successful with “I Didn’t Know 
(Continued on page 49) 


New Big Push 
For RCA 45s 


RCA Victor is readying another 
major drive in behalf of its 45 rpm 
disks this fall and winter in an all- 
out effort to spread acceptance of 
the new speed. Buttressed by the 
fact that almost 50 diskeries, in- 
cluding all the majors, are cur- 
rently pressing 45’s, Victor’s new 





for the record industry. Current- 
ly, 45’s represent about 15°, of 
| the total market compared to over 
/20° for the 33 rpm’s, with the 
| 78's still getting bulk of the trade. 
RCA’s campaign will 


Seals. Initial move in the drive 
was made recently with extension 
of the bonus record plan to buy- 


45 player. Next step will involve 


‘leases on 45 platters plus a drive 


to install the new speed in as many | 


jukeboxes as possible. Campaign 
will proceed on a month-by-month 
basis, with regular progress re- 
ports by the fieldmen to be made 
to Larry Kanaga, Victor’ sales 
manager. 

Victor cleared the decks for the 
45 rpm push during the summer 
when it inaugurated an exchange 
plan under 
liquidate dead merchandise. 


during the two-month exchange 
period. With current inventories 
in a healthy position and trade 
prospects brightest since the end 
of the war, Victor execs believe 
that retailers will latch on to the 
_45’s on the biggest scale yet. Up 
to now, acceptance of the new 
speed has been spotty on the over- 
al] national picture. 


Decca Sets ‘Guys’ 


Extending its activity in the 
show tune album field, Decca will 





wax the score of the legit musi-, 


‘cal, “Guys and Dolls,” with the 
original cast. Dave Kapp, disk- 
ery’s vice-prexy, made the deal 
with Cy Feuer and Ernest H. 
Martin, producers of the Frank 
| Loesser show, which opens at the 
46th Street theatre Nov. 9. 


} 


| Vivian Blaine, Sam Levene, Isabel 


back a projected California tour at|land for release by her publishing | Bigley and Pat Rooney, Sr., from 
company, Ethel Smith Music Corp. | the original cast, 


the end of the year, 


COME ‘N 





EW Hill 





Predilection of major diskeries | 


Grip Still Balks 


be con-. 
ducted along several fronts, cov- | 
ering both pops and longhair Red, 


ers of all equipment eontaining the. 


servicing the disk jockeys with re-, 


which retailers could, 
Re- | 
tzilers reportedly cleaned out over | 
£1,125,000 worth of 78 rpm stock | 


Album will feature Robert Alda, | 


| panies represented, 





v 


? 1 ° ' 

Decca’s 123c Divvy 

Decca’s board of directors at a 
meeting last week declared the 
regular quarterly dividend of 1242c 
per share on the company’s capital 
stock. 

Melon is payable Sept. 29 to 
stockholders of record Sept. 18. 


| ASCAP’s collection of 





Deccas Merman 





RCA Madam’ Wax 


With the Broadway opening of 


the RCA-bankrolled “Call Me 
Madam” musical set for Oct. 9, 
RCA Victor is still up in the air 
on waxing the musical in album 
form. Hitch in the disking plans 
stems from the inability to date 
to make an etching deal for Ethel 
Merman, show's femme lead and 
a Decea artist. 

Victor execs have been holding 
informal conversations with Decca 
prexy Milton R. Rackmil for sev- | 
eral months but no permission has | 
yet been granted for Miss Merman 
to appear under the Victor banner. 
More definite bargaining with 
Rackmil is set for this week fol- | 
lowing the Decca chief’s return | 
from a Florida vacation Monday 
(11). It’s understood that Decca, 


‘which recently adopted Victor’s 45 


rpm system and established a/| 
working arrangement with RCA 
for pressing of its 45 rpm disks | 
and manufacture of phonograph | 
equipment, may allow Miss Mer- 
man to etch the show tune album | 


for Victor while, at same time, 
having her record the tunes fol + 
Decca. 


Whether or not Victor eventu 
ally makes an original-cast album 
of ‘‘Madam,” it is going ahead wax- 
ing top songs in the score with 
Perry Como and Mindy Carson. 
In a similar situation involving, 
“Inside ‘U.S.A.,” Victor issued a set | 
with Beatrice Lillie and Como. 
(without Jack Haley of the original | 
cast) and skipped three songs in| 
the show while including one) 
number not in the show. 

Group of top RCA execs went 
to New Haven Monday night (11) | 
to attend the “Madam” preem. | 
Manie Sacks, RCA artists rela- | 
tions chief, and John West, Victor 
public relations veepee, saw the 
opening. Frank M. Folsom, RCA 
prexy, was prevented from attend- 
ing by pressure of business at 
Camden, N. J. 


3 N.Y, 1 JERSEY COS. 
SET UP CHI DISTRIB 


A co-op distributing venture in 
Chicago has been set up by three 
New York diskeries and one New | 
Jersey outfit. Incorporated under 
the title Record Distributors, Inc., 
new operation will be headed by | 
Monroe Passis, formerly head of 
Chord Distributors, a Chi firm. 
Passis was also, at one time, Chi 





‘sales manager for Columbia Rec- 
| ords. 
-new setup are Atlantic, Jubiliee, 


Companies involved in the 
National and Regal. Latter outfit 
is the Jersey waxery. 

Companies banded together to 
insure more intense coverage of 
the Chi territory. Group may take 
on additional companies and spread 
to other cities if the operation pans 
out. With one distributor handling 
a limited number of indie labels, | 
companies are assured that their! 
product will be pushed. Chi dis- 
tribution setup will also handle any 
subsid labels of the various com- 


q cKE AC PII f DIRS ASCAP. Film Producers Resume 


Negotiations between the Amere 


ican Society of Composers, Aus 
thors and Publishers and major 
film producers for film perform- 


ance rights will be resumed this 
week in New York. Since the anti- 
trust consent decree, which last 


spring upheld Federal Judge Vin- 


ruling against 
a seat tax 
from exhibitors, ASCAP has been 
dickering the Hollywood studios 
for performagge fees to be paid 
on an overall basis at the point of 
production. 

Reports of disturbance among 
publishers and writers over the 
delay in reaching an agreement 
with the pix companies were dis- 
counted by ASCAP execs. It was 
pointed out that negotiations were 
suspended during the summer pe- 
riod and, up to that point, the bar- 
gaining was proceeding on an 
amicable basis. Any agreement 
reached will be retroactive to date 
of the seat tax suspension. 

ASCAP is reportedly asking for 
a total of $500,000 annually from 
Metro, Paramount, Warners and 


cent Leibell’s 


| 20th-Fox, with all other film come 
‘ panies and indie producers to pay 


the Society slightly under $1,000,- 
000. That sum would be the ap- 
proximate equivalent of the annual 


'fees paid by exhibs into ASCAP’s 


kitty under the old system. In the 
event thnat ASCAP and the film 
companies are unable to come to 
terms, ASCAP could throw the 
dispute into the laps of the federal 
court for settlement. ASCAP execs 
would prefer making a deal direct- 
ly with the film companies. but are 
confident they could get an equal, 


,if not a better, contract through 


a court settlement. 


FAIN-HARBURG MAP 
PUB CO. FOR MUSICAL 


Sammy Fain and E. Y. Harburg, 
who.will collaborate on tunes for 
this season's upcoming Broadway 
musical “Flahooley,” are planning 
to form their own publishing com- 
pany as a subsidiary of Chappell 
Music to handle the musical’s score. 
Chappell, which handles most of 
the Broadway show scores, has set 
up similar pub firms for other top- 
flight composers. 

Harburg and Fred Saidy have 
written the book for ‘“Flahooley,” 
which will be presented by Cheryl 
Crawford on Broadway in Novem- 
ber. Burton Lane was originally 





‘slated to do the score. 





ILGWU Cutting Songs 
To Promote Membership 


International Ladies Garment 
Workers Union, which has previ- 
ously gone into film and legit pro- 


duction, is now entering the ranks 


of diskmaking. Union last week 


‘cut a series of organizing songs 


with singer Joey Nash fronting a 
40-piece choir of singers from the 
union. First album was recorded 
at the union’s FM station, WFDR, 
ie + 

ILGWU plans to use this series 
at its meetings initially, but may 
package them for public sale if 
union’s response warrants it. 





Herman’s 1-Niter String 


Woody Herman orch has been 
set for one week at the Boulevard 
Room, Queens, N. Y., starting Sept. 
26, followed by two months of one- 
nighters in the east. Band then 
plays Vogue Terrace, Pittsburgh, ~ 
week of Nov. 20. 

Band is currently in for two 
weeks at the Meadowbrook. Cedar 
Grove. N. J. Grou, just finished 
a one-nighter tour through Texas. 








Happy Goday, president of 
Goday Music, last week returned 
to his Coast homeoffice for a SiX- 
week stay. Until his rcturn to 
New York, Benny Ross is in charge 


‘of the N. Y. office. 


TOSUBMIT OLDIES Talks This Wk. on Performance Fees 
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Band Reviews 


RALPH FLANAGAN ORCH (15) 
With Hope Zee, Harry Prime 
Hotel Statler, N.Y. 

Ralph Flanagan’s orch is current- 
ly paying off on a big part of the 
bright hopes that attended its for- 
mation a little more than six 
months ago. If it has failed to 
engineer the revival of the dance 
band business, as projected by the 
heavy RCA Victor promotion cen- 
tering around Flanagan, this band 
can’t be criticized for not trying. 


WOODY HERMAN ORCH (15) 
With Pat Easton 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 
A striking example of the pre- 
dicament facing some of the swing 
band veterans is afforded by the 
Woody Herman orchestra, which 
is currently playing a two-week 
stand at Frank Dailey’s Meadow- 
brook. Having first found that the 
public had bypassed jump music, 
Herman turned to the “progres- 
sive” style, only to find that was 





It now looks as if that ballyhoo 
overreached the parr of any 
band in this er More to the | 
point, however, Flanagan’s orch | 
has succeeded in becoming one of 
the standout musicrews around. 


Still working in the general 
yattern of the late Glenn Miller | 
nand, which seems to have hyp- 


notized the new crop of commercial 
bands, Flanagan is now operating 
on a longer leash from the master’s 
influence. Without indulging in 
the experimental, the band is play- 
ing with a facility and independ- 
ence that mark the development oi 
a personal style. That style is 
becoming increasingly evident with 
the outfit’s progressive integration 


of its sidemen. 
With good effect, Flanagan has 
become adept at mixing up the 


reeds-on-top style with sharp and | 
more colorful brass orchestration. | 
For the ballads, the five-man reed | 
section, with its pair of clarinets, 
is placed in the foreground for the 


clean melodie line.” Flanagan is 
giving almost equal accent to 
rhythm numbers in which the | 


seven-man brass section, although | 
often muted, supplies a contrast-| 
ing drive, <A firm’ three-man} 
rhythm section underlies all the | 
arrangements to supply that | 
smooth tempo absolutely necessary 
for any dance band. | 

Flanagan has also broken down | 
the band into a couple of smaller 
combos for a variety and flexibili- 
ty of numbers. Hitching on to the | 
Dixie kick, he has set up a unit, | 
comprising piano, drums, _ bass, 
tenor sax, trombone and trumpet, 
that can beat out the standards on 
the solid two-beat. Flanagan is 
also using a rhythm trio, with his 


: ro | 

» piano at the center, for the chile | 
numbers, and it’s here that Fla- 
nagan’s keyboard style is show- 


cased to best advantage. The band- 
leader also gets colorful effects 
with one-finger piano solos on 
occasion against full-band orches- 
trations. Flanagan’s library cuts 
across the full range of standards, 
pops, Latin-American numbers and | 
old and new jump items. 

Hope Zee, recently added as} 
femme vocalist, has a good style} 
mostly used for rhythm numbers 





like “Chattanoogie Shoe Shine} 
Boy.” Low mike level on opening | 
night (11) sometimes made her 


projection unequal to the band. 
Harry Prime continues to do a) 
solid job in his ballad vocalizing. | 


Herm. 


| into 


| cially 


a momentary fad. Now, he’s at- 
| tempted to commercialize his band 
| somewhat, but a reluctance to part 
from his old stylings makes the 
attempt a half-hearted one at best. 


Realizing that he has to play for | 
Herman has developed aj} 


dancing, 
book which 
current pop 


the 
ar- 
are 
style 
a 
short 


includes most of 
faves. But his 
rangements and musicians 
more attuned to the jump 
than the commercial, and 
dance band the group falls 
of the mark. 

Tempos 


as 


are not entirely suit- 
able for dancing. Arrangements 
are excellent for listening, 
for terping. And the sidemen, 
who. incidentally, are one of the 
youngest crews on the road, are 
good on jump numbers but 
ratic on commercial tunes. 

instrumentation breaks 
three rhythm, four saxes, 
trumpets and three trom- 
bones, with Herman alternating 
between alto sax and 
Rhvthm and saxes are well-drilled 
and steady, but trombones are 
weak and trumpets erratic. Brass 


down 


four 


lis strong on the rhythm numbers, 


on slower tunes the trumpets 
seem to get together, espe- 
when using mutes. 

Herman, of course, remains one 
of the top swing clarinetists, and 
his sax and clarinet work on pops 
is good. But as a whole the band 
needs a lot more work and a com- 
plete reshuffling of its books. Band 
should cut down on the number of 
jump tunes, and should get more 
commercial-type arrangements of 
its pops. 


but 
can’t 


Vocals are handled by Herman 
and Pat Easton. Herman is excel- 
lent on both rhythm and ballads. 


Miss Easton, who sang with Gor- 
don Jenkins some time ago, 
a fresh appearance and delivers 
okay renditions of the pops. 

Band does a show which features 
some of the old Herman recordings 
and backs Rosemary Clooney in 
her nitery debut (New Acts). Visu- 
ally, it’s an excellent aggregation. 
As a theatre band, it’s okay in its 
present form, but drastic changes 
are needed for it to compete as a 
dance band. 

Biz on night caught (8) was ex- 
cellent. It was the first night the 
house was open to the public 
since it shuttered at the begin- 
ning of the summer. Band opened 
the night before to a private party. 

Chan, 





Eckstine-Shearing 


Set for Carnegie Hall 


Eckstine-George Shearing 
begins a 


Billy 
Quintet package, which 
tour of 37 one-nighters Friday (15), 
will go into Carnegie Hall, N. Y., 
for one performance Oct. 11. 

Tour tees off at Shrine 
torium, L.A., 
phony Hall, Boston, Oct. 22. 


Feather Gen’! Mer. 


Audi- 





Of Mercer Records | 


Leonard Feather, jazz critic and | 


composer, has been named general 
manager of Mercer 
label recéntly launched by Mercer 
Ellington, Duke Ellington’s 
Feather will also be manager of. 
Tempo Music, Duke Ellington's | 
publishing company. 


Feather, recently returned to ac- | 
tivity after being seriously injured 
in an auto accident nine months | 
ago, is also working with Ellington | 
on radio-TV show scripts. 





Powell on Columbus Stay 


Teddy Powell orch has been set 
for three weeks at the Deshler- 
Wallick hotel, Columbus, O., start- 
ing Sept. 25. Unit closes at the 
Roosevelt Grill, New York, Sept. 
23. 

Band, which went into the Roose- 
velt ona six-week date with options, | 
will have played 12 weeks, longest 
stay for any summer replacement | 
band in the room's history. 





Connie Haines, among the first | 
singers to record for Coral when 
it was formed two years ago, has 
been signed to a new longterm | 
contract. 


| 


and ends at Sym-| 


Records, new | 


but not | 


er- | 


clarinet. | 


Lives | 











LORRY RAINE 


“STRANGERS"’—(London Records) 


Lorry s echo-haunted 
No. 1 selling rec 
New est releuse 
London 
—‘ Music, 
were the 
tunes, 


“Strangers” 
rd on London, 
coming up on 
by Lorry is “Harbor Lights” 
Maestro, Ple: Hers 
first revival sides on both 


is 


ise. 


TIM GAYLE 


Publicity—Song and Record 
Exploitation—Management 
Shelton Hotel, New York 17, N. Y. 








Abstract-Design Pix 
As Advance Plugs 
For Kenton’s Tour 


Sept. 12. 
Series of abstract-design films is 
being mulled by 


Hollywood, 


television and theatre trailers to 
plug his next three-month cross- 
country tour which tees off Jan. 15. 
Batoneer is huddling with John 
Whitney, abstract-design film pro- 
ducer, about the possibility of syn- 
chronizing a series of non-subjec- 
tive designs to one of 
musical arrangements. 
Plan is to make 
minute trailers which could be of- 
| fered to video stations and a one- 
reeler to be offered gratis to the- 
| atres in towns which do not have 
television. Number of stumbling 
,blocks remain to be worked out, 











Doris Day: “Orange Colored 
Sky’-“A Load Of Hay” (Colum- 
bia). “Sky,” a standout tune, gets 
a firstrate treatment by Miss Day, 
backed by the Page Cavanaugh 
trio. On basis of this cut. plus the 
King Cole-Stan Kenton version for 
Capitol, number should rocket to 
top of the hit lists. Flipover has 
a pleasant lyric, based on a famil- 
iar 
by Miss Day. 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 





melody and rendered brightly | 


Ella Fitzgerald-Louis Armstrong: | 





| Little Dream of Me” 
| of 


| gerald 


Stan Kenton for | 


“Can Anyone .Explain’-“Dream A 
(Decca). One 
cuts of “Explain” is 
up here, with Miss Fitz- 
pairing with Satchmo and 
both vocalling in good form. Side 
could have been better if the mid- 


the best 
dished 


way comedy talk had been omitted. | 


Standard on the reverse has a 
superlatively duetted passage that 
should rate plenty of jock and 
juke spins. Armstrong’s 


sharp | 


trumpet is up front of Sy Oliver’s | 


orch. 

Hugo Winterhalter Orch: “Mr. 
Touchdown, U.S.A.’-""The Red We | 
Want Is The Red We've Got” (Vic- | 


tor.) “Touchdown” is a new pop peg- 
ged to the fall football season and 


stirs memories of such numbers as | 


“Betty Co-Ed” and other 
the raccoon and 


tunes of 
hip-flask era. 


Winterhalter gives it a rousing try | 


in attractively snappy tempo. Bot- 
tom deck in a similar-tempoed in- 
terpretation of the patriotic song. 
Orch and chorus blend vigorously 
on both sides. 


Jack Pleis Orch: “Time Alone 


'Can Heal A Broken Heart’-“What | 


|}usual run of pops. 


Kenton’s | 


several three- | 


Is There To Say” (London), “Time 
Alone” is a worthwhile ballad, 
with some intriguing musical fig- 
ures that set it apart from the 
Pleis orch and 
it competently 
solo treatment might 
commercial 


chorus handle 
though a 

have more 
ities. 


the standard a warm, listenable in- 


| terpretation. 


_one-fingered keyboard 


but Kenton hopes to distribute the | 


pix in advance of his playdates. 
Since none of these pix would be in 
the nature of a commercial plug 
for the concert, it is hoped the 
gratis offer will be snapped up by 
program hungry video outlets. 
Kenton also considered a plan to 
screen some of these expressionis- 


tic films at the concerts, synced to | Petite 


the actual playing of the band, but 


Bill Snyder Orch: “My Silent 
Love’’-“Choppin’ Up Chopin” 
(Tower). Having clicked with his 
revival of 
“Bewitched,” Snyder is now giving 
“My Silent Love’ the same kind 
of treatment. Both numbers are 
equally good but whether the mar- 


| ket will absorb this followup is a | 


| it 


| 


Jocks, however, will find | 
program fare. 
okay syncopation of 
theme. 

Lombardo Orch: “The 
Waltz’ -“Harbor Lights” 


Lots of wax has been put 


question. 
solid 
has some 
longhair 
Guy 


a 


(Decca). 


has decided against it on the theory |on “Waltz.” a three- -quarter time | 


that his audience wants to hear | 
— and not watch film. 


| bardo could be the one to push | 


instrumental, but this cut by Lom- | 
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it over. It’s a colorful side abetted 
by some. attractive zither-like 
sounds and the twin pianos. It 
stands up under repeated spins. 
Lombardo’s version of “Lights,” 
now getfing a revival, is also tops, 
Kenny Gardner, neatly handling 
the vocal. 

Jan Garber Orch: “Daddy’s 
Little Boy’-“Longing” (Capitol), 
Garber gives a good Lombardo- 
like slice of “Daddy's Little Boy” 
but this tune is faulted by too 
great a similarity with “Daddy’s 
Little Girl.’ Roy Ross orch also 
gives an okay version of the same 
tune for Coral. Garber’s cut of 
“Longing” is pleasing. 

Tommy Dorsey Orch: “Opus 
Two”-"T. D.’s Boogie Woogie;” “So 
Long Sally’-“You’re Not In My 
Arms Tonight” (Decca). Dorsey's 
initial sides under the Decca ban- 
ner contain some solid swing 
standards from the _ bandleader’s 
library. “Opus Two” and “Boogie 
Woogie,” both instrumentals, have 
a hard-driving beat under the 
cleanly orchestrated sounds. Other 
two sides are in a sweeter vein 
with Johnny Amarosa handling the 
vocals competently. All good jock 
and juke sides. 


Jan August: “Where Do I Go 


From You"-“Deep Night’ (Mer- 
cury). “From You,” a fine tune 
stirring increasing attention, gets 


an interesting arrangement on this 
side with Jan August's fine key- 
board work in the foreground to- 
gether with the good, but less in- 
teresting vocal by Henri Pierre. 
Reverse is an excellent version of 


| the standard with a choral group 


possibil- | 
On the reverse, Pleis gives | 


and Pierre handling the vocal and 
August maintaining his usual 
standards. Harry Geller’s orch 


qj. | turnishes a fine framework. 


Snooky Lanson: “You Wonder- 


ful You"-“Honestly, I Love You” 
(London). Lanson continues to 
register on straight pop. tunes. 


“Wonderful,” from the Metro pic, 
“Summer Stock,” is simply and 
effectively crooned. “Honestly” 
also gets another strong side with 
Lanson backed up by Jack Pleis 
orch and chorus. 





| 


} 


Don Cornell: “Au Rev oir 
Again”’ -“A Whistle and A Prayer’ 
(Victor) ‘Au Revoir, recently 


launched again after fading three 
| years ago, gets another fine cut 
by Cornell although not quite as 


Flipover | effective as Mitch. Miller’s orch 


and choral version for Columbia. 
Cornell's style is more comfort- 
able on “Prayer,” a bouncy item 
with an uplift lyric. Bob Dewey’s 
orch, formed under the Victor 
aegis with Dewey Bergman baton- 
ing, supplies excellent back- 
grounds with reeds-on-top orches- 
trations. 


Platter Pointers 


In conjunction with the Colum- 
|bia_ promotion centering around 
Andre Kostelanetz’s 10th year with 
the company, diskery has issued a 
12-inch long- playing disk featuring 
the maestro playi ing Irving Berlin 
tunes. It's a big slice of Ber- 
liniana, comprising 19 of the com- 
posers’ most memorable hits and 
served up with Kostelanetz’s bril- 
liant arrangements ... RCA Vic- 
tor has packaged a fine three-disk 
set in which Perry Como sings a 
brace of religious songs . Three 
Suns also have a good Victor al- 
bum of hymns ,. . Red Norvo trio 
has a solid instrumental of “Night 
(and Day” for Discovery . Terry 
| Shand orch has a good side in ey | 
|Wouldn’t Touch You With a Ten 
Foot Pole” (King)... Ken Griffin 
| delivers an okay organ solo on 
“Stardust” (Rondo) . Curt Mas- 
sey’s | version of “Frosty the Snow- 
man” rates attention in the juve 
market (London) . On the same 
label, . Charlie Spivak delivers 
nicely on “Three Little Words” 
oa Dinah Washington has a fine 
disk in “Why Don’t You Think 
Things Over” and “How Deep Is 
|the Ocean” (Mercury) ... Ralph 
_Flanagan has made a solid cut of 
his theme song, “Singing Winds,” 
.for Victor... The Mariners have 
interesting Sides in ‘“Minnequa” 
‘and “Beyond the Reef” (Columbia) 

. Lester. Lanin orch registers 
brightly on “The Cake Walk” 
(Coral) ... Danny Kaye has some 
cute juve items in “Tubby the 
Tuba Song” and “Popo the Pup- 
pet” (Decca) ... On the same label, 
Ethel Smith at the organ and the 
Bando Carioca give a solid rendi- 
| tion of the bolero, “Catana.” 

Standout folk, western, jazz, re- 
ligious, polka, ete.: Jake Vaughan, 
\“*Why, Oh Why, Oh Why” (Decca) 

. Roy Byrd, “Her Mind Is Gone” 
| (Mercury) i . Ozie Waters, “If 
(Coral) 
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Inside Orchestras—Music 


“You Wonderful You” seems on its way toward becoming a standard 
for weddings, according to reports from Boston. Miller Music, which 
publishes the “Summer Stock” (M-G) film score, in which the song 
appears, is in receipt of a letter from bandleader Ruby Newman's 
office asking for orchestrations and copies of the tune. Seems brides 
like the sentiment expressed in opening lines of lyric: “I’m glad I met 
vou, you wonderful you.” 
~ Song, incidentally, was written by Harry Warren, Jack Brooks and 
Saul Chaplin. Score for the rest of the film, except for the standard, 
“Get Happy,” was written by Warren with lyrics by Mack Gordon. “You 
Wonderful You,” however, was written toward the end of the pic’s 
shooting, and Gordon was unable to do the lyric, with the :esult that 
Brooks and Chaplin were brought in. 





Music publisher Jerry Vogel received some long-overdue recognition 
for his work in collecting and sending shipments of candy to needy 
youngsters, 1 a piece in Sunday’s (10) New York Times. According to 
the story, Vogel has been conducting his candy campaign for the past 
30 years, and figures he’ll have shipped 400,000 parcels by the end of 
the year. 

Story also notes Vogel’s 40th year in the music business since his | 
start at the age of 13 with the Plaza Music Co. Piece also refers to his | 
headquarters, and his Cohan Room and Bayes Room, named in honor of 
George M. Cohan, whose songs Vogel publishes, and the singing star, 
Norah Bayes. 








Guy Lombardo, who mixes batoning with boat racing, had a narrow 
escape in the around-Manhattan Harwood Trophy race Sunday (10) in | 
which his entry, the twin-engined Delphine X, came in fourth. * | 

Behind the wheel for the first half of the race, Lombardo was forced | 
to give up the driver’s seat when his goggles were ripped away and his | 
eyes were being spurted with oil. He changed places with Horace E. | 
Dodge, 3d, who was riding with him, while the boat was doing 60 miles 
an hour. Lombardo, riding in an unfamiliar boat, was unable to find 
the mechanic’s spot and was forced to sit precariously for the rest of | 
the race. 





One of the most unusual credit lines is that listed by Shapiro-Bern- 
stein on its sheet copies of “Blue Night’ and “Love at Sundown.” 
Across the top of the front page is the line, “Written by His Majesty 
the King of Thailand.” Music is listed further a. having been written 
by Bhumibol, King of Thailand, lyrics by Chakraband and N. Tongyai. 
Both songs were picked for Mike Todd's “Peep Show,” but only one, 
“Blue Night,” appears on the program. 





Current trend of religious mustc emerging in bestselling pop lists | 
has cued publication of a religious song by Albert Von Tilzer. Song, 
“A Prayer to Saint Christopher,” is his only new work published this | 
year, his 50th in the music business. Actually, it was written in 1948 
wifh Harry MacPherson, but wasn’t issued before. Broadway Music, 
his brother Will’s firm, publishes. Initial recording is by Tommy |! 
Tucker on M-G-M. 


Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


Survey Week of September 1-7, 1950 


The top 30 songs of the week (more in case of ties), based on 
the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular 
Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of 








5 Inc., Dr. John G, Peatman, Director. Alphabetically 
tsted. 

A Little Bit Independent ....... Cee ee nay eee ee BVC 

All RY DiW@. . c4c%sasas 08s bees te se ees awakes Mills 

Bewitched . 100600054 6080080866 00.0666 60 5 eee 
DOGRROLETS TUS 4 os vb eceeiedececcescdeaveses Acuff & Rose 
Can Anyone Explain .......... MTTrITTeTT TT ett Te 

Care Wee Bee Be IPO R i oko wkcssccdysenccsccess sce 

Count Every Star ....... eters bs $as- 4:9 Sb OS 418.0 6 ee 

Daday's LIGG Boy... 6s iewes bob bebhueensesevees tee 

Don't Rock the Boat Derr ........ sb ceebedeseescs Ee 
Erenm 2 Laie Dréten OF Mick ccccccccsctccses Words-Music 
Golden Sails On A Sa Of Blue ..........+055+.+-Goday ; 
COOGEE TTORE .. wok foc cece TYTTIVTCT TT TTiTe. = cy | 
Home Cookin’—j“Fancy Pants” .......e+e.+e+e0++-Famous | 
FIOGIIIOOPIIOO «42 civics evs we ovcntesesdecesones MEE | 
ioe 2 2... ree oneebedcedcss¢ Mee 

I Didn’t Know What Time It Was..... ctcecocesce CARE 

I Don’t Care If the Sun Don’t Shine ..............Famous 

I Love the Guy (I Love the Girl) ........... ...... Shapiro-B 

hh  § = < Free vere eo er Supreme } 


I'll Always Love You—}“My Friend Irma Goes West’ Famous 


PR 4 5 Ra ety Pee ee eee Harms 
ee nk do ae hess bes bd ewee eke ....- Robbins 
es Se elas vbied eee: 


eoeee- Paramount 
coos e Gnappell 


Mona Lisa-——t“Captain Carey, U. S. A.”...... 
Nevertheless—"}Three Little Words” ....... 


Play a Simple Melody ...............+. SS 
i. Re ae Teer eT eT ete eT eS, 
i US eee ae. Serer Peer e reer rr se 
rt rr oerrerrre ereeeer 
Third Man Theme—i“Third Man” ............... Chappell 


eeeese- Paramount 


Why Fight the Feeling—?“Let’s Dance” .... 





The remaining 20 songs of the weeR (more in case of ties), 
based on the copyright Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popu- 
lar Musie Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office 
“1 Research, Ine., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. Alphabetically 
isted. 


All Dressed Up To Smile .......+eeee0. o00e eens sae 

Beloved Be Faithful ........ eeeeee ‘makes ... Leeds 

3 2 eee cekemetiness 00060064000 

CAmecineees Remains Pig .wnccccccvcescccceces ..-.-Old Hickory 
Daddy From Georgia Way ............-.+-+ss0es .. Life 

Darn It Baby That’s Love—*Tickets Please” .....Chappell 
Friendly Star—t“Summer Stock” ..........eeeee8: Feist 

SS SN 8 a ee cs oh unin end bebae 08 oeees » eIES 
ES ST ae er rerere 6 ilebewss 6o peel 
Honestly I Love You .............. Peet | 
I Didn’t Slip I Wasn't Pushed I Fell.............. Remick 
S Me Ge Oh EE % cane ccccvstoacee ceceeecccess - aeNe 

If You Were My Girl ...........-.0. obececcceaes cee 

Bae I oh og teicnecbsdccvessege Campbell 


Let's Choo Choo Choo Idaho—t“Duchess of Idaho”. Robbins 








My Foolish Heart—i“My Foolish Heart” ...... Santly-Joy | 
we in 3 eer 0 04 oe 0 oe 

Old Piano Roll Blues............-e0. .6ndns acess) cee 

Our Little Ranch House ........... c:nhsetssoises eee 
Our Very Own—“Our Very Own”..... OP ee wee Spitzer 
SOURIS nk cg kscc cectcesssves verre erre et) Knick’b’ck’r 
Sweetest Words I Know ..........--- ee ee oe Life 
Tonight Be Tender To Me ........-+.-sseeeeeeees Life 

You Wonderful You—i“Summer Stock” ..........Miller 
————— 

t Filmusical. * Legit musical. 








| associates 
| weeks. 


omy. 
Truman, Local 802 board supported 


vious 
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Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Sept, 2) 
London, Sept. 5. 
Bewitched ... Sterling 
Silver Dollar....... Pie Music 
My Foolish Heart Sun 
Blackbird Box & Cox 
Daddy’s Little Girl Yale 
Sentimental Me...Cinephonic 
Have I Told Youw:...<..Leeds 
Be eye ..,. Connelly 
Sam’s Song..... ..... sterling 
Once in a While....... Magna 
Remember Cornféelds Arcadia 
If I Loved You Williamson 


Second 12 


Let’s Do It Again Lennox 
Candy & Cake ; Dash 
Quicksilver . .... Morris 
Your Heart, My Heart Wright 
Piano Roll Blues Leeds 


Mona Lisa........ New World 
Oh, You Sweet One Southern 
Tzena Tzena Tzena ....Leeds 
Me and Shadow ,.D: @ & 
Jealous Heart New World 
Two on a Tandem....Kassner 
Ashes of Roses...... Connelly 








Blues to Begin 
Local 802 Drive 


The’ electioneering campaign 
within New York Local 802, Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians, is 
slated to be launched formally by 
the incumbents’ 
next week with the convening of 
the administration caucus which 


| will draw up the slate for the De- 


cember balloting. 


Chief question still before the 
Blue ticket leaders is the status 


of Local 802 prexy Richard Mc- | 


Cann. McCann to date has kept 
strictly mum about reports of his 
withdrawal from the Blue Ticket. 
He reportedly has not fully made 
up his mind about resigning but 
his decision ‘will be given to his 
within the next two 


Blue ticket leaders, meantime, 
are planning a counterblast against 
the opposition Unity group, which 


jumped the campaign gun several | 


months ago with the nomination 
of William Feinberg, former exec 


secretary of the local, as.its stand- | 


ard-bearer. Silent up to now on 
Unity’s charges of administration 


inefficiency and laxity in face of | 
the unemployment situation, the) 
administration is expected to point | 
to a series of favorable contracts | 
negotiated during the past couple | 


of years while, at the same time, 
blasting Feinberg’s record as an 
alleged “employer's man” since 
leaving the union. 


Administration leaders are al- 
ready utilizing the Korean war sit- 


uation as an opportunity to de-| 
clare their loyalty to the Govern- | 


ment while fighting to maintain 
labor’s share in the national econ- 
In a statement to President 


the action in Korea but came out 
in opposition to a wage freeze and 
urged the President to use war 
profits as the main source of rev- 


enue. 


Billy Daniels Clicko 





Cues Apollo Reissues 


In line with the current succéss 
of Billy Daniels at Riviera, Fort 
Lee, N. J., Apollo Records is re- 
releasing two of the singer’s plat- 
ters. Diskery claims the demand 
for Daniels’ records has increased 
considerably as a result of his 
present engagement and his pre- 
stand 
reissuing 


Record company is 


'“Bla@k Magic,” backed by “Love’s 


a Lovely Thing,’ and “Diane,” 


, backed by “Butterfly.” Tunes were 


waxed about three years ago. 


‘Daniels, no longer with Apollo, is 
‘not signed with any record com- 
pany at present. 








Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Mona Lisa” 
Retail Sheet Best Seller 
“Mona Lisa” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Goodnight Irene” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Goodnight Irene” 


Best British Seller 
“Bewitched” ~~ 


Blue ticket late | 


at Cafe Society in) 
| Greenwich Village. 


Music Pubs Slant Sheet-Sales Drive 





Duchin’s In & Outer 





_tered the Memorial Hospital, N. Y.., 
| over the weekend following a short 
_furlough. Maestro, who is under- 
| going treatment for a heel ailment, 
has been taking periodic respites 
from the imstitution. 

A string of hotel dates sched- 
uled for Duchin, 
poned for the time being by Mu- 
sic Corp. of America. 





Bourne Caught Short 
On Spier Hits After 
Merger of 2 Firms 


Merger of Larry Spier, Inc., and 


the Bourne organization short of 
copies of Spier’s two current hits, 
“Just Say I Love Her” and ‘‘Watch- 
|in’ the Trains Go By.” In the 
|case of the latter, ABC was not 
|able to prepare professional cop- 





ies until early this week. 
“Trains,” written by Tot Sey- 
mour and Al Goodhart, was in the 


early stages of printing when Vic-| 


tor’s Perry Como version was re- 


leased last week. Tune caught on | 


quickly and the firm found itself 


and retail copies came off the 
presses early this week. In the 
case of “‘Love Her,” ABC is pre- 
paring a new edition which will 


bear the ABC imprint, rather than | 
“Love Her” had | 


Larry Spier, Inc. 
caught on earlier, and Spier was 
able to get out his own edition, but 
there had been no printed copies 
of “Trains” till this week. 

| Bourne, incidentally, is riding a 
‘crest of hits with Spier’s two new 
tunes and two oldies that original- 
| ly were in the Irving Berlin Music, 
|Ine., catalog that Bourne took over 
| when he split with Berlin to form 
his own firm. They are “Strang- 
ers” and “Music, Maestro, Please.” 
'Both tunes were started on their 
revivals by singer Lorry Raine, 
who recorded them on the Uni- 
versal label. The disks were pick- 
ed up by London Records, with 
“Strangers” the label’s current 
bestseller. “Music, Maestro, 
Please” was subsequently record- 
ed by Frankie Laine on Mercury 
and Tony Martin on Victor, Lon- 
| don picked up the Universal disk- 
ing a couple of weeks ago. 

Two songs had been available in 
standard copies only. Revival cued 
Bourne to publish new popular 
editions at lower prices than the 
standard editions. 








| 
} 


LORRY RAINE TO DISK 


FOR LONDON RECORDS 


| London Records has signed Lor- 
ry Raine to an exclusive one-year 
pact on the strength of the singer’s 
disks for Universal, small Chicago 
indie. Under the pact, London has 
options on the 12 disks she’s cut 
for Universal, of which London has 
already picked up six. 

Contract also allows the singer 
to continue to reeord on the indie 


label, since London has an agree-” 


ment with Universal whereby it 
picks up all disks whose sales hit 
the 5,000 mark. Bill Putnam, Uni- 


versal prexy, helped start the con- | 
tract negotiations which were han- | 


dled by the singer’s husband-man- 
ager, Tim Gayle. 

Miss Raine’s “Strangers,” origin- 
ally cut on Universal, is currently 
London’s top seller, and prexy 
E. R. Lewis is releasing it on Brit- 
ish Decca, London parent label. 


Benzell, Drake to Be 
Teamed by Decca 


Mimi Benzell, operatic soprano 
recently inked by Decca, will be 





initial recording date on an album 
of tunes from “The Vagabond 
King.” 

Miss Benzell, meantime, opens at 
the Hotel Pierre’s Cotillion Room, 
/N: Y., Sept. 19, for eight weeks, 
, plus a four-week option. For the 
first time the Pierre will tack on a 
'$1 couvert on Friday-Saturday. 


‘ 





| Bandleader Eddy Duchin reen- | 


has been post- | 


with back orders for 5,000 sheet | 
copies before the first professional | 


paired with Alfred Drake in her | 


At Radio and Television Plugs 


ot 
v 


Music publishers’ public. rela- 
ticns committee, formed with the 
help of composers a couple of 
months ago to boost copy sales, 
has mapped a three-pronged pro- 
gram to stimulate interest in sheet 
'music. Push has been slanted at 
| video and radio plugs for the pub- 
lishing industry plus the utiliza- 
| tion of vocalists for counter deme 


onstrations in leading retail out- 
| lets. 

Charles Tobias, vice-prexy of 
ithe Songwriters Protective Assn. 


}and member of the indusirywide 
{promotion committee, has format- 
ted a video show, tentatively 
‘titled “Songwriters on Parade,” 
on which the nation’s top 
cleffers would make guest 
shots. Program has been designed 
not only to plug sheet music but 


Saul Bourne’s ABC catalog, caught’ t¢ produce some of the revenue 


|for the p.r. committee’s future 
operations. Ted Cott, program 
| manager of WNBC and WNBT, 
N. Y., NBC radio and video flag- 
| ships, has already agreed to co- 
operate with the committee in 
presenting the program. 
Promotion of copy sales on ra- 


| dio will revolve mainly around 
enlisting disk jockey support. 
'Dave Miller, WPAT (Paterson, 


N. J.) jock, who has been conduct- 
ing a one-man campaign on his 
programs in behalf of sheet music, 
will act as spearhead of the drive 
to encourage other d.j.’s to spiel 
for public support of the publish- 
ing industry over the air. Third 
project involving use of vocalists 
in music stores now hinges upon 
Salary 


|solution of the vocalist 
problem. 





eens Pubs - 
Converge on N.Y. 


British and Continental music 
| publishers converged on New York 
| this and last week in their periodi- 
|cal visits to American publishers. 


|Chief purpose of their visits is to 
| exchange tunes—assign American 
| rights to British songs and secure 
| British and European rights to 


| 


| American-originated tunes. 


| In New York at present are 
| John Firman, managing director 
|of Feldman & Co., Ltd., who ar- 
rived yesterday (Tues.); Ed Kass- 
|/ner and Sidney Bron, partners in 
| Kassner Music, Ltd. (Bron also 
|owns his own orchestration serv- 
| ice); and Jack Denton, managing 
director of the Continental branch 
of Francis, Day & Hunter and 
European agent for Robbins Music 
;}and a number of European firms. 
_Denton headquarters in Paris. 


Kassner and Bron arrived last 
| week with some 60 British-copy- 
|righted tunes they hope to place 
with American pubs. They have 
already picked up three American 
numbers for publication in Eng- 
land: “Bonaparte’s Retreat” and 
| “M-i-s-s-i-s-s-i-p-p-i” from Acuff- 
| Rose and “American Beauty Rose” 
‘from Jefferson Music. In addition, 
, they’ve secured British rights to 
the score of “Gentlement Prefer 
Blondes” from J. J. Robbins & 
, Sons. Pair will stay another five 
| weeks, 


Denton arrived this week and 
will stay for 11 days, headquarter- 
,ing at Robbins Music. This is 
| Denton’s first visit to America in 
,12 years, and a good deal of his 
time will be spent renewing con- 
‘tacts here, He’ll also try to place 
and secure tunes. Firman arrived 
, yesterday aboard the Queen Mary, 
‘and will be in New York for es- 
| sentially the same purposes. 


| While the four publishing reps 
| are in town, Irwin Dash, who sold 





‘his interests in his British firm, * 


| Irwin Dash Music, Ltd., to his 
| partner, Reg Connelly, last May, 
' will huddle with them and Ameri- 
'ean pubs on possibility of setting 
‘up a brokerage service which 
would do essentially the same 
| business for which they are now 
here. Dash, an American, Was In 
partnership in the British firm for 
18 vears until selling out. and re- 
‘turned to New York only a couple 
of weeks ago after travelling 
throughout the U. S. 
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Orchestra 


FIRST RELEASES 
“SO. LONG SALLY” 


coupled with 


“YOU'RE NOT IN MY 
ARMS TONIGHT” 


DECCA 27210 and DECCA *9-27210 





“T.D?s BOOGIE WOOGIE” 


coupled with 


“OPUS TWO” 


DECCA 27211 and DECCA *9-27211 
*INDICATES 43 RPM VERSION 
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On the Upbeat 


New York 


Art Valando, new Barton Music 
part-owner and general profession- 
al manager, back to Coast home- 
offices after two weeks of business 
in N. Y.... Met Opera star Mimi 
Benzell signed to three-year Decca 
contract . .. Connie Haines an- 
nounced engagement last week to 
test pilot Maj. Robert M. De Haven 
... Buddy Basch will handle east- 
ern record promotion for Spike 
Jones and Helen Grayco .. . Fol- 
lowing three weeks at the Warwick 
hotel, Philly, Milton Saunders orch 
returns for a third season at Tav- 
ern-on-the-Green Oct. 4... Bernie 
Mann and Mitchell Ayres orchs 
due to appear at North Shore hos- 
pital benefit at Roosevelt Raceway 
Sunday night (17), along with 
Perry Como, Dinah Shore, Guy 
Lombardo, others ... ex-vaudevil- 
lian Fred Lightner now a deejay 
at WEOL, Elyria, O. Elliot 
Lawrence into Circle theatre, In- 
dianapolis, week of Oct. 5, then 
to Riverside theatre, Milwaukee, 
week of Oct. 12... Celebrity Club, 
Providence, R. I., inaugurating 
name band policy, with Cootie Wil- 
liams teeing off. 


Chicago 
Natt Hale, Columbia Records 


flack, to Bridgeport for confabs ..., 
Dick Bradley, Tower Record top- 
per, to New York on business... 
WENR disk jockey John McCor- 
mick cut side for London last week. 
Jock gabs to musical background 

. Eddie Howard on one-night 
tour after closing Aragon Sept. 26. 
Orchster has two weeks already 
set . Announcer Mal Bellairs 


| has taken over WCFL’s 11:30 p.m. 


to 12:30 a.m. cross-the-board 
deejay show from downtown Inter- 
mission restaurant. He replaced 


Bennie Dunn... . Chirper- film 
actress Janis Paige slated for 
Oriental theatre Sept. 21... 


Jimmy Dorsey cut two sides for 


| Columbia, “Sirroco” and “Some- 


(Continued on page 49) 
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' the vocal group, to break her con- | 


|} Swope, demanding $100,000 from 
‘each, was filed Monday (11) in 
| N. Y. supreme court by Joseph De- 
| siderato, director of Four Jacks 
and a Jill. 


| Desiderato claims that Shaw per- 


i! suaded Miss Swope, a member of 


tract to sing for his band. 





| 


Danny Vaughan Inked 


| To Exclusive by Coral 
Danny Vaughan, English singer 
who recently arrived in the U.S., 
| has been inked to an exclusive pact 
| by Coral Records, Decca’s subsid. 
Vaughan, who formerly conducted 
his own orch on a British Broad- 
casting Co. radio show, will be 
built as a singing-bandleader by 
Jimmy Hilliard, Coral’s artists and 
repertory chief, 

Vaughan will cut his initial sides 


for Coral this week with a studio 
dance band, 








New York last week. Made at the 
studio of photographer Gjon Mili, 
picture was financed, and is owned, 
by Jazz At The Philharmonic, Inc., 
|and was produced by Granz with 
| Mili directing. It hasn’t been de- 
cided yet whether short, shot 35m, 
will be made available for theatri- 
cal distribution or television. A 
similar type short, employing 
JATP members, was made by War- 


TO RECORD FOR RCA RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS am | 
Fritz Reiner, chief conductor at 
the Metropolitan Opera House, 4 5 y 

N. Y., and former Pittsburgh Sym- 5 ~ 3 - 
phony maestro, was signed by RCA VARIET _ FA B 2 3 
Victor last Friday (8), and prompt- Survey of retail disk best yi ai2 OO] . - 3 
ly set for his first recording as- sellers, based on reports ob- as 3 Olalsltlals Pp x 
signment. Distinguished maestro tained from leading stores in a\l¢ elt 2 3 3/Pi¢i- ~ T 
will start soon on an album of 12 cities and showing com- e é 2 H/o) & =loOje4 8 &| 0 
highlights from Johann: Strauss’ parative sales rating for this oD 4 S si\flPlm@laial @ a T 
“Die Fledermaus.” Reiner formerly and last week. 21 § 8 ee an S| 3] s 3 2/8! A 
recorded for Columbia. ES Sic isis I 2 3 & = 2 ~ L 

He’ll use an all-star Metopera e 7 = i a 4 5 ] = 2 4 4 » 
cast, including Rise Stevens, Pat- National Week Ending BI ri s oO | 3 1@ Ino | ni 3 < | 8 4 
rice Munsel, Robert Merrill, James Rati syaa8! ii Baigiels I = | | Ss ls 
Melton and Jan Peerce. Robert sities Sent 8 ~ ei Sisieli# is S = e;s & I oN 
Shaw will direct the chorus in ° e 4 ee | = | .& “e 1 2 | = | oe | | T 
support. Reiner will use the RCA This Last : ols 2}; 9 | 7 | | Bis o =. E A | 8 
Victor orchestra. wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title Z!'O! mm! | all a LIin! an 71 o.l mw 

——— aed me NAT “KING” COLE (Capitol) . 
Rickwick Rediscovers 1 2 “Mona Lisa”—1010 10 2 F te is 8 US Se 
Aas ~ G, JENKINS-WEAVERS (Decca) ‘ 
‘An Old Friend’ (It Hopes) 2 1 “Goodnight Irene”—27077 Seo ae oe 

Pickwick Music is launching an ——————BING-GARY CROSBY (Decca) s 
» maar oo ppc ay Alec’ Wild a 3 3 “Play a Simple Melody"—27112.. 4 .. 1 2 .. 6 6 2 2.4. 9 9 58 

our-year-old song by Alec Wilder sonemmemmcnnmanetigns onrames nt — 

: in i FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury 

that it rediscovered in its catalog P= ie Pcie ace”—5458.. 2 .. 8 3 45 5 7 43 
recently. Pickwick is contacting «SAD thet oe a 
male vocal groups, barbershop NE Mat en : 

quartets, schools and singing So- 3° 5 “La Vie En Rose —20-3819 oe 7 3. 2 3 10 8 5 39 
cieties to plug the song, a tavern- BING-GARY CROSBY (Decca) . A f 
type affair called “An Old Friend 6 4 “Sam’s Song”—27112. seeeeeeees GOD 2 3 2 35 
Is the Best Friend.” : ———— {MES BROS. (Coral) : 

Song ig W ages a: 1946 as 7 6 “Can Anyone Explain’—60253... 5 4 4 6 2 33 
something of an offhand effort of eens rn +. —— 

Fj . PATTI PAGE (Mercury) j 
Wilder, was picked up _by Pick- 8 17 “A My Love’—-5455 ee 4 1 7 7 25 
wick and then forgotten. The Mari- —————FENKINGIAWEAVERS (De vy 
ners did it recently on an Arthur G. JENKINS-W EAV ERS aa P . ‘ . 24 
Godfrey show, and the same group al 11 ‘Tzena, Tzena, Tzena "—270% , D 
is doing a Columbia recording of KAY STARR (Capitol) 
the song. 10 8 “Bonaparte’s Retreat’”—936 vee ‘55 Ok de S10 I 3s 6 22 

Pickwick is printing new editions JO STAFFORD (Capitol) 
for male quartet, male trio and 11 7 “No Other Love’—1053......... 9 5 9 4 17 
piano and voice, and may put out a “ "VIG DAMONE (Mercury) 
en a 12 13 “Vagabond Shoes”—5429 ........ 9 5 7 12 

ia BILLY ECKSTINE (M-G-M) ‘ ‘ sa 
m4 13 “cd “My Destiny’—10684 
Form 2 Pubberies ; DEAN MARTIN (Capitol) : 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 14A 16 “Ill Always Love You”’—1028 ewe oe . ee ieee eo eer eee 9 

Two new pubberies have been 3 SUNS-L. GREEN (Victor) 
formed by Jack Perrin and Henry 14B “Jet”—20-3834 ........-++++-++> 2 9 
tee oeeeen SAMMY KAYE (Columbia) | 
ee eee 15A 13 “Harbor Lights”—38963......... 3 8 

Sunflower debuts with Tear re 

, Drops on the Roses,” written by _ RED FOLEY (Decca) - 3 8 
ly “in Carson and Johnny Lang, 1 9B io “Our Lady of F atima "—14526 ‘ee e-* *- e- e 
while Ivy’s leadoffs will be ‘Halls FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) - ; P 
of Ivy” and “Drink, Drink, Drink,” 15C “Dream a Little Dream”—95458 oe ee 3 
the latter tied in with the Ronald _ DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
Colman radio show “Halls of Ivy” 16A “Darn That Dream”—38887...... .. .- ++ __--. 4 7 
(Schlitz Beer). ~~), HAYMES-A, SHAW (Decca) 
Se 16B 16 “Count Every Star”—27042 9 6 7 
: fo st. JO STAFFORD (Capitol) 
For Christmas 16C “Simple Melody”—1039 ..... caex : z 
C-H-R-I-S-T-M-A-S ANDREWS SIS-G. JENKINS (D) 
16D .. “Can't We Talk It Over”—27115 . 4 7 
and DENNIS DAY (Victor) 
THE MERRY 17A 18 “Goodnight Irene”—20-3870..... to ie ll 6 
TONY BENNETT (Columbia) 
CHRISTMAS POLKA 17B “Our Lady of Fatima”—38926 ... .. .. .. «. 5 a ae ah ae ee 6 
. % 1 2 3 4 5 
For the Winter Season THREE LITTLE SOUTH PACIFIC | ANNIE GET YOUR | YOUNG MAN WITH! HARMONY TIME 
FROST j F I V E T O P ston Broadway Cast GUN - a Meg ox The Chordettes 
Hollywood Cast : . James-D. Day ‘ 
THE SNOWMAN ALBUMS M-G-M pein a oa Columbia Erna 
M-G-M53 WOO “uray C198 
coor Se ees eee mae SP Y- 516 ML4180 E-509 CL6106 C201 
America’s Next Big Ballad! Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
(Based on Points Earned) 
4é No. of | No. of 
Label : Records Points | Label Records Points 
MED . Sci aGesslessadundedsas 7 223 Es 64.5 454-4 49 6-0 baws 6 SRR 1 33 
er rere ee eee 5 144 COMMIS 4650060008 tewewe vais 3 21 
77 | OLE OCT 4 Oe FOOD as 6440445 0005-00.00 cera 10 
Victor . oS 54 
French Title "Bolero" a ; mee . 
a NIELS5 | ' : 
Widely Recorded— F< nat aii Artie Shaw, Singer |Granz Completes 
Program Now! os oe ogi ae | Jazz’ Film Short 
g ° formed Gospel quintet, has been | Sued for Pact Breach pee hong 
MILLS MUSIC. INC signed by Apollo Records, N. Y. two-reeler built around Nor- 
: sé ; : : Damage suit against bandleader |™an Granz’s “Jazz at the Philhar- 
1619 Broadwa New York 19 Vocal group is headed by Jackie | 8 . | ie” trot Ra leted i 
Y Denials |Artie Shaw and singer Terry | monic” trofipe, was completed in 


ners in 1944. A one-reeler, it was. 


‘labeled “Jammin’ the Blues.” 

Granz’s regular JATP group is 
featured. Artists include Coleman 
|Hawkins, Ella Fitzgerald, Flip 
Phillips, Buddy Rich, Harry Edi- 
son, Roy Brown, Hank Jones and 
| Charlie Parker. 


{ 





| Gainsborough Music, Ine. has 


been chartered to conduct a music | 


with capital stock of 100 shares, 
no par value, Directors are Ber- 


nard L. Miller, Morton Miller and 
Gerald L. Miller of N. Y, 








publishing business in New York, | 


NEW REVIVALS 


‘Exactly Like You’ 


“You’re a Sweetheart’ 
ace 
Standards by 
Jimmy McHugh 














ALL MATERIAL READY 


“NORTH POLE TOWN” 


A Real Xmas Jingle 


Records by RCA 
Available in 45 and 78 RPM 


Prof. Copies and Orks 
WIRE OR WRITE TO: 


BURNETT, LTD. 


Saranac Lake, New York 
(SOLE SELLING AGENTS) 
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| 
——_—_ VARIETY . | 
Survey of retail sheet music e >| Bis € | 
; 5 aS) 3) 
sales, based on reports obtained o Bla] oS - 
from leading stores in 12 cities E a % Gla 7 
and showing comparative sales sje lei/sisi2 v = r | 
: ; sSi2!3 0 1 pa a! £ ‘ 
rating for this and last week. be > E2leig 2iliegia |sgio 
=e |e/|f z2\|e&iloa | 5 216 3 T 
o | 2 Elwitlse:o/8/ al & 5 
2ZIiSsi/Sisl/SiealizlieZi sl Siaia 
Bees ele els | 8) Slat 
© | at r ° 6 i | Cc S ‘oO 
naioa Week Ending = /3/2/7/3/8|° =|2/2/4\ 3! 
Rating #1 ./8/Slal/eiBi elioOl|gis| gio 
Sept. 9 SSF ele El a gi size! 3 
pt. SIS Slee Els Zigl8]3) és) 
This Last 7 ts aie | 2 2/\% si\eigiq 
wk. wk. __Title and Publisher zliS/5 HiG|SiAIS| ES 2/2/8 
1 1 “Mona Lisa” (Paramount). ieee Si awe -« 2 | - 4 > oe 
2 2 “Goodnight Irene” (Spencer)... .. es © Cs ££ 2-5 a Ss 5 Se 
‘34 “Simple Melody” (Berlin)... ..... 43 2-3 1 63 243 48 ® 
4 3 __“Sam’s Song” (Sam Weiss)....... 2 6 es £4.98 £€ Ft tt SS 
5 13 “Can Anyone Explain” (Laurel).. .. .. .. 4 oe Ss a ee wt ee 
6 8 “Bonaparte’s Retreat” (Acuff-Rose) 6 5 .... .. 8 7 8 10. 4 29 
7 _6 _“La Vie En Rose” (Harms)....... ae i, SE ae EE OR ORE 
8 5  “®zena, Tzena, Tzena” (Cromwell) 7 .. 8 .. 6 9 5 10 6 26 
9 15 “All My Love” (Mills)........... JP, seer 6 : 2 24 
10 11 “Count Every Star” (Paxton)... .. 8 7 ee wid 7 [ae 
11 9 “I Wanna Be Loved” (Supreme). . 8 10 9 5 10 6 9 20 
12 7 “Bewitched” | Chappell). | Cities ne 9 i! ve ij 18 
13A_10 “Third Man Theme” (Chappell).. 10 10 6 .. 9 5 9 ee. 
13B 12 “Our Lady of Fatima” (Robbins). .... .. 2 7 See 
14 .. “Stars Are Windows” (Pickwick). ........ 7 mea 10 
+> 
Steele’s Switch | 
| re 
Ted Steele has changed the name | SPA Contract On the Upbeat 
of his new publishing firm to Ted i Continued from page 43 Continued from page 48 


Steele Music Co. after it was found | 


that the original name, Plaza Mu- 
sic, conflicted with that of another 
firm. 

Change has been okayed by the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, of which 
the firm is a member. 
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Disk Jockey Reviews 


CHEZ SHOW ° 
With Myron Wallace and Buff Cebb 
90 Mins.; Tues.-thru-Sun., 11:30 


p.m. 
Participating 
WMAQ, Chicago 

Radio actor Myron Wallace and 
wife Buff Cobb team in a jockey 
stint from the Sapphire Bar of the 
Chez Paree. Two telephones to in- 
duce chatter from listeners, a vast 
amount of crosstalk between the 
pair, and interviews with promi- 


!nent elbow-benders are all com- 


bined with«an occasional platter to 
round out the show. Outcome, how- 


ever, is gabheavy, with little or no | 


pacing. 

Show is launched with topical 
question posed to the listener, fol- 
lowed by program theme, which 
makes for nifty opening. From that 


point on teeoff fails to fulfill prom- | 


ise. Program could be greatly im- 
proved were Wallace 


instead of pursuing small-talk to 
the yawn-point. 

Approach of both is deliberately 
informal, both striving for a do- 
mestic approach and using simu- 
lated husband-wife breakfast-table 
squabbling, which seems a bit out 
of place in the nocturnal surround- 
ings. Possibly the greatest aid 
to the pair would be to employ 
more music to break the gab. Six 
or seven platters used are far be- 
low what this type show requires. 
Pair, however, give 
background to numbers they do 
play, all of which are _ geared 
either oldie or hep-wise. 

Wallace, who sports an excellent 
radio announcer’s voice, seems 
hindered in making the _ grade 
toward required casualness, and 
Miss Cobb, on the other hand, 
would do well to control a pro- 


and Miss | 
Cobb willing to cut the irrelevance | 


some good | 


clivity toward giggling, and might 
strive for better modulation. Com- 
mercials, which are on participat- 
ing basis, are worked in extremely 
well, slipping in occasionally un- 
der the guise of regular was 
el. 


GARRY STEVENS 

30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 9 a.m. 
Participating 

WGY, Schenectady 

Garry Stevens, one-time vocalist 
with Tex Beneke and other name 
bands, spins records smoothly on a 
summertime stanza via WGY, in 
addition to emceeing an evening 
television show over WRGB. Un- 
j\like a longer program he _ pre- 
|sented for sometime over WROW, 
Albany, Stevens does no warbling 
| here. 

Veteran comments _ authorita- 
tively about records, singers and 
orchestra. His is more of a shy 
personality than is usually noted 
'with disk jockeys; Stevens notice- 
|ably expands when an announcer 
joins him for a minute of kidding 
'or of news bulletining. Oddly, 
| one of Garry’s best bits is reading 
| baseball scores of the night or day 
before, Eastern and Canadian- 
| American leagues being included. 
| Style is informal, individualistic 
and sure. He might speak up and 
out on the musical introductions, 
/some of which begin to drop into 
'a mumbling, Spot announcements 





are chiefly transcribed although 
|Stevens handles nicely an oc- 
Jaco. 


casional live message. 


Abbey Sets Hillbillies 
Cay Long and his hillbilly baed, 
|seven pieces, has been signed by 
| Abbey Records, N. Y. 
Group headquarters in Alabama. 














'form also calls upon the publisher 
'to exploit the songs, and guaran- 


first two years of the contract for | 


fest the writer at least $150 for the | 


the song renewed. If the $150 is | 


|not attained in royalties, the pub- 
| lisher must furnish the difference. 


Contract also provides for renewal | V 
I | weeks, followed in turn by George 


|of a number of the writer’s songs 
on the same_ contract, 
there must be a separate contract 
for each original. 


whereas | 


| Silhouette here thru Sept. 24... 


Negotiations for a basic agree- | 


ment, under which all entering into 
the agreement would use the stand- 
ard renewal contract, will be be- 
tween SPA and Music Publishers 
Protective Assn. and_ individual 
| publishers. One demand SPA will 
make is the right to countersign 
every contract. SPA already has 
this right under the basic agree- 
ment for the 1947 revised originals 
contract. The writers’ group re- 
gards this right as a protection for 
the writer, since in countersigning 
each contract it examines all pro- 
visions of the pact. 


. Standards 


Continued from page 43 


What Time It Was” 
witched.” 

Words & Music has “I Still Get 
‘a Thrill” and “Dream a Little 
Dream of Me.” Miller Music is 
| working on “Rain,” and Feist has 
a campaign on “At Sundown.” 
‘Bourne is plugging “Are You 
Lonesome Tonight,” while ABC is 
pushing “I Hadn’t Anyone Till 
! You.” Remick is working on 
“Can't We Talk It Over,” and BVC 
is pushing “A Little Bit Indepen- 
' dent,” 

Just how long the situation will 
continue is a moot question. Some 
artists and diskeries say it will go 
‘on till they get better songs. Most 
publishers take the position that 
as business improves for the record 
‘companies, they'll begin to loosen 
up and take their chances with 
new material instead of following 
a conservative line with the stand- 
ards. 
In the last analysis, everyone 
agrees that it’s up to the public. 











and “Be- 








Top Songs on TV 


(Alphabetically Listed) 
Week of Sept. 1-7 

(Basea on copyrighted Audi- 
ence Coverage Index and Au- 
dience Jrend Index, published 
by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 
John G. Peatman, director.) 
Hoop-Dee-Doo ....... . Morris 
I Cross My Fingers ...United 


7 


I Wanna Be Loved ..Supreme 
Stars, Stripes ..Church—H&R 
Thrill Is Gone ..... Crawford 


5 Top Standards 
Anchors Aweigh ..... Robbins 
D’kt’n Strutters Ball... : Feist 


Army Mr. Jones .......Berlin 
oo i ee C. K. Harris 
Why A Tee 


| 


| 


| 


thing In My Dreams.” Latter is old 
tune by Dorsey and Jimmy Van} 
Heusen, which 
here ... Henry Busse into Rainbow | 
ballroom, Denver, Oct. 11 for one | 
week ... Nadine Jansen into Blue | 
Note, Chi, Sept. 22 for two weeks. | 
Red Norvo follows Oct. 6 for two! 


Shearing for two weeks Oct. 27... 
Herbie Fields held over at Club 


Jack Staulcup pegged for Heidel- 
berg hotel, Jackson, Miss., Sept. 16 
for 2 month... Gordon Jenkins 
guested to a cocktail party by 
Decca at the Ambassador. . . Chick 
Kardale, music rep here, returned 
from visit to New York... Benny 
Strong inked for Aragon Nov. 7 
or seven weeks... Chuck Foster 
to Statler hotel, Buffalo, Nov. 14 
for two weeks. He precedes at the 


gets first cutting | § 





= % |) 


cord 
; report 


AND FORECAST OF TOMORROW'S SONG HITS 


“SLEEPER 
OF THE 
WEEK” 


"A cinch to 


* 


V CAN’T SEEM TO LAUGH ANYMORE 


(Capitol) release. 
the Week," tune and artist receive one of 
the most glowing reviews ever noted. 





(Dreyer) — 
Clinch with music ops and 


fans," says Cash Box of Johnny Parker's 


Selected "Sleeper of 


* ¥ * * * 


But nobody knows for sure. | 


Statler in Washington Oct. 30 for 
12 days. Lawrence Welk orch fol- 
lows on Nov. 13 for two weeks... 
Victor Lombardo to Baker hotel, 
Dallas, Nov. 17 for a month... 
First jazz concert on Civic Opera 
House docket slated for Oct. 1, 
when Billy Eckstine and George 
Shearing kick off. 


Hollywood 


Johnny Green tossed a going- 
away party for Andre Previn, first 
member of the Metro music de- 
partment to get into uniform. 


Previn was assigned to the 40th 
Infantry Division and hied off to 
Camp Cook . Matty Malneck 
orch moved back into Ciro’s, re- 
placing Dick Stabile . Walt 
Heebner, ex RCA Victor Coast top- 
per, became Spade Cooley’s mana- 
ger. Four members of the latter’s 
crew, incidentally, departed over 
the weekend, including Stan West, 
Billie Strange and Fred Love. 


Pittsburgh 


Bill Bickel borrowed Jimmy Con- 
fer, Baron Elliott’s vocalist, for 
four of the six sides the Bickel 
Trio just waxed for Coral. Marty 
Faloon has replaced Pat McCauley 
on guitar with threesome... 
Victor Lombardo orch opened at 
Vogue Terrace Friday (8) .. 
| Louis Armstrong combo went into 
Bill Green’s Monday (11) for a 
| week ... Tommy Carlyn band hit 
ithe road again after four months 
of solid bookings in their home 
territory . 
| for one-nighter at Vogue Terrace 

Sept. . 22 . Organist Everett 
Hayden had option picked up 





again at Hotel Sheraton Lounge.. , 


Joe Sudy’s orch back to William 
| Penn hotel’s Terrace Room Sept. 
| 29 to reopen spot after summer- 
long shutdown... Dom Trimarkie 


. Ted Weems booked | IMPRESSIVE V 


CHRISTMAS \/ 
HIT 


| “BULLSEYE” V 


HEALTHY V 
TUNE 


“VARIETY” V 
RAVE 


STRONG V 
“MUST” 





| Trio ends four-month run at Con-'! 


| tinental Bar Sept. 28 ... Electro 
| Tones into Cinderella Room of 
| Beverly Hills (Cal.) hotel . . . Billy 
| Sagone, local singing saxman with 
| Teddy Phillips band, does the vocal 
|.on Phillips’ new London record 
release, “‘Nevertheless.” 


i 
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ey 


FROSTY THE SNOW MAN (Hill & Range)— 
First release of a long line of top discs 
features Harry Babbitt (Coral) on this 
Christmas ditty. Billboard rates it high. 
One of the heaviest exploitation cam- 
paigns in music history is behind this 


tune. 
* ww fF Ff F»:..@ 


BLUE CANADIAN ROCKIES (BMI Canada, Ltd.- 
Golden West Melodies)—Cliffie Stone's 
(Capitol) release earns the Cash Box 
"Bullseye of the Week." Tune is headed for 
top attention with Gene Autry (Columbia) 
and Stone discs getting the big play. 


* & 8 &. £2. A 


KEEP YOUR EYES ON THE STARS (Campbell) — 
Switch in music publishers (from Gala to 
Campbell) is aheaithy sign for this bright 
tune. Jan Garber (Capitol) started this 
one off. Look for a flock of other top 
artists to latch on, too. 


* @ -® 2 @- 7% 


HE CAN COME BACK ANY TIME HE WANTS TO 
(Johnstone-Montei)—Variety finds Eve- 
lyn Knight's new disc "a fine, slow 
rhythm item... to break fora hit." 


* &¢ #2 #,. @ * 


CINCINNATI HIT PARADE (Doraine) —- Bill 
Franklin (Abbey) scores ae powerful 
"Bullseye of the Week" from Cash Box 
(Sept. 2). Backing is THAT OLD TIME 
LOVIN', another definite "must." 

* * * * * * 


I NEED YOU SO (Hill & Range)—Don Cornell 
with Hugo Winterhalter's orchestra (Vic- 
tor) gives an impressive performance of 
this Blues ballad. Billboard rates it 


among “Tomorrow's Hits.” 


Broapcast Music, Inc. 


580 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 19, N.Y 
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Hadacol s Talent Spree Pays Off 
By Hiking Product Sales 33,000,000 


Ft. Worth, Sept. 12. 

Hadacol Caravan, which extend- 
ed its tour here Thursday (7) after 
Dallas booking, which was to be its | 
final stand, played to over 25, 000 | 
pecple. Carmen Miranda, Burns | 
and Allen, and Chico Marx, plus | 
Roy Acuff and Minnie Pearl were | 
held over for the date. Senator | 
Dudley LeBizne, prexy of the com- 
pany, bought up all available time 
on radio and tele pounding home 
240 spots in the 24-hour period, 
plus hiring stunt aeroplanes, two- 
p2ge spreads, and having 15 clowns 
and calliopes ramble through the 


sircets to ballyhoo date. 


ita week one-nighter tour 
wich swept the. south and south- 
weet expended over $200,000 for 
tclont. originally slated for about 
$°9.000. Headliners, Mickey Roo- 
nv and Connee Boswell, left the 
s-ow last week in Hcuston. Total 


of the trip ran close to $500. 


co"! 
0°). Over 275 people were used 
o> tour, with 65 salesmen of Hada- | 


col briefing territories on product 
a «eek in advance of the show. In 
th» 21 davs, company racked up 
$3.900,000 worth of business. Medi- 


cine firm is now doing $22,000,000 
in sales in 22 states, mainly in the 
south. 

Senator LeBlanc, flushed with 
his suceess, will move into the 


northern markets, and will reinsti- 
tu'e the Caravan spending $1,000,- 
0°O on a similar extravaganza with 
































Foner being the first town to be | 
booked. Show will start in mid- | 
| November and changes will be 
made after the Detroit date; Michi- 
gan city being used as test area. 
Rooney and the other stars will be 
used on the northern stint if they 
are available, with other names 
added to the group. LeBlanc is 
purchasing a train of 20 cars, three 
to be used as entertainment par- 
lors; he spent $2,500 for a lunch 
for dealers in Houston last week. 
In addition to the passenger sec- 
tion, 20 freight cars will be used 
as well as buses, trucl.. and planes. 
Show 
men, being televised in several 
cities and with the news and pic 
service feeding 450 papers daily in 
additions to the newsreels and 
coverage by Look. 

Plan for new Caravan will be for 
a route to follow salesman in towns 
where product has been intro- 
duced. Eventually, show will cover 
the entire nation. Le Blane expects 
that total volume of biz for his 


product will exceed $50,000,00° by | 
1951 with about 10° of | 


the end of 
the budget going to advertising. At 
present, Hadacol is the second larg- 
est advertiser, first in ratio of sales, 
in the south, expending close to 


$3,000,000, mostly in radio. Only 
Coca-Cola exceeds this budget. 
Sales have increased 1,000% over 


last year. 
Sid Epstein of the Chicago Wil- 














| Havana-Madrid, N.Y., To 


Reopen Under New Met. 


Lewis Louis, operator of Cafe | 
Society Downtown, has taken over | 
the assets of the Havana-Madrid, 
'N. Y. Spot is expected to ‘aie 


| around Sept. 28. 


| 





carried full crew of camera- | 


Policy of the spot is still to be 
set, but it’s fairly certain that the) 
Spanish motif will continue. 


SEE SHOWDOWN 
‘THIS WEEK ON | 
BENEFITS 


A two-front battle on the benefit 
question is,in the works for this 
week in New York. The American 
Guild of Variety Artists. which 
some months ago withdrew from 
Theatre Authority, is preparing for 
what may be a showdown with the 
rest of the 4A affiliates on whether 
the AGVA formula of paying per- 
formers one-seventh of their reg- 
ular weekly salary is a solution to 
the free-show problem. 

Displays under attack are the 
N.Y. Daily News “Harvest Moon 
Ball” promotion at Madison Square 
Garden tonight (Wed.) and the 
Roosevelt Raceway, Westbury, L. 
I.) show for the North Shore Hos- 
pital Fund Sunday (17). 

In the case of the ‘Harvest 
Moon,” the 4A’s says that no per- 
mission was granted by Theatre 
Authority for that show. This pro- 
motion, a festival of tyro terpers, 
will have such top name talent as 
Bob Hope, Martin & Lewis, Vaughn 
Monroe, Dinah Shore and the 
Szonys getting $500 each. AGVA 
regards this as sufficient payment. 
On the other hand, 4A’s feels that 
this kind of coin for top names is 
insufficient, and doesn’t represent 
their true worth. The 4A’s is seek- 
ing to classify this show as a 
benefit. 





Donated Names 

the Roosevelt 
Raceway show, the campaign com- 
mittee has already signed a TA 
contract and has lined up a series 
of top names to include Frank 
Sinatra, Dinah Shore, Perry Como, 
Tex McCrary & Jinx Falkenburg, 
The Hartmans, Sid Caesar, Robert 
Merrill, Ginger Rogers, Gloria 
Swanson, Faye Emerson, Gypsy 
tose Lee, Morey Amsterdam, Mor- 
ton Downey, Paul Winchell, Skitch 
Henderson, Gladys Swarthout, 
Romo Vincent, Jan Murray, eed 


In the case of 


| others. 


‘revolves around the 


Murray and Vincent are sa 
performers; others contribute their 
services. The question in this show 
4A°S conten- 
tion that performers working here 
will be under the auspices of one 
of the affiliates other than AGVA. 
Thus Sinatra, Como, Shore or oth- 


|ers will come here under sanction 
of the American Federation of | 
Radio Artists or the Screen Actors 


| Guild, Actors Equity or the Amer- 


}iecan 


| 


p= liam Morris office is already set- 
ting the talent for the next swing 
and Hendrick and Towner, Hous- 
ton Caravan advertising agency, is 
setting the ad campaign. 
THE UTMOST IN . ‘ 
CROBATIC DANCING | Sinatra’s Non-Appearance 
Booked Solid At Mpls. Fashion Expo 
This Year : 
ee May Cue 2506 Suit 
siateinnngg Minneapolis, Sept. 12 
EDDIE SMITH AGENCY ee ee 
1560 B'wa New York Cit Two breach of contract suits 
Yr Y totalling $250,000 are _ being 
JUdson 6-3345 readied against Frank Sinatra and 
Se —— —— his agency, Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica, because of Sinatra’s failure 
pancers to appear at the National Fashion 
sing young show, Sept. 5-7, at the Minneapolis 
captiv? Auditorium under auspices of the 
National Apparel Shows, Inc. 
GEORGIA | Sinatra was slated to arrive in 
town, last Tuesday (5) but sent 
word ahead that illness would pre- 
anh vent his appearance. Milton Berle, 
who was signed at $15,000, carried 
Cc + on the show without him. Sinatra 
urrently , was to have gotten $10,000 for his , 
BILTMORE HOTEL = 
Show’s promoters allege that an 
Los Angeles anticipated gross of $65,000 dip- | 
ped to $15,000 because of Sinatra’s 
= absence. It’s claimed that since 
COMEDY ROUTINES this was to be the first of an an- | 
nual series, prestige was hurt an) 
ae oy ae additional $100,000. A second suit 
2 Twelve-Min. Comedy Routines — for $100,000 is being readied by 
—1-Two-Hour Gag-Packed Satire— Jay Lurye Enterprises of Duluth, 
$3, LIMITED TIME ONLY which hooked the talent. Luyre | 
firm claims that failure of Sinatra | 
alli Ml to show at the event damaged its 
12 Liberty Street Troy, N. Y.p prestige with other promoters. 
- = ——— 


The Tate oe the bis 


ARCY 


§ LOEW 


BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL ~. a OFFICES ; 


LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 
160 W. 46th ST., N.Y. C. * JUdson 2-2000 





J. H. LUBI 


N GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT so0oxine manacer 


| 


|up the talent, 


Guild of Musical Artists. 
AGVA, on the other hand, feels | 
that the variety format used at the | 
Raceway automatically puts the 
| display under AGVA’ jursisdiction. | 
|Henry Dunn, AGVA’s national ad- 
'ministrative seer etary, declared 
that acts working here without 
AGVA’s sanction will be put on the | 
unfair list and will be pulled fr om | 
subsequent paid shows. Dunn is! 
meeting with Alan Correli. TA’s | 
executive secretary, tomorrow | 
(Thurs.) in an effort to arrive at a} 
solution. 

Milton Krasny, 
Corp. veepee, 


General Artists 
in charge of lining 


with Dunn, 
at a solution. 


but had not arrived 





The four-hour long event at the 
| Raceway, 
|}a committee which 
|Crary, CBS board chairman Wil- 
‘liam S. Paley, Loew’s, Ine. presi- 
jdent Nicholas M. Sehenck, Perry 
Como, and Harry Link, profes- 
sional manager of Leo Feist. Lat- 
ter, who was instrumental in get- 
ting the donation of the racetrack 
for that evening, is also having a 
hand in the production of the 
benefit. 





Ditson Joins Green Agcy. 


Lenny Ditson last week resigned 
from the Miles Ingalls N. Y. office 


ee 
He’ll work under Larry Gengo 


that agency and will double into 
video, 





has been closeted. 


is under the auspices of | 


includes Me-| geath, she feels she has the proper | 


to join the Leonard Green Agency, 


in the theatre and cafe dept. of | 


Mae West's Nifty Deal on Las Vegas 


| 





| 


By Fire, Damage at 100G 


| Asbury Park, N. J., Sept. 12. 
The Ross-Fenton Farms, 50-year- 
old nitery near this resort, 


. zed j 
'Ross-Fenton Farms Ra | $1,000 weekly, plus an additional 


‘Diamond Lil Casino; 1G Wkly for 5 Yrs. 


Las Vegas, Sept. 12. 
Five-year contract calling for 


| $1,000 per week for 60 days a 


was | 


|year, has been signed by Mae 
| West to cover her participation in 


swept by a fire which caused $100,- | “Diamond Lil’” casino which M. A, 


|000 damage last week. 


| The cafe was one of the best | | Schwartz, 
fesee in the area and during its | $1,000 weekly is for 


heyday earned healthy amounts be- 

cause of its casino adjunct. Spot 
= name talent when the green- 
|felts were operating. 





Skater’s Testimony 


Helps in Manslaughter 
Rap in Fatal Boat Ride’ 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 12. 


|in town or not. 
ithe 60 days each year 


5S. A, 


Flat 
use of the 
| billing and obtains whether she’s 
Extra pay covers 
she’s ex- 


| Corporation, headed hy 
is erecting here. 


| pected to entertain at the spot 
| which is expected to be open for 


| deal calls for her to receive 


| 


Testimony of June Arnold, head- | | 


lining “Stars ’N’ Skates” revue at | 
Ankara, before a coroner's jury | 


‘last week investigating fatal speed- | 


boat ride here Aug. 
sult in a verdict of 
being returned against 


27 helped re- 
manslaughter 


Fred A. | 


Klein, owner of the craft who was | 


piloting it at the time. Klein was 
held for grand jury action and re- 
leased on $2,500 bond. 

Sunday afternoon trip on Alle- 
gheny River resulted in death of 
State Police Detective Sergeant 
Glenn Adams, who tumbled from 
the boat when it made a sharp 
turn and was drowned. 
nold and Mildren Don, cafe singer 
who has her own show on station 
KDKA, were also pitched into the 
water, but helping hands managed 
to get to both of them in time. 
Other passengers, besides Klein, 
were Charlie Jamal, owner of the 
Ankara club, and Joseph Hall, a 
local contractor. 

According to Miss Arnold, Klein 
was going at a high speed and 
making zigzag banks apparently to 
scare Hall because latter was afraid 
of water. She said Hall kept plead- 
ing with him to slow down. Jamal 
and Hall both corroborated her 
testimony, but Miss Don insisted 
“it wasn’t a fast ride, and there 
was no excessive speed. I don’t 
know how it happened.” 

Dead man couldn’t swim, and 
neither could Miss Arnold nor Miss 
Don. Only because speedboat man- 
aged to get back to them in time 
were the two entertainers saved. 


PALOMAR, SEATTLE, 





Seattle, Sept. 12. 


Palomar, local vaudfilmer, wound 
|up stage shows last week for a 


| fered to 


| Miami, 


| 333 per 


Miss Ar- | 


INTO SPOT SHOWS 


‘time, with next stage show prob- | 


ably coming in early October, but 
no definite date set as yet. 

| Possibility is that Artie Shaw 
'orch and Will Mastin Trio will be 
on bili when vaude comes back. In 
meantime, house will play second- 
‘run pictures. 


Bill Jackson’s Widow 
| To Carry on Agency 


Mrs. Rosalie Jackson, widow of 
| Billy Jackson, vet talent agent who 
died last week, plans to step in and 
"| continue his agency business in the 
|Palace Theatre building, N. Y., 





from which her husband had op- | 
| 
doing a/| 


erated for the past 20 vears. 
| A former performer 
|singing single as Rosalie Asher, 
| prior to her marriage, and quon- 
;dam assistant to her husband dur- 
ing his recent illness prior to his 
continue’ the 


| qualifications to 


agency biz. 


Additionally, fabulous 
“ade- 
| quate” living quarters while she’s 
| working there and for spot to pay 
{for her costuming. She gets $45,- 
000 worth of Diamond Lil’ cor- 
poration stock which, with SEC 
| okays, has been floated at $6 per 
| share. 


Contract also contains clause 
specifically providing she is not to 
be personally responsible for any 
debts or liabilities incurred in 
connection with casino operation. 
Spot difters from others now in 
Vegas in that stock is being of- 
public and easino con- 
cession is leased. Ellis Golden of 
who has operated casinos 
around the country for two dec- 
ades, leased game room for $33,- 
month for 10 years. He 
also. assumes weekly floorshow 
budget of $3,000 for same period. 


Casino proper will cost $300,000 


Christmas. 


with various furnishings, etc. 
naturally upping cost. Miss West, 
who years ago copyrighted and 


patented all types of usage save 
that of song title on “Diamond 
Lil’” will be on hand for spot’s 
opening. 














pear EDDIE DAVIS 


of Leon and Eddies 


Just wanted to say Hello 
and to thank you for all 
your kindnesses. 


I'm still in England and 
going strong after five 
months. 


Always your boy, 


SONNY KING 


Now Headlining in Vaudeville 


THIS WEEK 
PALACE, Newcastle 


Personal Management: HENRI GINE 

















PATRICE JAN 


HELENE and HOWARD 


Currently 
SAGINAW ANNUAL FAIR 
Saginaw, Mich. 

















Wally Overman 
— NOW — 
RIVIERA HOTEL 


DAYTONA “ee FLA. 
Sept. 7 
Mgt.—MATTY ROSEN, New York 
SAM ROBERTS—Chicago 





























MAXINE SULLIVAN 


America’s Foremost Song Stylist 
Currently 


LA COMMEDIA 


59 West 52nd Street, New York 


(indefinitely) 


APOLLO RECORDS 
Direction: JOR MARSOLAIS, 1697 Broadway, New York City 
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Record Takes of Kaye, Hutton, Hope 
May Cue More Names on Fair Circuits 


Record breaking grosses’. by 
Danny Kaye at the Canadian Na- 
tional Exhibition, . Toronto, Bob 
Hope on a string of fair dates and 
Betty Hutton at the Michigan State 
Fair is causing Fair managements 
throughout thte country to re-eval- 
uate the drawing power of singing 
and talking acts. 

Kaye scored a record breaking 
$416,000 in 14 performances at 
CNE. Miss Hutton’s gross at Mich- 
igan State was so strong that man- 


agement had to refund about $5,- | 


000. Hope in his outdoor tour 
grossed $85,000 at the Indiana 
State Fair and, took out $42,000. 


He hit $38,000 at DuQuoin, Ill., and 
his end was $17,500 and drew $23,- 
000 at the Allentown (Pa.) State 
Fair, of which his share was around 
$13,000. Response has been so 
hefty in the case of Hope that he’s 
being booked again for 1951 dates 
by Joe Glacer’s Associated Book- 
ing Corp. 

Kaye, incidentally, pullec a rec- 
ord breaking take. Under his ar- 
rangement with the CNE, he was 
guaranteed $50,000. Because of 
overages, Kaye walked out with 
more than $82,000 for the two- 
week stand, which ended Satur- 
day (19). 


Percenters further feel that re- | 


ceptions accorded these singers 
relegates dumb acts, .aerialists and 
novelties to secondary position. It’s 
no longer necessary to concentrate 
on sight features in building Fair 
shows. 

Development of amplification 
systems is of course, the major rea- 


son that this type performer is 
able to hit top response in the 
rural exhibits. The CNE is re- 


ported to have one of the best pub- 
lic-address systems extant. 

Terrific draws have been regis- 
tered by other vocal personalities 
at fairs. Gil Lamb and Carmen 
Miranda have also scored perform- 
ances and boxoffice wise. 

Reevaluation of the function of 








talking and singing acts at the out- 
door shows opens a new avenue of 
attractions for the fairs. The out- 
door showmen can get lures from 
the roster of names that are avail- 
able for other fields, Indications 
are that with names being used, 
there will be more _ revue-type 
shows produced for the grand- 
stands, and the summer. employ- 





|  Boxoffice 





REX 


RAMER 


ment of acts will be increased. 

Feeling among agency men is 
that with the competition of video, 
fairs will have to get more potent 
| attractions in time. Since there are 
few headliners among the sight 
| acts, increased use of name vocal- 
| ists will supply the answer to that 
| problem. 





Michigan Fair 
Draws 850,000 


Detroit, Sept. 12. 
Michigan’s 101st annual State 
| Fair smashed all records, accord- 





|ing to James A. Friel, Fair mana- | 
| ger. 


| He said that during the 10-day 
run ended Sept. 10 close to 850,- 
| 000 persons at 50c a head attended 
|the Fair. Previous high was set 
| last year with 700,000. 
pacers were Betty 
| Hutton and Carmen Miranda, who 
| drew canacity crowds to the Coli- 
seum (7,000) ($1.80-$1.20). Miss 
Hutton set a new two-day record, 
while Miss Miranda smashed all 
marks during her four-day stay. 

Jerry Colonna, Johnny Mack 
Brown, Sally Rand and Dick Con- 
tino also kept the turnstiles turn- 
ing. 

Friel gave credit to the U. S. 


way with its countless gimmicks 
for the record attendance. 


MPLS. LABOR LAW 








Minneapolis, Sept. 12. 
Verna Raymond, eight-year-old 
moppet who has played the Mil- 
|ton Berle video shows and appear- 
|ed with him during his recent en- 
gagement at the Roxy theatre, 


‘Holiday on Ice’ Hits 
Record 62G in Troy, O. 


Troy, Ohio, Sept. 12. 
“Holiday on Ice,” the inaugural 


/show at. the new Hobart Arena, 


hit an SRO gross of $62,000 on its 
six day stand. Engagement was 
sold out in advance and arena 


management had to install extra | 


seats for general admissions. 
“Holiday” is slated for a stand 
at Salt Lake City, Friday (15). 


See Talent Brush 
Of Vaude, Nitery 








revue of what may happen in 
niteries and theatres throughout 
the country came last week when 
| Danny Thomas cancelled his Oct. 6 
|date at the Chez Paree, Chicago, 
| because of impending video show 
ion NBC. 


} 








It’s felt that cafes and | 


| vauders will get second preference | 


by name performers because of 
i prestige of video. 

While Thomas’ salaries at the 
Chez and or. tele weren’t disclosed, 
\it’s definitely known that the nitery 
salary would have been consider- 
|ably more per-week than his tele- 
|vision show Thomas has gotten 
'as high. as $12,500 during the past 
\year in niteries, and video isn’t 
ishelling out that kind of coin, un- 
less for the extreme upper bracket 
'0f showbiz nemes. Of course, few 
sponsors are shelling out sums like 
$40,000. which Bob Hope is getting 
for each of his shows for Frigid- 





AFL's Prexy Wm. Green Overrules Self, 
Now Sez Musical Acts Are AFM’s 


American Federation of Labor 
president William Green has re- 
tracted a previous statement that 
musical acts come under the juris- 
diction of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists. In light of the re- 
cently concluded agreement be- 
tween AGVA and the American 
Federation of Musicians, Green 
stated that musical acts are within 





AFM’s purview. 

Green retracted his former | 
statement in a letter to Jon Carl- 
ton, a harmonica player who is 


‘one of the organizers of Musical | 


Dates for Video 


year, according to Philip E. M. ine, a Central Labor Council. 


aire, but in mos‘ cases niteries and | 


itheatres have been the most lucra- 


| tive medium for certain types of | 
performers. Milton Berle, who gets | 


| $11,500 weekly for his Texaco Star 
| Theatre TV stint, worked at the 
| Roxy, N. Y., at $27,500 weekly. 

| However, the top names are anx- 


Military band and the great Mid-|ious to get intc video because of 


ithe prestige involved, and the 


Variety Artists, an organization of 
musical acts seeking to break 
away from the AFM jurisdiction 
and return to AGVA. Retraction 
followed an exchange of letters 
in which Carlton asked Green for 
a charter for the MVA. Green| 
subsequently replied. that this 
could not be done since musical | 
acts have already been awarded | 
to AGVA. Latest’ communication | 


| 
See 1006 Take | 
For AC Pageant 





Atlantic City, Sept. 12. 
While attendance was below 
par, the “Miss America” pageant 
will gross more than $100,000 this 


Thompson, treasurer of the Pag-| 
eant corporation. 

Thompson said that more than 
27,000 paid between $75,000 and 
$85,000 to see the four displays in | 


| Convention Hall which concluded 


'of Yolande Betbeze, 


|further advantage of being home- | 
| hema in one of the metropolitan | 


\ 


j centers where they can still pick 
|up additional heathy coin in club 
| dates. 


Preference for video by top 


SNARLS VIDEO MOPPET | names will pose a problem for the- 


jatres and cafes. Headliners are nec- | 
|essary in many situations if boxof- | 
|fice standards are to be maintained. | 


If top names go out of circulation 
| because of television it’s likely that 
|the many live-talent operations will 


Saturday (8) night in the crowning 
“Miss Ala- 
bama,” as the “Miss America of 


| 1951.” 


The Mobile girl is expected to 
realize more than $50,000 as a re- 
sult of winning the title from 54 
other contestants. In addition she 
will get a scholarship fund of $5,- 
000 plus $4,000 additional also to 
be used for education. 


Funds realized from the huge 
Boardwalk parade which opened 
the Pageant last Tuesday (5) will 
boost the take up to the $100,000 
mark. Exact figures will come} 


to Carlton had Green making the 
retraction. 

The MVA has been organizing 
musical acts into a separate or- 
ganization in protest against the 
AGVA-AFM agreement. Acts had 
objected to going into the AFM 
because’ of the 10% travel tax 
(since repealed in respect to these 
acts with the exception of the 
2% which remains with the local 
in which they’re working), neces- 
sity of paying a quarter’s dues to 
locals when playing more than one 
week in that jurisdiction, and ban 
on doubling while on the road 
without the local’s permission. 

Spokesmen for MVA had previ- 
ously declared that if plea for re- 
turn te AGVA or for a separate 
charter wasn’t granted, they would 
take the case to the courts. 





Picketing Swings H’wood 
Cafe Into an AGVA Pact 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists called out its first picket line 
on the Coast over the weekend— 
with phenomenal results. Talent 
union picketed Angelino’s, Holly- 
wood cocktailery, for using non- 
union talent and refusing to sign 
an agreement. 

Although spot was in Ameriean 


| Federation of Musicians Local 47’s 
good graces and was employing a 


union pianist, tooters reached a 
new height of cooperation with 
AGVA and joined in the picketing 
idea, along with other members of 


An hour after the parading start- 
ed, the spot signed a contract. 











COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


rason’s FUN-MASTER 


GLASON’S 
‘THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE” 
@ Nos. 1 thru 35 @ $1.00 each « 
(Sold in Sequence Only) 
SPECIAL—FIRST 13 FILES FOR $10 
BIG SPECIAL—ALL 35 FILES FOR 
ONLY $25 


@ 3 Bks. PARODIES, per book $10 @ 
—all 3 diff. Books for $20— 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET : $25 @ 
@ 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk $25 @ 
—all 4 diff. Vols. for $85— 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
(reissue), $2.00 
NO C.O.D.’S 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54 St., New York 19 Dept. V 

















N. Y., told a Minneapolis judge 
that singing and dancing wasn’t 


Currently: work, but fun However, the 
BARNES & CARRUTHERS youngster’s defense didn’t prevent 
FAIRS the jurist from fining the presi- 

dent of the National Apparel 

Direction: shows, sponsor of a engagement 


EDDIE ELKORT 
Lew & Leslie Grade, Ltd., Inc. 
250 West 57th Street 
New York, N. Y. 


featuring the juve. George J. 
Rosenberg, NAS president was 
nicked for $50 by Judge Leslie 
Anderson for employing a minor. 

An investigator of the state’s 
Industrial Commission told the 

















be in bad shape. Withdrawal of | When the Pageant directors meet 
top talent also poses another prob- | !ater in the month. 
lem. Cafes and theatres will have| Thompson said that attendance 
to put their most expensive budget | was 2,538 lower than last year. Big- 
forward if they’re to compete with | gest night was Saturday night 
video’s free offerings. | when 13,558 paid admission. More 
| than i 2 fo get - the ord 
° *,9 ° ‘three nights when the prelimi- 
Laine Unit S$ Nifty $31,900 naries were held. Admissions last 
° ° e | year were 29,657. Pageant officials 
At Riverside Milwaukee. hoped for a larger attendance fol- 
, 4 lowing good reports on ticket sales 
_ _ Milwaukee, Sept. 12. /through July. Park Haverstick, 
Frankie Laine, playing with his | president of the Pageant corpora- 





court that it was illegal to use tal- 
ent less than 10 years of age any- 
where in the state. 





own package that included singer | tion, emphasized that the corpora- 


Patti Page at the Riverside theatre 
here last week, hit a smash $31,900. 
highest mark here since 1945 and 


| 


tion would again show a profit. 
Pageant was given liberal space 





LENNY and MARGIE 


ROSS 











Martin, Lewis Unit’s Sock 
20G for 2 Shows, Hartford 


Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis hit 
close to $20,000 in a two-day stand 
at the State theatre, Hartford, last 
Friday (7) and Saturday. Comedy 
team started their five-week vaude 
stand at this house. 

Duo are working all their thea- 
tre dates on a 50% basis from 


HOTEL ELYSEE , 
the start. Thus their Hartford 





second highest in the house’s his- | 1% nation’s newspapers and was on 
tory. With Laine working on a| Par with any put on here. Bob 
$12,500 guarantee against 50% of Russell, acting as emcee, did a 
the gross, the singer walked away Bice job and the Pageant officials | 
with almost $16,000. | brought in several vaudeville acts 

It’s said that Laine’s appearance | t© fill in spots during show. | 
hypoed business downtown general-| In addition to coverage by’ 
ly, boosting grosses in the other | papers, newsreels and radio, War- 
firstruns. Bill included three other | ner Bros. shot 25,000 feet of film | 
acts beside Laine and Miss Paige, | to be used in a feature picture to | 
all paid by Laine under the pack- | be based on “Miss America.” Wil- | 
age set by his managers, Gabbe, 


liam Guthrie, Warner location 
Lutz & Heller. Picture on the bill 











New York, N.Y D 


take will be close to $10,000. 


ces 


manager, was here with a 21-man| 
was “Peggy” (U). | production crew. | 














Grant’s Riviera 


RESTAURANT AND BAR 


158 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-4488 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 


* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: Professional Engagement 


(Duplicate Prizes Awarded in the Case of Tie) 
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THE HOTTEST THING IN NEW YORK THIS SUMMER 


ALAN CARNEY 


Just Concluded Radio City Music Hall and Latin Quarter, New York 


NOW STRAND, New York 


Direction: GENERAL ARTISTS CORPORATION 
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NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 13, 1950 





Copacabana, N. Y. 


Joe E. Lewis, accomped 


lahan, Jean Marie & Robert, Shaye 
Cogan, Mickey Devine; 


do Alvares bunds; songs, Joan Ed- 
wards & Lynn Duddy; staged by 
Douglas Coudy; costumes, Billy 
Livingston; $2 and $4.50 minimum. 





Not for naught does the Copa 
remain the No. 1 nitery in America. 
Year after year, and with frequent 
changes of pace midseasons, the 
management insures itseli against 
customer resistance not only with 


the ton marquee standards but 
with deluxe production auspices. 
The fact that the smarter head- 
liners, Joe E. Lewis, for example, 
in turn, reinsure their boxoffice 


longevity with a constant replenish- 
ment: of material is but another 
flus, 

This marks I.ewis’ 10th anni at 
the Cova. in itself something of a 
show biz mark He recalls how, on 
his first time out, he staved 30 
weeks at this svot, and thought 
that wore out his welcome for all 
time. His annua! recalls, of course, 
reevaluate his durability. As pixie 
end s2ucy a versonalitv as ever, 
he makes as mrch capital of his 
predilection for the horses and the 
joy juices as Jack Berny with “The 
Horn Blows At Midnicht.” His 
favorit> author, Eli Basse, has 
whipped un a raft of new small- 
talk ard snerial songs that rings 
the bell -'l the way. “She Went 
and Lost It 
mond Is a Man’s Best Friend,” a 
college medley “Dorian Schwartz.” 
a “Rao Man” vnarody. “French Is 
Sweenins the Country” fwith some 
sauev “froetured French” transla- 
tions). “Wild About Harry” are 
but a susvestion of his socko per- 
sonality end intervretation. Some 
of it is a shade over-indigoed, and 
there are a ccunvle of Yiddishisms 
which don’t belong, nor does he 
need them. because in toto Lewis 
is unquestionablv the No. 1 single-o 
nitery entertainer extant. His draw 
matches his eafe floor potency; 
“Burma road”-—the far reaches of 
the Cona,. with its 150-odd seats— 
hasn’t been oven for months. 


Douglas Coudy has staged an- 
other good revue which has some 
effective songs by Joan Fdwards & 
Lynn Diddy. Ovening with “Daddv 
Won't You Baby Me.” it’s a good 
number for the new beauts whose 
Ziegfeldian costuming shows them 
off well. Bill Callahan is a very 
personable gent-with authoritative 
taps to mtch who is a flash on 
any cafe floor, as he has been in 
legit, the nicture houses, etc. Cal- 
lahan revortedly had one Holly- 
wood opportunity, and it’s a won 
Ger they didn’t anchor him out 
there because he is obviously ap- 
Ppealing, hoth on the hoof and above 
the shoulders. He uncorks a flashy 
“Minute Walt...” sliding from a 
good dash of Chopiniana on the 
piano to the terps. His flamenco 
taps is a rousing topper-offer. 


Carol Bruc> who.came to atten- 
tion in “Louisiana Purchase,” 10 
years ago and has been doing the 
Julie role in “Show Boat” in be- 
tween, whams ’em with her torch 
cycle (Fannie Brice’s ““My Man,” 
Ruth Etting’s “10c. a Dance,” Ethel 
Waters’ “Stormy Weather,” 
Helen Morgan’s “My Bill’) and in 
between has a generally durable 
repertoire, save for one or two 
spotty interludes. For one thing, 
“Little Girl You’ve Had a Busy 
Day” is a slower-upper and some- 
how intrusive particularly on the 
heels of the sophisticated “Jenny.” 
Elimination of at least one number 
is a good ider in general. 

“It’s Autumn Again” is a good 
song and excellent setting for the 
midriff production flash wherein 
the blonde Jean Marie, ballerina, 
and her partner, Robert, are the 
production terpers, backed by 
Shaye Cogan and Mickey Devine, 
who are the vocal number-leaders. 
Both the terp and the chirp teams 
ére outstanders. They handle the 
minstrel finale with equal aplomb, 
built around “She’s Strictly From 
Dixie.” The Billy Livingston cos- 
tuming throughout is imaginative 
and tastefully mounted. 

Per usual, too, Austin Mack does 
@ crack accomp job for Lewis; Mike 
Durso’s show and dance sets goes 
with the lease; as does Fernando 
Alvares’ alternate - Latunestering. 
Maitre d’hotei Joe Lopez is a happy 
kid once agaiu—the ropes are up. 
Incidentally, WVNJ now handles 
the post-midnight broadcast from 
the Copa lounge, teeing off at 11:35 


until 4 a.m. with John McKnight | 


in Jack Figer’s spot since the lat- 
ter has shifted his WMGM stint 
into the studio, until he opens his 
own Eigen Room, proposed new 
nitery on East F4th. Abel. 





Colony, London 


London, Sept. 4. 
Rose Murphy, Santiago Lepez 
Rhumba Band, Fel'r King Orch. 





Rose Murphy’s European debut 
.4n, cabaret , will . undoubtedly. es- 


Pa 


; by Aus- 
tin Mack, Caroi Bruce, Bill Cal-| 


8 Copa- | 
beauts; Michael Durso and Fernan- | 


and | 


tablish her as a prime favorite. 
Her skilled piano accompaniment 
providing two-thirds of her stint, 
‘audience responded warmly to her 
infectious manner of putting over 
songs, many of them familiar, but 
holding rapt attention throughout. 

Opening with “Busy Line,” rep- 


Me.” “Goodnight, Sweetheart,” 
“See You in My Dreams,” “Blue 
Heaven,” “I Can’t Give You Any- 
thing But Love,” “Stormy Weath- 
er.” “Johnny Get Your Gun” and 
“Time «On My Hands,” expertly 
done for maximum returns. In for 
five weeks at: this restaurant, it 
looks as thougi. she'll keep room 
crowded for the duration. Felix 
King orchestra ‘supplies suitably 
muted background accompaniment, 
with the Lepez Rhumba band con- 
tributing the dance tunes. Clem. 


Empire Room. Chi 
(PALMER HOUSE) 

Chicago, Sept. 7. 

Georgia Gibbs, Marita & Manuel 

Viera, Eileen O’Dare, Marvin Roy, 

Merriel Abbott Dancers (8), Eddie 

O’Neal Orch; cover $1; minimum 
$3.50. 





Merriel Abbott, revue producer, 
has decided to stick to the general 
variety pattern which she _ inau- 
gurated five weeks ago. Instead of 
using a single headliner, she adds 
three Palace theatre type acts to 
round out the rest of the hour, 


At Carasta,” “Dr. Dia-“leaving few chores to her line. As 


is, the girls come out for an open- 
ing quickie which more or less sets 
the pace for the terrific acrobatic 
dancing of Eileen O’Dare. 

Miss O’Dare has been held 
over from the last show and 
gets off to big hand for her hand- 
less cartwheels and spins. Marvin 
Roy, young magician, has an un- 
usual twist tc his conjuring, using 
instead of cigarets and matches, 
light bulbs which he plucks from 
everywhere, already lit. His work 
is deft and dene with little hoopla. 
He has a sock closer with his draw- 
ing a string of small lights from 
mouth, similar to the razor blade 
trick. 

Marita and Manuel Viera with 
their two monks are naturals for 
this family room. From the open- 
ing, animals have the room in guf- 
faws with their antics. Natural 
muggers, they lose few opportu- 
nities, with efforis on bongo drums 
and guitar rating lush applause. 
Work of simian on the Solovox 
continues to amaze as it punches 
out keys to “People Will Say We're 
in Love.” 

Georgia Gibbs singer, is a new- 
comer to this location and has a 
dynamic delivery teeing off with 
“Taking a Chance on Love.” For 
a change of pace she segues into 
“Bewitched” anc then “New York’s 
My Home” fron. “Manhattan Tow- 
er” album. She chants “‘Ballin’ the 
Jack,” but switches mood again 
‘with a plaintive import, ‘‘The 
Waltz,” and “I Love thé Guy,” with 
the brass sectiun riding strong be- 
hind her. For encore she offers a 
relaxed ballad, “Someone to Watch 
Over Me,” but turns on the pipes 
again with Dixieland beat on 
“Sweetest Gal in Town.” 

Eddie O’Neal does well in emcee 
chores and his band does equally 
well on the dance sets. Zabe. 


Village Vanguard. N. Y. 
Richard Dyer-Bennet, Marie 

Young, Charlotte Rae, Clarence 

Williams Trio; minimum $3. 





The Village Vanguard, a postage- 
stamp-sized operation, has devel- 
oped as much fresh talent as any 
of the larger operations in town. 
‘Operator Max Gordon has an un- 


erring eye for spotting gifted par- | 


lor comedians that can be devel- 
oped for the major circuits and 
also singers who loom as good po- 
tentials. 


Gordon’s formula now provides 
for a name for the Village intel- 
ligentsia and a pair of new per- 
formers. Richard Dyer-Bennet pro- 
vides the major lure here. He’s an 
accomplished balladeer with a 
wealth of material. Accompanying 
self on guitar he concentrates on 
folk-tunes from the British Isles. 
He brings ovt the humor in the 
material without destroying melo- 
dic values, and his vocal style is 
in the best tradition of the travel- 
ing minstrels: At the preem show 
(Fri.) he did a trio of encores to 
score with all sections of the house. 


Others on the initial display are 
Marie Young, a West Indian sing- 
er, and comedienne Charlotte Rae. 
both New Acts, Both are the type 


_ Of performers that thrive in this 


room. Common to both is the ne- 
|cessity of getting the feel of this 
|spot. It’s a matter of a few per- 
formances before they’ll be garner- 
ing top hands. 

The Clarence Williams _ Trio, 
comprising piano, guitar and bass, 
do the showbacking and terp mu- 

_ SC. gsi JOSE, 


ij Bs # 


/ends. 
ertoire includes “Me and My Shad- | ™ 
ow,” “I Wonder What the Trouble , 
Can Be,” “You Were Meant For! 


Starlight Roof, N. Y. 


(WALDORF-ASTORIA HOTEL) | 


Vaughn Monroe ‘Orch, with 


|'Moonmaids & Moonmen, Ziggy Tal- 


ent, Dick Hayman, Earl Hummel; 
Mischa Borr Orch (8);-.couvert $1, 
$2 weekdays, $1.50, . $2.50 week- 





With Merriei 
tion of the buoking chores for the 
Hilton chain, in which the Waldorf- 
Astoria is the most glamorous link, 
there’s- been a perceptible shift to- 
wards headliners with mass appeal. 
Coupled with the hotel’s class aura, 
this type of bocking seems to. be 
drawing from all ends of town to 
fill this out-sizec room. 

Vaughn Monroe’s orch, 
its initial appearance in room, fits 
directly into the hotel’s new show- 
manship pattern. 
musicrews on disks and on the 
road, Momroe plays the type of 
music and has the organizational 
flexibility to click both ‘in the 
hinterlands and in the more ele- 
gant metropolitan spots. 

At the Starlight Roof, Monroe is 
displaying all the individual in- 
gredients for a topnotch attraction. 
He has a well-knit band that plays 
with a steady beat without becom- 
ing too jumpy and his 29-man crew 
is staffed wit. sufficient variety of 
taitent to hold down the bandstand 
for a full hour presentation. 

Monroe’s show at the Waldorf is 
good, but it could be made much 
better with some tightening and 
better routining of the numbers 
than disvlayec opening night (7). 
That “There’s No Business Like 
Show Business” opening, for exam- 
ple, is not the strongest choice for 
this band even though the number 
was put over acceptably via Mon- 
roe’s vocaling, abetted by the 
Moonmaids and the Moonmen 
choirs. Monroe could choose any 
number he’s associated more close- 
ly with and the impact would be 
far stronger. Following, Monr6ée 
does far better with such numbers 
as “Embraceable You” and “Time 
On My Hands.” 

Dick Hayman, solo harmonicist 
with the organization, is solid on 
his instrument but he overstays. 
After couple of pop numbers he 
coes a lengthy longhair piece that’s 
less impressive as entertainment 
than proof of his virtuosity. Hay- 
man closes with some frantic Spike 
Jones horseplay on a catch-all mu- 
sical contraption and this could 
he eliminated to good advantage 
in a spot like this. Violinist Earl 
Hummel is alsc kept on too long 
for maximum effect, especially 
since he follows the harmonica 
turn. 

Ziggy Talent, a regular with the 
Monroe organization for many 
years, furnishes the high spot of 
the show with his delivery of “The 
Maharajah of Magador,”’ probably 
the best number in his repertory 
of novelties. Talent errs, however, 
hy sequelling this tune with “Sam, 
You Made the Pants Too Long.” 
Latter item may be still sock in the 
sticks but it’s below par for this 
room. 

Monroe closes on a definite up- 
beat as the full crew reprises the 
story of the band’s growth. It’s an 
excellent device to run through the 
band’s past hits and it evokes the 
type of nostalgia that sells. Mon- 
roe, 
femme and male quartets, ran 
through abbreviated versions of 
such tunes as “Tangerine,” “Let It 
Snow.” “Dance Ballerina,” “Some- 
day You'll Want Me,” and closing 
er memorable “Riders in the 
Sky.” 

Mischa Borr’s snappy Latin com- 
bo is on the bandstand, as usual, 
alternating with Monroe’s orch for 
the customer hoofing. Herm. 


Ciro’s. Hollywood 
Heilywood, Sept. 6. 
Liberace, Eileen Barton. Matty 
Malneck Orch ‘8): Geri Galian 
Rhumband (5); cover, $1.50, $2. 





Double features appear to be the 
new vogue at this Sunset Strip 
caravansary. Current layout is the 
second consecutive two-punch show 
and it looks like it’s headed for 
good business. Combining a fave 
here and a newcomer—both with 


talent—it has plenty of crowd ap- 


peal. 

It’s a debut date for Eileen Bar- 
ton and she quickly proves that 
she can do more than “Bake a 
Cake.” Song stint ranges from a 
reprise of that disclick through 
such ballad stuff as “Bewitched” 
and on to an introduction of “Baby 
Me,” a new platteroutine 
should duplicate her “Cake” dough. 
A singer with personality and sav- 
vy she sells every number deftly. 
Routine could be jacked up to some 
extent, however, by ducking the 
slower stuff for more of the rhythm 
numbers i: which she excels. 


Opening night, after an intro by 


Ken Murray, she quickly overcame 
an attack of nerves to earn a hefty 
response,- winning a begoff after 
acceding to demands for a final 
chorus repeat of “Baby Me.” 
Liberace, back after an absence 


Abbott’s assump- 


making | 


One of the top! 


once again backed- by the'|! 


of almost a year, socks over a solid 
show that has his auditors ignori 

their vintage brews to deman 
more and more. In addition to the 
expected topnotch pianistics he 
scores strongly with a couple of 
vocals — notabiy on “September 
| Song.” An excellent technician, he 
delivers a wide variety of stuff 
easily and with a wealth of per- 
|sonality that clicks readily. Open- 
‘ing night material ran the gamut 
‘from Liszt to the “Piano Roll 
'Blues” without a letdown. Strong 
|assist comes from Matty Malneck’s 
‘orch, batoned for the Liberace 
'stint by the pianist’s capable broth- 
er George, which has moved into 
share terp chores with Geri Galian. 
Kap. 





Le Ruban Bleu. N. Y. 

Julius Monk, Michael Brown, 
Cheryl Conway, 4 Lads, Deuces 
Wild (Jimmy Komack & Martin 
Burns), Norman Paris 3; $3.50-$4 
minimum. 





After 2 season at Provincetown, 
regisseur Julius Monk is back at 
Tony Mele’s Le Ruban Bleu, which 
his son, Alphonse, major domos 


while the boniface runs his down- 
stairs Theodore’s restaurant and 
bar-hops’ thereafter,. auditioning 
the talent and the trends of the 





| Songs. 


-Blne Angel, N. Y. 
Meg Mundy, Bill McArthur, Ed- 
die & Tony, The Weavers (4), Her. 
man Chittison Trio; Stuart. Ross, 
Eadie & Rack; $3.50-4 minimum. 





The Blue Angel invariably comes 
up with a diversified bill that rare- 
ly flags, and the current layout is 
no exception. The Herbert Jaco- 
by-Max Gordon operation is cur- 
rently packing ’em in with the re- 
opening after a summer layoff. 

Eddie and Tony, with their pan- 
tomimicries in accomp to record- 
ings, are, perhaps, even more clicko 
than their appearance here last 
season, and a newcomer, Bill Mc- 
Arthur (New Acts), points up a 
vocal and satirical talent in his 
The -Weavers, whom Max 
Gordon projected to prominence at 
his Greenwich Village cellar joint, 
the Villagé Vanguard, last season 
with their vocalistics and ‘instru- 
mentals,. are another sock. Meg 
Mundy was the lone offbeat open- 
ing. night, but the legiter-turned- 
chanteuse had a case of stage- 


' fright, and will be reviewed next 


town. The ‘combination has been | 


successful for years, as has Monk’s 
suave style of emceeing the usual 
quartet of variety turns which gen- 


mum’s .worth—and good value it 
usually is, too. 


Slightly less auspicious is the 


week- under New Acts. 

Eddie and Tony have an abun- 
dance of new material (and new 
records). They smash home all the 
way with stuff that includes 
“Dearie,” the Yiddish bride song, 
Beatrice Kay, “Carousel” excerpt, 
Marlene~«Dietrich singing “Black 


Market,” “Baby, It’s Cold Out- 
side,” etc., all done with funny 
visual props. In geod taste, too, 


; €n- | is the manner in which the: para- 
erally constitute the $3.50-$4 mini- | . 


current layout, which includes two | 
oldies and two newies, not count- | 


ing the crack Norman Paris Trio, 
for the musica’ accomps and its 
own occasional specialties. ._Monk, 
likewise, does an occasional inter- 
lude at the Steinway. 


Among the returners to the Ru- 
ban Bleu is a blue-ribbon young 
cSmedian, Michael Brown, a self- 
creative pianologist, who writes and 
chirps the tunes he whips up for 
i'himself. He «suggests he’d be a 
bright new talent for authoring an 
intimate revue of the “Garrick 
Gaieties” genre. His stuff is topical, 
typical of his satirical penchant is 
““Mass.,” the ‘Flair’? number, “‘Wa- 
terfront Bar,” “Death of a Sales- 
man,” “‘‘New York in the Fall” and 
“Hot Time in Luxembourg To- 
night,” wherein he uses a “mosta 
of the besta” line, in reference to 
Mrs. Perle Mesta. Brown takes 


| 
| 
| 


| 
' 
| 
| 


{ 


cognizance of Irving Berlin’s “Host- | 


ess With the Mostest on the Ball,” 
from the forthcoming ‘Call Me 
Madam,” by stating that the RB 
customers heard him “use it first.” 

The 4 Lads are the other return- 
ers, a Canuck quartet whose dis- 
tinction is chiefly an e@ager-beaver 
attitude, their tartan tuxes, an 
opener about “Sing Me a Song 
That’s Canadian,” whereupon they 
proceed with one Dominion folk 
song (tired), another slower-upper 
|via the ballad, “Where My Caravan 
Has Rested,” and some other un- 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


wheelchair-ridden Eddie is 


lytic, 
stage, under doused 


brought on 
lighting. 
The Weavers are a little slow 
getting going, but the three-man, 
one-woman combo really picks up 
when the girl does a bues solo. 
Thereafter they go into assorted 
numbers of folk tunes of various 
countries, capped by their smash 
“Good Night, Irene,”’ which they’ve 
recorded as a sock hit. They im- 
press especially with their simplici- 
ty, with the girl being a particular 
asset with her strong, clear con- 
tralto. Two of the men double as 
instrumentalists, banjo and guitar. 
The Herman Chittison Trio 
handles the lull music, and Stuart 
Ross. is the show’s standby piano 
accomp. Eadie and Rack are in 
the lounge, at the twin pianos, 
after 11:30. Kahn. 


Latin Quarter, N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

While this is an interim change 
of headliners before the opening 
of Sophie Tucker on Sept. 24, en- 
tertainment values in Lou Walters’ 
production are retained. -Current 
changes add new lustre to ‘‘Pleas- 





ure Bound” with every act fitting - 


the LQ requirements handily. 

Of major interest is the N. Y. 
cafe bow of Napoleon: Reed, a Ne- 
gro lyric tenor with sufficient 
range to reach the baritone reg- 
isters. Reed previously appeared at 
the Capitol theatre in an Arthur 
Godfrey unit. He's a_ potent cafe 
singer with a catalog of light clas- 


distinguished material. They still|sics, and a tonal clarity rarely 


look teen-age and bespeak their heard on a nitery floor. 


Reed’s 


choir boy heritage. Obviously their | selections are in Spanish, Italian, 


prime needs are material and ex- 
perience. 


under New Acts. Abel. 





Follies Bergeres. Mont’l 


Mortreal, Sept. 9. 
| Irene Hilda June Edwards, Bob 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


' 


French .and Hebrew. Included are 
“Granadas,” “La Vie En Rose,” 


Cheryl Conway and Deuces Wild 'a medley of Italian ,operatic arias 


and an English-Hebrew version of 
‘fzena.” The roster of Met tunes 
excited the audience :to highest 
pitch. Each aria is delivered along 
classie lines with maximum results. 

Another turn of interest is the 


Dixon, Donn Arden line (7), Tom- | first New York date in some time 
my Day Orch, Frank Ravenda Trio; | for Harrison & Fisher, who have 


$1 admission. 





| Starting a September policy of | 


|shooting most of the budget on a 
| Dame act rather than. spreading it 
out on minor attractions, the man- 
;agement of the Folies brings in 
Irene Hilda from Paris ‘to start the 


| new season. 


| Miss Hilda has graced other 
_boites around town in the past 10 
/years, but present layout seems the 
most effective yet. Opening with a 
‘couple of French tunes as a warm- 
up, she registers in nifty fashion 
when she goes into “Good For Me” 





been playing European boites for 
the past two years. This terp- 
twain has a comedy routine that 
indicates a solid background of 
straight dancing. Each show body- 
discipline that enables them to per- 
form some unusual comedic dance 
figures. Their conception of humor 
is also on a top level and they hit 
it off well with the LQ patronage. 

Roger Ray in a return date here, 
also scores handily. His throw- 
away type of humor at the vibes, 
soft-shoe and a carbon of Red 
Skelton’s “Guzzler’s Gin” commer- 


| cial set hi ff effectively. 
in both French and English. This | im ptt effectively 


Rest of the production remains in- 


\type number shows chantoosey off | tact with Ralph Young and Tony 


'to best advantage and her business 


of touring the floor with. a hand | 


mike is restrained enough to avoid 
payee embarrassment. Impreshes 
of Sablon, Trenet, Adrius also click. 
|Windup is an audience participa- 
,tion routine to ‘Amuses-Vours” 


| tion. 


Opening slot layout goes to acro- 
/contortionist June Edwards. 
_cemes on in flashy gown which she 
drops after a few swings around 
‘the floor, revealing a brief outfit 
that sharpens her sock acrobatics. 
The fancy Arden productions are 
sparked by the vocals of Bob Dix- 


Gal 


| 


that | (“Enjoy Yourself”) for okay recep- | 


| 


{ 


\ 
| 
} 


Carol doing the production sing- 
ing, Kanazawa Trio giving the-show 
a good warmup and Mons. Choppy 
scoring with his body-paintings on 
the backs of models. Art Waner 
backs show excellently. Jose. 


Minnesota Ter., Mpls. 
(HOTEL NICOLLET) 


Minneapolis, Sept. 9. 
Pat O’Brien. Cecil Golly Orch, 
with Mildred Stanley; $1, $1.50 
cover, $250 minimum. 





Filmstar Pat O’Brien for his sup- 


on, who holds over for another ses- | Per club tour brings a genial and 
sion. Tommy Day’s orch does show Wholesome personality, a talent for 


/music and splits customer hoofing 
'sets with the Ravenda trio. 


nc EM 


! 
397-94 sR! 


| 


genteel entertainment that would 


be suitable in anyone’s parlor and a 


> 3 (Continued on page 63) | ae 
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VARIETY BILLS | 


WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 13 





Numerals In connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


whether full or split week 


in parentheses indicates circuit (FM) Fanchon Marco; ()) independent; 
(L) Loews (M) Moss; (P) Or ee (S$) Stoll; (T) Tivell; (W) Warner; 
alter 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 14 
Noro Morales Ore 

Hial Le Roy 
phil Foster 
Rosita Serrano 
Edwards Bros. 
Music Hall (1) 14 
Gien Burriss 
George Dyer 
G & F Szony 
Jessica Halst 
Nonchalants 
Corps de Ballet 





Al Hibbler 
Tables Davis 
BROOKLYN 
Para. (P) 13 only 
Xavier Cugat Orc 
& Rev 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 15 
Wiere Bros 
Dick Brown 
Mickey Deems 
Toy & Wing 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (R) 14 





Rockettes Ryan & McDonald 
Sym Ore Heten Kane } 
Palace (R) 14 Al Gordon’s Dogs 

Chureh & Hale Kim Yen Soo 
Francis Renault Tim Herbert 
Davey Karr _& Don Saxon | 
Paul Gilbert YO@nely 
4 to fill Reddingtons 
Paramount (P) 13 | 1 to fill | 
c Cavallaro Ore DOVER 
Jean Carroll Strand (P) 16 only. 
4 Evans Asylum of Horrors 
Alen Dale with WASHINGTON ' 
Sapphires Capitol (L) 15 
Roxy (1) 18 J & Paysee 
Mindy Carson Beachcombers | 
B & J Kean Artie Dann 
Mr. Ballantine Nora Toomey Co | 
Carol Lynne HMowerd (i) 15 
Phil Romayne Mille Bros 
Brandt Sis Jackie ‘Moms’ 
Strand (W) 15 | Mabley 
Anthony, Allyn & H |} Ham Tree Harring: | 
Patrice Wymore | ton & Louisa 
Paul Winchell Google Eyes 
Gordon MacRae 3 Buddies 
Florian Zabach | Washingtonians 
Apollo (i) 18 | Ore | 
Duke Ellington Ore | WEST BROOK } 
Johnny Hodges | Star (P) 19 only | 
Dusty Fletcher Asylum of Horrors | 
' 
AUSTRALIA 
MELBOURNE Phillip Tappin 
Tivoli (i) 11 Wim de Jong 


Guus Brox & Myrna 
M & H Nesbitt | 
Wally Boag | 
Babs Mackinnon ' 
Marquis & Family | 
Detroy ' 
Chevalier Bros. 
Ileana Sazova 

Rob Murray 


Celebrity Octette 
PERTH 


His Malesty’s (i) 13 
Armand Perren 
Marion Davies 
Elimar 

Devine & King 
Gerda Bornstad 
Chribi 

Marika Saary 


BRITAIN 
ASTON , Virginians | 

Hippedrome (i) 11 BRISTOL 
Jack Lewis . | Empire (t) 11 
Tommy Rose | Harry Rowson 
Sonny Dawkes Iris Barrie 
Melody 6 | Phyllis Newton , 

BIRMINGHAM | Phil Rivers 
Hippodrome (M) 11 Denis Hobday 
Dey Dey & Dey Jon Boldint 
5 Smith Bros Bernard Jones 
Kay Kortz & ian Haynes 

Eugene David Bros 
C Forsythe & A Pat Garland & 

Seamon Owen 
Joe Black Goldigging Lovlies 
Bery] Orde ARDIFF 
2 Cromwelis New (8) 11 


Canfield Smith 
Rolly & Arry 
BLACKPOOL 
Grand (1) 11 
Jack Radcliffe Co. 
Ronnie Ronalde 
Joan Stuart 
F& J Grey 
Larry Drew 
Jimmy Wheeler 
Opera House (1) 11 
Tessie O’Shea 
Nat Jackley 
Jerry Desmonde 
Terry Thomas 
Ben Yost Guards 
5 Olanders 
Sheila Mathews 
Maureen Sims. 
Tiller Girls 
Palace (i) 19 
Deep River Boys 
Tobas 3 
Johnny Lawson 3 
Frances Coudrill 
Scott Sanders 
George Meaton 
Balliol & Merton 
P. Roseborough 
Tower Circus (1) 11 
Charlie Cairoli 
Paul Co. 
Ernie’s Sealions 
Gilbert Houcke 
Pierre Alizes 
Jacques & Maryse 
7 Ashtons 
Roberto Chiesa Co 
3 Peters 
Baudy’s Animals 
Knie's Horses 
3 Goetachis 
Dorchesters 
Laconas 
Jimmy Scott 
Annettes 
Circusettes 
Balcombes ’ 
WINTER GARDEN 
_ Pavilion (1) 11 
Jimmy Edwards 
Joy Nichols 
Dick Bentley 
Costello Twins 
Nino Wonder Dog 
St. Clair & Day 
3 Bassi 


Eugene's Ballet 


| Charles 


June Lindgren 
Jacques Cartaux 
Jimmy Elder 
Joe Whitehouse 
Alice Bronimann 
Cissy Trenholm 
SIDNEY 
Tivoli (i) VW 
Arthur Askey 
Valerie Tandy 
Roy Royston 
Gil Johnson 
Norman 
Ray Johnson 
Audrey Jeans 
Charles Rolfe 
Bobby Mack 
Wilma Harrison 
Frank Thring 
Ernest Maxin 
Anthea Askey 


Harold Berens’ 
Gladys Hay 
Michael Moore 
Ear nn Andrews 
Petite 4 
3 MacMurrays 
Art Christmas 
Mery 
Kent Bros 
CHISWICK 
Empire (S) 11 
Allan Jones 
Ernest Arnley & 
Gloria 
Hackford & Doyle 
Cookes Pony Rev 
2 Valors 
Linda & Lana 
Chris Sands 
Terri Carol 
DERBY 
Grand (8S) 11 
Lee Brooklyn 
Jill Manners 
Joe Poynton 
Michae 
McKenna 3 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 11 
Richman & Jackson 
Nicholas Bros 
Rosinas 
Jimmy James 
Ike Freedman 
Turner Layton 
3 LeRoys 
Pierre Bel 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 11 
Issy Bonn 


Hazel 
V & T E‘Diliott 
L Clifford & Freda 
Maurice & May 
John Tiller Girls 
Bonn-A-Chords 
Sweet Notes 
Patricia & Rudy 
Denis Gordon 
Arthur Vollum 
Gordon Rolfe j 
GRIMSBY 
Palace (1) 11 
Tex McLeod 
Harold Walden 
Vera Cody 
Cherokees 








Peter Grant 

Patricia Hartley 

Bobby Beaumont 
_ BOSCOMBE 
Hippodrome (1) 11 

Billy Whitaker 

Mimi Law 

B & M Clayton 

© Fairweather 

Phil Lester 

Pat Hagen 

Sonny Hughes 

Elizabeth Parsons 
ric Marsh 

Hi Diddle Diddle 

Debs 


Terry’s Juveniles 

_ BRIGHTO 
Hippodrome (Mm) 11 
rommy Trinder 
Barbara Perry 
Lois Green 

Hall Norman 


& Ladd 
Bentley Sie 


Boots Gibson 
Ottawa Henry 
Bunkhouse Boys 
Texas Cowgirls 
HACKNEY 
Empire 
| Ted Heath 
| Jackie 
| Walter Jackson 
| Romanos 
Ford & Lenner 
Shanvers 
Claude Williams 
LEEDS 


Empire (mM) 11 
Collings & Brett 
Lee Lawrence 
Arthur Worsley 
Betty Driver 
Musical Derricks 

& Tony 
Tommy Fields 
Peterson Bros _ 
Gloria & Splendid | 

LIVERPOOL : 








| Betty Hobbs 

| Billy Cotton Bd 

| Curzon 3 

| Freedie 

| Sicki 

| Bobbie Kimber 
2 Berty Borrest 


| Loren Lorenz 


| Cliff 


| David Nairn 


Ted Ray 


(MM) 11 
Girls 


Empire 


Bamberger 
Pam 


LEICESTER 
Palece (S$) 11 
Bartlett & Ross 








Billy Carroll 
Sherlock 
Bruce Calder 


Luis Flores 


Barry Edwards 
Moray Bros & Dave 
LONDON 
Palladium (M) 11 


Nat King Cole 3 
Will Mahoney 


Larry Adler 
Paul Draper 
Harold Barnes 
& D Barker 
Myrons 
Joe Ortnes 
Palladium Tiller 
Girls | 
Skyrockets Ore | 


MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (S$) 11 
Svend Asmussen 5 
Ulrik Newman | 
Alfred Marks 
Lizbeth Webb 
Stump & Stumpy 
Duncans Collies 
Dorothy Gray 
Joe Church 

NEWCASTLE 

Empire (M) 11 
Hal Monty 
Johnny Denis Co | 
Venue 
Rosemary Andree 
Flack & Lucas 
Margerita & 

Charles 
Kirk Stevens 
Zio Angels 

NOTTINGHAM 

Empire (M) 11 
Rosa & Rosita 
Florence Desmond 
Banner Forbutt 








CANADA 


EAST HAMPTON | 
| Gary Morton 
; Burton & Janet 


Granade (i) VI 
Jack Melville 
Charles 
Charles Adey & 


Dawn } 
{ 


Joan Rhodes 


Freddie Costello | 


MONTREAL 
Gayety (i) 11 


Eddie Gray 

Fran Dowie 

J Adrienne & Leslie 
P & M Honri 
Leslie Sarony 


| Harry 
|3 LeRoys 


Allen & Lee 
| Bobby Breen 
Kavacs 


Hague j 
! 


‘ 








SHEFFIELD 
Empire (M) 11 


2 Sophisticates 


Merry Macs 

D & E Wilcox 
Dorothy Ward 
Annell & Brask 
Alec Pleon 
Sirdani 


| Semprini 
SHEPHERDS BUSH 


Empire (S) 11 
Lester Co 


Cycling Astons 
Lesters Midgets 
SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 11 
Will Murray 
Roy Leo 
Tony Jennings 
Billy Burton 
Roy Murray Jr. 
Cire 
Winstaley Babes 
Kay Butler 
Dan Casey 
Frank Goodwin 


SWANSEA 
Empire (M) 11 
Kizma & Karen 
Nitwits 
2 Harvards 
Max Bygraves 


El Grandas 
Hippedrome (i) 11 
Jimmy Gay 
Johnnie Carlton 
Margi Morris 
Eddie Stacey 
Johnnie Marsh 
Ann Gaynor 
Bertie Sellers 


Emprie (i) 11 
Eltham & Sharpe 
Marianne 
Margit Kollar 
Merry 3 
Magyar Ballet 
D & S Stephens 


Mary Jane Miller 


Sheldon & Brunett 
Julie Balieu 
Charlie Banks 
Whitey Carson 
Shanghai Twins 
Miriam France Ce 
Will Skinner Ore 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Birdiene 
Charlie Parker | 
Coleman Hawkins 

Bive Angel 
Meg Mundy 
Tony & Eddie 
Weavers 
Bob MacArthur 
Stuart Ross 
Harold Cooke 
Eadie & Rack 
Chittison 3 

Bon Soir 
Jimmie Daniels 
Baby Hines 
Norene Tate 
Garland Wilson 
Ellis Larkin 3 

Sep City 
Cavalcade of Jazz 

Care Society 
Gigi Durston 
Will Jordan 
Cliff Jackson 
Stuff Smith 

Copacavans 
Joe E Lewis 
Carol Bruce 
Bill Callahan 
M Dursa.Ore 
Jean Marie & 

Robert 
Shaye Cogan 
Mickey Devine 
Austin Mack 
F. Alvares Ore 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Walter Dare Wahi 
W. C. Handy 
Billy Banks 
Gloria LeRoy 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Chic Morrison Ore 
Rigoletto Bros 
Jack Spoons 
Frank Evans 
Tommy King 
Harry Meehan 
Billy Banks 
Harry Armstrong 
iceland 
Shaw ore 
El Chice 
Rosita Rios 
Los Gitanos 
Pilarin Tavira 
Sarita Herrera 
D’Alonso Ore 

La Commedia 

Maxine Sullivan 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Nola Pardi 
Jean March 
Wayne Thompson 
Bourbon & Bayne 
Irma sHenriquez 
Al Wallis 
Geraldine & Joe 
Le Ruban Bleu 
Shirl Conway 
Michael Brown 
Four Lads 
Deuces Wild 
Norman Paris 3 
Julius Monk 

Little Club 

Ernie Warren Ore 
No Fifth ave 
Simone Dolphin 


Artie 


‘Irving Fields 3 





Jim Hawthorne 


Christine Barrett i 
Downey & Fonville Griff Williams Ore 


Hazel Webster 
Old Roumanian 


Sadie Banks 
Olive White 
Althea . 
Christine Scoville 
Alverda 
Marsha Stevens 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 
Park Ave 
Scotty Graham 
Hetel Ambassador 
Jules Lande Ore 


Hotel Astor 
Xavier Cugat Ore 

Hotel Biitmere 
Sydney Ross 
Harold Nage} Ore 

Hotel Edisen 
Henry Jerome Orc 
Hot New Yorker 
B Cummins Ore 
Rookies 
Jean Arlen 
B. Pennington 
Arthur Johnson 

Hotel Pierre 
Mimi Benzell 
Stanley Melba orc 

Hotel 
Park Sheraton 


Pilaze 
Matthey 


Motel 
Nicholas 
Ore 
M Bergere 
Motel Roosevelt 
Teddy Powell Ore 
Sidney Kassimir 3 
Hotel Statier 
Ralph Flanagan orc 
Hotel Taf? 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Letin Quarter 
Roger Ray 
Mons, Choppy 
Kanazawa 3 
Harrison & Fisher 
Napoleon Reed 
Naaman Ders 
Art Waner Ore 


'D Dorben Dcrs 


' Eileen O’Dare 
| Mervyn Roy 





Penthouse 
Pau) Taubman 
Riviera 
Billy Daniels 
Paul Gilbert 
Jack Cole Ders 
Pat Terry 
Arden Line 
Walter Nye Orc 
Pupi Campo Ore 
Versailies 
Edith Piaf 
Emile Petti Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 
Gerry Fitzgerald 
Tex Fletcher 
Freda Wing 


4 Some 
David Blight 
Village Vanguard 


R Dvyer-Bennet 
Marie Young 
Charlotte Rae 
Clarence Williams 3 
Waldorf-Astorie | 
Vaughn Monroe Orc | 
Ziggy Talent 





CHICAGO | 


Blackhawk 


Susan Scott 
Joel Friend 


“Roaring Twenties” | 


| Connie Baxter | 


David Vogel 
Jesse Elliot 
Ray Arnett 


| and 


Bobo Lewis , Lillian Brooks 

Bobby Barry fic & Adio 

Henry Brandon Orc | Bill Snyder Ore 
Chez Paree D Hild Ders 


Hotei Stevens 
Joan Hyldoft 
Arnold Shoda 
Jerry Mapes 
Jack Raffloer 
Farrar & Carter 
Douglas Dufty 
Harper Flaherty 
Bob Fitzgerald 
Skating Blvdears 
Mary A Fitzgerald 
Phyllis Miles 
Maxwells (2) 
Frank Masters Ore 

Vine Gardens 
Barton Bros 
Folie Miler 
Judy Talbot 
‘Mel Cole Ore 


Frankie Laine 
Dave Barry 
Los Gatos 3 
Doran & France 


Chico Ore _, 

Cee Davidson Ore 
Paimer House 

Georgia Gibbs 

M & M Vierra 


Abbott Dcrs 
Eddie O’Neal Ore 
Helsings 
Georgie Gobel 
Jayne” Walton 
Billy Chandler Ore 
H Edgewater Geach 
Keith Knight 

















Shaw Nixes 


Continued from page 1 











sale would be made to one TV net- 
work, one newsreel company, one 
radio web (using the soundtrack), 


'a recording firm (‘to put the fare- 


well message out as a disk), to a 
newspaper syndicate, ete. These 
would quietly have put the film or 
soundtrack away on the shelf un- 
til the appointed time, when it 
would be sprung instanter on a 
startled world. Short would be 


filmed on the q.t., with camera- 
men, etc., pledged to secrecy. 
This proposal was made before 
Shaw’s broken-thigh accident two 
days ago. 
Promoters figured that with any- 


‘one else,-¢he whole plan would 


have been in very bad taste. But| 
not with the witty, iconoclastic 
Shaw, who would respond to the, 
idea and with a message. They 
also figured they had a $1,000,000 
sale among the various outlets. 
Their only concern was that some-' 


| one else might have thougfMt of the 


idea. 

Duo involved are Michael Mind- | 
lin, Jr., active in ballet, radio and 
film, and Carmen Capalbo, young) 
legiter. Mindlin, who is acquaint- 
ed with theatrical attorney Fanny 
Holtzmann, who handles legal de- | 
tails for Shaw in the U. S., ap-' 
proached Miss Holtzmann with the 
idea. She approved of it, and the 
two flew to Europe end of July. 
Miss Holtzmann introduced Mind- 
lin to Shaw, and next day Mindlin 


' wrote out his proposition in a let- 
| ter to Shaw. 


‘Shaw You Know Is Dead’ 

Postcard answer came back from | 
Shaw, signed “G.B.S.,” reading: | 
“Quite impossible now. The Ber- | 
nard Shaw you contemplate is 
dead, and cannot be resuscitated 
by an ancient spectre exactly like 
every other old dotard with a> 
white beard, piping and croaking | 
into a microphone.” There was_ 
no quarreling with the plan, ap-_ 
parently, or any umbrage taken on | 


the point of bad taste. Shaw just. 
thought himself too old. | 
Undaunted by the postcard, | 


Mindlin wrote to Shaw again, ask- 
ing for another meeting. “I can- 
not believe that the Bernard Shaw 
I contemplate is dead,” Mindlin 
concluded. 

Shaw Sent a reply, using Mind- 
lin’s letter as stationery, cutting 
off the Hotel Claridge name at the 
top, and enclosing it in an old en- 
velope which was scotch-taped to- | 
gether for security. “No,” wrote 
Shaw in answer to the request for | 
another meeting. And opposite | 
Mindlin’s remark about not believ- | 
ing Shaw was dead, the sage) 
wrote, “More fool you!” Then 
Shaw added, “When I say No, I 
mean No, and there is nothing 
more to be said. You have been 
lucky enough to see-me and my 
villa. Now go back home; and 
when you have any other proposal | 
to make put it on a_ postcard, 
which will cost you only a few 
cents.” 

Mindlin still wouldn’t give up, 
wrote Shaw again, pointing 
out bluntly that it would be un-| 
forgiveable if the one man most 
qualified to lead the way, refused 
to lend his aid. He got no answer. 

Then, as last resort, Mindlin 
went to Gabriel Pascal, film pro- 
ducer who has~exclusive rights to 
Shaw's plays, and has _ already 
filmed “Pygmalion,” “Major Bar- | 
bara” and “Caesar and Cleopatra.” | 
Pascal, an old Shaw friend, agreed 
that this would have been a $1,-, 
000.000 idea, but explained to 
Mindlin why Shaw wouldn't agree 
to it. Fifteen years ago, he said, 
Shaw would have done it; the idea. 
would have intrigued him. But he) 





is vain, perhaps naturally, about 


his present wasted appearance; he 
doesn’t want to be remembered as 


he is now. So Mindlin returned to 
the U. S. last weekend, empty- 
handed. me 





New 





Acts 





ROSEMARY CLOONEY 


Songs . 

17 Mins. 

Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 
Rosemary Clooney, who is 


building a nice reputation tor her- 
self via Columbia recordings and 
radio and television appearances, 
picked a bad room in which to 
make her nitery debut. The 
Meadowbrook, which is using a 
policy of a name band plus an act, 
is primarily a dancery. It’s very 
large, with the stand at one end 
of the room, making it difficult 
for an act to project. Nonethe- 
less, Miss Clooney does quite well. 

Chirp has a good voice, both 
for ballads and rhythm items. Her 


appearance is fresh and pleasant, | 


and she shows a good deal of poise. 
On these points, she is ready for 
vaude and nitery appearances. But 
she erred seriously in her choice 
and slotting of material. She sings 
a couple of new but undistinguish- 
ed ballads, and makes the mistake 
of closing with one of them. One 
of her strongest bits, “Why Fight 
the Feeling,” is third from last, 
followed by an okay rendition of a 
standard and the new number. Her 
delivery of ‘That's Good Enough 
for Me,” however, is solid, and 


| suggests the possibility of her do- 


ing more semi-comic numbers of 
this type. 


With a more careful pruning and 
' placing of her songs, she’s a good 


bet for vaude deluxers and the 
nitery belt. Chan, 





CHARLOTTE RAE 
Comedy, Songs 
12 Mins. 


| Village Vanguard, N. Y. 


Charlotte Rae seems like a par- 
lor-performer graduate but with 
sufficiently fresh approach to 
comedy material to put her ahead 
of some in this field. She is fre- 
quently reminiscent of Shiela Bar- 
rett. Has good perception of 


/comedy and flair for delineating | 


a multitude of types. 

Miss Rae scores strongest in a 
garden club bit in which she 
satirizes various clubwomen types. 
She has an off-ke: contralto which 
brings yocks, and several speeches 
that could have been written for 
the late Helen Hokihson characters. 

Miss Rae also essays some 
straight numbers. She did a briefie 


| of .“Summertime” which was vir- 
| tually a throwaway, and also “Be- 


gat” from “Finian’s Rainbow.” She 
indicates that she’s more at home 


| with her own material. 


Miss Rae is yet to acquire more 
experience. There's lots to pick 
up on projection, and some of her 
material needs sharper editing. 


Since she leans toward plumpness, | 
there’s a need of some special ma- | 


terial in gowning and coiffing. But 
it’s likely that a long round of 
steady work will ready her for 
the uptown showcases. Jose. 





| CHERYL CONWAY 


Comedienne 
11 Mins. 
Le Ruban Bleu, N. Y. 

Miss Conway marks a return to 
America from a London show 
(“Carisima’”’) and Continental nit- 
eries. She bespeaks of experience, 


although her material is spotty. 
She is an authoritative blonde 
| whose impact is. commensurate 


with the effectiveness of her ma- | 


terial which includes such items as 
““Money Isn’t Everything,” “I Didn’t 
Want Him” (torch), an Italian bal- 


lad, “Man Without Woman,” and. 


an English folksong which was 


|more brightly introduced than the 
She does , 
better with a French folk song. | 
Withal she holds the room well. | 


basic material is worth. 


Comedienne knows her’ way 


|; around a mike with the customers 


although she has anabrupt manner 


of turning her back on the audi-.| 
ence, to make with the props on 
_the piano behind her. In the main 


she is effective, and can be even 
more potent with judicious 
selectivity. Abel. 





DEUCES WILD 
(Jemmy Komack & Martin Burns) 


Songs 
10 Mins. 
Le Ruban Bleu, N. Y. 
Deuces Wild aren’t. Besides 
which it’s a bad billing for two 


nice kids who. if they don’t like 
Jimmy 
their square handles—should. The 
DW tag sounds 
legmania team. 
Komack. & Burns had some 
Provincetown experience this sum- 


mer at the spot Julius Monk oper-| 
They're a cute) 


ates on the Cape. 
looking pair, one at the piano and 


other thumping a kettle drum for | 


unobstrusive rhythmic accomps 
while both are giving out with 


omack & Martin Burns— | 


like a Harlem. 


unbright joemillers, pseudo-“radio 
revue” takeoff, and the like. It’s 
light, frequently vivid stuff, okay 
| for the “smart” intimeries, such as 
_this boite, but they need sturdier 
_Mmaterial for the less polite and 
more spacious caravanseries. They 
_have promise. ' Abel. 








MARIE YOUNG 

Songs 

| 12 Mins. 

| Village Vanguard, N. Y. 

| Marie Young, a brown-skinned 
gal of Jamaican origin, indicates 
that she’ll do okay in the intim- 
| eries. She has rich pipes and a 
feeling for West-Indian calypso 
numbers and a good ballad de- 
livery. 

Miss Young, on’ show caught, 
concentrated on material by Don- 
ald Heywood, who accompanied 
her on piano. Some of the tunes 
did noi completely get the spirit 
of that area, but as musical comps, 
| they do well in giving Miss Young 
!a good showcasing. The songs 
| seem to be built specifically for a 
femme voice, and pass muster both 
| lyrically and melodically. She 
| should expand he: offerings to in- 
' clude works of other sections of 
the Caribbean region so that 
there might be more of a contrast 
in her selections. Otherwise she 
looks like a singer capable of work- 
ing uptown spots shortly. Jose, 


BILL McARTHUR 
Songs 

10 Mins. 

Blue Angel, N. Y. 

Bill McArthur, newcomer from 
the Coast, has good vocal depth in 
his straight singing, but has yet to 
assemble his performance properly. 
He is a definite talent, with a par- 
ticular aptitude for satire. The lat- 
ter is particularly true of his 
Lena Horne vocal bit. 


McArthur does vocal impres- 
sions on a number of the current 
male singing faves, and they’re 
pretty good, but there’s nothing 
{unusual these days about that sort 
of act. His Lena Horne item is some- 
thing else again, as is any carbon 
by a man doing a satire on a 
femme. His Lolly Parsons takeoff is 
also a nifty, which indicates that 
McArthur has a flair for straight 
comedy sans songs. 

Handles his straight talk pleas- 
antly but could cut the use of his 
hands while doing the. straight 
singing. Kahn. 





LITTLE ESTHER 

Songs 

12 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

| , Little Esther, 14-year-old blues 
' singer, has captured this difficult 
| form of singing. She’s become a 
Harlem fave in short order with 
her delineations of this folk-art. 

Her voice is comparatively robust 
and she knows how to punch up 
the lineage. 

Little Esther, however, poses a 
, problem for the orthodox run of 
vauder. To many it would seem 
distasteful to have this adolescent 
moaning over unfaithful lovers and 
other themes which prevail in 
blues numbers. 

She’s assisted in several num- 
bers by Mel Walker, who alter- 
nates in a few choruses with her. 
| Walker aids somewhat in the over- 
all reception, but generally Little 
Esther gets by on her own. Jose. 


NBC-Sadler’s 


Continued from page 1 


vised, but NBC couldn't work it. 
Only time available on NBC is on 
Monday nights 9:30 to 10:30 
‘(Robert Montgomery show being 
in on alternate Mondays through 
September, leaving some _ time 
open.) Monday, however, is an 
off-night for Sadler’s, with troupe 
neither rehearsing that day nor per- 
| forming at night. NBC has been 
|; pressing Sadler’s for a_ special 
hour’s performance Monday night 
,at the Met, even though the cost 
—involving house, orchestra, 
| stagehands, wires, lines, etc., and 
a full week salary for the dancers 
—would run between 40G and 
50G. But the Sadler’s director, 
Ninette de Valois, has refused to 
permit the troupe to perform 
Monday, claiming the dancers are 
too tired and need that day's rest. 
Troupe is to do a 20-week U. S. 
tour ‘including the three-week 
'N. Y. stay), and management 1s 
believed sincere in trying to save 
excess strain. 

NBC is still hopeful, and has 
been importuning Sol Hurok, 
| who's booking the troupe in Amer- 

















| Gershwiniana, bright small talk, ica, to intercede with Mme. Valois. 
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Palaee, N. Y. 

The Juvelys (2), Minda_ Lang, 
Han Tree Harrington & Louise, 
Great DeLage & Shirley, Catron 
Bros. (2), Ted & Rita Duano, Neal 
Keaton & Georgette Armfield, Mo- 
roccans (4), Don Albert’s house 
orch: “Spy Hunt” (U), reviewed in 
Variety, June 7, ’50. 





The Palace comes up with an- 
other solid layout, sufficiently 
varied to please all segments of 
vaude fans, and it holds attention 
all the way. 

The Juvelys, mixed duo, pace 
proceedings in their slick balancing 
turn. ranging from hand-to-hand 
stuff on terra firma to equally dif- 
ficult feats atop huge rubber balls. 


Minda Lang, personable lass, gets 
over neatly in her whistling stint, 


teeing off with some pops and real- 


ly cooking on “Hungarian Schot- 
tishe” for nice returns. Ham Tree 
Harrington and Louise, colored 
te:m, further enliven proceedings 
with comedy repartee, songs and 
hoofing. Great De Lage & Shirley, 
magico and ‘Ilusion act, offer a 


clever line of bafflers for high ap- 


proval. Even though most of the 
tricks are stanaard, the dexterity 
in projection provides additional 
values. Sword cabinet stunt and 


trunk escapes are given new twists 
for a potent closer. 

Catron Bros. score, as usual, with 
their knockabout comedics and 
hoofing, while Ted and Rita Duano 
rate salvos for their nifty ball- 
roomology. Routines are imagina- 
tive and exvertly projected. Com- 
edy section gets another potent lift 
via the antics of Neal Keaton and 
Georgette Armfield, vet duo, whose 
projection and timing is superb. 
Team grabs laughs via male’s rep- 
artee with deadpan partner, who 
looks and is garbed like a refugee 
from a mortuary. During crossfire 
and satirical striptease she discards 
the Broadway Rose garb and blos- 
Bioms forth as a glam gal for sock 
firich, 

The Moroccans, male foursome, 
close with a lively session of tum- 
bling and pyramid balancing to 
good applause. Don Albert's house 
orch backs proceedings capably. 

Edbae 


Casino. Toronto 


Toronto, Sept. 8. 


Charioteers (5), Los Gattos (3), 
Leroy Bros. Morris & North, 
39b Goodman, Thelma Frechette, 
Dorothy Courtney, Charles Greg- 
ory Line (18), Archie Stone House 
Orch: “Counterblast” (U). 


(2) 


Charioteers provide the marquee 
sock for current Casino package 
but all other acts contribute hand- 
somely to the overall stage stint for 
enthusiastic audience reception, 
including a couple of production 
numbers by the line girls. Travel- 


ler parts on a spirited county fair | 


motif, with girls in ginghams or 
overalls before a sumptuous mid- 
way background for some energetic 
hoofing, a neat vocal assist from 
Bob Goodman and Dorothy Court- 
‘ney, and a whirlwind square dance 
finale that has everything warmed 
up for Los Gattos, three boys on 
for speedy. balancing and _ risley 
routines that are notable for neat 
hand-to-hand and foot tosses that 
score on triple mounts at terrific 
tempo. 

Harris & North have no 
trouble in getting over on their 
patter; with line girls back ‘for 
modernistic rhythmies and_ an- 
other lusty vocal assist by Thelma 
Frechette. Leroy Bros. ring up 
hich applause decibels with clever 
puppet manipulations, notably 
their Hawaii dancers, a Durante 
doll at a miniature grand piano, 
and Gene Krupa on the drums and 
cy™bals for a frenzied finish. 

Charioteers, four singers and 
pianist, 
while but show no signs of les- 
ened popularity. They open with 
“Gaucho Serenade,” then _ into 
“Just a Kiss’ and current 
with the youngsters in the audi- 
ence squealing at those trick fal- 
setto effects, plus a rousing “Old 
Master Painter” finale for a beg- 
off. Biz big.- McStay. 


Chieago, Chi 
Chicago, Sept. 6. 
Toy & Wing Mickey Deems, Dick 
Brown & Hal Kanner, Weire Bros. 
(3), with Mildred Seymour; “Tea 
For Two” (WB). 


This layout has the elements of 
g00d stage fare, even without a star 


;his stylized manner of crooning, 
| becoming a more free and likable 
| personality. 


pops, | 


i 
| is bit about his day of rest with | 
| facile face buffoon getting guffaws | 


‘with his trouble with his frau and | 


Dick Brown, with arranger Hal 
Kanner, is from airer “Stop the 
Music” and has much to learn 
about stage presence. His approach 
is somewhat sugary and choice of 
numbers not too appropriate. | 
Handsome singer begins briskly 
with “Let Yourself Go” but over- 
milks ‘Mona Lisa.” He harks back 
to his airshow with clever arrange- 
ment of “Baby Face, “I Had a 
Little Talk With the Lord,” | 
closes with switch on “It’s So Nice 
to Have Man Around the House” 
for nice applause. 

Weire Bros. and 
mour in musit-eomedy antics, is 
one of the strongest acts of its 
tvpe seen here this year. However, 
some pruning i; advisable, as act 
drags a little when the group come 
back for encores. There is much 
more talking by the brothers and 
instead of a male accompanist they 
have added a tall looker, a charm- 
ing foil. Still, it’s the mugging that 
stands out the strongest. Trio tee- 
eff with their interrupted fiddle 
stint. Miss Seymour runs through 
“Minute Waltz” while’the gagsters 
divert attention by some juggling. 


Mildred Sey- 


Glee Club number, with the old 
hat switch 

laughs. As pianist plays “Blue | 
Danube Waltz’ men pair for a 
dance session 


sion dance for a good closer. 
Louis Basil orch does fine job in 
pacing the show Zabe 


Oriental, Chi 
Hoctor & Byrd, Jacques Cordon, 
Jaywalkers (3), Mel Torme, Sher- 
man Hayes Orch; “Kiss Tomorrow 
Goodbye” (WB) 


|of Your 


While not in the top name, 
classification, this show shapes up 
well for strong word of mouth 
draw. Almost hour long show 
moves rapidly with few dull spots. 
Two band numbers at the begin- | 
ning of the revue might be split, | 
although both are relaxing. 


| stage presence to sell it. 


Hippodrome, Balto 
Baltimore, Sept. 10. 
Mindy Carson, George Prentice, 
Eddie White, Dell Staton 
Mage & Karr, Jo Lombardi House 
Orch (12); “In a Lonely Place” 
(RKO). 


Fairish layout is paced by Eddie 
White, experienced singing comic | 
and a frequent repeater here, and 


takes on name value in Mindy Car-! his 


son, recording chirp with some re- | 


nice going but a bit heavy on the 
music which puts Jo Lombardi and | 
his crack house combo to a com- 
plete and smoothly accomplished 
test. 

George Prentice and his Punch 
and Judy show provides a novel 
and comic interlude with the han- 
dling of the slapstick by the dum- 
mies good for a bundle of laughs 
following the snappy § getaway 
tapped out by Mage & Karr, smart 
working mixed dancing duo. The 
Dell Staton instrumental trio are in 
the trey and the steady strumming 
of guitar, bull fiddle and accordion | 
tends to get a bit monotonous in! 
spite of capable rendition and 
okay mixing of pace and tempo. A 


bit, still draws strong bit of vocalising or clowning mixed Adler & Paul 


into this stint breaking up the 
steady music would make it more 
from its present cock- 
tail lounge groove. 

Miss Carson has a flair for a 
song and a refreshingly wholesome 
Warbles 
“Sez My Heart,” “My. Foolish 
Heart,” “Some Changes Made” and 
“Candy and Cake” to maximum 
returns. Encores with “The Touch 
Lips.”” White gags well, 
sings ‘“‘Never Trust a Woman” and 
a broadened treatment of ‘Wait 
For Me, Mary” and winds up mat- 
ters in good shape. 

Biz fair. 


definitely 


Burm, 





{ 


Cirele, Indpls 


Hoctor and Byrd offer some Indianapolis, Sept. 9. 
lithe terping to “Stepping Out} Three Suns, Ish Kabibble & 
With My Baby.” Duo have imagi- ; Michael Douglas, Martin & Flor- 
native routines, weaving a story enz, Freddie Shaffer Orch; “Wom- 
idea in the tap sessions. Hoctor an on Pier 13 (RKO) 


has a cute sclo with his congo line 
interpretation and Miss Bird | 
scores with fast twirls 
town Strutters’ Ball.” 

Jacques Cordon makes his jug- | 
gling work doubly hazardous, | 
working on unicycle atop a small 
table. He starts strong, skipping 
rope and then switches to hoops. | 
Youngster rhumbas on bike for} 
additional tricks to win hefty ap- 
plause. | 

Three Jaywalkers score with | 
knock-about dance antics. Gab is | 
not as sock as their situation work, 
with slow motion prize fight a 
heavy laugh getter and corny op- 
erating table riutine even 
stronger. Dueling skit makes 
strong closer. 

Mel Torme has wisely changed 





His tunes are more | 
on the beat side, where he first | 
found his popularity. He tees off | 
with “Baby, Baby,”’ and contrasts | 
nicely with “Bewitched,” done in ' 
subdued manner. Husky voiced | 
_crooner does “Blue Moon” for a° 
‘short chorus before he imitates | 
_various singers doing the same | 
number. Then jumps off to his! 
drum chore for sock finale. 


Sherman Hayes fronts house | 
band and displays an energetic 
'personality both in the backing 


and vocal department. Orch mem- 
| bers do well with novelty tunes, | 
i\‘Where Are You Going to Be,” | 
sand “Cry, Cry, Cry.” Zabe. 


have been around for a) 


{ 9 ! 
Empire. London 
London, Sept. 5. 
(24), Empire Bal- 
let (20). Choral Ensemble (12), 
|Arnaut Bros., Helen Wolthing, 
George Melachrino & Orch; “The 
| Miniver Story” ‘M-G), 


Empire Girls 


_Dave Rose’s musical fantasy, spe- 
‘cially composed for the Empire, 
| proves tuneful, under conductor- 
ship of house’s ieader George Me-. 
lachrino. 

Nat Karson’s show, titled ‘‘Cir- 
cus Revels,” serves as good sup- 
port to Metro’s new pic “The Min- 
liver Story.” 

“Man on the Flying Trapeze,” 
sung and interspersed with com- 


- stine’s 


Variety is keynote of a pleasing | 


provide main musical punch, with 
Ish Kabibble and Michael Douglas 
of Kay Kyser’s stable for laughs, 
Martin and Florenz for novelty and 
Freddie Schaffer’s all-girl orches- 
tra, a favorite in dance field here 
but new in theatre, filling the back- 


ground acceptably. 


Suns get a solid reception for 
their slick, relaxed playing of, 
“That’s a Plenty,” “I Never See | 
Maggie Alone” and other pop num- | 
bers. They make a lot of music for | 
a small ensemble, with a light | 
touch the customers like. Douglas | 
also gets a good hand for his war- | 
bling of “La Vie En Rose,” which 
he offers in addition to his mimicry 
and straight stuff for Ish Kabibble. 
Latter sticks close to his familiar 
radio routine for moderate results. 

Martin and Florenz offer a clever 
puppet turn in which their dolls | 
imitate Carmen Miranda, Jimmy 
Durante, Mae West and others. | 
Plenty of class here, plus sharp 
material. Shaffer band doesn’t 


| Seem quite broken-in to stage work 


but shows possibilities in some en- 
tertaining specialties and smooth | 
arrangements. Corb. 


Apollo, N. Y. 

Little Esther, Johnny Otis Orch 
(14), Bob DuPont,,.Zephyrs (2), 
Red Lythe, Mel Walker, Teddy 
Hale, Spider Bruce, Vivian Harris, 
Charlie Ray; “Harbor of Missing 
Men” (Rep), 





| gown while she is 


The Apollo, with a terrific week 
in its kick by virtue of Billy Eck- 
appearance, is apparently 
attempting to continue this surge 
of busiress with a heavy roster of 
performers. There's plenty to ad- 
vertise on the marquee. 


The headliner is Little Esther 
(New Acts), a 14-year-old blues 
Singer, who gets along nicely at 
this house. Other major elements 
include tapster Teddy Hale, Bob 
DuPont and the Johnny Otis band. 


The Johnny Otis band has a 


attraction. However, latter half is edy serves as opener, in which the tough time in getting started. The 


somewhat overlong. 
Toy and Wings, start their terping 
to some fast spins with a strong 


Empire Choral Ensemble is used 
to advantage. « 


Helen Wolthing, Continental 


crew is capable of some excellent 
exercises in violence, as is evi-. 
denced by its “Flying Home” but 


finisher of aeroplane twirl. For the aerialist, performs several stunts it attempts to spread itself too thin. | 


second number team go back about 


in midair, often making audiences 


There are a couple of terping trum- | 


30 years for impreshes of various gasp at what appears a‘sure fall. peters who serve to point up the 


dance steps done to George M. 


“The Sleeping Princess” ballet, 


fact that the organization has at- 


Cohan tunes, including the Castle has practically the entire Empire tempted to spread itself out theatri- 


Walk and some fine soft-shoe. Miss 
Wing registers with her toe work 
in “Kicking the Gong Around.” 
Toy also does some fancv splits. 
Mickey Deems has 


Corps de Ballet taking part. 
Playing return date after four 

months, the Arnaut Bros. prove as 

refreshing as ever. Their violin 


Rege. of 


cally before getting itself set musi- 
cally. Otis conducts at the drums. 
He’s a colorful skin specialist and 
paraddidles his way into hefty 


Mic some neat playing and bird flirtation bit are hands. There seems.to be a loose- 
Quickies but ¢gmedian’s best, piece, still socka 


Ress of orepuizatiop jin this cyew, 


Your Eyes,” “Tiger Rag,” “Bolero” 


|ing stars, phosphorescently illumi- 
| nated, 


|which of course can be corrected | 


|with further playing time. 
' Teddy Hale is a shrewd 
This Negro tapster has a great deal 


fluid dance style which sets him 
off to excellent returns. His turns 
‘are fairly lengthy. He allows him- 
'self to luxuriate in the compara- 
‘tively large stage space for good 
terping patterns. 

The sole ofay turn here is Bob 
DuPont, a comedy juggler who hits 
mark. He pleases with his 
manipulations of Indian clubs, 


and | cent top platters to her credit. It’s balls and sundry items. Highspot is 


still his apple-eating stint while 
juggling a plate, napkin and apple. 

Others on the bill include Red 
Lythe, a singer who comes on for 
a brief bit; Mel Walker, a good 
blues singer who does a turn on 
his own and helps little Esther 
make an impression, and of course, 
the weekly comedy skit. This stan- 
za’s turn, headed by Spider Bruce, 
Vivian Harris and Charley Ray 
gets the most out of a preacher 
bit. Zephyrs complete the bill with 
a good line 0. comedy dancing. 

Jose. 


dancer. | 


Trio, of originality, good routines and |} 





Ice Review 











lee Follies of 1951 

(PAN PACIFIC AUD, L. A.) 

Los Angeles, Sept. 7. 
Eddie and Roy Shipstad and Os- 
car Johnson production of ice 
revue in two acts. Directed by 
Frances Claudet, Mary Jane Lewis 
and Stanley D. Kahn. Musical di- 
rector, Walter J. Rudolph, asso- 
ciate, George Hackett. Original 


:music by Larry Morey. Costumes 


designed by Helen Rose. At Pan 
Pacific Aud., Sept. 7, 50, $3.60 top. 

Cast: Frick & Frack, Aja Vrza- 
nova, Richard Dwyer, Harris & 
Phyllis Legg, Ole Ericsen & John 
Mulvey, the Leduc Bros., Joanne & 
Joyce Scotvold, Hugh Hendrickson, 
Montel Phillips, Betty Schalow, 
Dick Rasmussen & Bill Cameron, 
Mae Ross. Marie Crimmins, Mari- 
lun Ruth Take, Les Hamilton, Vir- 
ginia Morrison. James McAnany, 
Narena & Norris Alice Quessi, Pat 


| Annoble, Bartara Bassine, Phyllis 


Palladium, Lendon 


London, Sept. 5. 
Nat “King” Cole & Trio, Larry 
Draper, Will Ma- 
honey, assisted by Nancy Sheldon, 
Ted Ray, Harold Barnes, Jack & 


ending in a preci- applicable to stage playing away Daphne Barker, The Myrons (2), 


Joe Ortnes and sister, Palladium 
girls (15), Woolf Phillips & Sky- 
rockets Orch. 


| Johnston. 


This is a gala anniversary bill, 
marking the Palladium’s vaude pol- 
icy introduced in 1928, and which 
has been a success ever since. 

Current bill doesn’t measure up 
to the previous show, being less di- 
versified, comprising too many mu- 
sical acts and lacking on comedy. 
However, it’s a good show. Most 
of the acts have played house be- 
fore with exception of Nat King 
Cole and Trio. 

The Palladium girls in neat cow-, 
bow attire, offer a fast-stepping 


| routine in opener, followed by the 


Myros, male team in slick balanc- 
ing atop a ladder, with understand- 
er lying flat on raised platform, 
while topmount juggles hoops for 
nice returns. 

Jack and Daphne Barker, of the 
London bistros, have played niter- 


6 ark . . —: ° . 
to “Dark- |} combination put together on Cir-| ies so long that they reed different 
i cle’s stage this week. Three Suns 


material for vaudeville. Neverthe- 


less they go over nicely. 


Harold Barnes, playing a return, 
comes direct from Harold Stein- 
mann’s “Skating Vanities” at the 
Wembley Stadium. Has _ poise, 
finesse and youth. Tricks are 
breath-taking, and win sock re- 
sponse 


Ted Ray, only Londoner on bill, 
immediately launches into series 
of gags and fiddle playing. 

Larry Adler and Paul 
held house spellbound. On solo, 
Adler, harmonicist, intros’ with 
“Rumanian Rhapsody,” followed by 
“Kerry Dancers,” and winds with 


Draper 


'medley of “St. Louis Blues” and 


“Bewitched,” for top returns. Paul 
Draper is also sock in fine terpsi- 
chorean work, outstanding of which 
is his neat stepping to “Blue 
Danube.” In the teamwork, Draper 
dances to Adler’s accompaniment | 
of “Stardust,” “Smoke Gets in 


and “Hold the Tiger” for solid ap- 
plause. 

Opener of second half, Joe Ort- 
nes and Sister, juggles balls, rings 
and clubs with neat dexterity. 
Final stunt of juggling 168 revolv- 


is an effective closer. 

Coming on to big reception, 
showing he was still remembered 
by many in the audience, Will Ma- 
honey clicks with “She Is My Lil- 
ly’ to good response. Comedy 
with femme partner (real good- 
looker), when he snips her evening 
warbling ‘Il 
Baccio,” in good voice, has audi- 
ence in roars. Winds with dance 
on the xylophone for additional ap- 
plause. Had to beg off. 

Closing are Nat “King” Cole and 
Trio, making their first appear- 
ance here, but no strangers, due 
to their heavy disk sales in Eng- 
land. Cole gets going with the 
oldie, “Yes Sir, That's My Baby” 
to nice returns. His next, “I Love 
You for Sentimental Reasons,” 
gets even heavier response; while 
“I've Got a Way With Women” is 
the topper. Then offers a string 
of requests including ‘‘Make Be- 
lieve,” “Mona _ Lisa,” “Calypso 
Blues.” and “Little Girl.” Rege. | 


Dobrow’s Dual Chores 


Harold Dobrow, of the foreign 
dept. of the William Morris agency, | 
has been assigned to handle theatre 
bookings in addition to the setting 
of talent for European dates. 

He’ll take over the duties of Dave 
Shapiro, who shifted to the tele 
dept. of the agency. 





form that 


‘(whose animal-impersonation 


\fresh frappe fillips as 


Bobyk, Jack Boyle, Charlotte Came- 
ron, June Carruthers, Ginger Clay- 
ton, Pollyanna Crawford. Joan 
Dembeck, Pat Deuring. Jackie Du- 
clos, Lucette Duclos, Ed Dunigan, 
Dolores Dwyer. Wayne Earley 
Trudu Eggers, Evelyn Fasnet, Bar- 
ry Gorman, Dolores’ Grijalva, 
Jeanne Groos Terry Hall, Vivienne 
Hamilton, Joan Hanson, Marjory 
Havenick, Yuonne Hruby, Marcia 
Hutchison, Diane Jacobson, Jean 
Ron Kinney, Stephanie 
Kirby, Mildred Leduc, Letha Linn, 
Dick Mershon, Marlene Miller, 
Dorothy O’Brien. Donna Osterberg, 
Bert Panting, Darlene Peterson, 
Kay Peterson. Joyce Radle, Joan 
Roberts. Carlo. Romero, Patty 
Ruby. Shirley Savana, Pat Scher- 
rer, Lois Secreto, Pat Shanahan, 
Elsie Simmons. Gerri Straub. Nor- 
man Tetrault, Rita Tetrault, Naomi 
Thom»nson, Barbara Tushner, Subil 
Ann Volk. Neil Waldo, Mary Wal- 
ters, Jo Ellen Weitzel. 


Thrills, spectacle and beauty 
have been cannily combined again 
by the Shipstads and Johnson to 
provide a new, frozen frolic. The 
15th anniversary edition of the 
original “Ice Follies’ shapes up as 
a solid two hours and 15 minutes 
of entertainment that mav well set 
new grose records in a 48-week 
swing through 20 cities. 

New names have’ joined 
old favorites to purvey 18 socko 
scenes, without a moment’s let- 
down. Sharply directed by Frances 


the 


Claudet, Mary Jane Lewis and 
Stanley D. Kahn, the cast of vet- 
erans and newcomers earns con- 
tinuous’ vlaudits.« Standouts are 


Richard Dwyer, 14-vear-old_ blade- 
exvert, who easily lives up to his 
billing as a “miniature Rov Ship- 
stad,” and world champ Aja Vrza- 
nova. Dwyer is an accomplished, 
sure skater, and he glides through 
a typically Shipstadian routine 
with aplomb. He’s a cinch to be- 


‘come one of the bright blades of 


the skate world. Miss Vrzanova, on 
all too briefly, readily displavs the 
won her the 1949 and 
1950 skating titles. 

Comedies, as usual, are deftly 
handled by Frick and Frack, who 
frolic on ice for steady laughs, 
with additional yocks gathered by 
Ole Ericsen and John Mulvey 
this 
vear takes the form of a rambunce- 
tious donkey), Les Hamilton and 
Virginia Morrison, and Dick Ras- 
mussen and Bill Cameron. There 
are the expected thrills from stilt 
skaters Harris and Phyllis Legg, 


‘and from the smash acrobatics of 
ithe Leduc Brothers, and the blada- 


gio team of Narena and Norris win 


.a hearty response. Others who con- 


tribute heavily are the winsome 
Scotvold Twins, Montel Phillips, 
Mae Ross, Marie Crimmins and 
Marilyn Ruth Take. 

Beautifully costumed production 
numbers in this 1951 edition range 
from a lavish opening “Ballet de 
Splendour” to the colorful “Eve of 
the Bullfight.” In between are such 
“Baker's 
Treat,” “Roaring Twenties,” “Beau- 
tiful Rainy Day.” “New Year’s 
Eve” and “Starlight Roof,” in 
which the famed Ice Follies Swing 
Waltz is again reprised. 

Effective musical backing comes 
under the baton of Walter Rudolph, 
with Paul Ganron vocalizing and 
commentating. 

It’s customer-pleasing entertain- 
ment all the way—which is what's 
expected from the Shipstads and 
Johnson. Kap. 





Paris Club Reopening 
Paris, Sept. 12. 
Despite anticipation that winter 
tourist spending will be at a low 


level, the Club Champs Elysees, 
which shuttered last season, will 
be reopened by Pierre Marlet. 


The Bernard Hilda orch has been 


yy «re ySet for that spot by Felix, Manouani, , ; | 
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Charley’ Closes With 2006 Profit, 
Texas Ends in Red, ‘Wire’ 706 Flop 


Three Broadway closings Satur- 
day night (9) included one long- 
yun smash, one long-run failure 
and one brief flop. The first, 
“Where’s Charley” was a holdover 
from the 1948-49 season. The sec- 
ond, “Texas, Li'l Darlin’, was a 
1949-50 entry. And the third, “Live 
Wire,” was the second production 
of the current season. “Charley’ 
will probably reopen, possibly with 
Ray Bolger returning as star; 
“Texas” is touring, and “Wire” is 
b_ing junked. 

“Charley,” Which shuttered at 
the St. James because Bolger was 
exhausted, had played 99 weeks 
(792 performances), The Cy Feuer- 
Ernest H. Martin-Gwen _ Rickard 
‘Mrs. Bolger) presenta.ion 
financed at $200,000 ‘plus a $50,- 
000 over¢all which was not actually 
used) and involved a production 
cost of about $180,000. 


sjus $135,000 profit, and has 
around $65,000 in additional as- 


sets, including undistributed prof- | 


its. cash reserve, bonds, etc. 
Depending partly on whether 
Bolger decides to return to the 


Frank Loesser musical after about | 


a month’s rest, the management in- 
tends to reopen it for a limited 
Broadway run before sending it on 
tour, or else reopen it directly on 
the road. In any case, it’s hoped 
that the show will be able to earn 
substantial additional profits. Also, 
studio interest in the film rights is 
reportedly active. 

“Texas,” which closed at the 
Hellinger after 37 weeks (293 per- 
formances) opened a tour Monday 
night (11) at the Shubert, Detroit, 
and moves Sept. 25 to the Great 
Northern, Chicago, for what is 
hoped to be an extended run. The 
Anthony Brady Farrell production, 
which cost about $100,000, had at 
one time earned back about $30,- 


Was | 


It has thus | 
far repaid the original investment, | 





y% 
+> 


Eythe to Join ‘Ear’ In 
Detroit; Beal Stays On 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 
Bill Eythe will rejoin the “Lend 
|An Ear” cast in Detroit, rather 
'than in Minneapolis as first plan- 
ned. Eythe, the shew’s co-produc- 





er, was freed last week from the | 
county jail after being jugged over | 


the Labor Day weekend by his for- 
mer spouse, former actress Buff 
Wallace, for failure to pay a di- 
vorce settlement. Actor raised the 
funds, $3,000, and charges were 
dismissed. 

John Beal will continue his lead 
at the Lyceum for the week of 
Sept. 19, with Eythe taking over 
for the Detroit run. 
originally scheduled to hit London 
about the first of October, show 
will now tour the midwest and out 
to the Coast for a run. After the 
| Detroit two-weeker, show swings 
east to Cleveland, then back to 


Milwaukee, down to St. Louis and | 
then up to Toronto and into Pitts- | 
burgh, where show originated as | 
three | 


an undergraduate 
years ago. 


| 


League to Decide 
On SOMC Status 


| Status of independent subscrip- 
| tion organizations such as Show-of- 
| the-Month Club may be determined 
i this week by the League of N. Y. 


‘Theatres. At a meeting this after- 
|noon (Wed.) Sylvia Siegler, 


revue 





Although | 





| 


} 
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STEPHEN DOUGLASS 


Appearing as “Billy Bigelow,” the 
male lead in “Carousel.” Now in 
the 14th week at Drury Lane, Lon- 
don, England. 

Management: JANE DEACY 
Louis Shurr Office 








Pennsy Strawhat Troupe 


Inked for 14-Week Sked 
At Hollywood, Fla., Hotel 


Boiling Springs, Pa., Sept. 12. 

Extension of the fall and winter 
j}tour of Allenberry Players, to in- 
|clude a 14-week engagement in 
| Hollywood, Fla., under sponsor- 
| ship of the Hollywood Beach hotel, 
|/has been announced by producer 
,Charles A. B. Heinze. The Holly- 
wood Beach hotel is owned by Ben 
Tobin, a backer of the Broadway 
production of “Peter Pan.” 
| Twelve plays will be presented 
at the Hollywood Playhouse begin- 
ning Dec. 26 and running through 
April 8. 


_try Club, contains a 400-seat the- 
'atre, bar and restaurant facilities 
| and living quarters for actors and 









B'way, Road B.0. Prospects Bullish, 
Reflecting General Biz Uptrend 





Atlanta Penthouse To 
Preem With Quinn- Born’ 


_— Atlanta, Sept. 12. 
Penthouse _ theatre, 
showcase-in-the-round, will open 
its season Monday (18) with “Born 
Yesterday,” starring Anthony 
Quinn. 
Hofman, husband and wife co-pro- 
|ducers for the Penthouse, located 
atop the downtown Ansley hotel, 
| made a special trip to New York to 
sign Quinn, recently seen in the 
Chicago company of “A Streetcar 
Named Desire,” to kick off the 
1950-51 season. Carl Betz, leading 
man at Penthouse last season, 
Isabel Price and Peggy Walker, 
| will also be in cast. 
| Penthouse occupies what used 
'to be Ansley hotel’s dine-and- 
dance Rainbow Roof. It has -450 
; seats and seats are all one price, 
$3, 
office is located in the lobby of 
the hotel, ; 
Productions that play here will 
move to Penthouse No. 2, in the 
| ballroom of the Roosevelt hotel, at 
Jacksonville, also under aegis of 
the Atlanta group. Penthouse last 
year played a 36-week season. 


Sadler’s Hottest 
Show on Bway 


| Hottest show on Broadway this 











| week engagement at the N. Y. Met 
‘Sunday (10). Troupe was prac- 
tically sold out before the opening 


000, but has since lost that and an ;SOMC president, will discuss with 


estimated additional $10,000. How-|the League board of governors a_| 


ever, it has paid the overhead of |complaint by ticket brokers that 
the producer’s theatre for a major|her group is actually engaged in 
part of a year. |making “buys” in violation of the 
“Wire,” which folded at the} League’s ticket code. The brokers 
Playhouse, had a run of four weeks | are asking that either SOMC and 
(28 performances). It’s figured to | other such outfits be required to 
have involved a loss of about $70,-| conform to the code or that regu- 
000, including $50,000 production | lar “buys” be legalized. 
cost, $10,000 strawhat tryout losses | 
and approximately $10,000 operat-| between SOMC and the manage- 
ing loss on the Broadway engage-| ment of “Cail Me Madam,” as a 
ment. Financing for the Michael! result of a display ad taken by the 
Todd production is understood to/| subscription group in the Sunday 
have been supplied by Ben Mar-| (10) drama sections. The ad, list- 
den, owner of the Playhouse. ing “Madam” among the SOMC 
“selections” for the new season, ap- 
peared to give the impression that 





Situation developed Monday (11) | 


staff members. | (advance sale took about $279,000 


ry’s Managing director, and his set | with remaining ducats gobbled up 
designer, Marjorie Green Bru- | Monday (11). 
| baker, will head the staff. Allen- | 


‘citronella circuit last summer, are | madhouse since, with demands for 
‘currently staging “Boy Meets, tickets coming in from everywhere. 
'Girl,” to be followed on Monday Switchboard was closed Monday at 
| (18) by a two-week engagement of |4 p.m. due to the ticket calls. 
“Born Yesterday,” starring Dodie | Hurok personally has been duck- 
Bauer. ling all calls, and wondering where 
On Oct. 10 the troupe will hit| so many people got his private 


touring cities in 


Dec. 6, so that the company will | ing. Brokers, however, were get- 





Don Gibson and Elsbeth | 


including tax. Theatre’s box-, 


The Playhouse, which | Week is the Sadler’s Wells Ballet | 
| was formerly the Hollywood Coun-  °f London, which started a three-| 


Richard North Gage, Allenber- | °f the estimated $300,000 gross), | 


| Office of Sol Hurok, which is| 
| berry Players, newcomer to the) booking the troupe, has been a! 


“Papa Is All” will follow and close | weeks or months before the open- | 


By HOBE MORRISON 


Legit grosses in the coming 


months should be increasingly bull- 


‘ish, according to present indica- 
|tions. Business will naturally vary 
| with individual shows, depending 
‘on their different entertainment 


Atlanta’s | quality and boxoffice pull, but pros- 


/pects are generally more favorable 
than in several years, both on 
| Broadway and the road. 

Basis for the outlook is not*so 
much the new season’s lineup of 
shows, apparently not much more 
promising qualitatively than usual, 
but in the current trend of general 
business conditions. Important fac- 
tors in the situation, all based on 
| Official statistics, include the in- 
creasing money in circulation, ris- 
ing employment, expanding nation- 
al income and the likelihood of a 
growing scarcity of consumer prod- 
ucts. 
» With the country converting 
more and more to a war economy, 
these factors are likely to become 
more accentuated. The announce- 
ment this week of the establish- 
|ment of a National Production Au- 
‘thority with power to allocate es- 
sential materials, is bound to lead 
to a shortage of consumer goods, 
such as cars, radios, etc. That, in 
turn, will inevitably stimulate 
|amusement-going, including legit 
| patronage, as it did during World 
| War II and, to a lesser extent, in 
| World War I. 
| For the present, there appears 
to be little prospect of price or 
| wage controls, at least until after 
the election, so the present infla- 
tionary trend is likely to continue 
for two more months, at a mini- 
mum. The partial curbs on credit 
buying tend to be an anti-inflation- 

(Continued on page 60) 


Diosa Costello, 7 Others 
In Touring ‘So. Pacific’ 
Hurt in Wyo. Rail Crash 


Green River, Wyo., Sept. 12. 

Diosa Costello and seven other 
members of the touring “South 
Pacific” company were injured late 
last night (11) when the Union 
Pacific train in which they were 
| passengers collided with a switch 
,engine here. Five of the victims, 
| who received bruises, will be con- 





the road with “The Hasty Heart,” | home phone number. There were | fined to a local hospital for the 
Pennsylvania, | no broker allotments, most of the | rest of the week and will then re- 
Ohio, New Jersey and New York. | tickets being sold via mail orders join the show. 


| 


Besides Miss Costello, those left 
| behind here included Louise Me- 


/have several weeks in Florida be- | ting calls from their regular cus- | Mullin, who plays a navy nurse; 
the organization could get tickets | fore opening the projected 12-play tomers who didn’t know this, the Perry Lopez, bit player and under- 
for the forthcoming musical for schedule. In the spring the tour! brokers claiming Sadler’s to be! study; Ethel Sayles, assistant ward- 


‘C’wich Village Follies’ 














groups of applicants. Since the 


Planned for Revival As management of the show has re- 
Legiter, Video Series Sana te sell theatre parties, the ad 


_ | brought a flock of protests from 
Plans are underway for Morris theatre party agents. 


Green, together with music pub- | Miss Siegler ‘reportedly  ex- 


lisher Jack Robbins and Cork plained to the management that a 
O'Keefe, to revive Green's series. 





, will be resumed with the presenta- 
tion of “The Male Animal,” which 
is scheduled to close on Memorial 

‘Day, 1951. 


‘GUILD SIGNS BRATTLE 





'the second hottest ticket call in 
N. Y., next to “South Pacific.” 

| British company opened _ its 
|N. Y. run Sunday with “Swan 
| Lake” to an SRO house, which de- 
| spite the humidity and heat, gave 
| the dancers an unprecedented re- 


| 


robe attendant, and Norman Wei- 
ner, trumpeter. Two baggage cars 
_containing scenery and props were 
' damaged. 





Delay Denver Preem 
Denver, Sept. 12. 
Tonight’s (Tues.) scheduled open- 


es : : ception. Appearance of Margot’. ; 

of musical revues, “Greenwich | weeng inhergseernen ARG | peed | ‘ LAPSE’ Fonteyn and Michael Somes in the ing of “South Pacific” at the Au- 

Villag r > * . | placed on the ad, and that SOMC x : dit s h h b ll 
illage Follies,” for Broadway i, not taking party orders, but is third-act pas de deux had the crowd orlum here has been cancelled 


presentation and possibly a tele- 

vision series. ‘apply for tickets as individuals, in 
Green is reported clearing rights groups. 

to the title with the estate of the | 

late A. L. Jones, who shared the 


| 
rights with Green. Once Green Playhouse Available For 





,merely allowing its subscribers to | 


Boston, Sept. 12. 
The Theatre Guild last week 
signed the local Brattle Theatre 
Co. for presentation in the forth- 


‘coming Guild production of the, 


Restoration farce, “The Relapse,” 


roaring, in a tumult rarely if ever 
heard before in the staid opera 
house. Critical reception was no 
less enthusiastic. 

Troupe is presenting four new 
works this season, in addition to 


because of the train wreck at 
Green River, Wyo., last night 
(Mon.), which delayed the troupe 
on its jump east from San Fran- 
cisco. However, the company is 
expected to arrive in time for the 


secures the rights he would enter eee See ro ere _ ballets shown here last year. Two 3 matinee tomorrow 

into par ip wi ins an : skedded for the Guild's third sub- | preems will be given next Tuesday )s : 

ome ae ree ae Bookings; TV Deal Out scription play of the new ‘season | (19) in “Giselle” and “Les Pati- | Dee: sed Migennes, understudy, 
Idea is to present a Broadway! Deal for the lease of the Play- and will preem in Wilmington, neurs.” Miss Fonteyn and Somes, Will substitute for Diosa Cosiello 


Version, possibly by next spring, house, N. Y., for use as a television 
and prepare a weekly television | studio, has fallen through and the 
show, with new material andjhouse is available for legit book- 
scores each week. Robbins, who ings. 
would publish the scores, plans to; Understood the owner, Ben Mar- 
use four teams of songwriters, ro- | den, held off from accepting a CBS 
tating on a once-a-month basis. _| offer to lease the property while 
According to Robbins, trio hopes “Live Wire” was playing there. By 
to bypass motion pictures and line | the time it was decided to close 
up the revue for television, while | the Garson Kanin comedy last Sat- 


Oct. 5, moving over to Philadelphia 
before hitting Broadway about the 
middle of the month. 

Albert Marre, managing director 
of the Brattle company, will be as- 


sociated with Ritchard, its star, in| 
directing the play, while Robert, 


O’Hearn will design the sets and 
costumes. Miles Morgan has been 


named technical director and Bur- | 


ry Fredrik, stage manager. Among 


will take leads in “Giselle,” and 
, Beryl Grey and John Field will be 
featured in “Patineurs.” Frederick 
Ashton’s “Dante Sonata” will be 
nreemed Sept. 23, and Ninette de 
Valois’ “Don Quixote” Sept. 29. 


Chi Scene Scrambled 
With Switched Preems 





as Bloody Mary in the Rodgers- 
Hammerstein busical. 


Cleve. Arena Skeds Corio 
Repeat; to Play in ‘Rain’ 


Cleveland, Sept. 12. 
Ray Boyle re-arranged his Ring 
Theatre’s show schedule for a re- 





j at the same time securing radio urday night (9), the network had hose skedded to appear in the | Chicago, Sept. 12. | teseme iomimasians . : 

j or television financing for the | concluded a five-year lease for the ire pee John saaer Robert | _ Chicago legit scene, which was doing Sadie a A Tg Bari 

Broadway presentation, after the Mansfield, i, i - Fletcher, Jan Farrand, Thayer dormant up to a few months ago Sept. 18 for a week. 

i Manner of the soon due Irving) In the meantime, a booking of pavid, Jerry Kilty and Philippa and which now is crowding all | 

; Berlin legiter, “Call Me Madam.” !the Samuel Spewack’s “Golden Sevens . Z available theatres, has tossed up on *. oy Fe stage 
: 1 ans. : : r - | etraw ; rige 

i Revue would also be a fashion , State” was refused and the play is Solid success of Brattle Theatre’s all scheduled openings, with sev- Strawhatter in Hotel Allerton crig 


ee te et eee ee. = hainioesias 


show, now set to go into another house 


late in November. 


‘Stars’ Kicks Off Omaha 


under a tieup with the. 
needle trades industry, says Rob-, 
bins. Also considered is a beauty 
Contest for inclusion in the revue. | 

Robbins 





Says material and, responsible for the Guild’s interest | “eS. F on | jana Barrvmore 
Scores don’t present too much of | Omaha, Sept. 12. i ‘the local players, resulting in Where” Oct. 2 to the Selwyn. Pro a hee Man ee Up the 
a problem, since Green can use| “Lost in the Stars” will not only 41. new tieup ducer was set to do “Angel,” in and John Wilcox in “Light Up tl / 
all the old sketches from the re- lift the lid on the local legitimate . | which he is starred, but prior con- Sky” were held a, a third pte 
} o] wri g fer Was Ma \ 
Vue and others from some of his | season at the Omaha theatre Oct. 3 Harrisburg, Pa. Bert Heckel. tract with playwright Alexander to fill the gap. Holdove! . 


ether shows. For the songwriting and 4, but it will open its own road 
teams, Robbins savs he’s ap- tour here at the same time. 
proached Vernon Duke and Ogden| Hildegarde and company are set 
Nash, Carl Sigman and Bob Hill-|for a one-nighter at Tech High 
lard, Walter Kent and Kim Gan- | Nov. 3 under auspices of the wom- 
non and Jimmy McHugh and/en’s division of the Chamber of 
Johnny Mercer, ° 0 6° 27t | Commerce. a 


production last spring of the Res- 
toration comedy, “The Country 
Wife,” which featured Ritchard and 
his wife Madge Elliot, was largely 





formerly an associate designer at 
the Pasadena Playhouse, has been 
appointed technical director of the 
Harrisburg Community Theatre. 
He succeeds Marjorie Green Bru- 
_baker, who left end of last season 
| to go with the Allenberry Players. 


eral set back and others being 
moved up. Newest development 
has “Angel in the Pawnshop” be- 
ing dropped, with Eddie Dowling 
bringing “Springboard From No- 


_Lidor called for Dowling’s first ef- 
‘forts this fall. 
“Texas, Li’l Darling,” which was 


| to open a day early, Sept. 24, will | 


/ open, because of travel schedule, 
| Sept 25 against “Come Back Little 
| Sheba.” > rab te 


inally wanted her also to repeat 
“Personal Appearance.” in which 
the actress rang up sellouts earlier 
this summer. A pending film deal 
prevented her playing another two 


profitable since the Moss Hart com- 
edy has been a sock draw from 
the start. 

Since the hotel needs its ball- 
‘room-theatre space for winter ban- 
quets, Boyle is forced to call it a 
| season after “Rain” ~¢losés.'‘ — '* 
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Palaee, N. Y. 

The Juvelys (2), Minda Lang, 
Ham Tree Harrington & Louise, 
Great DeLage & Shirley, Catron 
Bros. (2), Ted & Rita Duano, Neal 
Keaton & Georgette Armfield, Mo- 
roccans (4), Don Albert’s house 
orch: “Spy Hunt” (U), reviewed in 
Variety, June 7, °50. 





The Palace comes up with an- 
other solid layout, sufficiently 
varied to please all segments of 
vaude fans, and it holds attention 
all the way. 

The Juvelys, mixed duo, pace 
proceedings in their slick balancing 
turn. ranging from hand-to-hand 
stuff on terra firma to equally dif- 
ficult feats atop huge rubber balls. 
Minda Lang, personable lass, gets 
over neatly in her whistling stint, 
teeing off with some pops and real- 
ly cooking on “Hungarian Schot- 
tishe” for nice returns. Ham Tree 


Harrington and Louise, colored 
team, further enliven proceedings 
with comedy repartee, songs and 
hoofing. Great De Lage & Shirley, 
magico and ‘lIlusion act, offer a 


clever line of bafflers for high ap- 


proval. Even though most of the 
tricks are stanaard, the dexterity 
in projection provides additional 
values. Sword cabinet stunt and 


trunk escapes are given new twists 
for a potent closer. 

Catron Bros. score, as usual, with 
their knockabout comedics and 
hoofing, while Ted and Rita Duano 


rate salvos for their nifty ball- 
roomology. Routines are imagina- 


tive and exvertly projected. Com- 
edy section gets another potent lift 
via the antics of Neal Keaton and 
Georgette Armfield, vet duo, whose 
projection and timing is superb. 
Team grabs laughs via male’s rep- 
artee with deadpan partner, who 
looks and is garbed like a refugee 
from a mortuary. During crossfire 
and satirical striptease she discards 
the Broadway Rose garb and blos- 
Boms forth as a glam gal for sock 
firich, 

The Moroccans, male foursome, 
close with a lively session of tum- 
bling and pyramid balancing to 
good applause. Don Albert's house 
orch backs proceedings capably. 

Edbe 








Casino. Toronto 
Toronto, Sept. 8. 

Charioteers (5), Los Gattos (3), 
Leroy Bros. (2), Morris & North, 
Bob Goodman, Thelma Frechette, 
Dorothy Courtney, Charles Greg- 
ory Line (18), Archie Stone House 
Orch: “Counterblast” (U). 


Charioteers provide the marquee 
sock for current Casino package 
but all other acts contribute hand- 
somely to the overall stage stint for 
enthusiastic audience reception, 
including a couple of production 
numbers by the line girls. Travel- 


ler parts on a spirited county fair, 


motif, with girls in ginghams or 
overalls before a sumptuous mid- 
way background for some energetic 
hoofing, a neat vocal assist from 
Bob Goodman and Dorothy Court- 
‘ney, and a whirlwind square dance 


' 
lis bit about his day of rest with) 


| facile face buffoon getting guffaws: 
jem ae Can ae ew Mindy Carson, George Prentice, 
Dick Brown, with arranger Hal, Eddie White, Dell Staton Trio, 
Kanner, is from airer “Stop the Mage & Karr, Jo Lombardi House 
Music” and has much to learn Orch (12); “In a Lonely Place’ 
about stage presence. His approach (RKO). 
is somewhat sugary and choice of 
numbers not too appropriate. | 
Handsome singer begins briskly 
milks ‘Mona Lisa.” He BJ back and a frequent repeater here, and 
to his airshow with clever arrange- takes on name value in Mindy Car- 
ment of “Baby Face,2 “I Had a Son, recording chirp with some re- 
Little Talk With the Lord,” and. cent top platters to her credit. It’s 
closes with switch on “It’s So Nice "nice going but a bit heavy on the 


Hippodrome, Balio 
Baltimore, Sept. 10. 


Fairish layout is paced by Eddie 
White, experienced singing comic 


to Have Man Around the House” music which puts Jo Lombardi and 

for nice applause. his crack house combo to a com- 
Weire Bros. and Mildred Sey- plete and smoothly accomplished 

mour in musit-comedy antics, is test. 

one of the strongest acts of its George Prentice and his Punch 

tvpe seen here this year. However, and Judy show provides a novel 


some pruning i; advisable, as act 
drags a little when the group come 
back for encores. There is much 
more talking by the brothers and 
instead of a male accompanist they 
have added a tall looker, a charm- 
ing foil. Still, it’s the mugging that 
stands out the strongest. Trio tee- 
cff with their interrupted fiddle 
stint. Miss Seymour runs through 
“Minute Waltz’ while™the gagsters 
divert attention by some juggling. 


and comic interlude with the han- 
dling of the slapstick by the dum- 
mies good for a bundle of laughs 
following the snappy = getaway 
tapped out by Mage & Karr, smart 
working mixed dancing duo. The 
Dell Staton instrumental trio are in 
the trey and the steady strumming 
of guitar, bull fiddle and accordion 
tends to get a bit monotonous in! 
spite of capable rendition and 


Glee Club number, with the old okay mixing of pace and tempo. A 
hat switch bit, still draws strong bit of vocalising or clowning mixed 
laughs, As _ pianist plays “Blue} into this stint breaking up the 
Danube Waltz” men pair for a steady music would make it more 
dance session ending in a preci-' applicable to stage playing away 


sion dance for a good closer. 
Louis Basil orch does fine job in 
pacing the show Zabe 


from its present 
tail lounge groove. 

Miss Carson has a flair for a 
| song and a refreshingly wholesome 
stage presence to sell it. Warbles 
“Sez My Heart,” “My. Foolish 
Heart,” “Some Changes Made” and 
“Candy and Cake” to maximum 


definitely cock- 


Oriental, Chi 
Hoctor & Byrd, Jacques Cordon, 
Jaywalkers (3), Mel Torme, Sher- 
man Hayes Orch; “‘Kiss Tomorrow 


Goodbye” (WB) returns. Encores with “The Touch 
: 'of Your Lips.” White gags well, 
Whil : | sings “Never Trust a Woman” and 
P= 1 nin this el p Aen PI broadened treatment of “Wait 
= piped id. 3 For Me, Mary” and winds up mat- 
wéll for strong word of mouth rs in good sh: 
draw. Almost hour long show ters In good shape. 


moves rapidly with few dull spots. Biz fair. Burm. 


|self to luxuriate in the compara- 


manipulations of 


|idea 


Two band numbers at the begin- | 
ning of the revue might be split, | 
although both are relaxing. 

Hoctor and Byrd 
lithe terping to 
With My Baby.” 


offer some 
“Stepping Out | 
Duo have imagi- 


in the tap sessions. Hoctor 
has a cute solo with his congo line 
interpretation and Miss Bird | 
scores with fast twirls to “Dark- 
town Strutters’ Ball.” 

Jacques Cordon makes his jug- 
gling work doubly hazardous, | 
working on unicycle atop a small 
table. He starts strong, skipping 
rope and then switches to hoops. | 
Youngster rhumbas on bike for} 
additional tricks to win hefty ap- 
plause. 

Three Jaywalkers score 
knock-about dance antics. 
not as sock as their situation work, | 
with slow motion prize fight a/| 
heavy laugh getter and corny op- 
erating table riutine even 
stronger. Dueling skit makes 
strong closer. 

Mel Torme has wisely changed | 


with | 


Michael 
|native routines, weaving a story enz, Freddie Shaffer Orch; “Wom- 
an on Pier 13 | 


| combination 
i cle’s stage this week. Three Suns 
provide main musical punch, with 


Gab is th 





Circle, Indpls 
Indianapolis, Sept. 9. 


Suns, Ish Kabibble & 
Douglas, Martin & Flor- 


Three 
(RKO) 
Variety is keynote of a pleasing | 


put together on Cir-| 


Ish Kabibble and Michael Douglas 


of Kay Kyser’s stable for laughs, 
Martin and Florenz for novelty and 


Freddie Schaffer’s all-girl orches- 


tra, a favorite in dance field here 
, but new in theatre, filling the back- 
‘ground acceptably. 


Suns get a solid reception for 
eir slick, relaxed playing of 
“That’s a Plenty,” “I Never See, 
Maggie Aione” and other pop num- | 
bers. They make a lot of music for | 
a small ensemble, with a light 
touch the customers like. Douglas 
also gets a good hand for his war- | 


finale that has everything warmed |jhis stylized manner of crooning, | bling of “La Vie En Rose,” which | 
up for Los Gatlos, three boys on | becoming a more free and likable | he offers in addition to his mimicry 


for speedy. balancing and risley 
routines that are notable for neat 
hand-to-hand and foot tosses that 
score on triple mounts at terrific 
tempo. 

Harris & North have no 
trouble in getting over on their 


patter; with line girls back ‘for 
modernistic rhythmies and = an- 
other lusty vocal assist by Thelma 
Frechette. Leroy Bros. ring up 


hich applause decibels with clever 
puppet manipulations, notably 
their Hawaii dancers, a Durante 
doll at a miniature grand piano, 
and Gene Krupa on the drums and 
cy™bals for a frenzied finish. 
Charioteers, four singers and 
pianist, have been around for a 
while but show no signs of les- 
sened popularity. They open with 
“Gaucho Serenade.” then into 
“Just a Kiss’ and current pops, 
with the youngsters in the audi- 
ence squealing at those trick fal- 
setto effects, plus a rousing “Old 
Master Painter” finale for a beg- 
off. Biz big.- McStay. 


Chicago, Chi 
Chicago, Sept. 6. 
Toy & Wing Mickey Deems, Dick 
Brown & Hal Kanner, Weire Bros. 
(3), with Mildred Seymour; “Tea 
For Two” (WB). 


This layout has the elements of 
good stage fare, even without a star 
attraction. However, latter half is 
somewhat overlong. 

Toy and Wins, start their terping 
to some fast spins with a strong 
finisher of aeroplane twirl. For the 
second number team go back about 
30 years for impreshes of various 
dance steps done to George M. 
Cohan tunes, ircluding the Castle 
Walk and some fine soft-shoe. Miss 
Wing registers with her toe work 
in “Kicking the Gong Around.” 
Toy also does some fanev splits. 

Mickey Deems has some neat 


Quickies but ¢gmedian’s, best, piece, still socka 


personality. His tunes are more | 
on the beat side, where he first | 
found his popularity. He tees off | 
with “Baby, Baby,” and contrasts | 
nicely with “Bewitched,” done in | 
subdued manner. Husky voiced | 
crooner does “Blue Moon” for a 
short chorus before he _ imitates | 
various singers doing the same | 
number. Then jumps off to his 
drum chore for sock finale. 


Sherman Hayes fronts house 
band and displays an energetic 
personality both in the backing 


and vocal department. Orch mem- | 


| bers do well with novelty tunes, | 
Going to Be,’ ; 


i“Where Are You 
and “Ory, Cry, Cry.” 
| ” rata, “20 
Empire, London 
London, Sept. 5. 


Zabe, 


| Empire Girls 


(24), Empire Bal- 
let (20), Choral Ensemble (12), 
|Arnaut Bros., Helen Wolthing, 


George Melachrino & Orch; “The 
| Miniver Story” ‘M-G). : 
Teer « 

Dave Rose’s musical fantasy, spe- 
‘cially composed for the Empire, 


| proves tuneful, under conductor- 


ship of house’s leader George Me- | 


lachrino. 

Nat Karson’s show, titled “Cir- 
cus Revels,” serves as good sup- 
| port to Metro’s new pic “The Min- 
|iver Story.” 

“Man on the Flying Trapeze,” 
sung and interspersed with com- 
edy serves as opener, in which the 
Empire Choral Ensemble is used 
to advantage. 6 

Helen Wolthing, Continental 
aerialist, performs several stunts 
in midair, often making audiences 
gasp at what appears a‘sure fall. 

“The Sleeping Princess” ballet, 
has practically the entire Empire 
Corps de Ballet taking part. 

Playing return date after four 
months, the Arnaut Bros. prove as 
refreshing as ever. Their violin 
playing and bird flirtation bit are 


| material. 
| seem quite broken-in to stage work 


| (14), Bob DuPont,,.Zephyrs 
‘Red Lythe, 
Hale, Spider Bruce, Vivian Harris, 
‘Charlie Ray; “Harbor of Missing. 


and straight stuff for Ish Kabibble. 
Latter sticks close to his familiar 
radio routine for moderate results. 

Martin and Florenz offer a clever 
puppet turn in which their dolls | 
imitate Carmen Miranda, Jimmy 
Durante, Mae West and others. | 


| Plenty of class here, plus sharp 


Shaffer band doesn’t 
but shows possibilities in some en- 
tertaining specialties and smooth 
arrangements. Corb. 





Apollo, N. Y. | 
Little Esther, Johnny Otis Orch 
(2), 
Teddy 


Mel Walker, 


Men” (Rep), 


, gown while she 


The Apollo, with a terrific week 
in its kick by virtue of Billy Eck- 
stine’s appearance, is apparently 
attempting to continue this surge 
of busiress with a heavy roster of 
performers. There's plenty to ad- 
vertise on the marquee. 


The headliner is Little Esther 
(New Acts), a 14-vear-old blues 
singer, who gets along nicely at 
this house. Other major elements 
include tapster Teddy Hale, Bob 
DuPont and the Johnny Otis band. 

The Johnny Otis band has a 
tough time in getting started. The 
crew is capable of some excellent 
exercises in violence, as is evi- 
denced by its “Flying Home” but 
it attempts to spread itself too thin. 
There are a couple of terping trum- 
peters who serve to point up the 
fact that the organization has at- 
tempted to spread itself out theatri- 
cally before getting itself set musi- 
cally. Otis conducts at the drums. 
He’s a colorful skin specialist and 
paraddidles his way into hefty 
hands. There seems.to be a loose- 


| 


Rege.s .; pess of, organization jin this eyew, dept. of the agency. 


| bow 
| routine in opener, followed by the 


|which of course can be corrected 
| with further playing time. 

Teddy Hale is a shrewd dancer. 
This Negro tapster has a great deal 
of originality, good routines and | 
fluid dance style which sets him | 
off to excellent returns. His turns | 
are fairly lengthy. He allows him- 


tively large stage space for good 
terping patterns. 

The sole ofay turn here is Bob 
DuPont, a comedy juggler who hits 
his mark. He pleases with his 
Indian clubs, 
balls and sundry items. Highspot is 
still his apple-eating stint while 
juggling a plate, napkin and apple. 

Others on the bill include Red 
Lythe, a singer who comes on for 
a brief bit; Mel Walker, a good 
blues singer who does a turn on 
his own and helps little Esther 
make an impression, and of course, 
the weekly comedy skit. This stan- 
za’s turn, headed by Spider Bruce, 


Vivian Harris and Charley Ray 
gets the most out of a preacher 


bit. Zephyrs complete the bill with 
a good line o. comedy dancing. 
Jose. 


Palladium, London 
London, Sept. 5. 
Nat “King” Cole & Trio, Larry 
Adler & Paul Draper, Will Ma- 
honey, assisted by Nancy Sheldon, 
Ted Ray, Harold Barnes, Jack & 
Daphne Barker, The Myrons (2), 
Joe Ortnes and sister, Palladium 
girls (15), Woolf Phillips & Sky- 
rockets Orch. 


This is a gala anniversary bill, 
marking the Palladium’s vaude pol- 
icy introduced in 1928, and which 
has been a success ever since. 

Current bill doesn’t measure up 
to the previous show, being less di- 
versified, comprising too many mu- 
sical acts and lacking on comedy. 
However, it’s a good show. Most 
of the acts have played house be- 
fore with exception of Nat King 
Cole and Trio. 

The Palladium girls in neat cow- 
attire, offer a fast-stepping 


Myros, male team in slick balanc- 
ing atop a ladder, with understand- 
er lying flat on raised platform, 
while topmount juggles hoops for 
nice returns. 

Jack and Daphne Barker, of the 
London bistros, have played niter- 
ies so long that they reed different 
material for vaudeville. Neverthe- 
less they go over nicely. 

Harold Barnes, playing a return, 
comes direct from Harold Stein- 
mann’s “Skating Vanities” at the 
Wembley Stadium. Has poise, 
finesse and youth. Tricks are 
breath-taking, and win sock re- 
sponse 

Ted Ray, only Londoner on bill, 
immediately launches into series | 
of gags and fiddle playing. 

Larry Adler and Paul 
held house spellbound. On solo, 
Adler, harmonicist, intros with 
“Rumanian Rhapsody,” followed by 
“Kerry Dancers,” and winds with 
medley of “St. Louis Blues” and 
“Bewitched,” for top returns. Paul 
Draper is also sock in fine terpsi- 
chorean work, outstanding of which 
is his neat stepping to “Blue 
Danube.” In the teamwork, Draper 
dances to Adler's accompaniment 
of “Stardust,” “Smoke Gets in 
Your Eyes,” “Tiger Rag,” “Bolero” 
and “Hold the Tiger” for solid ap-| 
plause. 

Opener of second half, Joe Ort- 
nes and Sister, juggles balls, rings 
and clubs with neat dexterity. 
Final stunt of juggling 16 revolv- 


Draper 


|ing stars, phosphorescently illumi- 


nated, is an effective closer. 

Coming on to big reception, 
showing he was still remembered 
by many in the audience, Will Ma- 
honey clicks with “She Is My Lil- 
ly” to good response. Comedy 
with femme partner (real good- 
looker), when he snips her evening 
is warbling ‘Il 
Baccio,” in good voice, has audi- 
ence in roars. Winds with dance 
on the xylophone for additional ap- 
plause. Had to beg off. 

Closing are Nat “King” Cole and 
Trio, making their first appear- 
ance here, but no strangers, due 
to their heavy disk sales in Eng- 
land. Cole gets going with the 
oldie, “Yes Sir, That's My Baby” 
to nice returns. His next, “I Love 
You for Sentimental Reasons,” 
gets even heavier response; while 
“I've Got a Way With Women” is 
the topper. Then offers a string 
of requests including “‘Make Be- 
lieve,” “Mona _ Lisa,” “Calypso 
Blues.” and “Little Girl.” Rege. | 


Dobrow’s Dual Chores 


Harold Dobrow, of the foreign 
dept. of the William Morris agency, 
has been assigned to handle theatre 
bookings in addition to the setting 
of talent for European dates, 

He'll take over the duties of Dave 
Shapiro, who shifted to the tele 





‘ear Johnson production of 





Ice Review 











lee Follies of 1951 
(PAN PACIFIC AUD, L. A.) 
Los Angeles, Sept. 7. 


Eddie and Roy Shipstad and Os- 
ice 
revue in two acts. Directed by 
Frances Claudet, Mary Jane Lewis 
and Stanley D. Kahn. Musical di- 
rector, Walter J. Rudolph, asso- 
ciate, George Hackett. Original 
music by Larry Morey. Costumes 
designed by Helen Rose. At Pan 
Pacific Aud., Sept. 7, 50, $3.60 top. 

Cast: Frick & Frack, Aja Vrza- 
nova, Richard Dwyer, Harris & 
Phyllis Legg, Ole Ericsen & John 
Mulvey, the Leduc Bros., Joanne & 
Joyce Scotvold, Hugh Hendrickson, 


Montel Phillips, Betty Schalow, 
Dick Rasmussen & Bill Cameron, 
Mae Ross. Marie Crimmins, Mar- 


lun Ruth Take, Les Hamilton, Vir- 
ginia Morrison. James McAnany, 
Narena & Norris Alice Quessu, Pat 
Arnoble, Bartara Bassine, Phyllis 
Bobyk, Jack Boyle, Charlotte Came- 


|ron, June Carruthers, Ginger Clay- 
i ton, 


Pollyanna Crawford. Joan 
Dembeck, Pat Deuring. Jackie Du- 
clos, Lucette Duclos. Ed Dunigan, 
Dolores Dwyer. Wayne Earley 
Trudu Eggers, Evelyn Fasnet, Bar- 
ry Gorman, Dolores’ Grijalva, 
Jeanne Groos Terry Hall, Vivienne 
Hamilton, Joan Hanson, Marjory 
Havenick, Yvonne Hruby, Marcia 
Hutchison, Diane Jacobson, Jean 
Johnston. Ron Kinney, Stephanie 
Kirby, Mildred Leduc, Letha Linn, 
Dick Mershon, Marlene Miller, 
Dorothy O’Brien. Donna Osterberg, 
Bert Panting, Darlene Peterson, 
Kay Peterson, Joyce Radle, Joan 
Roberts. Carlo. Romero, Patty 
Ruby, Shirley Savana, Pat Scher- 
rer, Lois Secreto, Pat Shanahan, 
Elsie Simmons. Gerri Straub. Nor- 
man Tetrault, Rita Tetrault, Naomi 
Thom»wson, Barbara Tushner, Subil 
Ann Volk. Neil Waldo, Mary Wal- 
ters, Jo Ellen Weitzel. 


Thrills. spectacle and beauty 
have been cannily combined again 
by the Shipstads and Johnson to 
provide a new, frozen frolic. The 
15th anniversarv edition of the 
original “‘Ice Follies’ shapes up as 
a solid two hours and 15 minutes 
of entertainment that may well set 
new grose records in a 48-week 
swing through 20 cities. 

New names have joined the 
old favorites to purvey 18 socko 
scenes, without a moment’s let- 
down. Sharply directed by Frances 
Claudet, Mary Jane Lewis and 
Stanley D. Kahn, the cast of vet- 
erans and newcomers earns con- 
tinuous ovlatudits.« Standouts are 
Richard Dwyer. 14-vear-old blade- 
exvert, who easily lives up to his 
billing as a “miniature Roy Ship- 


| stad,” and world champ Aja Vrza- 


nova. Dwyer is an accomplished, 
sure skater, and he glides through 
a typically Shipstadian routine 
with aplomb. He's a cinch to be- 


‘come one of the bright blades of 


the skate world. Miss Vrzanova, on 


|all too briefly, readily displavs the 


form that won her the 1949 and 
1950 skating titles. 

Comedies, as usual, are deftly 
handled by Frick and Frack, who 
frolic on ice for steady laughs, 
with additional yocks gathered by 
Ole Ericsen and John Mulvey 
(whose animal-impersonation this 


i vear takes the form of a rambune- 


tious donkey), Les Hamilton and 
Virginia Morrison, and Dick Ras- 
mussen and Bill Cameron. There 
are the expected thrills from stilt 
skaters Harris and Phyllis Legg, 
and from the smash acrobatics of 


ithe Leduc Brothers, and the blada- 


gio team of Narena and Norris win 
a hearty response. Others who con- 
tribute heavily are the winsome 
Scotvold Twins, Montel Phillips, 
Mae Ross, Marie Crimmins and 
Marilyn Ruth Take. 

Beautifully costumed production 
numbers in this 1951 edition range 
from a lavish opening “Ballet de 
Splendour” to the colorful “Eve of 


the Bullfight.” In between are such 
ifresh frappe fillips as 


“Baker's 
Treat,” “Roaring Twenties,” “Beau- 
tiful Rainy Day,” “New Year's 
Eve” and “Starlight Roof,” in 
which the famed Ice Follies Swing 
Waltz is again reprised. 

Effective musical backing comes 
under the baton of Walter Rudolph, 
with Paul Ganron vocalizing and 
commentating. 

It’s customer-pieasing entertain- 
ment all the way—which is what's 
expected from the Shipstads and 
Johnson. Kap. 





Paris Club Reopening 
Paris, Sept. 12. 
Despite anticipation that winter 
tourist spending will be at a low 


level, the Club Champs Elysees, 
which shuttered last season, will 
be reopened by Pierre Marlet. 


The Bernard Hilda orch has been 


sy or uhatt for that spot by Felix, Manouani, , , ; 
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‘Charley’ Closes-With 2006 Profi, 
Texas Ends in Red, ‘Wire’ 706 Flop 


Three Broadway closings Satur- + 


day nigish. one long-run failure | Eythe to Tals Wie’ lo 
Detroit; Beal Stays On 








and one brief flop. The first, 
Chicago, Sept. 12. 


“Where’s Charley” was a holdover 
from the 1948-49 season. The sec- 
Bill Eythe will rejoin the “Lend | 
|An Ear” cast in Detroit, rather | 


ond, “Texas, Li'l Darlin’,” was a 

1949-50 entry. And the third, “Live 
|than in Minneapolis as first plan- 
ned. Eythe, the shew’s co-produc- | 





Wire,” was the second production 
of the current season. “Charley” 
will probably reopen, possibly with 


Ray Bolger returning as_ star;/ er was freed last week from the | 
” % “ing d “Wire’ 5 
“Texas” 1S _— an ire 4S | county jail after being jugged over | 
bing junked. the Labor Day weekend by his for- 
“Charley,” which shuttered at; mer spouse, former actress Buff 


the St. James because Bolger was 
exhausted, had played 99 weeks 
(792 performances), The Cy Feuer- 
Ernest H. Martin-Gwen _ Rickard 
(Mrs. Bolger) presenta.ion was | 
financed at $200,000 ‘plus a $50,- 
000 over¢all which was not actually 
used) and involved a production 
cost of about $180,000. It has thus | 
far repaid the original investment, | 
plus $135,000 profit, and has 


Wallace, for failure to pay a di- 
vorce settlement. Actor raised the 
funds, $3,000, and charges were 
dismissed. 


John Beal will continue his lead 
at the Lyceum for the week of 
Sept. 19, with Eythe taking over 
for the Detroit run. Although | 
originally scheduled to hit London 
about the first of October, show 
around $65,000 in additional ‘as-| {Othe Coast fora run After the 
‘ts. including undistributed prof- : mee a ner?" noel a 
a prngppree bonds. etc Detroit two-weeker, show swings 
its, cash reserve, bonds, etc. east to Cleveland, then back to 
Depending partly on whether Milwaukee, down to St. Louis and 
Bolger decides to return to the/then up to Toronto and into Pitts- 
Frank Loesser musical after about 'burgh, where show originated as 
a month’s rest, the management in-| an undergraduate revue three) 
tends to reopen it for a limited 














| 








‘Stars’ Kicks Off Omaha 
Omaha, Sept. 12. 
“Lost in the Stars” will not only 
lift the lid on the local legitimate | 


years ago. 
Broadway run before sending it on 
tour, or else reopen it directly on | 
* 
that the show will be able to earn L e {0 De de 
substantial additional profits. Also, | e ll (] 
studio interest in the film rights is 
“Texas,” which closed at the 
Hellinger after 37 weeks (293 per- 
night (11) at the Shubert, Detroit, | Status of independent subscrip- 
and moves Sept. 25 to the Great | tion organizations such as Show-of- 
Northern, Chicago, for what is | 
hoped to be an extended run. The | °" 
Anthony Brady Farrell production, | this week by the League of N. Y. 
one time earned back about $30,- | noon (Wed.) Sylvia __ Siegler, | 
000, but has since lost that and an ;|SOMC president, will discuss with ' 
estimated additional $10,000. How-|the League board of governors a 
the producer’s theatre for a major|her group is actually engaged in 
part of a year. |making “buys” in violation of the 
Playhouse, had a run of four weeks | are asking that either SOMC and 
(28 performances). It’s figured to| other such outfits be required to 
have involved a loss of about $70,-| conform to the code or that regu- | 
cost, $10,000 strawhat tryout losses | Situation developed Monday (11) 
and approximately $10,000 operat-| between SOMC and the manage- 
ing loss on the Broadway engage-| ment of “Cail Me Madam,” as a 
Todd production is understood to subscription group in the Sunday 
have been supplied by Ben Mar-| (10) drama sections. The ad, list- 
den, owner of the Playhouse. ing “Madam” among the SOMC 
peared to give the impression that 
the organization could get tickets 
° for the forthcoming musical for 
Planned for Revival As 
L t Vid Se ‘ management of the show has re- 
fused to sell theatre parties, the ad 
egl er, 1de0 MS ought a flock of protests from 
Green, together with music pub- F 
PERN ny . - ; Miss Siegler reportedly ex- 
rg fon nigy and Cork’ piained to the management that a 
cere, to revive Greens serleS \rong interpretation had been 
Mata so for hogienge ord not taking party orders, but is 
arr nea and possibly a tele-| merely allowing its subscribers to 
a nee ‘apply for tickets as individuals, in 
_ the title with the estate of the 
ate A. L. Jones, who shared the! , 
rights with Green. Once Green | Playhouse Available For 
into partnership with Robbins and M4 
O'Keefe. Bookings; TV Deal Out 
Idea is to present a Broadway| Deal for the lease of the Play- 
and prepare a weekly television | studio, has fallen through and the 
show, with new material and house is available for legit book- 
Scores each week. Robbins, who ings. 
use four teams of songwriters, ro- | den, held off from accepting a CBS 
tating on a once-a-month basis. ‘offer to lease the property while 
According to Robbins, trio hopes | “Live Wire” was playing there. By 
up the revue for television, while the Garson Kanin comedy last Sat- 
at the same time securing radio urday night (9), the network had 
or television financing for the) concluded a five-year lease for the 
manner of the soon due Irving; [In the meantime, a booking of 
Berlin legiter, “Call Me Madam.” |the Samuel Spewack’s “Golden 
Revue would also be a fashion State” was refused and the play is 
needle trades industry, says Rob- late in November. 
bins. Also considered is a beauty 
Contest for inclusion in the revue. | 
Scores don’t present too much of | 
* problem, since Green can use 
all the old sketches from the re- 
Other shows. For the songwriting and 4, but it will open its own road 
teams, Robbins says _ he’s 
proached Vernon Duke and Ogden 
“sh, Carl Sigman and Bob Hill- 
lard, Walter Kent and Kim Gan- 
non and 


the road. In any case, it’s hoped 
reportedly active. 0 SOMC S 
tatus 
formances) opened a tour Monday u 
| the-Month Club may be determined 
which cost about $100,000, had at | Theatres. At a meeting this after- 
ever, it has paid the overhead of|complaint by ticket brokers that 
“Wire,” which folded at the | League’s ticket code. The brokers | 
000, including $50,000 production | lar “buys” be legalized. 
ment. Financing for the Michael | resylt of a display ad taken by the 
ane Y “a “selections” for the new season, ap- 
G’wich Village Follies 
groups of applicants. Since the 
Plans are underway for Morris | theatre party agents. 
of musical revues, “Greenwich | placed on the ad, and that SOMC 
Green is reported clearing rights | groups. 
Secures the rights he would enter 
Version, possibly by next spring, house, N. Y., for use as a television 
would publish the scores, plans tO, Understood the owner, Ben Mar- 
to bypass motion pictures and line |the time it was decided to close 
Broadway presentation, after the Mansfield, N. Y. 
Show, under a tieup with the now set to go into another house 
Robbins says material and | 
Vue and others from some of his season at the Omaha theatre Oct. 3 
N 
Johnny Mercer, °’ 


Jimmy McHugh and) 
caus | Commerce. 


ap- | tour here at the same time. 
‘for a one-nighter at Tech High 


'Nov. 3 under auspices of the wom- | 
len ‘ baker, who left end of last season | Sept 25 against “Come Back Little 


| to go with the Ailenberry Players. | Sheba.’ : ' 


Hildegarde and company are set 


en’s division of the Chamber of 


a 


& 


STEPHEN DOUGLASS | 


Appearing as “Billy Bigelow,” the 
male lead in “Carousel.” Now in 
the 14th week at Drury Lane, Lon- 
don, England. 

Management: JANE DEACY 
Louis Shurr Office 








Pennsy Strawhat Troupe 


Inked for 14-Week Sked | 
At Hollywood, Fla., Hotel 


Boiling Springs, Pa., Sept. 12. 

Extension of the fall and winter 
tour of Allenberry Players, to in- 
clude a 14-week engagement in 
Hollywood, Fla., under sponsor- 
ship of the Hollywood Beach hotel, 
has been announced by producer 
Charles A. B. Heinze. The Holly- 
wood Beach hotel is owned by Ben 
Tobin, a backer of the Broadway 


_ production of “Peter Pan.” 


Twelve plays will be presented 
at the Hollywood Playhouse begin- 
ning Dec. 26 and running through 
April 8. The Playhouse, which 
was formerly the Hollywood Coun- 


_try Club, contains a 400-seat the- | 
/atre, bar and restaurant facilities 


and living quarters for actors and 
staff members. 


Richard North Gage, Allenber- | 
ry’s managing director, and his set | 
| designer, 


Marjorie Green Bru- 


berry 
staging 


currently “Boy 





| baker, will head the staff. Allen-| 
Players, newcomer to the) booking the troupe, 
|citronella circuit last summer, are! Madhouse since, with demands for 
Meets | tickets coming in from everywhere. 


B'way, Road B.0. Prospects Bullish, 
Reflecting General Biz Uptrend 





Atlanta Penthouse To 
Preem With Quinn- Born’ 


ae Atlanta, Sept. 12. 
Penthouse theatre, Atlanta’s 
showcase-in-the-round, will open 
its season Monday (18) with “Born 
Yesterday,” starring Anthony 
Quinn. 
Hofman, husband and wife co-pro- 
ducers for the Penthouse, located 
|atop the downtown Ansley hotel, 
| made a special trip to New York to 
sign Quinn, recently seen in the 
Chicago company of “A Streetcar 
Named Desire,” 
1950-51 season. Carl Betz, leading 
man at Penthouse last season, 
Isabel Price and Peggy Walker, 
| will also be in cast. 
| Penthouse occupies 
'to be Ansley hotel’s dine-and- 
dance Rainbow Roof. It has -450 
seats and seats are all one price, 
$3, including tax, Theatre’s box- 
office is located in the lobby of 
the hotel. ; 
Productions that play here will 
move to Penthouse No. 2, in the 
| ballroom of the Roosevelt hotel, at 
Jacksonville, also under aegis of 
the Atlanta group. Penthouse last 
year played a 36-week season. 


Sadler's Hottest 
Show on B’way 


Hottest show on Broadway this 





what used 





week is the Sadler’s Wells Ballet | 


of London, which started a three- 


‘Sunday (10). Troupe was 
tically sold out before the opening 
| (advance saie took about $279,000 
of the estimated $300,000 gross), 
with remaining ducats gobbled up 
| Monday (11). 


| Office of Sol Hurok, which is 


Girl,” to be followed on Monday | Switchboard was closed Monday at 


(18) by a two-week engagement of |4 p.m. due to 
'“Born Yesterday,” starring Dodie | Hurok personally has been duck- 


Bauer. 


On Oct. 10 the troupe will hit | so 


the road with “The Hasty Heart,” 
touring cities in 


the ticket calls. 
ing all calls, and wondering where 
many people got his private 
home phone number. There were 


Pennsylvania, | no broker allotments, most of the 


Don Gibson and Elsbeth | 


to kick off the! 


week engagement at the N. Y. Met | 
prac- | 


has been a! 


By HOBE MORRISON 

Legit grosses in the coming 
months should be increasingly bull-. 
ish, according to present indica- 
| tions. Business will naturally vary 
'with individual shows, depending 
/on their different entertainment 
quality and boxoffice pull, but pros- 
| pects are generally more favorable 
|than in several years, both on 
| Broadway and the road. 

Basis for the outlook is not*so 
much the new season’s lineup of 
shows, apparently not much more 
promising qualitatively than usual, 
but in the current trend of general 
business conditions. Important fac- 
tors in the situation, all based on 
official statistics, include the in- 
creasing money in circulation, ris- 
ing employment, expanding nation- 
al income and the likelihood of a 
growing scarcity of consumer prod- 
ucts. 

,» With the country converting 
more and more to a war economy, 
these factors are likely to become 
,more accentuated. The announce- 
ment this week of the establish- 
iment of a National Production Au- 
'thority with power to allocate es- 
sential materials, is bound to lead 
to a shortage of consumer goods, 
such as cars, radios, etc. That, in 
turn, will inevitably stimulate 
|amusement-going, including legit 
| patronage, as it did during World 
| War II and, to a lesser extent, in 
| World War I. 

| For the present, there appears 
| to be little prospect of price or 
| wage controls, at least until after 
the election, so the present infla- 
tionary trend is likely to continue 
for two more months, at a mini- 
mum. The partial curbs on credit 
buying tend to be an anti-inflation- 

(Continued on page 60) 


Diosa Costello, 7 Others 
In Touring ‘So. Pacific’ 
Hurt in Wyo. Rail Crash 


Green River, Wyo., Sept. 12. 
Diosa Costello and seven other 
members of the touring “South 
' Pacific” company were injured late 
last night (11) when the Union 
Pacific train in which they were 
| passengers collided with a switch 
,engine here. Five of the victims, 
| who received bruises, will be con- 
|fined to a local hospital for the 
| rest of the week and will then re- 








Ohio, New Jersey and New York. | tickets being sold via mail orders join the show. 


“Papa Is All” will follow and close | weeks or months before the open- | 


Besides Miss Costello, those left 


Dec. 6, so that the company will ing. Brokers, however, were get-, behind here included Louise Me- 


schedule. 


|have several weeks in Florida be-| ting calls from their regular cus- 
\fore opening the projected 12-play tomers who didn’t know this, the 
In the spring the tour brokers claiming Sadler’s to be’ study; Ethel Sayles, assistant ward- 
will be resumed with the presenta- | the second hottest ticket call in 


tion of “The Male Animal,” which ,N. Y., next to “South Pacific.” 


is scheduled to close on Memorial 
| Day, 1951. 





GUILD SIGNS BRATTLE 


| British 
ihe “: 


opened _its 


with 


company 
run Sunday 


| Lake” to an SRO house, which de- 
| spite the humidity and heat, gave 


the dancers an unprecedented re- 
Appearance of Margot 


CO. FOR ITS ‘RELAPSE’ feaneen and Michael Somes in the 


Boston, Sept. 12. 
The Theatre Guild last week 
signed the local Brattle Theatre 


| Co. for presentation in the forth- 


coming Guild production of the, 
Restoration farce, “The Relapse,” 


featuring Cyril Ritchard. Farce is 
skedded for the Guild’s third sub- 


scription play of the new season | 


and will preem 
Oct. 5, moving over to Philadelphia 
before hitting Broadway about the 
middle of the month. 

Albert Marre, managing director 
of the Brattle company, will be as- 


in Wilmington, 


third-act pas de deux had the crowd 
roaring, in a tumult rarely if ever 
heard before in the staid opera 
house. Critical reception was no 
less enthusiastic. 

Troupe is presenting four new 
works this season, in addition to 
ballets shown here last year. Two 
preems will be given next Tuesday 
(19) in “Giselle” and 
neurs.” 
will take 


leads in “Giselle,” 


, Beryl] Grey and John Field will be 
‘featured in “Patineurs.” Frederick 


sociated with Ritchard, its star, in| 


directing the play, 
O’Hearn will design the sets and 
costumes. Miles Morgan has been 


while Robert | 


named technical director and Bur- | 
ry Fredrik, stage manager. Among | 


those skedded to appear in the 
cast are John Emery, Robert 
Fletcher, Jan Farrand, Thayer 


David, Jerry Kilty and Philippa 
Bevans. 

Solid success of Brattle Theatre’s 
production last spring of the Res- 
toration comedy, “The Country 
Wife,” which featured Ritchard and 
his wife Madge Elliot, was largely 
responsible for the Guild’s interest 
in the local players, resulting in 
the new tieup. 





Harrisburg, Pa. — Bert Heckel, 
formerly an associate designer at 
the Pasadena Playhouse, has been 
appointed technical director of the 
Harrisburg Community Theatre. 
He succeeds Marjorie Green Bru- 


Ashton’s “Dante Sonata” will be 
nreemed Sept. 23, and Ninette de 
Valois’ “Don Quixote” Sept. 29. 


Chi Scene Scrambled 





“Swan. 


“Les Pati- | 
Miss Fonteyn and Somes | 
and | 


} 
| 


With Switched Preems | 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 
Chicago legit scene, which was 
dormant up to a few months ago 
and which now 


all! scheduled openings, with sev- 
eral set back and others being 
moved up. Newest development 
has “Angel in the Pawnshop” be- 
ing dropped, with Eddie Dowling 
bringing “Springboard From No- 
where” Oct. 2 to the Selwyn. Pro- 
ducer was set to do “Angel,” in 
| which he is starred, but prior con- 
'tract with playwright Alexander 
Lidor called for Dowling’s first ef- 
forts this fall. 

| “Texas, Li’l Darling,” which was 


| to open a day early, Sept. 24, will | 


/open, because of travel schedule, 


is erowding all, 
_available theatres, has tossed up— 


|Mullin, who plays a navy nurse; 
| Perry Lopez, bit player and under- 


robe attendant, and Norman Wei- 
'ner, trumpeter. Two baggage cars 
/containing scenery and props were 
damaged. 





Delay Denver Preem 
Denver, Sept. 12. 

Tonight’s (Tues.) scheduled open- 
ing ot “South Pacific’ at the Au- 
ditorium here has been cancelled 
because of the train wreck at 
Green River, Wyo., last night 
(Mon.), which delayed the troupe 
on its jump east from San Fran- 
cisco. However, the company is 
expected to arrive in time for the 
scheduled matinee tomorrow 
(Wed.). 

Jeanette Migennes, understudy, 
will substitute for Diosa Costello 
as Bloody Mary in the Rodgers- 
Hammerstein busical. 


Cleve. Arena Skeds Corio 





| Repeat; to Play in ‘Rain’ 


Cleveland, Sept. 12. 
Ray Boyle re-arranged his Ring 
Theatre’s show schedule for a re- 


turn engagement by Ann Corio, 
doimg Sadie Thompson in “Rain” 
Sept. 18 for a week. 


Producer of the arena-siyled 
strawhatter in Hotel Allerton Grig- 
inally wanted her also to repeat 
“Personal Appearance.” in which 
the actress rang up sellouts earlier 
this summer. A pending film deal 
prevented her playing another two 
weeks here, so Diana Barrymore 
and John Wilcox in “Light Up the 
Sky” were held over a third stanza 
to fill the gap. Holdover was made 
profitable since the Moss Hart com- 
edy has been a sock draw from 
the start. 

Since the hotel needs its ball- 
‘room-theatre space for winter ban- 
quets, Boyle is forced to call it a 
| season after “Rain” - ¢loseés, * ‘ 


Av dE 
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Plays Out of Town 


dall Me Madam 
New Haven, Sept. 11. 


Leland Hayward production of. musi- 
eal in two acts (12 scenes). Music and 
lyries by Irving Berlin, book by Howard 


Lindsay and Russel Crouse. Staged by 
George Abbott. Stars Ethel Merman: fea- 
tures Paul Lukas, Alan Hewitt. Chore- 
ography. Jerome Robbins; sets and cos- 
tumes, Raoul Pene Du Bois; musical di- 
rector, Jay Blackton; orchestrations, Don 
Walker. At Shubert, New Haven, Sept. 
11, °S0O. 

Mrs. Sally Adams . Ethel Merman 


..Geoffrey Lumb 


Secretary of State I 
: Owen Coll 


Supreme Court Justice... 


Congressman Wilkins.....Pat Harrington 
Henry Gibson ate-ciaebaies William David 
Kenneth Gibson ....... Russell Nype 
Senator Gallagher...... Ralph Chambers 
Miss Phillips .....cccsecs Jeanne Bal 
Butler MAittece rake William Hail 
Senator Brockbank....... p Jay Velie 
Cosmo Constantine........ ..Paul Tukas 
Pemberton Maxwell Alan Hewitt 
‘lerk a ha Stowe Phelps 
Hugo Tantinnin ..E. A. Krumschmidt 
Sebastian Sebastian... Cliff Dunstan 
Princess Maria Galina Talva 
Felix Tortelescu Nathaniel Frey 
Rudolph Toledano....... Albert Linville 
Court Chamberlain........William David 
Maid . , Lily Paget 
Athlete ; William Penn 
Grand Duchess Sophie. . Lilia Skala 
Grand Duke Otto Owen Coll 


Tommy Rall, Muriel 
Bentley 
Ollie Ingebretsen, 
Richard Fjellman 
Albruzzo, Jeanne 
Lydia Fredericks, 
McVavne. Lily Paget. 
Helene Whitney, Aristide 
Bartis, Nathaniel Frey, William Hail, Al- 
bert Linville, Robert Penn, Tom Reider, 
John Sheehan, Stanley Simonds, Ray 
Stevens 
Dancers 
Patricia 
Norma 


Principal Dancers 


“Potato Bugs” 


Singers: Rae 
Trudy Detuz, 
Gardner, Ruth 
ella Peloqrin. 


Frenkin, 
Heath, 
Kirsten 
LeRoy, 
Arthur 
Wes- 


Shellie Farrell, Nina 
Hammerlee, Barbara 
Kaiser, Virginia LeRoy. 
Valbor, Fred Hearn, Kenneth 
Ralph Linn. Deuglas Mopvert, 
Partington, Bobby Tucker, William 


ow 


Faced with possibly the greatest 
advance ballyhoo and _ definitely 
the greatest advance sale in musi-| 
comedy history, “Call Me Madam” 
meets that challenge well, if not 
sensationally. There’s enough good 
material in this work to assure 
substantial acceptance; there are 


many pleasant moments from an | 
entertainment standpoint; and 
there’s Ethel Merman. All of 


which means that ‘‘Madam” will be 
on call for some time to come in 
the Broadway area, but will prob- 
ably not go down in the record as 
@ great musical production. As of 
now, show inspires warm applause 
Falher than cheers. 

Authors Howard Lindsay 

ergy Crouse have fashioned a 
ook around episodes in the career 
of a U. S. lady ambassador who 
entertains the mistaken notion that 
gerne doilars are the only thing 
n which the population is inter- 
ested in the small European king- 
dom where she is posted. A ro- 
mance with a native diplomat con- 
vinces her otherwise, and in the 
rocess she manages to bring de- 
ocracy to the kingdom and a bet- 
ter understanding all around. 
Theme lends itself to a number of 
political barbs, with the added pos- 
“sibility of injecting further topical 
- Comedy lines as the play’s run pro- 
— Various segments of script 
ave considerable significance from 
@ provocative angie and the sum 
total impresses as something more 
than a framework for songs and 
dances. 

Irving Berlin again demonstrates 
his remarkable composing versatil- 
ity by plucking a variety of songs 

rom practically every shelf in the 
music library. He runs the scales 
— the romantic “It’s a Lovety 
ay Today” to a stirring ensemble 
tagged “Free.” Injecting life into 
production numbers are “The Oca- 
-rina” and “Washington Square 
Dance.” A Merman showstopper is 
“Can You Use Any Money Today?” 
and a runnerup is “The Hostess 
With the Mostes’ on the Ball.” “Mr. 
Monotony” is a double-barreled 
click, serving for vocals and an out- 
standing dance trip. “Once Upon a 
Time Today” lends charm to the 
score, and “They Like Ike” lends 
flock of chuckles. Others to be 
eard from are ‘Marrying for 
ove” and “The Best Thing for 
ou Would Be Me.” 

Dance department is rich in as- 
Sets, particularly colorful being 
the “Ocarina” and “Gypsy Dance” 

umbers, and particularly effective 

eing the “‘Monotony” specialty by 


and 


Tommy Rall, Muriel Bentley and’ 


Arthur Partington. “Square Dance” 

is a lively contribution. “Ocarina,” 

incidentally, gets a good boost from 

Ollie Ingelbretsen and Richard F. 

—— specialists on the “Potato 
ug.” 

Tailored to the Ethel Merman 
talents, show offers the comedienne 
a glove-fitting vehicle. While she 
isn’t exactly the whole engine, she’s 
Certainly the sparkplug of this pro- 
duction. An idea of the yeoman 
service delivered by her may be 

leaned from the fact that she ap- 
Bears in 10 of the total 20 musical 

umbers. For Merman fans, it’s a 
field day, not only vocally but from 
@omedy dialog angle too. 

Paul Lukas fares less fortunately 
in this setup. It’s his first Ameri- 
Can musical and he appears to be 
@n strange ground. His perform- 


4nce is ingratiating from a thesp-' Britishers’ exceptional capacity for | 


Bal, |! 
Estelle | 
No- | 


ing viewpoint, but the vocal abil- 
lity is somewhat lacking. 

Alan Hewitt is capable as a 
stuffed shirt charge d'affaires and 
the junior romance is well han- 


died by a personable pair, Russell \ 


Nype and Galina Talva. Various 
political and royalty characters are 
mirrored efficiently by Geoffrey 
Lumb, Pat Harrington, William 
| David, Ralph Chambers, Jay Velie, 
'E. A. Krumschmidt, Cliff Dunstan 
and Lilia Skala. 

Raoul Pene du Bois has come up 
with pleasing settings, including a 
sliding panel arrangement, moving 
in traveler fashion, He has adopted 
plenty of color for his costumes, 
too. The Merman wardrobe de- 
signed by Mainbocher draws -plenty 
of eye-popping, both male and fe- 
male. 

George Abbott has directed the 
opus adroitly and Jerome Robbins’ 
staging of dance and musical num- 
bers shows smart guidance. Jay 
Blackton’s musical direction keeps 
the show well in hand, and Leland 
Hayward’s competent overseeing is 
apparent in the successful blend- 
ing the many talents involved. 

Bone. 


Black Chiffon 
Boston, Sept. 11. 
John Wildberg production of drama in 
three acts by Leslie Storm. Stars Flora 
Robson: features Anthony lLreland, Ray 
mond Huntley. Directed by Charles Hick 


man. Settings by Larry Eggleston. At 
Plymouth, Boston, Sept. 11, °50. 

Roy Christie ee Richard Gele 
ee OR ree Patricia Hicks 
Thea ; Patricia Marmont 
Mrs. Alicia Christie . Flora Robson 
Nannie Janet Barrow 


Huntley 
Ireland 


Raymond 
Anthony 


Robert Christie 
Dr. Bennett Hawkins 


John Wildberg’s British importa- 
tion, “Black Chiffon,” is set to rate 
every line of kudos and every box- 
office return on Broadway that it 
has achieved in London the last 
two years. With Flora Robson in 
her most powerful role to date it is 
that producer’s dream, the smash 
femme show, and it has enough 
dramatic validity to keep her es- 
cort on the qui vive throughout. 

Beginning in a leisurely, even 
commonplace key artfully designed 
to underline the impact of the 
events to develop, this story of a 
woman who endures the ultimate 
humiliation of jail rather than sac- 
rifice the secret of her heart. is 
both a maturely conceived and a 
brilliantly executed drama. If its 
general thesis is that there is a 
point where psychoanalytic expla- 
nation of abnormal behavior can 
react to the severe damage of oth- 
ers—in this case the woman’s son— 
its general structure is that of in- 
creasing acceleration of suspense. 
Thus Lesley Storm's play achieves 
a remarkable state of audience at- 
tention to the final lime and sends 
the audience home with a feeling 
both of completion and fulfillment. 

The situation finds Mrs. Alicia 
Christie (Miss Robson), on the eve 
of her son’s wedding, committing 
a seemingly senseless and trivial 
crime. As a_ psychoanalyst (An- 
thony Ireland) assigned to the d>- 
,fense probes deeper into the moii- 
vation of the crime, the brutal 
truth of an Oedipus relationship on 
a spiritual plane between mother 
and son develops, the mother be- 
ing the aggressor in the relation- 
ship. Torn between her devotion 
to her husband (Raymond Hunt- 
ley), whose jealousy of the boy has 
distorted their whole married life, 
and ier instinct to protect her 
son, she is forced to her decision. 
The title. incidentally, refers to a 
black chiffon nightgown, the theft 
of which precipitates the action. 

Miss Robson, never more per- 
fectly in command of her art, con- 
veys all the spiritual torment of the 
wife, while at the. same time 
achieving an exceedingly effective 
portrait of an “average” wife and 
mother who never dreamed of the 
| deeply troubled state of her mind. 
It is a characterization calling for 
| great emotional range. She is sup- 
| ported in two almost equally mem- 
orable portraits by Ireland and 
Huntley, # couple of distinguished 
actors of finish and integrity. Ire- 
land, speaking at first rather more 
rapidly than a British accent can 
| be fully caught here, settled down 
iin a long and most difficult act 
two scene with Miss Robson to gain 
| spontaneous applause. Huntley, in 
the most unsympathetic role of the 
father, carries off the part with ex- 
ceptional conviction. 
| The play brought out a juvenile 





r S 
‘in Richard Gale, playing the son, ' 
‘of considerable nish but even 


| greater promise. Patricia Marmont, 
in a straightforward role much 
| easier than it looks, fully upheld 
| her father’s (Percy Marmont) tra- 
| dition. And there is a minor char- 
| acterization by Janet Barrow of the 
| family retainer that is very effec- 
tive. In the role of the fiancee, 
Patricia Hicks makes both a nice 
appearance and impression. 
| The direction by Charles Hick- 
| man takes every advantage of these 


| subtlety of inflection, gesture and 
| movement, and Wildberg’s produc- 


‘tion is in flawless taste. This one, 
in fine, seems incapable of ne. 
ie. 


Little Boy Blue 
Hollywood, Sept. 11. 


Paula Stone and Michael Sloane present 
a new musical in two acts (16 scenes) by 
Albert G. Miller. Music by Max Show- 
alter; lyrics by Miller; from an idea con- 
ceived by Jackie Kelk. Directed. by George 
Murphy. Stars Carol Richards, Johnny 
Kirby; features Margaret Hamilton, 





Frank Orth, Craig Stevens, Bob Scheerer, | 
'Emory Parnell, Mary Ann Niles, Jan Ar- 


van, Maxine Semon, Prince Mendes, Ar- 
thur Gilmour, Effie Laird. Sets by Rita 
Glover; costumes by Odette Myrtil; chore- 
ography by Louis Da Pron. Musical direc- 
tor, Leon Leonardi; orchestral arrange- 
ments by Ruby Raksin. At El Capitan, 
Holly weed, Sept. 11, 50. 


Guide .. vale OR CER OER Buck Young 
Lady Tourist ......-. Janet Beverly 
Cheer Leader........ Bill Foster 
ACtVeSS....cceccerecns Jeannette Le Vere 
Contestant ......ceeses John Kessler 
Mannish Woman....... Jeanne Mahoney 


Little Mam. .. .ccccccvves:s Frank Bisho 
Singing Page.........- Jerry Cardoni 
Bobby Blue........ . Johnny Kirby 
TOERAM .. .. .ccceccoces Bob Williams 
Aunt Addie.......... Margaret Hamilton 
Pree, cccceeeetene “ffie Laird 
DOCK ..c vcossesesdooscose Maxine Semon 
HIATT. cccccececceccccecs . Prince Mendes 
BEGIET .c cccccncvceessecces Carol Richards 
RE a cae uaa eek whiceor Craig Stevens 
SED . oc ccceneennvoene Emmeline Henry 
Cyntdia.i.ccscccccccoss Cynthia Robbins 
eS Para Mary Ann Niles 
John KrackjJohm....c..00- Emory Parnell 
SECTOCATF ..0c ncccovccessors Chris Fortune 
ree rere es ee Frank Orth 
See. BOGE ooo ov cu obs 8 0 Hs Dick Scott 
| reer eet tre ee Barbara Logan 


beetnes Arthur Gilmour 


Hubert P. Troxel 


Cowdrick ; ccccccees.. BOD Scheerer 
My, TripleGay..cccovecvcces Jan Arvan 
Salesgirl . Terri Carol Field 


Considerable tuning up is nec- 
essary before this “Little Boy 
Blue” can hope to blow his horn 
on Broadway with any degree of 
success. 

300k is takeoff on the career of 
Jackie Kelk of radio’s ‘Aldrich 
Family” and tells the story of the 
perennial ether juvenile, bound to 
a Buster Brown life by his sponsor, 
uthough he has reached the age of 
27 and discovered that no play can 
moke even the “All American Boy” 
a dull character. He gets out from 
under, to make the final curtain 
deadline clinch with his news-hen 
cirl-friend, by perusing love letters 
written to radio’s “Just Plain 
Lover” and compiling therefrom a 
tome of femme erotica that makes 
Kinsey look like a primer. 

Circumstances form a fine peg on 
whieh to hang a musical, but the 
book badly needs a good gag doc- 
tor and some verbal onerations to 
cut out some of the lagging 
stretches that the tunes are never 
strong enough to jack up. Melo- 
dies are in the mildly okay classi- 
fication, best being “A Lovely Au- 
tumn Day” and the neat novelty 
number, “Bartender Song.” Other 
ballads with some apveal are “I 
Cen’t Believe Mv Arms” and 
“Year From Today.” but neither 
has the Hit Parade potential that 
could help plugging of the show. 

George Murphy, making his bow 
as a legit director, sets an okay 
pce for the cast, composed mostly 
of unknowns legit-wise. The few 
veterans of the roster easily steal 
ton honors with juicy comedy char- 
acterizations, particularly Frank 
Orth as the “singing” bartender. 
Margaret Hamilton as ‘“Blue’s” 
Aunt, and Emory Parnell as the 
syonsor. Notable assists come from 
Jan Arvan as the pnblisher who re- 
jected “South Pacific’: Arthur Gil- 
mor, who draws how's as a scout- 
master, and Prince Mendes, who 
eects too-little chance to display his 
sleisht-of-hand. 

Singing leads Carol Richards and 
Johnny Kirby, both of radio, had 
difficulty overcoming “cold” mikes 
in the early scenes but gained as- 
surance before the final curtain. 
Miss Richards, a winsome chirp. 
makes up in selling ability what 
she lacks in projection. Kirby, al- 
though a personable young gent, 
fails to display any tremendous 
vocal talent. 

Bob Scheerer is a solid click in 
some highly effective dance rou- 
tines paired with Mary Ann Niles, 
who also registers strongly. One 
number, a wolf man dance, is a 
trifle too far on the suggestive side, 
however, and shou'd be re-rou- 
tined. 

Producers Paula Stone and Mike 
Sloone have invested the show 
with fine physical trappings, and 
top credit also is reflected on the 
Louis Da Pron choreography and 
Rita Glover's sets. The real work, 
however, starts now. Direction the 
effort takes in the next three weeks 
can spell the difference between 
a thin tryout and a Broadway pos- 
sibility. Kap. 


, 





A Touch ef Heaven 
Seattle, Sept. 7. 


U. of Washington Drama School pro- 


| Inside Stuff—Legit 


| Final performance of “Where’s Charley?” last Saturday night (9) at 
‘the St. James, N. Y., was perhaps the most notable in the show’s 99- 
/week run. For the occasion the regular standee limit was ignored, 
‘and there were about 60 standees. As usual under such circumstances, 
it was an extremely responsive audience, with many repeat playgoers 
and friends of the cast and management. The hit number, “Always 
in Love With Amy,” which generally runs about 20 minutes, ran 31 
minutes, with Bolger having to come back twice for encores, after 
|returning to his dressing room to get ready for the next number. In 
the second such instance, the star came out without a tie, pulling on 
his suspenders. After the performance, the audience remained in the 
theatre nearly 30 minutes, while Bolger made a curtain speech, intro- 
duced various members of the cast, etc. 

At a backstage party after the performance an ex-GI guest of one of 
the chorus girls in the show took offense at one of the actors and hit 
him in the face with a broken glass, inflicting severe cuts. This got 
wider space than the sentimental occasion up to curtain-time. 

Backers of “Out of This World,” new Cole Porter show being pre- 
sented by Arnold Saint Subber and Lemuel Ayres, include stage man- 
ager Ward Bishop, choreographer Hanya Holm, Mrs. Boris Karloff, 
general manager C. Edwin Knill, former actor Rollo Peters, pressagent 
George Ross, ticket broker Saul Subber (father of the co-producer) and 
office assistant Selma Tamber, $1,000 each; former producer Donald 
Blackwell, Lynn Fontanne, film executive Arthur Rapf and actress Peggy 
Wood (Walling), $2,000 each; theatre party agent Lenore Tobin, $4,000, 
and the Howard S. Cullman group, $20,000. The production is financed 
at $200,000, with provision for a 10° overcall. 





Little Lake theatre, in-the-round strawhat in Pittsburgh, had an- 
nounced at beginning of the season that its finale week of Oct. 2 would 
be Robert C. Sherriff’s “Journey’s End,” which hasn’t been seen around 
th.at city since the late twenties. Schedule was fixed, however, before 
the start of the Korean war and directors of Little Lake have decided 
that perhaps presentation of “Journey’s End” at this time might not be 
too good for civilian morale and wi!l erase it from the series. Play- 
house plans to substitute a comedy instead, but hasn't decided on one 
yet. 


In one of the biggest single ad campaigns in Chicago, the Shuberts 
broke the “South Pacific’? mail order and boxoffice sale schedule for 
the show due at the Shubert there Nov. 14. Chi legit sections in the 
dailies came out with 800 line ads over the weekend asking for imme- 
diate mail orders, with sales limited to four tickets from one writer, and 
also announcing that the boxoffice would open Oct. 12. Surprising was 
the fact that the $5 top, including tax, was used, when “Kiss Me, 
Kate,” “High Button Shoes,” and “Annie Get Your Gun,” all bore $6.18 
tags for their Chi engagements. 





Meyer Davis, representing a syndicate of backers, has investments in 
the following new Broadway productions: “Daphne Laureola,” “Affairs 
of State,” “Legend of Sarah,” “Burning Bright,” “Bless You All” and 
(if Herman Levin & Oliver Smith actually do it) “Cock-a-Doodle 
Dandy.” Holdover shows in which the group has slices include “Death 
of a Salesman,” “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” “Lost in the Stars” and 
“Happy Time.” 


Due to a mathematical error, the total gross and number of weeks 

played by all Broadway shows were incorrectly figured in last week's 
issue. The total gross for all 17 shows should have read $370,200, or 
66.79°> of capacity.. The total number of weeks played by all shows 
during the season should have been 245 and the total gross for all 
shows thus far should have been $5,502,000. The figures for the road 
were correct. 
Backers of “Season in the Sun,” Wolcott Gibbs’ comedy being pre- 
sented by Courtney Burr and Malcolm L. Pearson, include the co- 
producers, with investments of $2,000 and $6,000, respectively; Walter 
Vincent, president of the Actors Fund of America, $4,000, and Howard 
S. Cullman, $2.000. The production is capitalized at $50,000, with pro- 
vision for a 20° overcall. 


Songwriter-producer Jule Styne (& Leo Robin) is on the loose be- 
tween two authoresses of similar sounding names: With Anita Loos 
and Joe Fields, they have the currently successful “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes,” and he is also talking a musicalization of “The Women” with 
Mrs. Clare Booth Luce, who wrote the latter play. 


Actors Fund of America last week received a donation of $2,292 
from the Westport (Conn.) Country Playhouse, the largest amount it 
has ever received from a strawhat theatre. The sum was raised b.” 
audience donation during the week’s engagement of Gertrude Lawrente 
and Dennis King in “Traveler's Joy,” when a new gross record was set. 

Season's biggest gross at the Melody Fair, Danbury, during the sum- 
mer was $15,541, drawn by Mimi Benzell in “Naughty Marietta” the 
week (six performances) ending Aug. 6. That represented virtual ca- 
pacity after the opening night's performance. 


Legit Bits 





David Alexander’s suit against goes to Bermuda this week for a 
William R. Katzell and Ray Golden vacation . Naney Hamilton and 
for alleged breach of his contract Morgan Lewis, who wrote “One 
to direct their production of last for the Money.” “Two for the 


season’s “Alive 


Oat ante 5 
z ts tit, 


a 


| plaintiff's 


and Kicking” is 
scheduled for trial tomorrow 
(Thurs.) in King’s county (Brook- 
lyn) supreme court, but will prob- ' 
ably be postponed because of the 
commitment to stage 
“Head of the Family”... Freddie 
Schader is advance man for the 
tour of “Come Back, Little Sheba,” 
starring Shirley Booth and Sidney 
Blackmer ... Anne Deere Wiman, | 
daughter of producer Dwight 
Deere Wiman, has optioned “An 
Old Kansas Custom,” musical by 
Paul Wellman, Walters, Samuels 
and Charles Newman, for Broad- 
way presentation ... Herman 
Levin and Oliver Smith have in- | 


| definitely postponed production gf | 


duction of comedy in 10 scenes by Glenn | 


Hughes. Directed by Robert Gray. Sets 
by John Ashby Conway. At Showboat the- 
atre, Seattle, Sept. 7, 750. 


This fourth play by Glenn 
Hughes to be preemed at the Show- 
boat also marks the 30th anniver- 
sary of the U. of Washington’s 


, Auerbach revue in 


Sean O’Casey’s “Cock-a-Doodle 
Dandy,” but are going ahead with | 
the presentation of “Bless You! 
All.” the Harold J. Rome-Arnold | 
which Mary | 


|MeCarty and Cules Munshin will | 
be co-featured . .. Noel Coward is | 


drama school. While perhaps lack- | 


ing in impact for the commercial 
stage, it reflects credit on all con- 


(Continued on page 58) 


authoring a book of short stories, | 


after which he'll write the second | 
volume of his ‘‘Present Indicative” 
autobiog, to be titled “Future 
Indefinite.” 

Sam Handlesman, general man-_ 
ager of the Pitt Civic Light Opera, 
whose season was just concluded, | 


Show” and “Three to Make Ready,” 
have collaborated on a musical 
comedy version of the Cinderella 
story . .. New boxoffice assign- 
ments at Broadway theatres in- 
clude Edwin McPartland, assistant 
treasurer at the Alvin: Lep 
Solomon, treasurer, and Richard 


| Surace, assistant, Broadway; (Miss) 


Marvin Roth, treasurer, and John 
Olt, assistant. Coronet: Maurice 
DeVries, assistant, Golden: Thomas 
Brotherton, tréasurer, and Abe 
Potal, assistant, Lyceum; William 
Rinaldo, treasurer, and Mary Ack- 
ley, assistant, Majestic; Harold 
Stehle, treasurer, Royale; Murray 
Helwitz, treasurer, Shubert. Dead- 
line is Oct. 12 for assignments for 
dark theatres . Jean Anouihl’s 
“Ring *Round the Moon,” a current 
hit in London and due for Broad- 
Way presentation this fall by Gil- 
bert Miller, was turned down two 
seasons ago by the U. of Utah 
theatre, when it was offered under 
the title, “Invitation to the Cha- 
teau.” 

John Carradine will take out a 
Shakespeare repertory company 
this fall, if he can get sufficient 
financing. Margaret Webster nixed 

(Continued on page 58) 
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LEGITIMATE 
‘Good News Bad at Lambertville; | °* Satis Bale! Equity Decries Political Blacklists 
Bucks Brutus Fair; Other Barn News ‘ssi iier2%S0 As Result of Jean Muir Incident 


, five plays under auspices of Thea- + 


Wednesday, September 13, 1950 = 











Lambertville, N. J., Sept.12. + 


As a direct result of the Jean 
“Good News” was hardly that for | 
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Although post Labor Day busi- | Hare, resident playwrights; Ken) managers, boxoffice help, ete. Seated at a cost of approximately even the moral weight of the reso- 

ness was light with Mady Chris-| Bloomer, scenic designer, and Carl | Aherne, in advocating package | 5100,000. Before the 1950 season lution may be worth while, since it : 

tians in “Papa Is All,” Marshall | Harms, stage manager. | shows, is destroying the means for | Several hundred thousand dollars may help to focus attention upon a i 

Migatz, producer at Chevy Chase | develpment and showcasing of Were expended in the construction sinister threat to traditional Ameri- i] 

nobding the clad’ ever sumtiee waekk Sh . R h al good talent. I for one can name perigee 9g = rooms, ey can ideas of justice. i 
4 jolding the star ov t N 'a few of my former resident mem- 54! Stage, etc. Wo seasons a80 2 Despite the Equity resolution, - i 
¥ — ra ia ZaSu Pitts in “Post OWS in henears |bers, who because of the oppor- $35,000 sound amplifying system powever, it's questionable whether . 
| Road” comes in and Migatz ends! e¥s: © (Comedy), D (Drama), | tunity given to them in summer Was installed to replace an obso- the 4A’s, the parent organization, | 
} a season with Joan "Blondell in CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue',| theatre have successfully estab- , lete type. will adopt a similar policy, or i 
. “Born Yesterday” starting Sept. 26,|™ (Musical), O (Operetta). lished themselves in Broadway, Principals, of whom 75 were em- whether the other performer ti 
id | “As You Like It” (C)—Theatre | theatre. —s ar fe the 1950 a poms unions will do so. The American / 
F ‘ ? | ; | Bad Assembly Job _paid up to approximately , _Federation of Radio Artists has al- i 
id CHI FIFTY GRAND BOW he adoon” (M)—Cheryl Craw-| I have played package shows per week although the late W. C. ready ducked the issue several i 
a | “Brig —Cheryl C we oe ‘ Fields once drew $4,000 for a times and is understood to have 
; x | ford. ‘this ‘summer and invariably found |... ight 1 . = o na 
‘ SLOWED; SEEK NEW PA | “Burning Bright” (D) — Rodgers they were directed and cast by | Se eae personal appearance. _—_ been responsible for the Television 
y. Pittsburgh, Sept. 12. | & Hammerstein; Guthrie McClin- | stage managers who were not com- F A singing poe Diy 60 = | Authority doing likewise. ; 
F Les Weinrott, Chi ducer who | ~ many “ob heba” iD) _petent enough to get a job as a. ssinetest tr John Ke ey na cf tote Neither TVA nor AFRA has thus 
a F einrott, Chi produ wns | Come Back, Little Sheba” ‘D'!— ‘resident stage manager or director S¢lected by John Kenne Ys produc: | far taken any action in behalf of 

took I burgh . ; ‘ d : ; 
4 ook an option on the Pittsburg | Theatre Guild; Daniel Mann, di- (Continued en page 88) tion manager, and his staff. An Miss Muir, who was dropped from 
4 Grea” te si ae | a Savage” (D) Russell fe “ f Saale be ae in See eS 
‘ ae » Is negotiati new con- “Cu Sav — Russ aton o win McArthur. otal |. it : 
. tracts with the authors, Ken Welch | Lewis; Peter Glenville, director. ; employees of the organization, em- couple of —— ago — a 
“ and David Cr : ‘on’ “Diamond Lil” (CD)—Shuberts. | ’ ° nar itl ae ogg score or so phone and mail pro- 
‘ and David Crantz, because he won't = . a . aoe | Off-B way Review bracing grippers, juicers, wardrobe tests were received by the sponsor, 
Be shes dete on eaten el | aaah emabes treba heactor | Tearle Paim ie gememerT UCT | despite the ‘act that the, actress 
hin : ca se * y 4s ’ be . | +. .o. » s . re ; 
duction by Oct. 1. Weinrott is ane | “Guys and Dolls” (M)—Cy Feuer | i ‘i B whos hy Maier ir f tl 7 ee oo fed ogee peri 
§ ing to extend the deadline now to| & Ernest Martin; George S. Kaut- Naked | Paul Beisman, manager of the to the charge of having Communist 

: . : man. director. ef - | organization, is the guiding spirit _ Sympathies. Miss Muir has vigor- 
‘ Jan. 1, hoping by then to corral “Lady From Paris” (O)—Franz | (STUDIO 17, N. Y.) | of the Muny Opera. He assists Ken- | ousiy denied ever having been a 
4 sufficient backing to get the show | Studio 7, off-Broadway group, | 


: break of hostilities in Korea. War) Jones, Manning Gurian, Tad week with Luigi Pirandello’s under way, “and through tieups | 
S| found several prospective angels Adove; Miss Jones, director. ee Current production with various organizations in the | FIVE SHOWS PREP TO G0 
; nae their pledges, ai HOLLYWOOD poe t = a BF! pag ae St. Louis area encourages the | . ; 
4 einrott and Welch have spent the | “Red, White and Blue” (R)—Le- | “ther - ne exp 5 se Sg ~ purchase of ducats in blocks. It’s) With five shows in rehearsal and 
u entire summer in a series of Chi | . ahd @ Owen Crump fer | ™¢rct™! _ vem. eating with 4 the first outdoor organization of its one getting started on a_season- 
auditions for tentative bankrollers. Roy Prine ane ‘cacien: Beles yomeG Gist Sl, ik SNSENS | ag i. long tour, the Theatre Guild is 
. ane a ° val | ; © ’ ‘ A a6 é } ° | + ° 43 
ond tamed ta nani cake tae a ee Reetion Bush.” (D)—Wal > aay i — play fails . tee nn ee ae aoe ane 
“pi ; : “The , sm, cs ~\to create an element of com-, pe Pigg whic. cas Arent Tagg 
some Coast coin. In the meantime, | ter Wicclair. |passion and makes for tedious MERCER ON A BICYCLE | ews curreney Ss: cence ate 
Weinrott is understood to have ' viewing '“The Relapse” and “Curious Sav- 
sunk around $10,000 of his own A m In the lead role of the harried age,” the latter to be presented in 
z coin in the venture so far on option Picon’s 5 Previews ei. ll oe Shirley is ried | BETWEEN 2 LEGITERS partnership with Russell Lewis 
; money, rentals for auditions, etc. Molly Picon, who begins the fronted with a taxing job. Part HH. S. Kraft is in New York on | and Howard Young. Re-rehearsing 
: _ Welch isn't returning here to the new season as star in “Mazel Tov, Calls for a constant display of emo- a quickie, having set his book mu-/in preparation to tour are the 
Carnegie Tech Drama School, | roliy * will give five previews of tional strain, which she does in sical, tentatively titled “Just For Guild's 1949-50 productions of I 
where he studied for several years, | her latest musical at the Second okay fashion. Philip Saville and Laughs,” with Paula Sloane & Mi-| Know My Love,” “As You Like It” 
but will work directly with Wein- od "aad ‘ . N. Y.. beginning Gerald Price are adequate in sup- chael Sloane (her husband). It’s: and “Come Back, Little Sheba. 
; rott in trying to launch “Fifty | AV¢- 9 , Writte: and staged by Port, and Rudolph Weiss, as an-the first legit for which Johnny |The. perennial “Oklahoma” last 
Grand.” His collaborator, Crantz, | FoR 0° shinsk id Jacob | @!derly novelist who takes the Mercer did both the score and , week opened another season's tour 
is back in Pittsburgh publicizing | Joseph Rumshins <4 a Kal, girl under his wing, has some ef- jyrics, lin Pittsburgh. ‘A 
{ the local Playhouse again for the | Kalich, from a play by Harry Kal | fective moments. Anne Shrop- ” , él oo | “wild offering. in assoe ©& 
j sec vy | manowitz, “Molly” ‘will premiere! shire and Bernard Kates also reg-|, “Mercer's “Messer Marco Polo,”| Another Guild offering. a __ 
j second straight season. | Saturday, Sept. 30. orc book a Robert Nathan, has tunes ciation ioe —_ a cr be 
4 » : | T s : y *hris er Fry’s Lon suc- 
§ ~ , 7 “Molly will feature Irving; Robert Thayer has contributed by Robert Emmet Dolan. Stanley be Christoph pry s 2 
: Mh poy ps od gg bs ;| Jacobson, Mae Shoenfeld, Leon an authoritative set, which Tharon Gilkey & Donald Oenslager are pro- | cess, The Lady Sag 3 pd or" 
: of tl New Fri nds of M ie. His | Liebgold, Dave Lubritzky, Esta Musser’s lighting helps along. ducing that ahead of. the Kraft- ing.” for which John seigu A, 
i “A Di oa _~ “ve sl The es” | Salzman, Gustave Berger and Frank Corsaro directed  pro- Mercer show. for which Phil Sil- Pamela Brown are due from ng- 
will be. aalianed in 8 nga i Fanya Rubina. ' ficiently. Gros, vers is prominently mentioned. land soon to start rehearsals, 
} 
| 


cst. John Terrell’s Music Circus 
last week. The arena musical out- 
fit took a sharp nosedive with the 
collegiate musical. Musical, star- 
ring Jack Goode, Wilton Clary, 
Marilyn Landers, Betty Ann Ny- 
man, Audrey Meadows and Paul 
Reed, opened to very slow biz last 
‘tuesday (5). Post holiday and start 
of school made it a weak grosser 
in beginning of week, but it built 


,tre Guild and American Theatre 


Detroit Opens Season 


,Muir incident, Actors Equity coun- 


With Two Houses Lit 
Detroit, Sept. 12. 
After a dark summer, lights went 
on this week in Detroit’s two top 
‘legit theatres. The Cass (1,500) 
| ($3.60) opened a promising season 
'Monday (11) to SRO house with 
the Theatre Guild 
play, “The Innocents,’ 





: : | 
subscription | 


with Sylvia | 


Society is headed for last year’s 
‘total of 5,000. 





Barn Producer Disputes 
Aherne Package Idea; 
Ruin to Summer Stock 


| Paul 
‘amusement page displ.y 
“Lend an Ear,” which plays its ex- 
‘clusive Twin City engagement in 


St. Paul Papers Doing 


About-Face on Mpls. Ads 


Minneapolis, Sept. 12. 
In a significant about-face, St. 
newspapers are accepting 
ads for 


Minneapolis. 
In previous seasons, the St. Paul 


cil adopted for the second time 
vesterday (Tues.) a resolution con- 
demning blacklists based on politi- 
cal grounds. A_ previous reso- 
lution of the same sort was 
‘adopted several months ago by the 
‘legit organization, but was tabled 
so all the performer unions could 
|have the opportunity to issue a 
joint statement on the subject. 


: . . +; . ’ : re ~ | N ‘ic c . \sheets have refus s for simi- , , a 
to a good Friday and SRO Satur- Sidney. The show is booked for Lis ae Norwich, Conn i a I ote = ed ad ; cor im! | ‘The new resolution by the Equity 
‘ ma # . ne six davs Editor, VaRIEty: ar attractions when the latter were | | ae Washer 4 Posi - Meine 8 
day. reverting again Sunday to n.g. ys. booked into Minneapolis, but not | ©OU2¢! firmly and unequivocally 
trade. ° | The Shubert (2,000) ($4.20): As producer and manager of a . —- /condemns Communism an! Fas- 


“Show Boat,” opening tonight 


opened Tuesday (12) before a Zood 





stock company that operates solely 


into their own town. They also re- 


*“Madwoman of Chaillot” and “High | 


cism” in all their respective forms 


It concludes with a specific protest 


; - é : i im fused any news mention of the . , we ” sith iebte 
(12). has the biggest cng oe of | firstnight gr ge gg? mo on the so-called star system, it was | shows’ presence here and the eure cee ts ee lee 
é . . . > oles eer , ’ P ” 4 , . as oases 7 8S § , > xvOove ° 
the ssasaae St z “1 = ve Sethead aoetine ‘ao tees role “The with a great deal of amusement mayor and civic and business or-| ment action against subversive 
ing fortnight. Stampede to g eimar — ° hat I read Bri: rne’s letter | $anizations protested to New York | forces But it -otests against 
- duecats may have been instru- play is in for two weeks ,that I read Brian Aherne’s letter - ; . | LOFCES, ut WH protests agains 
nintal in. slowing “Good News.” | ; a |to Vartery providing his solution ooking offices against the policy | blacklists based on insinuations 
an is Sesseting Evelyn Wy- | | for the ills of summer theatre Posen had such shows as “Finian’s| and unsubstantiated charges 
Terre Vel) J” 4 : + ac Rainbow,” “Annie Get Your Gun,” brought by irresponsitle groups 
aff aw -ooks, Helen M h NY § ha To begin with, I think that as . : . : 
ckoff, Lawrence Bt ahopac, N.Y., Strawhat | 


Ravmond, Jack Blair and Dorothy 
Keller from Richard Aldrich’s Hy- 
annis, Mass., production. Others 
include George McBride, Terry 
Saunders, William C. Smith, Zelda 
Shelton, George Lipton, 
Ross and Rowan Tudor. 





Aherne Spotty in‘New Hope 
New Hope, Pa., Sept. 12. 

Brian Aherne in “Dear Brutus” 
last week was only a fair grosser 
at the Bucks County Playhouse 
here. 

The Barrie fantasy opened 
strong on Labor Day to an SRO 
audience, but proved spotty and 
not the most popular item. Lack 
of blending between _ resident 
troupe and Aherne’s traveling ag- 
gregation was apparent to first- 
niters. 

Jean Parker, starring in ‘“‘Dream 
Girl,” with Robert Lowery fea- 
tured, opened last night’ (11) as 
the final and 15th production of 
the summer. 





Hilltop Extending 
Baltimore, Sept. 12. 
Don Swann is extending his Hill- 
top Theatre season, following last 


tic critic and Howard Burman, lo- 
cal VARIETY mugg, set to follow. 





Chevy Chase Holds Christians 
Chicago, Sept. 12. 





Howard | 


To Continue as Studio 
| Workshop on Broadway 


Jill Miller’s stock company at the 
Putnam County Playhouse, Maho- 
pac, N. Y., will continue through 
| the winter on a studio workshop 
basis and will probably present its 
production of Saroyan’s “Beautiful 
People” for a regular Broadway run 
in the fall, possibly at the Golden 
theatre. 
financing for the latter venture has 
| been pledged. 
| With Miss Miller directing, the 
| troupe will work together 
|days a week in New York and 


| spend weekends at its headquarters | 


|imn Mahopac. There will be 24 in 
the studio group, including the 


|eight members of last summer’s | 


resident company and players who 
have been with the outfit in former 
| seasons. “People,” which was the 
| most successful bill of the recent 
|summer schedule, will require a 
| cast of 10. "The play was a failure 
| When originally presented = on 


| Broadway in the spring of 1941, | 


{lar company include Mary Hayden, 
Elizabeth Lawrence, Osceola Arch- 
er, Tom McDermott, 





The necessary $35,000 | 


three} 


John Sears | 
| and Mac Gress, actors; Joel Turner, 
| Laurine Schwann and Mortgomery | 





Steininger; Jose Ruben, director. 
“Legend of Sarah” (D)—Kermit 
Bloomgarden; Benn W. Levy, direc- 


going. | 
Practically all of the necessary | 
coin had been set several months | 


#0, but that was before the out-| ““«couthern Exposure” (C)—Marge 











'a member of Actors Equity, 
| Aherne shows extremely bad taste 


lations regarding resident actors 
as slightingly as he has. As a 
manager I have my disagreements 
with Actors Equity, but in all hon- 
esty I have to admit that they are 
the only ones who have fought 
to maintain a place for their rank 
and file membership in relation 
ito summer theatre. 


It is this talented rank-and-file 
membership of Actors Equity, 
working as resident members at 
small salaries, who maintain a 
_standard and reputation for these 
summer theatres. These package 
shows that Aherne speakes of have 
'the tendency to destroy good 
stock theatre. These package 
shows are put together with sup- 
| porting plavers who were probably 


|'auditioned by many summer thea- 
itres and rejected as not versatile 
| enough for their resident company. 


When <Aherne refers slightingly 


|to the resident company at the | 


| theatres he has played this sum 
imer (incidentally Norwich was not 
ion of them), he fails to realize that 


| Salaries for the extra people in a 
| package show, a summer theatre, 
in order to mitigate its costs, is 











quiet for a number of weeks this | 
.summer following the closing of. 
produc- | 


|its initial warm-weathe1 
‘tion “Earth Spirit,” reopened last 


in referring to Equity and its regu- | 


St. Louis Muny Opera, 


oe 


forced to utilize its Equity resident 
membership as technicians, stage | 


, Button Shoes” playing Minneapolis 


alone. 





Oldest U.S. Al Fresco, 
Ends Another OK Year 


St. Louis, Sept. 12. 


Helped by fine weather that re- 
sulted in the loss of only four per- 


| formances, the 1950 season of the | 


Municipal Theatre Assn., sponsor 


‘of al fresco entertainment, in the | 


| Forest Park amphitheatre, closed 
‘With a small profit. A _ total of 
807,299 payees attended 84 of the 


88 skedded performances at an es- | 
Total at-' 


timated $600,000 gate. 
itendance showed a decline from 


jthe 1949 record of 898,103 for 87 | 


performances. 
The turnout for the 1950 season 


| boosted the total attendance for the ' 


|32 years the project has been in 
' operation to slightly more than 20.,- 
‘000,000, and the estimated gross 
for 
| $7,500,000. 


'is repaid at the windup. For the 
past season the advanced sum was 
| $145,275. 

Before the 1949 season got un- 
der way the entire house was re- 


nedy in selecting principals, out- 


the entire period to about: 


‘ against the dismissal of Miss Muir. 

Spurring the new resolution by 
,Equity was not only the recent 
|dropping of Miss Muir from the 
|““Aldrich Family” television show, 
|but reports of several instances of 
| legit producers making confidential 
inquiries about the political affilia- 
tions of actors under consideration 
for their shows. In one su€@h ease, 
it is understood, a manager decided 
against hiring a star whose name 
has been identified with liberal 
causes, despite his declared anti- 
| Communist sentiments. 
Paralleling Equity’s acvion but 
| apparently largely independent of 
it, is a two-fold protest move by the 
casts of current Broadway shows 
against the Muir “purge.” Besides 
petitioning the union council yes- 
'terday ‘Tues.) to take a positive 
stand on the Muir incident, repre- 
, sentatives of the various compan- 
ies have scheduled an after-the-the- 
atre meeting tomorrow night 
(Thurs.) at the Malin rehearsal 
studio, in West 46th street, N. Y., 
to protest against blacklists in gen- 
eral, 


It is conceded by Equity leaders 


: * - § Bauer: .’ it is a situation which too many Never in its history has that the anti-blacklist resolution 
| week’s record take for “Harvey.” | with the author as producer and di- | package and semi-package shows | 2 Single one of the 1,600 guarantors j]} be Jargely moral in effect. 
My a Pee Ex ay hs wig | rector. ‘foster. Since Equity requires six \lost a cent. Each advances a sum since some other non-political 
a and “Happily Ever After, by Don- | . . : ‘llers regu- | recident > 4, | before the start of each season and oy ee ete ih apr 
ei ald Kirkley, Baltimore Sun drama-|, Members of Miss Millers regu- | resident members, because of the grounds are almost invariably 


given for the non-hiring of an ac- 
tor, the union cannot take action 
unless a formal complaint is made, 
with supporting evidence. How- 
ever, council members feel that 


‘Communist and has bitterly con- 


lines the promotion and publicity | demned Communism. 


spring before the 


stints, personally makes a goodwill | 
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Strawhat Reviews 


The Amazing Adele 
Westport, Conn., Sept. 11. 


Westport Country Playhouse presenta- 
tion of Garson Kanin production of com- 
edy in two acts (four scenes), adapted by 
Kanin from “Le Don D’Adele” by Pierre 
and Jean-Pierre Gredy. Stars 
features Donald McClel- 
Linda Watkins, Naomi 
Kanin. Setting and 
Production un- 
At West- 


Barillet 
Ruth Gordon; : 
land, Ron Randel’ 
Riordan. Staged uy 
lights, Herbert Gahagan. 
der supervision of Kip Good. oy 
ort (Conn.) Country Playhouse, Sept. » 
750; $3.60 top. 7 , 5 

Solange Veyron-Laffite Naomi Rioesee 
Gaston Veyron-Laffite Donald Mc¢ lellan 

Edmee Veyron-Laffite : —_— b faa 

i ron-Laftite. . o 
a. i. — r Ruth Gordon 


Ruth Gordon and Garson Kanin’ 


are set for the new Broadway sea- 


son with a gay, saucy and alto- 
gether  easy-to-take importation 
from Paris. “The Amazing Adele 


probably won't *cop any trophies, 
as has the current French original, 
“Le Don D’Adele,” winner of the 
Tristan Bernard prize for the best 


French comedy of the year, but 
that won't matter to New York 
legit fun-hunters during’ the 
months ahead. 

On practicaliy all counts this 


late-season Westport entry is ready 
for Manhaitan. Miss Gordon's fit- 
ness for the title spot and Kanin’s 
sharp adaption and staging make 
‘Adele’ the surest play to come 
out of Fairfield county this 
summer. 

The French collaborators Pierre 
Barillet and Jean-Pierre Gredy 
contrived a slightly fantastic char- 
acter with a remarkable gift of 
second sight. She can not only pre- 
view but sees what’s concurrent 
elsewhere. A complete extrovert, 
Adele is annoyed by her unique 
sense, but nevertheless knows 
when to exploit it. 

The entrance of the prescient 
creature into an above-burgeois 
home, where there has been com- 
paratively little conflict among the 
parents and their playgirl and play- 
boy children, sparks a friskay near- 
farce that never gets complicated. 
Adele’s strange power exposes 
some embarrassing truths and she 
makes a second-act conquest of the 
son, but players and audience are 
the better for her by the time she 
exits, much as Peter Pan, at the 
end. 

Miss Gordon’s wonderfully un- 
inhibited Adele should be one of 
Broadways preferences. She muggs 
and makes noises as if she were on 
television (which wouldn't be a bad 
idea). 

Linda Watkins paces the com- 
panion players as the lady of the 
house, a social climber whose readi- 


ness to suspect is fortified by | 
Adele’s extraordinary peeping. . 
Donald McClelland makes the 


father a man of character and good 
humor. Naomi Riordan is a pretty 
and personable daughter. As the 
roaming son, Ron Randell is on the 
unconvincing side. 

The dialog had the earmarks of 


a translation, at catching, perhaps | 


a Kanin intention in light of the 
French origin. Herbert Gahagan’s 


Paris interior is comfortable and | 


serviceable. 
Adele should have almost as lit- 
tle trouble getting to Hollywood. 
Elem. 





Facade 
Woodstock, N. Y., Sept. 5. 


Woodstock Playhouse production of 
drama in three acts (seven scenes) by 
Michael Linenthal, Features Polly Rowles, 
Walter Klavun, David Lewis, Cavada 
Humphrey. Staged by Lucia Victor and 
Linenthal. Setting by 
Senie. 


Sept. 5, 50; $3 top. 

Avis Winslow er .. Polly Rowles 
Edith .... Helen Schoonmaker 
Oliver Winslow... ...sscees Billy James 
Carlton Winslow .......... David Lewis 


Sallv Gracie 
..Cavada Humphrey 
Fay Roope 
Walter Klayun 
Dion Allen 


Eudoxia Henderson... 
Lucy Winslow 
Augustus Lawrence 
John Magrath 
Monsignor Melone 


This offering by the Woodstock 
playhouse’s managing 
Michael Linenthal, should 


crop of local tryouts. 

Linenthal has written a play of 
considerable substance, dealing 
with a family of Boston bluebloods. 
Carlton Winslow, a district at- 
torney and head of the family, is 
ambitious to become governor of 
the state, an office once held by 
his grandfather. John Magrath, the 
unscrupulous son of a _ former 
servant in the Winslow home, has 
just returned from Detroit where 
he. has attained some success po- 
litically, and now intends to do 
even bigger things in Boston. 

Magrath makes the most of a 
situation in which he is involved 
with another member of the Win- 
slow family, Lucy, Carlton’s sister. 
He was sent to Detroit, where he 


obtained his law degree with the | 


Winslows footing the bill, after 
having fathered the unwed Lucy’s 


Richard Harrison | 
At Woodstock (N. Y.) Playhouse, | 


director, | 
rank , 
among the best in this season’s, 


reared by Carlton as if he were his 
|! own child. 

| Carlton agrees to let Magrath 
manage his campaign for governor 
when the latter threatens to aid a 
political rival if he doesn’t accept 
on Magrath’s own terms. Magrath 
is frank in telling Carlton that he 
expects to be elected governor 
himself in 10 years and that he is 
using Carlton merely as a stepping 
stone in his own political ascen- 
dency. Political house of cards 
comes tumbling down via the boy 
Oliver, to make a tense drama. 

Walter Klavun does a brilliant 
job in the. role of the grasping 
Magrath and David Lewis is good 
as the high-minded Carlton. Polly 
Rowles is fine as Avis, a Southern 
girl who virtually has taken over 
the running of the Winslow family 
affairs and is determined that her 
husband shall be the Bay State’s 
governor. 

Cavada Humphrey also turns in 
a good performance as Lucy, the 
weak-willed sister of Carlton. Sally 
Gracie is fine, too, as Eudoxia Hen- 
derson, sister of Avis. 

Dion Allen is good as Monsignor 
Melone, as is Fay Roope, who plays 
the part of Augustus Lawrence, a 
trustee of the Winslow estate. 

Medo. 


Cheek and Double 
Loon ‘Lake, N. Y., Sept. 4. 


Blythewood Players production of com- 
edy in three acts by Morton Krouse. Di- 
rected by William Reid. With Sheppard 
Kerman, Lisa Fillman, Michael Grimes, 
Jorie Wyler, Lou Clarke, Ted Fox, Reid, 
others At Hotel Blythewood, Loon Lake, 
. Ya Sept. 3 “BO, 


“Check and Double,” 
three acts by Morton Krouse, 
given weekends this summer by 
the Blythewood Players at Hotel 
Blythewood, Loon Lake, has a 
good plot and some bright dialog. 

The plot concerns the efforts of 
a bathing suit manufacturer to 
secure a big government contract. 
Desiring to confuse his rivals, he 
transfers his total funds to a 
Hoboken bank, opening an account 
in the name of one of his obscure 
employees. He then gets the word 
around in the trade that he is 
broke. 

The employee, 
mysteriously affluent, opens his 
own bathing suit company and 
through fantastic advertising does 
a big business—and on his former 
employer’s money. Eventually his 
ex-employer lands a big contract 
and goes to Hoboken for his 
money. After many comedy scenes 
and situations the whole matter is 
satisfactorily adjusted and the cur- 
tain comes down on ai riotous 
third-act climax. 

Sheppard Kerman makes a con- 
vincing, explosive manufacturer 
who depended on his secretary for 
advice. Lisa Fillman as the at- 
tractive secretary is fine in a part 
‘calling for comedy talent. Michael 
‘Grimes as the poor employee 
iscores heavily. Jorie Wyler is 
/amusing as the manufacturer’s 
daughter with a yen for culture. 
Lou Clarke gets laughs as a high- 
voltage attorney. Ted Fox is good 
as a fast-talking salesman, and a 
| deft portrait of an Army general 
| Straight from the Pentagon is con- 


farce in 


suddenly but 


| 
| 
} 


Southbury, Conn., Barn | 


Pulls Through Into Black 
Southbury, Conn., Sept. 12. 


After three years of hit-and-miss 
operation, Jack Quinn’s Southbury 
Playhouse this summer came 
through with a gratifying black 
figure for its recently shuttered 
strawhat season of 10 weeks. SRO | 
wasn’t uncommon, and on several 
occasions it was necessary to open | 
up the back wall of the theatre to— 
accommodate emergency outdoor 
bleachers, . 


Quinn has a lengthy lease on the 
spot and is planning a capacity 
boost from the present 350 to over 
500 seats. Many season reserva- 
tions for 51 are already in. House 
played a no-name policy and 
worked up a following for its resi- 
dent troupe. 7 


Legit Bits | 


! 
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a bid to merge her touring reper- 
tory troupe with Carradine’s ... 
Dwight Deere Wiman will present 
Oliva DeHavilland in a revival of 
“Romeo and Juliet,” with Peter 
Glenville staging The _ project, 
budgeted at $125,000, was previous- 
ly turned down by Robert White- 
head, Kermit Bloomgarden and AIl- 
drich & Myers... Robert Ardrey has 
revised the script of his ‘“‘Thunder 
Rock,” which the Dramatists Play | 
Service is representing in the little 
theatre market. Incidentally, the 
author, a Hollywood screenwriter, 
is at work on a novel, ‘“‘The Casta- 
ways,’ which he expects to com- 
plete this winter... Robert Down- 
ing will be the resident director 
this season at Don Gibson’s Pent- 
house theatresin Atlanta and Jack- 
sonville 4 George Zorn, not 
Milton Weintraub, is house man- 
ager of the ANTA Playhouse, N. Y. 
nse Management of “Tickets, 
Please” have issued financial state- 
ments on the revue through July 
15, and another covering the pe- 
riod through mid-August is about 
to go out to the backers... Charles 


Thomas, not Murray Lang, was 
formerly treasurer of the Music 
Box, N. Y.... Pressagent Phil 


Bloom returned from London on 
the Ile de France Monday (11). 


Shubert presentation of Fred- 
erick Lonsdale’s “Way Things Go,” 
will costar Beatrice Pearson, Mel- | 
ville Cooper and Ralph Michael, 
with Bramwell Fletcher and Pat- 


| rick Holt featured in a cast includ- 


| 
| 


tributed by William Reid, who di- | 


|rected capably. 

| With this production the Blythe- 
wood Players close their season. 
{Leon J. Bronesky has been the 
| producer with Leonard Plato as 
‘managing director. Sherm. 


‘Pacific’ Tees Off St. Louis 


Season; 143G Gross Seen 


St. Louis, Sept. 12. 

“South Pacific’ will start off the 
local 1950-51 legit season Sept. 25, 
continuing through Oct. 5.  Be- 
cause of the unprecedented de- 
mand for ducats, musical will be 
presented in the Henry W. Kiel 
(municipal) auditorium instead of 
the American theatre, sole legit 
house here. Play is being pre- 
sented under the sponsorship of 
_ the American Theatrical Co. and 
| a gross of $143,000 is assured. 

Regular season at the American 
will tee off Oct. 9, when Todd 
| Dunean and. the New York cast 
| appear in the Maxwell Anderson- 
| Kurt Weill musical, “Lost in the 
| Stars.” 


Golden Preps ‘Heart’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Ray Golden heads east next 
| week to begin casting “Eat Your 
'Heart Out,” a new comedy by 
/Manny Seff and Paul Yawitz 
‘which he will produce on Broad- 
| way this fall. Play deals with a 
young indie film producer. 

| Golden was. associated with 








William R. Katzell in the produc- | 
tion of “Alive and Kicking” on, that all its productions will be, bookings 


son, Oliver. The latter is being Broadway last year. 


ing Valerie Cossart, Robert Gor- 
don, Madeleine Clive, Monica 
Lang, Norman Ettlinger,.Noel Les- 
lie and Octavia Kenmore. Gerald 
Savory will direct, Edward Gilbert 
design the scenery, with Edward 
McHugh stage manager and Ben 
Washer pressagent. John Shubert 
is supervising the production . . 
Ralph Blaine will compose the | 
score for ‘Three Wishes,” Charles 
O’Neal’s musical adaptation of his 
“Three Wishes of Jamie McRuin” 
novel, to be produced in the fall 
by Albert Lewis ... Deal is about 
set for the Playwrights’ Co. to pre- 
sent the new Sidney Kingsley play, | 
“Darkness at Noon,” adapted from 
Arthur Koestler’s novel . .. Nor- | 
man Rose and Ben Grauer will 


| open their season Oct. 16 at the 


' 


| 


‘ 


. 


Bleecker Street Playhouse, N. Y., 


with a revival of Shaw’s ‘Mrs. 
Warren’s Profession,” with John 
Reich-Baxter directing The 


Osear Serlins returned yesterday 
(Tues.) on the Liberte from a six- 
month European vacation .. . Pat 
Crowley will make her Broadway 
debut in the ingenue part in 
“Southern Exposure.” 

Jack Hylton’s London production 
of ‘‘Kiss Me, Kate” is scheduled to 
open in January, possibly at His | 
Majesty’s theatre and with Alfred | 
Drake and Patricia Morison sought | 
to recreate their original co-star- | 
ring parts... The comedy team of 
Gabriel Dell and Norman Abbott 
go into the cast of ‘Tickets, 
Please” this week, succeeding 
Roger Price, who is withdrawing to | 
take a night club assignment... 
Emmett Kelly, the circus clown, is 
reportedly being sought for a lead 
in Morton’ Gottlieb’s proposed 
revue, “Mad Money,” and Keenan 
Wynn is a possibility to direct ... 
Actress Stella Adler is due back 
Sept. 26 on the Ile de France from 
a four-month vacation in Europe 
. . Arthur Schwartz and Alfred 
deLiagre, Jr., have been appointed 
a subcommittee of the Committee 
of Theatrical Producers to try to! 
persuade managements of smash '| 


| 


hits to let their shows tour under , 
| subscription auspices, so the Thea- | 
| tre Guild-American Theatre Soci- | 


ety subscription schedule can be 


| doubled, as a step in expanding the | 


i 


road. It’s understood the Play-| 
wrights’ Co. has already pledged 


) available. 


-| knows thoroughly 





Barn Producer 
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in summer theatre. In some cases 
these package shows were so badly 
assembled that it necessitated my 
apologies to patrons. 


Usually the ego of the star play- 
ing a package show is such that 
they choose as a vehicle plays that 
are not sumn.er theatre fare and 
normally would not find a place 


| on the schedule of a summer thea- 


tre, instead of listening to the ad- 





Pittsburgh’s New Nixon 
~ Gets Big Sendoff as It 
Preems With ‘Oklahoma’ 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 12. 
Local legit theatregoers got a 
pleasant surprise last week when 
the New Nixon, formerly the Sen- 


ator, long-time pix house, teed off 
the 1950-51 season with a _ two- 





| ing 


vice of the manager, who at least | 
in picking a vehicle for the star | 


has the knowledge of what his au- 
diences want. 
case in point, namely his choice of 
“Beau Stratagem” and 
Brutus.” In fact Aherne’s director 
for ‘“‘Dear Brutus,’ who visited me, 
made a point of saying what a mis- 
take it was to have attempted 
“Dear Brutus” in summer theatre 


, 


‘and the proof lay in the bad busi- 


ness it was doing all over the cir- 
cuit. 

A star in a package show is in 
no position to determine how bad 
his supporting players are and 
how bad his direction 
he or she is able to offer a com- 
parison, which certainly cannot be 
arrived at by playing in a package 
show with the same people all 
summer. 

There’s More Than Money 

I fully reaiize that a star play- 
ing summer theatres is concerned 
purely with the amount of money 
he can draw for salary and per- 
centage at the end of a week, 
which incidently is much greater 
than the salary he can draw in 
Broadway theatre. 

It is about time the star learned 
that there is much more they can 


is unless | 


| 


Aherne is a good |} 


“Dear | 


week engagement of “Oklahoma,” 
back for the fourth time. Expect- 
little save a_ slightly re- 
furbished site with just enough 
improvements to keep Pittsburgh 
on the road, they were surprised 
to find a playhouse comparable to 
some of the top Broadway sites. 

Operators originally had planned 
to spend around $100,000 fixing up 
the old Senator, but the cost 
soared to almost three times that 
before the job was completed. 

New Nixon is being managed by 
Ralph T. Kettering, vet Chi show- 
man, and operated by Astor Corp., 
local syndicate of businessmen 
headed by Gabe Rubin, who owns 
Art Cinema, foreign film site, and 
Silver Lake Drive-In. 

Pittsburgh’s three newspapers, 
incidentally, went all-out in their 
coverage of the new theatre and 
its opening, giving the New Nixon 
pages of pictures and newsprints 
and even editorial comment, since 
preservation of legit locally has 
long been the aim of the collective 
press here, 





Legit Followup 











Onee in a Lifetime 


(PLAYERS’ RING, HOLLYWOOD) 


derive from summer theatre. They | 


can acquire a versatility, a self- 
assurance, a development of their 
basic talent, plus the knowledge 
of how to meet with the unex- 
pected on stage by playing with 
different actors and directors each 
week. You can only develop 
values from a part from others. 
You certainly can’t develop differ- 
ent values by playing with the 
same people each week. 


A star contemplating appearing | 


in summer theatre should apply 
the following five basic factors: 

1. Let the manager pick the 
play. He knows what audiences 
want, theretore knows what is 
greater boxoffice, therefore enab- 
ling the star to earn more money 
on percentage. 


one who supports the star in the 
important scenes. 

3. Choose a stage manager who 
what you are 


doing in the play and can assist | 


the resident director in directing 
the show around you. The resident 
director, knowing the capabilities 
of his resident company, is the 
one most qualified to get the best 
performances out of his cast. 

4. Arrive for rehearsals when 
you are supposed to. 
advantage to familiarize yourself 
with the people you are working 
with. 

5. Cooperate with the theatre 
on publicity stunts, for these pub- 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 

Marvin Kaplan, dropped by 
Metro after his office-boy stint in 
“The Reformer and the Redhead,’ 
is back in business with this Kauf- 
man-Hart hit of 1930. Twenty 
years have taken much of the sting 
out of the hate-Hollywood lines, 
but the young Brooklynite, play- 
ing “the best deadpan feeder in 
show business,’ manages to wrap 
it up with the sock comedy por- 
trayal of L. A.’s legit year. 

Directors Kathleen Freeman and 
Terry Kilburn loaded their the- 


| atre-in-the-round package with 


wacky women’s wear of the era and 
a spirited supporting cast for Kap- 
lan. Beverly Campbell and Larry 
Salters foil expertly as romantic 
leads whose elocution school for 
silent picture thesps falls apart and 


,is rescued when Kaplan becomes 


2. Travel with one jobber, the head of the studio and makes the 


wrong picture, only to wind up 
with a hit on his hands. Pat Prest 


/as the Janet Gaynor type, Miss 
| Freeman 


as her mother, June 


Shafer as the gossip columnist, Jo- 


seph Mell as the studio topper and 
David Alpert as the temperamental 


‘director, all contribute handsomely. 


Nostalgia being the theme these 


| days, “Lifetime” could conceivably 
| move on to bigger and better book- 
| ings. If Kaplan stays with it, it 


| can’t miss. 


It is to your |] 


Mike. 








Plays Out of Town 
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A Touch of Heaven 


licity appearances invariably in- | cerned, shaping up as a mild satire, 


crease grosses, therefore increase 

the star’s percentage. 

: Herbert L. Kneeter, 
Norwich Summer Theatre. 





Des Moines Outlook Okay; 


Des Moines, Sept. 12. 
The 4,200-seat KRNT Radio The- 
atre starts its 1950-51 season with 
a complete sellout of “South Paci- 
fic’ Sept. 18 and is already doing 


ing Vanities, Sept. 26 through Oct. 
1. Next in line is Victor Borge Oct. 
17; “Death of a Salesman,” Oct. 24- 


25; Jazz at the Philharmonic, Oct. 
26; Sadler’s Wells Ballet, Nov. 21; 


Dec. 1; “Kiss Me, Kate,” Dec. 5-8; 
“Oklahoma,” Dec. 11; “Brigadoon,” 
Jan. 8; Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo, Jan. 11; Gene Autry, Jan. 
16; Les Ballets de Paris, Jan. 21; 
“Come Back, Little Sheba,” Feb.3, 
and Israeli Philharmonic, Feb. 19. 


Possibly because of the prece- 
dent set by the opening of the sea- 
son with “South Pacific,” for which 
advance ticket sales started as soon 
as it was announced last May, ad- 
vance ticket sales on succeeding 
are coming in much 
earlier than in other seasons. 


| 


with plenty of entertainment value. 

Using the device of a play within 
a play, it has an amateur group 
from Gold Bar, Cal., descend upon 


|a Broadway producer and show 


| him 
| Heaven.” 


their play, 


There 


“A Touch of 
are plenty of 


. chuckles and guffaws when they 
Sellout ‘Pacific’ Preems show how they can play the same 


| scene 


straight; as psychological 


| drama, or with social significance. 


| 


Basic simplicity of ‘the play’s 


| theme—How Gold Bar got a church 
|—is emphasized throughout with 
| many well-aimed cracks at. effete 
| Broadway and the anemic state of 


excellent boxoffice sales on Skat- | the theatre in the U. S 


Direction by Robert Gray keeps 


things moving, and sets by John 
|Ashby Conway, which use practi- 


| cally 


a bare stage for first five 


| scenes and rapidly seguing sets-for 
‘the last five scenes, are imagina- 
| tive and effective. 

“Red, White and Blue” Nov. 29- | 


| with only 
| where 
| musical. 


Cast is excellent throughout, 


lapse in the scenes 
“play” is presented as a 
Kenneth Carr, instructor 


| in the drama school, is excellent 
as Henry Blake, and John River 


| 





as Tom Cook and William Culpep- 
per as Blackie Snyder do fine jobs. 
William Crossett as Jake Martin 
also turns in a top job, and Lois 
Smith as Miss. Merkel, school 
teacher director of the Gray Bar 
piayers, handles a difficult role in 
fine fashion’ Dorothy Kosobud, 
Mae Munro and Barbara Nowell 
shine in their respective roles 
bringing plenty of youth and goo 

looks to the proceedings. Reed. 
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Wednesday, September 13, 


Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VARIETY’s 
boxoffice estimates for last week (‘the 15th week of the season) 


and the corresponding week of last season: 


This Last 

BROADWAY Season Season 

Number of shows current ................ 17 17 
Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 262 229 
Total gross for all current shows last week $402,000 $475,500 
Total season’s gross so far by all shows.... $5,904,000 $5,941,600 
Number of new productions so far........ 3 3 

ROAD 
(Excluding Stock) 

Number of current touring shows reported 12 12 
Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 140 147 
Total road gross reported last week .. $338,800 $258,500 


Season’s total road gross so far. 


oat $3,738,600 $3,647,600 








Chi B.0. Perks With Only 2 Shows: 
‘Ear’ Nifty $21,200, Mice’ OK $13,100 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 
With only two attractions in 
town and with heavy 
trade, both shows did well. 


stay at the Harris Saturday 
with “Lend An Ear” staying on an- 
other week before touring. 

Near-future openings were 
switched last week when conflicts 
arose, with two plays coming in on 
the 18th and two on the 25th. 
“Diamond Lil’ opens Sept. 17, “The 
Innocents” nexi- day (18), “Texas 
Lil Darlin’ ” (24), ‘“‘Come Back, Lit- 
tle Sheba,” (25). 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Rend An Ear,” Great Northern 
(24th wk) ($4.95; 1,500). Shot up to 
ever $21,200 for next-to-last week. 

“Two Blind Mice,” Harris (18th 
wk) ($3.71: 1,000). Closed Saturday 
(9) with neat $13,r00. 


French Good 
$34,000, Bosto 


Boston, Sept. 12. 

Hub’s legit tempo picked up this 
week when two new entries, “Black 
Chiffon,” starring 
bowed into the Plymouth Monday 
(11), and “Season in the Sun,” the 
new Wolcott Gibbs play, preemed 
at the Wilbur tonight (12). - Pre- 
opening box office activity shaped 
solid at both houses. 

The Olsen & Johnson opus, 
“Pardon Our French,” currently 





in its second week at the Opera) 


House, pulled almost $34,000 in 
spite of mild critical reaction. 
House is a 3,000-seater, scaled to 
$3.60 Monday through Thursday, 
with a $4.20 top weekends. 





‘SOUTH PACIFIC’ $85,400, 


‘DISCIPLE’ 196, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Sept. 12. 


“South Pacific” 


for its sixth and final stanza, hit- | 
the $85,400 | 
mark. Previous week, record $86,- | 


ting slightly over 
176 was set. House is scaled from 
$2.40 to $4.80. 

The Theatre Guild season was of- 
ficially opened on Monday (4) with 
the Lewis & Young productien of 
“The Devil's Disciple,” with Mau- 
rice Evans. The 1,600-seat Geary, 
which is housing the 
scaled to $4.80. Take was $19,000. 

The Curran remains dark until 
Sept. 197 when Gertrude Niesen 
opens in the Gene Mann produc- 
tion of 
Blondes.” 


Scott $10,200, Westport; 
Two Tryouts Set in Row 


Westport, Conn., Sept. 12. 

Zachary Scott grossed a healthy 
$10,200 in “Blind Alley” in eight 
performances last week at the 
Westport Country Playhouse, Ex- 
cellent press rgaction to the show 
apparently was a factor, since many 
local summer residents had moved 





back to New York after Labor Day. | 


Following the closing performance 
of the meller Saturday night (9), 
the Lawrence Langners (Armina 


Marshall), who operate the straw- | 


hat in partnership with John C. 
Wilson threw a party. 
A tryout of “The 


‘Mon.) at the playhouse, with Ruth 
Gordon ‘Mrs. Kanin) starred and 
the author directing. The season 
closes next week with the tryout of 
George Norford’s comedy, “Head 
of the Family,” under the direction 
of David Alexander. 


convention | 
“Two | 
Blind Mice” wound up an 18-week | 
(8), | 


Flora Robson, | 


continued to, 
pack the 3,252-seat Opera House) 


show, is/ 


‘*Gentlemen Prefer 


Amazing | 
Adele,” Garson Kanin’s adaptation | 
from the French. opened last night. 





7 
Current Road Shows 
(Sept. 10-23) 

“Affairs of State” (tryout)—Lo- 
cust, Phila. (11-16) (Reviewed in 


VARIETY, Sept. 6, ’50). 

“As You Like It’”—Community, 
Herhey, Pa. (18-23.) 

“Black Chiffon” (tryout)—Plym- 


outh, Bost. (11-23). (Reviewed in 
VARIETY this week). 
“Brigadoon” — Court Square, 


Springfield, Mass. (t9-20); Academy 
of Music, Northampton, Mass. 
'(21); Bushnell Aud., Hartford (22- 
23). 

“Call Me Madam” (tryout)— 
Shubert, New Haven (11-16); Shu- 
bert, Bost. (18-23). (Reviewed in 
VARIETY this week). 

“Come Back, Little Sheba’— 
Nixon, Pitt. (18-23). 

“Curious Savage” 
Playhouse, Wilmington (21-23). 

| “Death of a Salesman’’—Lobero, 
, Santa Barbara (11); Russ Aud., San 
‘ Diego (12-13); Fox, San Bernardino 
(14); Civic Aud., Pasadena (15-16); 
Aud., Fresno (18-19); Aud., Oak- 
land (20); Civic Aud., San Jose 
(21); Aud., Sacramento (22-23). 

“Devil's Disciple’—Geary, S. F. 
(11-23). 

“Diamond Lil”—Blackstone, Chi. 
(18-23). 

| ““Innocents’—Cass, 
16); Harris, Chi. (18-23). 

“Kiss Me, Kate”—Shubert, Phila. 
(11-23). 

“Legend of Sarah” (tryout)—Mc- 
Carter, Princeton, N. J. (23). 

“Lend An Ear’—Great North- 
ern, Chi. (11-16); Lyceum, Minne- 
apolis (18-23). 

“Little Boy Blue” 
Capitan, Hollywood (11-23). 
viewed in VARIETY this week). 

“Lost in 
monic Aud., L. A. (11-23). ; 

| “Mister Roberts’—Forrest, Phila. 
| (11-23). 


| “Oklahoma”—Nixon, Pitt (11- 


(tryout \—El 
(Re- 


16): Ford’s, Balto (18-23), 

“Pardon Our French” ‘trvout)— 
Opera House, Bost. (11-23) 
viewed in Varirety, Sept. 6, 50). 

“Season in the Sun” (tryout)— 
Wilbur, Bost. (12-23). 

“South Pacific’—Aud., Denver 
| (12-16); KRNT Radio, Des Moines 
(18-23). 

“Summer and Smoke”—Mayfair, 


. (14); International Cinema, 
couver (15-16). 

“Texas, Li’l Darlin’ ’—Shubert, 
Detroit (11-23). 

“Two Blind Mice’—Davidson, 
Milwaukee (11-16); Cass, Detroit 
(18-23). ‘ 


Pitts’ ‘Post’ Neat $9,000 
At Olney, Md., Strawhat 


Olney, Md., Sept. 12. 
ZaSu Pitts in “Post Road” racked 





“up a very healthy $9,000 for her, 


week at the Olney theatre. Drama 
desks and payees alike went for 


the Pitts technique. Star trekked | 


from here to Lakewood, Pa., after 
which she does three more weeks 
of barnstorming in the show, in- 
cluding two in_ theatres-in-the- 
round in Atlanta and Jacksonville. 
Brian Aherne in “Dear Brutus” 
opened tonight (12) to a strong ad- 
vance, after playing a very social 
American Theatre Wing benefit 
last night. Franchot Tone i 
| “Second Man” is due in the week 
of Sept. 18, after which the straw- 
hat shutters for the season. 





Smoke’ 186, Seattle 


Seattle, Sept. 12. 
“Summer and Smoke,” 
from $3.75 at the Metropolitan, 
seating 1,500, grossed big $18,000 
in six performances last week, in- 
dicating that Seattle is hungry for 
legit. 
Nothing is booked until Decem- 
ber, with customers asking how 
, come. 


(tryout)— | 


Detroit (11- 


the Stars’—Philhar- | 


Re-| “Guys and Dolls,” big new musi-! 


Portland (12-13); Temple, Tacoma | 
Van- | 


scaled | 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 12. 





1950-51 tour in 
| last week, doing ever $27,200 at a 
| $3.50 top (it came to $4.55 includ- 
| ing taxes). The stretch was the most 
surprising of all, musical doing 
nearly half of the gross in the last 


| when the last-minute ticket rush 
was so great the curtain had to be 
held up for several minutes. 

Advance sale for the current 
week indicates that “Oklahoma” 
will do just as well on the windup, 
and perhaps even better. Accord- 
ing to theatre attaches, show seems 
to be drawing a brand new type of 
audience on its current swing and 
they see no reason why the at- 
traction can’t come back again 
this season, and for a flock of more 
| seasons to boot. Theare Guild gets 
the second slot at the town’s new 
| legit site, too. with “Come Back. 
| Little Sheba” kicking off its travels 
Monday (18) as the first subscrip- 
tion offering of the year. 


Kate $26,700, 


| 


‘State’ 146, Philly 


Philadelphia, Sept. 12. 





| 
| off to a generally good if not spec- 


| oruinr start last week. The first 
of the week saw plenty of empty 
seats in all three houses which 
re-lighted. After Wednesday, how- 
| ever, biz started to pick up for the 
trio and they all turned in nice 
grosses, with prospects very bright 
for gains all along the line this 
week. 

No more openings until week 
after next. The Theatre Guild's 
“As You Like It” with Katharine 
| Hepburn comes to the Shubert 


‘Oklahoma’ Okay $27,200 
In 4th Pitt Visit; New | 


Audience Cues Return 

Playing Pittsburgh for the fourth | 
time, “Oklahoma” teed off the New | 
| Nixon theatre here and the show’s | 


| 


spectacular style | 


three performances of the session, | 


| Sept. 25 for two weeks, inaugurat- | 


ing the ATS subscription season 
here. Same date, “‘The Legend of 
| Sarah,” comedy tryout, is set for 
the Locust, and on Tuesday (26) 
| the Erlanger returns to the legit 
' ranks, independently operated by 
William Goldman 
| Shubert Lawrence. First attraction 


is to be “‘Lady of Paris,” operetta | 


| previously seen here as ‘Music in 
My Heart.” 


There will then be 
hiatus with the Walnut re-lighting 
for the season Oct. 9 with “The 
Relapse,” English 


another | 


importation | 


which will be followed on the 23rd | 


iby “The Late 

another from Britain, and then by 
Sam Spewack’s newest, “Golden 
; State’ early in November. 


ical is set to preem Oct. 23 at the 
Forrest and “Hilda Crane” starts 
a tryout at the Locust about mid- 
October. The controversial and 
much-discussed musical, ‘““‘The Bar- 
rier,” is another October booking, 
house not yet announced. 


Estimates for Last Week 


“Kiss Me, Kate”. Shubert 
week) (1,870; $4.55). 


(1st 


Edwina Black,” | 


and Lawrence | 


Philly’s 1950-61 legit season got| ne eee 


B way Biz in Post-Labor Day Jump: 
Peep’ Hits $43,000, ‘Kate’ $36,500, 
‘Blondes’ $47,400, ‘Roberts’ $27,900 


Business on Broadway registered 
the normal post-Labor Day 
provement last week. With one 
exception, grosses were up from 
$600 to better than $6,000 over the 
previous -week. After the usual 
bullish holiday matinee Monday 
(4), attendance dropped that even- 
ing, but climbed steadily through 
the week to generally sellout pro- 
portions Saturday night (9). Pros- 
pects are for continued improve- 
ment this week. 

The hottest agency call is still 
unquestionably “South Pacific” 
(there are also heavy ealls for the 
Sadler’s Wells Ballet, but the slim 
supply of tickets, obtained by mail 
when the sale opened last June 
was quickly exhausted). -Runner- 
ups in demand in the musical field 
are “Kiss Me, Kate” and “Gentle- 
men Prefer Blondes,” with “Mister 
Roberts” still getting the strongest 
straight-play call. Other straight- 
play agency items are “Member 
of the Wedding,” “Cocktail Party” 
and “Happy Time,” while lively 
musical calls are “Peep Show,” 
“Peter Pan” and “Tickets, Please.” 
Of the incoming shows, there is 
already broker-patron interest in 
“Call Me Madam,” “Daphne Lau- 


rgola” and a bit for “Affairs of 
State.” 
Last week's closings included 


“Texas, Lil 
Darlin’ ”’ and “Live Wire.” Folding 
this week is ‘Wisteria Trees,” 
while “The Consul” is advertising 
“last weeks.” There are no open- 


|ings this week, but “Daphne Laure- 


ola” preems next Monaay (18) and 
a parade of new entries starts the 
following week. 

The total gross for all 17 shows 
last week was $402,000, or 72.53% 
of capacity. The previous week’s 
corrected total gross for 17 shows 
was $370,200, or 66.79° of capa- 
city. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Opera). 

Other parenthetic figures refer, 
respectively, to top price, number 
of seats and capacity gross. Price 
includes 20° anusement tax, but 
grosses are net: i.e., exclusive of 
tax. 

“Cocktail Party,” Miller (34th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 940; $21,600). Pre- 
vious week, $12,000; last week, al- 
most $13,400. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
(83d wk) (D-$4.80; 914; $23.800). 
Previous week, $10,400; last week, 
about $13,300. 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
Ziegfeld (40th wk) (M-$6; 1,628; 
$48,244). Previous week, aimost 


| $46,800; last week, nearly $47,400. 


‘ 
’ 
' 
‘ 
i 


A little slow. 


at the start but picked up steadily | 


all week and ended up with an 
| one. 

“Mister Roberts” “Forrest 
| week) (1,760; $4.55). Opened Tues- 
day and also looked a little dis- 
| appointing, but picked up steadily 


and wound up with $20,900. Scale 
figured by many as too high for 
| show without a big marquee name. 
Indefinite stay planned. 

“Affairs of State” Locust (1st 
week) (1,540; $3.90). Mixed notices, 
with Celeste Holm and cast getting 
more credit than the play. Biz all 
right however at nearly $14,000. 


Raines- Turtle’ 


| 


$4,400 





| Andover, N. J., Sept. 12. 
'. Hampered by poor weekend 
weather and a shift in the per- 
‘formance schedule, the Grist Mill 
| Playhouse here, with Ella Raines 
in “The Voice of the Turtle,” drew 
around $4,400 in seven perform- 
'ances last week. “Finian’s Rain- 
bow,” with Jack Manning, Jet 
| MacDonald and Jerry Austin fea- 
_ tured, opens tomorrow (Wed.). Un- 
' der new schedule, musical will,run 
through Sunday (17), with mati- 
nees offered over the weekend. 
Edward Everett Horton in “His 
French Wife” is set for five days 
beginning Sept. 20. Vehicle may 
be theatre's last offering this sea- 
son. 


okay $26,700. Three weeks for this | 


(1st | 





| Previous week, $13,200; last week, 


In 7 at Andover, N. J. 


/ week, $16,300. 


| $34,500; closed Saturday night (9) 





“Happy Time,” Plymouth (3d 


wk) (C-$4.80; 1,063; $29,019). Pre-- 


vious week, reached $18,200; last 
week, $20,300. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Shubert (88th 
wk) (M-$6; 1,361; $38,000). Previous 


week, $35,100; last week, $36,500. | 


“Live Wire,” Playhouse (4th wk) 
(C-$4.80; 819; $18.740). Previous 
week, $5,000; last week, nearly 
$5,800: folded Saturday night (9) 
after 28 performances. 

“Member of the Wedding,” Em- 
pire (36th wk) (D-$4.80; 1,082; $24.- 
000). Previous week, $13,000; last 
week, about $14,000. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (129th) 
wk) (CD-$4.80; 1,360; $34.276). 
Previous week, $24,400; last week. 
about $27.900. 

‘“Peep Show,” Winter Garden| 
(10th wk) (R-$7.20; 1,519; $53.000) 
Previous week, $39,500; last week. | 
$43,000. 

“Peter Pan,” Imperial (20th wk) 
(M-$4.80; 1,400; $34,500). Previous 
week, $29,000; last week, $28,200. 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (73d 
wk) (M-$6; 1,659; $50,186), As 
always, almost $50,800. 

“Texas, L'il Darlin’,” Hellinger 
(37th wk) (M-$6; 1,543; $42,000). 


around $20,000; closed Saturday 
night (9) after 293 performances; 
is touring. 

“The Consul,” Barrymore (26th 
wk) (O-$4.80-$6; 1,066; $28,000). 
Previous week, topped $13,000; last 


“Tickets, Please,” Coronet (20th 
wk) (R-$4.80;.998; $26,600). Previ- 
= week, $10,600; last week, $12,- 

“Where's Charley?” St. James 
(99th wk) (M-$6; 1,509; $38,700). 
Previous week, $33,900; last week, 


after 792 performances, but will 
probably reopen, with Ray Bolger 
resuming as star or with a replace-| 
ment, either in New York or on, 
the road. 

“Wisteria Trees,” Beck (20th wk) 


im- ' 








(D-$4.80; 1,214; $33,000), Previous 


week, $10,000; last week, $11,400; 
closes Saturday night (16). 
Stock 

“Medium” and “Telephone,” 
Arena (8th wk) ‘(0O-$3; 500; $10,- 
600). Previous week, $5,300; last 
week, about $6,300. 
Future Dates 

Laureola,” Sept. 18, 
Music Box: “Affairs of State,” 
Sept. 25. Royale; “Southern Ex- 
posure,” Sept. 26. Biltmore; “Black 
Chiffon,” Sept. 27, 48th Streét; 
“Season in the Sun.” Sept. 28, 
Cort; “Giaconda Smile,” Oct. 3, 
Lyceum; “Pardon Our French,” 
Oct. 5, Broadway; “Curious Sav- 
age,” Oct. 10, Booth: Legend of 
Sarah,” Oct. 11, Fulton: “Call 
Me Madam,” Oct. 12, Imperial; 
“Burning Bright.” week of Oct. 16, 
Broadhurst; “Relapse.” Oct. 23, 
unspecified theatre; “Way Things 
Go,” Oct. 24, unspec'fied theatre; 
“Hilda Crane,” Nov. 1, unspecified 
theatre; “Country Girl,” week of 
Nov. 6, unspecified theatre; “Lady’s 
Not for Burning,’ Nov. 8, Royale; 
“Guys and Dells,” Nov. 9, 46th 
Street; “Bell, Book and Candle,” 
Nov. 14, Barrymore; “Late Edwina 
Black,” weck of: Nov. 20, unspecifi- 
ed theatre; “Ring ’Round = the 
Moon,” Nov. 23, Martin Beck; 
“Golden State,” Nov. 25, unspeci- 
fied theatre; “Out of This World,” 
Nov. 30, Century; “Bless You AI,’ 
Dec.'-14, Hellinger; “Green Pas- 
tures,” Dec. 26, unspecified theatre. 


“Daphne 


| Blondes’ 606. LA: 


Stars’ $48,800 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 


Town’s only straight drama of- 
fering, “Death of A Salesman,” 
nosedived sharply last week, to 
wind its six-week run with an in- 
the-red frame. Tally for the ses- 
sion sank to $10,600. “Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes” and “Lost in the 
Stars” both registered near capa- 
city weeks and “Ice Follies of 
1951” came up with a smashing 
opener in the other houses alight. 

This week's only newcomer, 
“Little Boy Blue,” bowed last night 
at El Capitan for a three-week 


' pre-Broadway run. 


Estimates for Last Week 
“Death of A Salesman,” Bilt- 


, more (6th wk) (1,636; $3.60). Final 
frame skidded to $10,500, about 


$1,000 under costs. Six-week run 
tallied only a moderate $110,600, 
House stays dark now until “Devil’s 
Disciple” bows Sept. 25. 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
Greek Theatre (2d wk) (4,400; $3.- 
60). Smashing $60,000 tally is big- 
gest ever notched at this spot, 
but “Blondes” is playing seven 
performances as against the cus- 
tomary six. Figure represents 
about 90° capacity. 

“Ice Follies of 1951,” Pan Pacifie 
Aud (ist wk) (6,600; $3.60). Great 
$73,000 for first four performances 
(three nights, opening last Thurs- 
day) with lengthening advance in- 
dicating possible record gross for 
three-week run. 

“Lost in the Stars,” Philhar- 
monic Aud (ist wk) (2,670; $4.80). 
Final offering of the L. A. Civie 
Light Opera season got off to a 
profitable $48,800 start, although 


figure is lowest for any opening- 


week this year. 


Rain Swamps Dallas Fair; 
Season Loss Seen at 286 


Dallas, Sept. 12. 

Losses at the State Fair Casino 
through Aug.: 20 were only $8,000 
on the first 10 weeks, eight of 
which were subject to threatening 
weather. Downpours of the last 
two weeks during the run of “An- 
nie Get Your Gun” caused a loss 
estimated now at $20,000. 

The season's financial record will 
thus be approximately $28,000 in 
the red. Fair weather might have 
put the operation in the black, as 
“Annie Get Your Gun” was shows 
ing powerful sales. 


Strawhat Tryouts 


THIS WEEK 
“Amazing Adele’ — Westport 
(Conn.) Country Playhouse (11-16) 
(Reviewed in Vartety this week). 
NEXT WEEK 
“Head of the Family”’—Westport 
(Conn.) Country Playhouse (18-23). 


5'75489B — 
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Plays Abroad 


The Atom Doctor | 
Edinburgh, Aug. 30. 


Edinburgh Festival Society, Ltd., pro- 
duction of the Glasgow Citizens’ Theatre 
(in association with the Arts Council of 


Great Britain) in premiere of new play | 
bv Erie Linklater. Directed by Tyrone | 
Guthrie. Setting designed and executed 
by John Russell. First production, Aug. 
24, ’50. At Lyceum, Edinburgh. 

GHarie.......ccccccecececs James Gibson 
Connie May ....-.--«ecec.- ee ee 

‘ ssor Mortimer..... uncan ‘Macra 

Tagg om . Betty Henderson 


Mrs. Bonamy _.. a 
Miss Sobieski-Smith ‘ 
Miss Julia SobieskiSmith.. 


“Madeleine Christie 
Lennox Milne 


Alfred Shinney...... . Stanley Baxter 
Tom Thistleton are John Young 
Mrs. Thistleton ..Dorothy Primrose 
Duke of Applecross.. Laurence Hardy 
Mrs. Shinney i< Marjorie Thomson 
Major Kemnay) Kenneth Mackintosh 
Soldier Fulton Mackay 

Douglas Campbell 


Policeman 





Eric Linklater, Scot novelist, 
essavist and occasional playwright, 
has set this lightsome comedy 
piece in present-day Edinburgh, 
modelling his play from Ben Jon- 
son’s “The Alchemist.” He has in- 
jected witty barbs and consider- 
abe humor. Play provides the 1950 


International Festival of Music 
and Drama with an entertaining 
piece, and it is generally rated 
grand fun. And it is one of the 


best Scottish comedies in years. 
For Duncan Macrae, No. 1 legit 
actor in Scotland, and _ leading 
light of Glasgow Citizens’ Thea- 
tre, this is a top-rate vehicle. His 
gangling mannerisms come _ over 
ideally in the role of Professor 
Mortimer, the quack doctor-scien- | 
tist who can solve all human woes. 


Plot shows this charlatan living 
in an absent officer’s Edinburgh 
house with the officer’s’ valet 


Shurie (James Gibson) and an Irish 
lass (Patricia Burke), to whom he 
is amorously inclined, and whose 
talents he uses as the bait to draw 
clients with money to spend. His 
dupes include two ardent Scottish 
Nationalist ladies in the kilt, whose 
aim is ‘to blow up the British 
Parliament at Westminster; a half- 
baked boy orator, and an idiotic 
duke (Laurence Hardy). Latter be- | 
lieves that the professor’s home- 
made atom machine (in reality a 
carefully-disguised vacuum clean- 
er) will turn the lead from his 
castle roof into pure gold. 

Into this motley gathering comes | 
a neurotic Scots publican who can- 
not live agreeably with his wife 
but who finds the “atomized beau- 


ty” of the professors’ Miss Burke 
much to his liking. The _ far- 
cical chaos is complete when an 


experiment to transmute the pro- 
fessor’s lead to gold is rudely in- 
terrupted by the youthful orator’s | 
enraged mother and by the more 


curious of the Scottish sisters 
(Lennox Milne). 

The whole is a joyful romp 
which gives full scope to the 


talents of willowy Duncan Macrae, 


| figure 


the most versatile of present-day 

Scottish actors. It is never taken 

seriously; no farce should be. 
Gord. 





The Little Hut 


London, Aug. 26. 
H. M. Tennent, Ltd., production of com- 
edy in three acts by Andre Roussin; 
adapted by Nancy Mitford. Directed by 
Peter Brook. At Lyric theatre. London. 


SID. d' Bia bie v2 4518 ea oee 0 044 Joan Tetzel 
DEE Sara ose deve eee COSlee Robert Morley 
DE. .c.0.¢ Rackets shoe David Tomlinson 
og) ne ee Geoffrey Toone 
Second Stranger William Chappell 

It is generally accepted that 


French comedy seldom retains its: 


sparkle when transported over the 
channel. In this instance, it loses 
plenty in translation, and the solid 
British types interpreting the male 


characters help make the story 
even more preposterous than the 
original. Sharing a wife might be 


a convenient eventuality to a Gal- 
lic husband, but not to the wearer 
of an old school tie. This gay 
story of the eternal triangle, ob- 
viously not meant to be taken seri- 
ously, received a warm response 
from the audience, if not in gen- 
eral from the press. However, it 
should settle down to a prosperous 
run. With skilled casting, it might 
also prove a good proposition for 
Broadway. 

Husband, wife and friend, sur- 
vivors from a shipwreck, happily 


play at Robinson Crusoe on a 
desert island. Hubby spends his 
time catching butterflies and B 


stunned to learn that his friend has 
not only been his wife’s lover for 
six years, but proposes to share 
her embraces, turn and turn about, 
until they are back in civilization. 
He agrees, becomes rejuvenated 
and a boisterous wooer, while the 
boy friend sulky and jealous, slips 


into the shoes of the cuckolded 
husband. A supposedly menacing 


Savage upsets the love nest and 
the accommodating wife promptly 
extends her favors to save the lives 
of the others. It then develops he 
is the Danish cook from their own 
ship, and he joins the community 


in that capacity until they are 
rescued. 
Joan Tetzel, in her London 


| debut, gives an enchanting, roguish 


performance as the hussy who flits 
from male to male on the flimsiest 
of excuses. Robert Morley as her 
philosophical mate conveys more 
by expression than words his re- 
actions to the unheaval in his do- 
mestic arrangements. David Tom- 
linson looks suitably petulant and 
thwarted as odd man out and Geof- 
frey Toone presents an impressive 
as the masquerading in- 
truder. 

Play is crisply directed by Peter 
Brook, and the lush tropical set- 


| ting by Oliver Messel provides ex- 
| otic and erotic background. 
Clem. 


Soldier Boy 
London, Sept. 6. 


Dexter production of his own 
Directed by Jack Wil- 





Aubrey 
play in three acts. 


liams. At Embassy theatre, London. 

Gertrude Taylor......... Beatrice Varley 
‘SG TESIOP. . os eS sriese Derek Blomfield 
Martin Tayior ...c.ececeds Aubrey Dexter 
NS eo rer re Arthur Hambling 
ile” a Mary Jones 
Re. Sear ere Richard Pearson 
Norman Langford ..Clement McCallin 


A moving postwar problem play 
of a mother’s faith in her son’s re- 
habilitation after a mental up- 
heaval following war wounds. It 
has a sincerity and simple dignity 
that is: appealing, but there is too 
much explanatory dialog, and the 
show would need tightening up if 
venture a West End 
As a film subject, it 
more dramatically em- 
might find a wider 


it wanted to 
production. 
would be 
phasized 
public. 

A suburban 


her son who 


and 


devotedly 
re- 


mother 


attends has been 


Will Any Gentleman? |New Hartford Legiter 


} 
. London, Sept. 7. 
Linnit & Dunfee, Ltd., production of 
new farce in three acts by Vernon Syl- 
vaine. Directed by Richard Bird. At 
Strand theatre, London. 
PeOMry Beireees....cccceess Robertson Hare 
Charley Stirling.......... Arthur Riscoe , 
Florence Stirling........ Constance Lorne 
ES 5.5 5, a1p'sa'a 69 6are oo ke Norman Scace 
Ms 4 600000 ds owe escceess- Thelma Grigg | 
EE sc eka es $Oae ooee Natalie Raine 
Dr. Gmith......<icocccs. Claus Groves 
Inspector Martin.......+.. Henry Caine 
Stanley Jackson......... Hugh Metcalfe 
Pear +.+..Pamela Deeming 
ot reer Ruth Maitland 
Ph | Ree Wilfred Boyle 


duced to the mental age of 10, fol-| 


lowing wounds sustained while 
rescuing his superior officer. An 
embarrassment to her family, she 
clings to the belief the boy will re- 
cover his memory and adulthood. 


Out of the blue the ex-officer 
turns up and is persuaded to stay 
in the hope that his presence and 
references to war experience will 
re-awaken the clouded mind. The 
mother thinks the newcomer is re- 
paying his debt by helping to bring 
about the miracle, but it develops 
he is flat broke, and is making 
capital out of their tragic circum- 
stances. .When the. boy's. sister 
breaks her engagement, having 
fallen in love with the new arrival 
he has to confess he is already 
married, also his reason for re- 
maining with the family. An im- 
provident old uncle, hitherto the 
boy’s main companion, shoots the 
interloper in a drunken frenzy of 
jealousy and the shock of finding 
the body in similar conditions re- 
stores mental balance to the af- 
flicted boy. 

Beatrice Varley makes a human, 
pathetic figure of the mother who 
refuses to accept defeat. Arthur 
Hambling provides a good contrast 
as the self-effacing husband. Derek 
Blomfield handles delicately the 
difficult role of the son listening to 
stories of pirates with the rapt at- 
tention of a child. Mary Jones and 
Richard Pearson are duly subur- 
ban and humdrum as the engaged 
couple, and Clement McCallin is 
the opportunist ex-officer who 
trades on his charm. The author 
plays the old uncle with a rich 
sense of character, nicely round- 
ing out the family circle. Clem. 
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6 
Just Closed Straw Hat 


"Some good voices, notably that of 
Ruth Webb... .” . 
NEW LONDON, CONN. 
(EVENING DAY). 


“Frankly, we liked Ruth Webb, whose 
endiess vitality seemed to pace the 
rapid tempo of the slap-happy musi- 
cal. She seemed to be thoroughly 
enjoying the whole business.” 
MORRISTOWN, N. J. 
(DAILY RECORD). 


“MISS WEBB SETS PACE. Bright 
and zestful spots. One of these is the 
number, ‘Carried Away,’ ably and en- 
ergetically sung by Ruth Webb. Miss 
Webb, incidentally, furnished much of 
the pace that the production en- 
joyed.”’ 
(SCHENECTADY GAZETTE). 


“Completed geometrical figure is in 
the competent hands and dancing feet 
of Ruth Webb... . best vocalism is 
contributed by Ruth Webb, who has 
an excellent dramatic soprano.” 


(TIMES-UNION), ALBANY, N. Y, 








FANCHON and ARNOLD’S 


Park Avenue Restaurant, New York 


“ON THE TOWN” 


(Role Played on Broadway) 


DRAMA! ... MUSICAL COMEDY! 


RUTH 
WEBB 





21st 


Tour of 


“Ruth Webb, as a sexy anthropologist, 
scored well with the audience.” 


(EVENING ITEM), LYNN, MASS. 


“TWO SCENES STAND OUT. Among 
the scenes which scored heavily were 
‘Museum of Natural History,’ in which 
Miss Webb as ‘Claire de Loon,’ sings 
and acts ‘Carried Away,’ and bur- 
lesque like sequences in the apart- 
ments of ‘Claire’ and ‘Hildy’ .. .” 


(PRESS), ATLANTIC CITY, 


“Outstanding in the company is Ruth 
Webb as the uninhibited ‘Claire’ .. .” 


(HERALD), BOSTON, MASS. 


“Appealing is the part of ‘Claire,’ the 
anthropologist, played with abandon 
by Ruth Webb.” 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR), 
BOSTON, MASS. 


“We've got to mention Ruth Webb as 
the sexy anthropologist .. .” 


(DAILY GLOBE), BOSTON, MASS. 


Personal Mgt.—JEAN ROSE, 48 West 48th St., New York 


.. NIGHT CLUBS! 


“Ruth Webb gave the affair a bigtime 


touch.” 
TROY, NEW YORK, 


“Ruth Webb delighted last night’s en- 
thusiastic audience.” 


(TRIBUNE) ATLANTIC CITY. 


My sincere appreciation to 
the press and to the follow- 
ing producers for making 
“On the Town” a wonderful 
tour for me... 

Lee Falk, Bill Cowan, Herbert Knee- 
ter, Alton Wilkes, Robert E. Perry, 


John Huntington, Bill Blood, Bill Rob- 
bins and Pau! Lammers. 


Plaza 7-3380 














| get 





With a string of successful farces 
to his credit, Vernon Sylvaine 
seems to have scored again with 
this ingeniously twisted story of a 
timid little man turning into a 
marauding wolf under hypnosis. 
With surefire characters, slick di- 
rection and popuiar stars, show 
looks to fill the Strand for many 
months. 

Opening in a small music hall, a 
call for any gentleman to step up 
to undergo experimental mesmer- 
ism brings a bald bank cashier cut- 
ting loose from routine on his 50th 
birthday. He leaves the theatre be- 
fore he is “restored,” and the fun 
starts with the ensuing struggle be- 
tween his former respectability 
and the gay, pleasure-loving sup- 
pressed libido liberated by the hyp- 
notist. He comes home minus coat, 
hat and umbrella, smothered in lip- 
stick and gets in wrong with” his 
wife for pinching the maidservant. 
His scallywag younger brother is 
called in to control him but only 
helps his change of heart. 

Apart from his amorous pecca- 
dilloes, there is a case of missing 
money from the bank to answer, 
with the conscience-stricken thief 
warrjng with his new personality 
and hampered in his efforts to re- 


store the funds. Involved in all 
this are a tearful wife, an over- 
powering mother-in-law and _ the 


usual appendages to this type of 
frolic, before the “guinea pig” is 
snapped back into normalcy. 
Robertson Hare gets every ounce 
of value from the role of the bewil- 
dered delinquent, with Arthur Ris- 


|coe mugging his way amiably and 


traditionally as the conniving 
brother. There are some glamorous 
stage cuties, an endearing nitwit 
doctor (played by Charles Groves) 
and a neat performance by Natalie 


|it faster. 


Still Facing Obstacles 


Hartford, Sept. 12. 


A hearing was scheduled for this 
afternoon (12) in Bridgeport 
superior court in an attempt to 
block a scheduled referendum by 
West Hartford voters on the pro- 
posed location of the controversial 
Frank Lloyd Wright theatre. A 
group of theatre opponents have 
petitioned Judge Thomas E. Tro- 


‘land for an injunction to stop a 


Raine, as the maid who enjoys be- | 


insulted. Norman Scace 
Svengali and Constance 
Lorne makes an effectively ag- 
grieved spouse. Supporting char- 
acters commendably round off the 
aggregation. Clem. 


ing 
forceful 


For Love or Money 
London, Aug. 25. 


Peter Daubeny Productions presentation 
of comedy in three acts (eight scenes) by 


Jordan Lawrence. Directed by Norman 
Rutherford. At Ambassadors theatre, 
London. 
SE 3 5k 50 44 do 80 Hermione Baddeley 
SPUTIIEEL s 6.0 c0bs ccs eeaet Henry Kendall 
Mr. Playbill TTT ETT TTT. Tod Slaughter 
Colonel Bombard.......... Frank Tickle 
Lucinda Bombard........ Lally Bowers 
_ | Sa rar John Nicholson 
ee, DPEMOWEEE. 6 66.066060084s ...Pat Nye 
SRG Pry rior Mary Loraine 
MPO. . 6.6666665606% James Viccars 
OGG Fae? . . cssedeces Richard Littledale 
Es Fs wy 40s 00006: 00% Virginia Winter 
| rr Pras Christie Humphrey 
A phoney Restoration comedy 


could be highly amusing, and if 
confined to a brief revue sketch, 
extremely funny. This full-length 
charade defeats its own ends after 


some and cumbersome in its strain- 
ing for laughs. Play was palpably 
under-rehearsed, resulting in boo- 
ing at curtainfall and its chances 
of survival are meagre. 

Set in the theatrical world of 
18th century London, story re- 
volves around Hermione Baddeley 
as an indifferent actress who keeps 
her job and her home through the 
bounty of three wealthy rakes, each 
unaware of the other’s existence. 
Henry Kendall depicts an oppor- 
tunist amorist who keeps his wolf 
from the door by dallying with 
neglected wives at the expense of 
their philandering husbands. The 
actress tries to ensnare an inno- 
cent country youth who hopes to 
his play produced, but he 
teams up with an equally bucolic 
young thespian. Everybody finds 
everybody else out to the tune .of 
coarse dialog and tasteless vul- 
garity. 

Henry Kendall displays his usual 
attractive insolence in a thankless 
part and Hermione Baddeley plays 
the loose lady with great gusto. 
Supporting cast manages to fit into 
the correct atmosphere. Main one 
to emerge with credit is Lally 


is a} 


special referendum on the issue. 
The referendum is scheduled to 
to be held Thursday (14). 
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ary influence, but they are likely 
to be an added incentive to amuse- 
ment spending. 

Upped Demand 

The latest cost-of-living figures 
(for July) show a rise of 2.3% to 
170.2, or just 2°o under the high 
of World War II. But with pro- 
duction, employment, wage levels, 
income, Government and business 
spending, farm income, bank de- 
posits and withdrawals, depart- 
ment store sales, consumer demand 
is increasing. In show business 
terms, that means more people are 
making more money and spending 
At the same time, legit 
ticket prices have risen relatively 
little (in some cases the present 
scale is actually lower) in the last 
25 years. So theatregoing is rela- 
tively inexpensive (although sky- 
rocketed production and operating 
costs have absorbed most of the 
profit). 

Disregarding the unpredictable 
element of entertainment content 
and actual boxoffice draw, the fall 
and winter lineup of new Broad- 
way productions is at least numer- 
icadly strong. Five entries are 
scheduled for September, nine dur- 
ing October, a minimum of eight 
during November and probably as 
many in December. That's a nota- 
bly heavier list than arrived in the 
correspoding period last season. 

Strong Potentials 


If a reasonable proportion of 
these productions click, added to 


such heavy-grossing holdovers as 
“South Pacific,” “Gentlemen Pre- 


|fer Blondes,” “‘Peep Show,” ‘Kiss 


| Roberts,” 


' early 


Me, Kate,” “Peter Pan,” “Mister 
“Happy Time” and 
others, Broadway may have its most 
prosperous fall and winter in re- 
cent vears. 

Similarly, potentially strong try- 
out items like ‘‘Call Me Madam” 
and “Guy asnd Dolls,” added to the 
touring “South Pacific,” “Kate,” 
“Lost in the Stars,”’ “Mister Rob- 
erts” and “Oklahoma,” indicate 
that business on the road may also 
be good this season. It’s still too 
to tell how many touring 


shows may be available, so the 


prospects are uncertain for individ- 


ual theatre managements. But if 
the Theatre Guild succeeds in dou- 
bling its schedule of touring sub- 
scription plays, the future pros- 


i | pects for the road may be consid- 
about 20 minutes and becomes tire- | 


Bowers as the simpering wife of. 


one of the playboys. Clem. 





Hedgerow’s Tryout 
Philadelphia, Sept. 12. 
“The Man Who Corrupted 
Hadleyburg,” Bernard Evslin’s 
dramatization of a Mark Twain 
short story, will be tried out Fri- 
day night (15) by the Hedgerow 
theatre, at suburban Moylan. 
Ronald Bishop has staged it. 


erably enhanced. 

Legit advance sales, generally a 
reliable barometer of future condi- 
tions, indicate an uptrend at the 
b.o. this fall, both on Broadway 
and the road. 








TWO ACTORS 
WANTED 


Non-Equity Leading 
and Character Men 








Community Theatre 
Operating 40-Week Season 


Send recent picture, experience 
and salary requirements. 


The PLAYHOUSE 


222 Craft Avenue 
Pittsburgh 13, Pa. 








-— 


SECRETARY-VALET-DRIVER 
—AVAILABLE— 


Go Anywhere, Excellent References 


Just completed 9 months’ tour, with 
well known artist, 


Address: Variety, Box V-831, 
154 W. 46th St., New York 19 
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Literati 











That Korean Coverage 

Bob Considine and Frank Con- 
niff’s monthly schedules to Korea 
inspired the thought that INS was 
purposely limiting its correspon- 
dents to four weeks. Actually it is 
an informal happenstance, in that 
the Hearst headquarters prefers its 
correspondents back in Tokyo, 
away from the actual Korean war 
front, at monthly intervals, if only 
for the reason that so much of the 
news breaks from General Mac- 
Arthur’s headquarters in’ Japan. 
Thus, the shuttling back and forth 
makes for that sort of an hiatus 
every four weeks. Incidentally, the 
Korean assignments are on a vol- 
untary basis. 

On the other hand James Can- | 
non (N. Y. Post) is digging in for | 
the winter, and “the way he is} 
{ 





ibling back at 8c. a word, for 
ertain winter-weather clothes he 
is ordering,” one Post. editor | 
cracked, “I wish Abercrombie & | 
Fitch would open a branch in 
Tokyo—Cannon alone could make 
it pay.” 


} 





Angoff’s ‘Journey’ 

First novel by Charles Angoff, 
managing editor of the American 
Mercury, will be published early 
in November by Beechhurst Press. 
Novel, “Journey to the Dawn,” is 
the first of. a trilogy. Opening 
chapter 





CHATTER 


Louis Berg in Hollywood. round- 
ing up celebrities to interview for | 
This Week mag. ® 

Vernon Rice taking his first 
gander at the Hollywood film lots 
for the N.Y. Post. 

Dore Schary’s book, “The Case 
History of a Movie,” will be is- 
sued Oct. 16 by Random House, 
at $3 per copy. 

Stephen Longstreet’s “The Win- 
ter Sun,” a book with a Hollywood 
background, will be published by 


Simon & Schuster. | 


Second novel by Mildred 
Gordon Gordon, “The F.B.I. 
Story,” is in the book stalls as a 
Doubleday publication. 


Paul Hampden, formerly with 
the Atlantic Monthly, has joined 
the advertising sales staff of The 
Saturday Review of Literature. 

Eugent Tillinger’s yarn, “Will 
the Russians Beat Us?” is the lead 
article in the first issue of the re- 
vived Liberty mag, now out as a} 
monthly. 

Irving Drutman, flack for Lopert | 
Fims and quondam mag and New | 
York daily writer, is author of 
“The New Broadway Society,” lead 
piece in current Flair. 


Virginia Schone, writer on the 


| CBS-TV “Vanity Fair’ show and 
of the novel appears in | former Mademoiselle travel staffer, | financial house in better order, or | 
‘American Best Short Stories for:|}is working on a book on North | else. 
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talking to Variety the Legion 
spokesman emphasized that the 
source of his charges against Miss 
Lee came from Red Channels. 


Telegram to Kintner read: 
“Press reports indicate you have 
plans for Gypsy Rose Lee to be 
mistress of ceremonies on a new 
radio show, called ‘What Makes 
You Tick?’ Documented reports, 
Red Channels and other sources 
charge Miss Lee with being a mein- 
ber or associated with members of 
the Communist party or Commu- 
nist-front organizations. This situ- 
ation was put before the annual 
state American Legion convention, 
representing 225,000 members. In 
view of this action and the possi- 
bility of protests in opposition to 


| the appearance of Miss Lee, please 





and | advise by wire if you intend to 


| program her as scheduled.” 
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| hit a balance and profits may be- 
| gin to shrink. 


Blessing in Disguise 


Some of the pundits view the 
tough period that Hollywood has | 
| been through in the past several | 
| years as a blessing in disguise. 
| They say that the film industry is 
the only one that took such a shel- 
| lacking during the postwar period 
| that it was forced into putting its 


It is now about to reap the 


1950,” edited by Martha Foley. A | Africa tourist resorts, to be titled benefits. 


collection of short stories by An- 
soff, ““‘When I Was a Boy in Bos- 
ton,” was published three years | 





ago. 

Angoff is also planning to do a 
detailed history of the American | 
Mercury, 27-year-old mag founded 
by H. L. Mencken and George | 


cently by Lawrence Spivak to| 
Clendenin J. Ryan. 





Sobel’s Fourth Rewrite 
Bernard Sobel, ex-Ziegfield pub- | 
licist and ex-N.Y. Mirror drama | 
critic, now with Celanese Corp. of | 
America, Europeing on the Caro-| 
nia this week with his sister, Lor- | 
raine, on latter’s first trip abroad. 
En route he’ll finish his fourth | 
updating of “The Theatre Hand-| 
book” (Crown), first published in 
1940. Sobel is also drama critic for 
Funk & Wagnalls’. “Year Book” 
which covers the passing scene 
from science to show biz. 





And Serves ’Em Right 

Edward W. Barrett, ex-News- 
week editor now Asst. Setretary 
of State (in charge of Voice of 
America), quotes CBS commenta- 
tor Ed Murrow, who asked a GI 
how he liked Korea, and was told: 

“I only hope that whoever loses 
this war is forced to occupy it.” 

— 

‘Dance Encyclopedia’ Abroad 

A. & C. Blaek of London has 
acquired from A. S. Barnes & Co. 
of N. Y. the British rights to Ana- 
tole Chujoy’s “Dance _ Encyclo- 
pedia,” and will bring the book 
out in the fall of 1951. Published 
here in 1949 and selling at $7.50, 
tome will be priced abroad at 30 
shillings ($4.20). 

Book is the first encyclopedia of 
the dance published in any lan- 
guage. Chujoy its editor, last week 
received an award on the book 
from the Arehives Internationales 
de la Dance, Paris, “for meritori- | 
ous research and fruitful activities 
in the realm of dance.” 





Ashton Stevens’ 56th Anni 

Chicago Herald-American marks 
its 50th anni Sunday (17) with a 
special issue. One of its features 
will be an article by Ashton 
Stevens, who has been with the 
Hearst publications since 1897. In 
the piece Stevens survéys Ameri- 
can legit of the past 56 years, from 
1894 when he started as drama 
critie for the San Francisco News 
Letter, later joining Hearst’s San 
Francisco Chronicle in 1897. 

He moved to Chi as critic for the 
Herald-Examiner in 1910. 





Malik’s Slanguage Contrib 
Voice of America is making capi- 
tal of Russia’s UN delegate Jacob 
Malik’s lying and delaying tactics 
by a term it borrowed from the | 
| 





Baltimore Sun, “to Malik,” mean- 
ing to stall and prewaricate. From | 
that has also come to ‘Malikize.” | 

It’s now all part of Voice’s be-| 





Prentice-Hall Has Satchmo 

Louis Armstrong’s autobiogra- 
phy, written in his own style of 
unorthodox idioms and misspell- 
ings, will be published by Prentice- 
Hall under a deal finalized between 
Joe Glaser, personal manager for 


' vealed, furthermore, that in addi- 
.tion to doing. the ABC radio show, 





Satchmo, and Ken Giniger, P-H| 
editor-in-chief, 


“Tunis, Anybody?” 


Walter Davenport is resuming 


title of 48 States of Mind, cover- 


ing the various fads, foibles and 


Warren P. Munsell, Jr., general 
manager of the _ forthcoming 
“Golden State” on Broadway, and 
Bruce Bliven, Jr., have sold a piece 
on legit angeling to Esquire and 


an article on ushers’ problems to | 


This Week. Collaborators are 
working on a piece about acting 
techniques for latter publication. 











Gypsy Rose Lee 
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submitted a categorical denial of 
all charges to ABC prez Robert E. 
Kintner. She stressed, in addition, 
that as a national board member 


| While salaries of technicians and 
craftsmen in Hollywood have re- 


| his old Any Week column in Col-| mained stable dollar-wise, they’ve 
|lier’s mag, this time on an ex-/ actually gone down because there 
| panded scale under the general|has been a considerable speedup 


|in the past few years. Actors’ 
| wage tabs have actually taken a 


Jean Nathan, which was sold re-| customs now prevalent in the U.S. | hefty drop. And exec salaries and 


|excess employes have been con- 
| siderably shaved. 

With biz on the upbeat, salary 
costs are expected to increase, even 
if Government wage ceilings are 


ordered. Lack of incentive for 


| urally climb, while exec staffs will 
likewise begin to bulge, it is opined. 
| Beyond 1952 the prophecies 


| vary. The pessimists see TV and | 


|other competitive amusement 
|forms continuing to bite into film 
| grosses on a growing scale, while 
\the optimists are plugging for the 
| big b.o. to go on indefinitely. Much 


of the American Guild of Variety | Will depend, of course, on what 
Artists, she_had made a loyalty | occurs politically and militarily in- 


affidavit which is a matter of pub- 
lic record. Kintner, consequently, 
forwarded Miss Lee’s statement to 
the Illinois Legion confab yester- 
day (Tues.) with the notation: “If 
you have any evidence to the con- 
trary, please advise me.” That was 
taken to signify that, as the record 
now stands, the show will be aired 


ternationally. 

On the basis of at least the short- 
term outlook, the financial seers 
are touting film stocks as an ex- 
cellent speculative risk. They see 
the shares of virtually any of the 
companies showing a considerable 
rise a year from now, particularly 
inasmuch as they’ve been de- 





as scheduled. 


Charges against Miss Lee were 
voiced in Chicago Monday (11) by. 
Edward Clamage, chairman of the | 
Illinois Legion’s newly-formed 
“anti-subversive commission.” In| 
a wire to Kintner Monday night, 
he asked if ABC planned to per- 
mit her to go ahead with her pro- 
gram in view of her listing in Red | 


Channels, pamphlet which pur-| 


pressed far below their intrinsic 
worth the past several years. 


off Cafe Biz | 


Continued from page 1 








figures released by various gov- 
ernmental agencies. Unemploy- 
mént is on the downbeat and lat- 


| economy could cause a slowdown | 
by workers in contrast to the past | 
| few years’ speedup. Actors’ fees, | 
| not under wage controls, will nat- | 





$ SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


: By Frank Scully 


. 
Loco, Okla., Sept. 10. 

For those who know their psychiatry from A to Z, it means they 
know it from Abreaction to Zensur. In Hollywood that means from a 
guy who unmasks things to a guy who covers them up—from, in brief, 
| the research department at Par to Joe Breen. For Zensur is Freud’s 
/old friend who polices the unconscious. In his Traumdeutung Freud 
gives repression, wish-fulfillment and censor far more space than those 
| dreamboys of the unconscious are going to get here. 


| What he would have done to Joe Breen’s lifework. is pretty laughable 
, even to think about. But Joe can do it himself now that old Sigmund 
is no longer among us. All it requires is a little autognosis. That is the 
'employment of a psychological process in which the patient endeavors 


to obtain an objective view of his own mind. 


That may knock him for an abreactional loop but this is correctable. 
| Most psychoanalytic treatments are directed toward removing camou- 
flage. They denude well-concealed experiences, bring them into the 
conscious mind and thus end that particular underground activity. If 
the experience has been painful to recall, the treatment may be followed 
by an acute emotional disturbance. This is-called an abreaction and 
goes away after crying in one or two beers. 

| After that (which takes a little time because the old and certain 
conditioned-reflexes are forever trying to cut scenes from the censor’s 
past life) the censor can take a psychocatharsis. 

It shouldn’t be done with too much beer, however, because that may 
bring on a zoophytic neurosis, which you will find under Z in Scully’s 
Psychiatric Word Book of Hollywood: 

Z 











Zaglas’ Ligament—A short, thick, fibrous band extending across the 
sacroiliac. Critics who slouch in their seats during long dull stretches 
of program pictures often imagine the fibrous band has broken up and 
gone home. When they try to get up they let out a groan that sends 
projectionists scurrying back to the booth to see if the soundtrack has 
somehow got confused with “Dante’s Inferno.” 

Zaufal’s Sign—Prague rhinologist who used Bob Hope’s nose as a 
model for a sinus irrigation treatment. He called it the saddle nose. 
| Used to cure people who imagine they are coming. down with a bad 
head cold when actually all that is happening to them is that they are 
dying of smog. 

Zappert’s Counting Cell—Term for a padded cell for frontoffice ex- 
ecutives who go crazy trying to fix their books so the amusement taxes 
won't spill over into the company’s net profits. 

Zee Chart—A time chart consisting of three curves—bust, waist and 
ankles. The curves usually cross in such a way as to produce a Z-shaped 
picture. 

Zeisel’s Test—Croaker named Zeisel who had his patients drink a 
beaker of hydrochloric acid, boiled with chloride of iron and then well 
shaken in chloroform. After that they were asked to remember which 
jokes were not original in “Always Leave Them at Forest Lawn.” 

Zeissel’s Layer—A homogenous layer in the wall of an actor’s stomach 
that always seems to get bigger just before an option is to be renewed 
and seems to photograph like a barrel of Pabst’s blue ribbon beer. 

Zensur—Freud’s epithet for the moral fibre in man’s mind and the 
cause of all his repressions, frustrations, and wish-fulfillments. The cop 
of the unconscious, who, if he were always on duty, would put the 
Breen boys among the unemployed. 

Zero De Productivite—Sensation experienced by oldtimers every 
| time they pass the Pathe studios in Culver City or the old Mack Sennett 
| mausoleum at Edendale. 


| Zero De Progres—Improvement-zero. What a producer feels about 
a picture he has been on three years and has yet to turn a foot of film. 
|In the “Quo Vadis” syndrome. 
| Zestocausis Complaint—Imagined by leading men who insist that 
| being kissed by Shelley Winters is like being cauterized by hot steam. 
| Ziemssen’s Artificial Respiration—Munich physician who by stimu- 
| lating the phrenic nerve made it possible for half-dead actors to simu- 
| late the grand passion. HMept Emil Jannings alive for years. 

Zilatonic Neurosis—A biliary illness that is more imagined than real. 
It’s really critic’s colic. Treatment of pepsin, pancreatin, bile salts, cas- 
cara, nux vomica, phenolphthalein and capsicum can prevent it. Neu- 
rosis reaches epidemic proportions every time Dore Schary announces 
| he is going to personally produce an epic on a daring subject of social, 
| racial or political implications. 

Zimmermann’s Arch—A non-existent aortic arch which nobody could 
find but Herr Doktor Karl Wilhelm Zimmermann. It finally was ab- 
sorbed by Enterprise’s “Arch of Triumph,” and nobody could find it 
there either. 

Zincoid Type—Actors who show no emotion unless coupled to the 
negative or zine plate of a storage battery. * 
| . Zipnick, Harold F.—Psychiatrist who worked with Dr. Harrison 
| Evang on the psycho reactions of army officers, caused mostly by ftus- 
, trations. When their findings were applied to the symptomatology of 
| Hollywood, with the hope of eliminating certain environment stresses 

that caused similar frustrations, the Johnston office stepped in and said, 
| “Here, here, none of that off-color dialog, now.” 

Zittmann’s Decoction—Prescription of a German military surgeon, 
| Johann Friedrich Zittmann. Believed for years to be the secret behind 


le 





ports to list allegedly subversive |@St individual income statistics; Fric Von Stroheim’s skill at stimulating all that’s repulsive in mili- 


In denying the charges, Miss | 
Lee told VARIETY yesterday, “I am 
not now and never have been a 
Communist, fellow-traveler, sym- 
pathizer or any one of the associ- 
ated brands. My sympathies are 
completely and entirely opposed to 
everything the Communist Party 
and its ilk stand for.” She re- 





she was 
after the 
guest appearance on NBC-TV’s| 
“Who Said That?”.and that she 
had guested on CBS-TV’s “We 
Take Your Word” Monday night. 


Including the ASPCA 
“I’ve played thousands of bene- 


fits under the auspices of the | reach its high mark in October | 


Army, Navy, Marines, Red Cross, 





For 


able) are about $2,000,000,000 over 
those of the previous month. In 
those figures, added earnings be- 
cause of Korean war hadn’t made 
itself evident as yet. The night 
club ops feel that with the ex- 
panding economy, the cafes will 
get a healthy share of business. 

One factor that’s contributing to 
both nitery and restaurant upbeat 


is the fact that the retail food in- 


| out than prepare meals at home. | 
| This is especially true for child- 


less couples. However, higher 
food price index is a drawback in 
getting the family trade. 


The increase is expected to 


/and November, after that there’s 


/members of the broadcasting in- | Sow that there’s been a sharp rise | tarism. 
dustry. | during the past few months. 


‘example, July figures (latest avail- 


Zoanthropy—The delusion of having been changed into a beast. 
What the Americdn husband imagines he is after seeing what pro- 
| ducers call “‘a woman’s picture.” 

Zolimer Illusion—Suspicion that a series of parallel lines appear to 
slant alternately in opposite directions when the alternate lines in the 
series are crossed by a number of short lines. Scientific explanation 
_of why you can’t stop stories that keep jumping back and forth between 
the present and the past. ; 

Zonesthesia—The girdle sensation, a subjective feeling of constriction 
/around the body. Imagined by girls who walk into a psychiatrist’s of- 
fice, only to see him trying to unwind a boa constrictor from his pergon. 
| Zooid Complex—Lower than an inferiority complex in which the 
| victim compares himself to animal forms like hydroids and bryoza and 
i i Frequently experienced by 


Zoophobia—Morbid fear of domestic animals. Widespread among 


| actors who get calls to play in “Mickey Mouse,” “Lassie,” “Francis” or, 


| “Harvey” productions. 

| Zoopsia—Hallucination wherein the patient imagines he sees wild 
|animals, which on examination turn out to be two nurses who haven't 
_ been dated since the Rough Riders took San Juan Hill. 

Zygomatic Area—Upper part of the face, near the prominent cheek- 
bone. This is the point below which a hero must not go when kissing 


YMCA, American Society for the | the customary drop because of the (a) his mother (b) a girl who loves him but he doesn’t love (c) an 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals| Christmas shopping season. 


and other organizations,” Miss Lee 


The cafes that premiered this 


| old sweetheart he is never going to see again. 


| Zygomycetes—A group of mould fungi resembling Gary Cooper try-~ 


said, “but never for Communism! week in New York have been hit-| ing to play a young cowhand from the Rio Grande. 


or Fascism. 


I abhor totalitarian-| ting healthy business. 


The Copa- 


| Zymosis—An infectious disease, such as suffered by impersonators of 


ism and its treacherous methods of | cabana opened its fall season with Katharine Hepburn. 


guilt by smear and without trial.!| Joe E. Lewis pulling a full house. | 
This may be all right for ae | The 
| 


but it is not all right for us.” 


Clamage claimed credit for help-| the Vaughn Monroe 


Waldorf-Astoria’s Starlight 
Roof also pulled terrific trade with 
Orch, and 


Used by 


Zymurgy—Branch of chemistry dealing with fermentation. Be 
oO _ 


the front office to determine when a fermenting star has become 
| office poison. 
| Zweig—Stefan, the novelist who once did a profile of Sigmund Freud 


ing oust Jean Muir from the cast of | among the intimeries, Le Ruban and concluded that for all its misconceptions the essential values of 
NBC-TV’s “Aldrich Family” and) Bleu, Blue Angel and the Village | psychoanalysis would be salvaged and would endure for all time. Years 
also for questioning the loyalty of | Vanguard drew excellent biz with later Hollywood bought in on: the Zweigian forecast and cleaned up 


Josh White, Negro folk singer. In 


' their. opening’ shows..-. 


| with. pictures centering around psychoneurotic characters. 


\ 
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Broadway 


Laura Chandler Wood, new p.a. 
aide to Nola Luxford at the Hotel 
Pierre. 

Loew’s veepee Marvin H. 
Schenck due in from Hollywood 
Sept. 25 for a visit. 

Jonie Taps, head of Columbia 
Pictures’ music dept., returns to 
the Coast Monday (11). 

Charles Einfeld, 20th-Fox ad- 
ublicity veepee, recovering at 
ome from a virus infection. 

Denis Green returns to the 
Broadway cast of “Kiss Me, Kate” 
Monday (18), following a stay in 
Santa Fe, N.M. 

Publicist Constance Hope and 
her husband, Dr. Milton L. 
Berliner, back from combination 
pusiness and vacation trip to Eng- 
land, France and Italy. 

Songsmith Jule Styne flew into! 
New York with his son, Stanley, | 
USC undergraduate, for a week, | 
and flies back west this weekend. | 

Gale Storm and Dan Duryea, ac-| 
companied by producer Hal E. 
Chester, in town Monday (11). en- 
route to Providence and Washing- 
ton in connection with opening of | 
their ‘‘Underworld Story” (UA). 

Metro sales department tossing | 
a lunch ai the Hotel Piccadilly to- 
morrow (Thurs.) for Dick Harper, | 
assistant to sales veepee William | 
F. Rodgers, who is getting married | 
Sept. 20 to Shatzie Royal, daughter 
of NBC veepee John F. Royal. 

Ray Lev, American pianist, hav- 
ing completed a concert tour of 
farm settlements in Israel, will play 
a number of concerts in England, | 





France, Belgium and Holland be- 
fore returning to New York for a 
Carnegie Hall engagement next 


month. 

Herbert R. Lottman, son of the 
late George D. Lottman, Broadway 
publicist who started a large stable 
of present-day show biz notables 
(writers, producers, gag men and 
other p.a.’s), married Michele Is- 
tasse in Paris. He met her while 
studying at the Sorbonne, where he | 
is on an exchange fellowship. | 

Joseph }.. Mankiewicz, director | 
and co-author of 20th-Fox’s “No! 


Violence,” with Maria Montez, 
started shooting in Naples. 

Lux Films convention here in 
August was headed by company’s 

Paul LePere assigned to the | 
Maria Montez starrer, “City o 
Violence,” now in preparation. 

Publicist Constance Hope and | 
husband, Dr. Milton Berliner, are, 
at the Venice Lido for a month. 

20th-Fox dickering for “Thief of 
Venice,” Italian pic made by Scal- 
era Films. Stars Paul Christian 
and Maria Montez. 

Gigi Martello off to New York | 
to discuss production of film, “Casa | 
Verdi” (Verdi Home), picture about 
a home for aged musicians. 





Barcelona 


By Joaquina C. Vidal-Gomis _ 
Carlitos Pous at Monterrey ni-| 


tery. 


Adelaide Hall at Monterrey 
nitery. 

Sacha Goudine ballet at the 
Rosaleda. 


Lucy and Jack Penzes at Cali- 
fornia nitery. 

Pepe Blanco with Carmen Morell 
back at the Poliorama. 

Lola Ramos star of “Here We} 
Are,” musical show at the Victoria. | 

Lucy & Jack Penzes at the Casa- 
blanca with French singer Dany 
Raydel. 

In spite of the heatwave 20th- 
Fox has set “Crash Dive” at. the} 
Kursaal. 

In contrast to nitery upbeat, hot 
weather is putting damper on film 
theatre biz. 

Font del Lleo nitery lineup in- 
cludes Diane Adrian, Carmen de 
Lirio and Alady. 

Vet legit player Ernesto Vilches 
at Gayarre theatre, Pamplona, with 
“T Am the Way.” 

Lili Murati, Hungarian actress, | 
at the Principal in Zagaroza with | 
the play, ‘‘Sinceridad.”’ 

Emisora Films getting ready to 
shoot street scenes here for film, 
“Apartado de Correos 1,001.” . 

Page and Bray at Monterrey 
nitery doing good business. Heat 
is favoring all open air spots. 

Lola Membrives at the Colon in 





fla 


London 


| Warwick Deeping, author of 
prexy, Dottore Renato Gualino. | “Sorrell & Son,” left over $84,000. 


Michael Carr to Spain and Italy, 
and expects to visit U. S. in Febru- 
r 


Lew Grade off to Geneva Sept. 
8, then to Rome to finalize book- 
ings there for King Cole Trio. 

George B. Nye, associated with 
Bert Montague’s agency for last 
20 years, quit to go out on his own. 

Kay Thompson booked at the 
Cafe de Paris for three weeks with 
two weeks option; management 
excercised option two days after 


| she opened. 


Kathleen Williams, booker for 


Blackpool Tower Corp., now holi- | 


daying in Switzerland, joins Lew 
Grade, on talent hunt, when he 


| arrives in Geneva. 
Harvey Stone, who finished his | 

| English dates at Manchester Sept. | 
8, returns to England in May with 


flock of playdates for Moss Em- 
pires and Stoll theatres. 

Alicia Markova, recovered from 
appendectomy, returned from Mon- 
te Carlo and rehearsing for her 


i new ballet season with Anton Dolin | 


opening at the Stoll, Oct. 24. 


>atricia W , who played with | 
Patricia Wayne, who play Pe, 


Robert Montgomery in “Your Wit- 
ness,” honeymooning with John 
Findlay, of Linnit & Dunfee or- 
ganization, following secret wed- 


| ding. 


Nat Karson booked Jack Powell 
for his next Empire stageshow 
concurrent with film “Stage Door 


| Follies,” which is skedded to open 


Oct. 18 or 25. In for three weeks 
with option. 

Harry Kahne sailed for New 
York on Ile de France Sept. 5, and 
returns to England in May to play 
for Moss Empires and Stoll thea- 
tres. 
of the Blackpool summer shows. 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 
Stan Shaw, disk-jockey, in town. 
Noel Coward made all the better 
spots while in town last week. 
Betty and Buddy Lino and Tom- 


Way Out,” scheduled to receive the | La Coruna with Jacinto Benaven-|my Nunez arch held over at the 


fourth annual award of the metro- 
politan council of B’nai B'rith to- | 
morrow night (Thurs.) as “the one | 
who during the preceding year did | 
the most in the field of literature | 
and art in furthering the American | 
democratic ideal.” 


Chicago 

Mady Christians in for Chevy 
Chase production of “Papa.” 

Fileen Mack of Harry Davies 
flackery hospitalized at St. Luke’s. 

Jose Ferrer in town last week 
for p.a.’s in connection with latest 
pic. “Cyrano de Bergerac.” 

Actress Nan Grey in town for 
husband, Frankie Laine’s opening 
at the Chez Paree, Sept. 15. 

Dennis Morgan and son, Stanley, 
stopovers here last week before 
taking off on fishing trip in Wis- 
consin. 

Jean Hersholt in over the week- 
end to address Lamba Chi Alpha 
fraternity convention at Edgewater 
Beach Hotel. 

William Holden, veepee of Screen 
Actors Guild, made an appearance 
at the Labor Day celebration of 
the American Federation of Labor 
at Soldier’s Field. 

Harald Bromley, producer of | 
“The Innocents,” in for play’s 
opening next week. Bromley is 
also conferring on road tour of 
“Two Blind Mice,” which he also 
produced. 





Minneapolis 
By Lee Rees 
Jack Cole into Prom Ballroom 


te’s legit comedy, “Pepa Doncel.” | 

Composer Guerrero feted at the | 
Calderon theatre by all the musi- | 
cal companies and actors working 
in Barcelona. 

Pic director Luis Marquina and | 
his crew at Vitoria 
“Amaya.” Star is Latin-American | 
actress Susana Canales, 


lreland 


By Maxwell Sweeney 

Longford Productions mulling 
English tour for early’ 1951. 

Baritone Michael O'Dwyer to 
South Africa on concert tour. 

Hazel Court starring in “Ran- 
dom Harvest” at Cork Opera 
House. 

_ Wilfred Pickles due in from 
London to tape “Have a Go” quiz 
shows for BBC. 

Liverpool Philharmonic  orch 
back to England after concerts in 
Dublin and Belfast. 

Irish warbler Sean Breen leaves 
for U. S. after completing vaude 
and TV stint in England. 

Radio Eireann Features Dirge- 
tor Francis MacManus to Rome to 
tape Holy Year ceremgnies. 

New London Orch, with baton- 
eer Alec Sherman, pacted for 
—— Ireland tour in Septem- 

er. 

Cameraman Pat Butler to Eng- 
land to roll on series of clinical 
films for Radium Research Insti- 
tute. 

Nora O’Mahon, back to London, 
after vacation, for tour in H. M. 
_—_* production of “Treasure 

unt.” 





for one-nighter. 
Old Log strawhatter offering | 
_ “Born Yesterday.” 

Edyth Bush Little Theatre has | 
“Skin of Our Teeth” underlined. | 

Eddie Camden’s orchestra into | 
Hotel Radisson Flame Room with | 
John Sebastian. 

Lyceum here gets two of recent | 
years’ biggest musical hits, “South | 
Pacific” and “Kiss Me, Kate,” in| 
successive months, October and/' 
November. 

Local angel Wayne Fish’s com- 
pany of “John Loves Mary” starts 
tour of Northwest small towns at 
Fairbault, Minn., Sept. 23. Dan 
Stapleton and Marian H. Kate head 
Cast. 





Ronfe 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 
Producer Mike Frankovich back 
from Hollywood. 
The Bernard Bros. playing 
fourth week at Casino Della Rose. 
Casting Director Mel Ballerino | 
of “Quo Vadis,” planes out for. 
follywood soon, 
Viviam Berti, brother of Italian | 





ctress, Marina Berti, turned. 
actor's agent here. 
William Szekely’s vic. “City of | 


Robert V. Driscoll, programme 
director, Marshall Aid radio di- 
vision,.in from Paris to 0.0. local 
radio set-up. 

J. L. Heywood, Kinematograph 
Renters’ Society, in Dublin for 
negotiation of new agreement with 
local trade union. 

Longhair baton wielder Otto 


Delano hotel’s Zodiac Room. 
DeCastro Sisters held over at 
Sherry Frontenac, where Nino 
Yacovino hosts-emcees, plus Maya’s 
orch for dancing. 
Martinique hotel’s management 


(Alava) to film | has been changed, but Milt Ross | month to wind up his local af- 


holds over in the Lounge, with 
Danny Yates orch. 

Ned Schuyler and Murray Wein- 
ger heading for New York next 
week to set seasonal bookings for 
Copa City. They’ll use top names. 

Andy Gustafson, head coach of 
Univ. of Miami, ticketed for. ‘‘Pig- 
skin Parade” on local video sta- 
tion, WTVJ, which will also -tele- 
vise the U.’s home games from 
Orange Bowl. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C, Pullen 

Jackie Heller and Dave Barry 
heading Alhambra Tavern’s floor 
show. 

Variety .Club  dickering with 
Moose Club which wants to buy 
its clubhouse. 

D’Arcy Miller, company manager 
of “Cocktail Party,” visited local 
friends on short stay. 

Gene Beecher, bandmaster, 
joined George Gothberg’s Radio 
Tee-Vee Workshop as vocal coach. 

K. Elmo Lowe promoted to post 
of producing director of Cleveland 
Play House, but Frederic McCon- 
nell is still the boss. 

Diana Barrymore and John Wil- 
cox did so well for Hotel Allerton’s 
in-the-round Ring theatre in “Light 
Up the Sky” that they’re holding 
a third week. 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 
Club Harlem has set back its 
opening date until Oct. 9, because 
of building difficulties. The orig- 
inal bill which included Sarah 





Matzerath, Karlsruhe State Thea- 
tre, Germany, in for stint as guest 
conductor with Radio Eireann 
Symphony orch. 
Iviera 
By Margaret Gardner 
Charles Munch on way to Paris 


'to do concert engagements. 


Jack Warner arrived and took 
possession of his Antibes villa. 
Jean Cocteau to Venice for pres- 
entation of his film, “Orpheus.” 
Jean-Pierre Aumont and Maria 
Montez at the Martinez in Cannes. 
Maurice Chevalier, accompanied 


by the Patachou family, reopened 
‘his Cannes villa. 


Errol Flynn gave up his suite at 
Negresco to stay aboard his boat, 
anchored at Villefranche. 

Iris Barry, of N. Y. Museum of 
Modern Art, guest of honor at 


| several showings of silent films at 


| Vaughn, Slam Stewart and the Stan 
| Getz combo, is postponed to a later 
| date. New opening bill lists Charley 
Parker, Ann Cornell and Slim 
Gailliard. 

Bobby Johnson, Charles Cook 
and Ernest Brown, dancing trio in 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” currently at the 
Shubert, are doubling at New 
Town Tavern, across the river in 
Delair, N. J. 

“Mister Roberts,” currently at 
the Forrest, doesn’t want any 
entr’acte music. So the pit orches- 
tra, which under AFM rules the 
house must hire, plays in the down- 
stairs lounge. 

Embassy Club, which formerly 
‘projected rhumba diversions plus 
floor shows, is instituting a major 
switch for the coming season and 
auditioning schmaltzy string en- 
sembles. 

John Franklin has left KYW’s 





the Antibes Film Festival, 


announcing staff to freelance in 


Also likely to go into one | 


the station’s news department. 
Eddie Fisher guest starred at 
Wanamaker’s’ teenagers fashion 
show (9). 
Fran Warren set for headline 
spot when the Glick reopens Sept. 
25. 


’ 





Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 

“Third Man” (SRO) is in third 
big week at Regent, Sydney. 

Maurice Chevalier may come 
here next year for a run under the 
Fuller banner. : 

“Song of Norway” continues do- 
ing top biz for Williamson-Tait at 
His Majesty’s, Melbourne. 

Recruiting films are now ap- 
pearing on the Aussie screens as 
the Korean, war continues. 





ting underway with Technicolor 
|pic “Kangaroo” in this area. 

New Zealand government 
| dropped its weekly newsreel; got 
|'government too deep in the red. 

Williamson-Tait will debut 
“Worm’s Eye View” in Melbourne 
at the Comedy. Cast now being 
picked. 

Joe E. Brown in “Harvey” fol- 
“Streetcar Named Desire” 
into the Royal, Sydney, for Wil- 
liamson-Tait. 

Next pic to go on the floor at 
Pagewood for Ealing probably will | 
be “Robbery Under Arms,” a yarn | 
about early Australia. 

David N. Martin, head of Tivoli 
chain, on U. S. and British trip 
to get talent for Aussie run- 
arounds. His fifth overseas trip. 

Carroll Musgrove Theatres, op- 
erating Prince Edward, Sydney, 


20th-Fox production unit is get- | 





turned in profit of $44,000. 
|House is Paramount’s showcase 
there. 


Teddy Lane, in charge of ad-| 
publicity for Greater Union Thea- | 
tres, and Roy Barmby, loop’s chief | 
booker, leave next October for | 
U. S. looksee. 

Elisabeth Bergner may return, 
after completing overseas con- 
tracts to do more plays for the 
|Fullers. Star is currently a hit in| 
|The Two Mrs. Carrolls.” | 
| Clyde Waterman is finalizing 
| plans for Aussie’s first’ drive-in 
|in the Adelaide zone. Waterman, 
itheatre circuit operator, recently 
‘returned from U. S. looksee. 

Harry Hunter, ex-chief of Para- 
mount in this zone, will return 
from U. S. for brief stay next 











|fairs. Hunter recently underwent | 
) an operation on his eye in 
America. 


South Africa 


By Joe Hanson 

“Nancy Goes to Rio” ({M-G) do-| 
ing better than average biz. 

“Odette,” first film acquired 
under the new Korda-Schlesinger 
deal, due for release early in 
August. 

African Consolidated Theatres | 
building new 1,800-seater in cen- 
tral Cape Town to be called Van 
'Riebeeck. Completion expected in| 
/ 1951. 
| Harry Watt, producing “No Vul- 
tures Fly” in Kenya for Ealing 
Studios, has asked African Film 
Productions to recruit South) 
Africans for leading roles. 

“Brigadoon” to be staged at His 
Majesty’s Johannesburg in Octo- 
ber with South African tour to, 
follow. Cast will be brought in| 
from England. 








{ 
Genoa | 


By R. F. Hawkins 
Gilberto Govi, longtime. Italo 
comic, starring in “Devil in the | 
Convent,’ comedy now shooting at 
San Fruttuoso, fishing village near | 
here. 
Tatiana Pavlova, vet stage star, | 
appearing in Iberio’s “Le Sorelle di | 
Segovia” at Portovenere. Festival | 
| of new Italian pix also in progress 
| there, staged by tourist bureau. 
“Holiday on Ice,” elaborate ice | 
show in Italian preem at Genoa’s | 
Luigi Ferraris Stadium. Staged by 
George and Ruth Tyson, it features 
Rudy Richards, Jinx Clark, Mar- 
shall Beard, Ruth Harryson and! 
| Morris & Payne. 


Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 

Stanley Kramers in town Mon- 
day for press preem of “The Men.” 

Plaza owner Sam Roth hosted a 
screening of the Spanish made 
“Manners of Love” for a _ top 
drawer audience, including Secre- 
tary of Commerce Charles Sawyer 
and frau and reps of the Latin 
American embassies. 

Duke Ellington into the Howard, 
Sept. 25. 
_ Arena theatre currently present- | 
ing Steinbeck’s “Of Mice and Men” | 
for its second theatre-in-the round | 
show. 

Peter Rathvon, ex-RKO prexy, 
in town to visit daughter Joan, a 
State Dept. employee, ' 











»graphed person 


| the Concorde, 


Hollywood 


Mel Dinelli planed in from Lon- 


on. 

Marty Sperber laid up with brok- 
en leg. 

June Havoc and Willian Spier 
in from London. 

Leo McCarey bought a house at 
Lake Arrowhead. 

Ross Shattuck bedded at home 
with heart trouble. 

Jack Carson to Houston for a 
nitery appearance. 

Mel Torme to Chicago for a date 
at the Oriental theatre. 

Stewart Granger in town after 
a long vacation in England. 

Red Skelton’ returned 
Metro home office huddles. 

Lou Holtz to St. Louis for two- 
week stand at Chase Hotel. 

Loretta Young and Tom Lewis 
in town efter a siesta at Ojai. 

Fire caused $100,000 damage to 
the Western Movie Supply Co. 

James Lombardo, Jr., film mop- 
pet, injured in a motor crash. 

Fred MacMurray’s cattle won 11 
prizes at the California State Fair. 

S. Z. Sakall returned to work 
after four weeks out with virus in- 
fection. 

Bob O’Donnell checked out of 
the Scripps Clinic at La Jolla feel- 
ing fine. 

Ralph Jordan, on sick leave from 


from 


| Metro, recuperating on his broth- 


er’s ranch in Utah. 

Victor Mature laid up with a 
wounded knee, the result of a 
motorcycle accident in Montana. 

George Murphy starts Sept. 20 
on a six-week goodwill tour to 
plug the motion picture industry. 

Claude Binyon taking a four- 
month vacation, as provided by his 
writer-director contract with 20th- 
Fox. 

Wanda Hendrix, Robert Preston 
and Robert Stack to Mexico City 
to make a picture for Benedict 
Bogeaus. 

Cecil B. DeMille, Art Arthur and 


|Gunther Lessing to Washington to 


discuss Hollywood’s functions in 
case war spreads. 

Jim Thorpe talked on motion 
pictures at the monthly luncheon 
of the Southern California Foot- 


ball Writers Association. 


Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blvd. Montparnasse) 

Dave Lewis to Italy. 

Maurice Chevalier recovered his 
stolen car, but not the valuable 
address book that was in it. 

Ethel Smith crowded by ad- 
mirers at arrival of her boat train, 

Rita Hayworth the most photo- 
in Deauville al- 
though her horse was beaten. 

Tim Whelan sailing on Liberte, 
but not before filing suit against 
cinema financier L. Deutscmeister 
for libel. 

The American Club Theatre 
changing moniker to American 
Theatre so as not to give the lo- 
cal patronage the idea that only 
club members can attend. 

U. S. actor Payne Williams, who 
just completed “Uniformes and 

randes Manoeuvres” opposite 
comic Fernandel, now to do “Mr. 
Wallflower” with comic Bourvil. | 

Lise Perrin, who runs an inti- 
mate nightclub on a barge near 
got an extension 
against authorities’ attempt to 
place her further down the river. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Charlie Gaynor’s Playhouse-born 
revue, “‘Lend An Ear,” booked into 
Nixon week of Oct. 23. 

Sam Handlesman and his 
singer-wife, Nina Korda, planed 
out for vacation in Bermuda. 

Val Avery, White Barn Theatre 
stage manager, into Greensburg 
Hospital for an appendectomy. 

Jackie Heller going into De- 
troit’s Four Dukes following run 
at Club Alahambra in Cleveland. 

Grace Price opening Children’s 
Theatre season with Madge Miller’s 
saaptetion of “Emerald City of 
Bd 
Fred Schader in town beating 
the drums for ‘Come Back, Little 
Sheba,” which opens it tour here 


Monday (18). 
Don Liberto, dancing and also 
staging numbers on new TV 


variety show, “Star Time,” a local 
lad, formerly of dance team of 
Liberto and Owens. 


Portland, Ore. 


Joan Evans here for the pre- 
mier of “Our Very Own.” 

Oregon State Fair has an Aqua- 
cade as feature attraction. 

Joe Morrison headlining at 
Amato’s Supper Club. Cooper 
Sisters to follow in next week, 

George Jessel due in Sunday 
to emcee Oregon Democratie 
picnic at Jantzen Beach Park. 

George and Mary Amato have 
returned to their Supper Club 
after a week of fishing on the 
Columbia River. 





Wednesday, September 13, 1950 


VARIETY 





OBITUARIES 


LOU CLAYTON 


Lou Clayton, 63, died in St. 
John’s hospital, Santa Monica, 
Sept. 12, a victim of cancer. Long- 
time partner in Clayton, (Eddie) 
Jackson & (Jimmy) Durante, and 
personal rep for the latter when 
he went under solo contract to 
Metro, he had been ailing over a 
vear. Durante was at his bedside 
when he died. 


Details on Page 2, - 


RALPH HAWKES 


Ralph Hawkes, 52, president. of | 


Boosey & Hawkes, Inc., New York 
music publishing firm, and a senior 
director of Boosey & Hawkes Ltd., 
English parent firm, died Sept. 8 
in Westport, Conn. 
Hawkes, who formed the English 
firm in the early 1930s by merging 
Hawkes & Son (founded by William 
Henry Hawkes) with Leslie 
Boosey’s Boosey & Co., first rec- 
ognized composer Benjamin Brit- 
ten and published most of his 
works. Hawkes’ most recent proj- 
ect was American publication of 
Britten’s audience - participation 
opera, “‘Let’s Make an Opera.” 
Among the composers whose 
workes Hawkes published -were 
Bela Bartok, Gustav Mahler, Serge 
Pprokofieff, Serge Rachmaninoff. 
Igor Stravinsky, Richard Strauss, 
Frederick. Delius and Aaron Cop- 
land. 
Also 


cal works included in catalogs of 
Edition Russe de Musique, Edition 
Gutheil, Furstner, Ltd. and Univer- 
sal Editions of Vienna. 

His firm five years ago leased 
Covent Garden, London, for ballet 
and opera use after it had been 


used as a dance hall during the} 


war. He was also instrumental in 
bringing over the Sadler’s Wells 
Ballet Co. last year for its first 
American tour. 

Hawkes lived in the U. S. for 
the past five years, becoming a 
well-known member of N.Y.’s pub- 
lishing fraternity. Top publishing 
execs attended funeral services in 


booker of the Western Vaudeville 
Circuit. He later became a fran- 
chised agent of the Keith-Or- 
pheum Circuit, having operated 
own agency in Chicago for a num- 
ber of years. He came to N. Y. 
some years later and maintained 
offices in the Palace Theatre Bldg. 
for the past 20 years. 





in the classical field, he | 
was credited with gathering classi- | 


Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Ro- 


salie Jackson, a son, two daughters, 


a sister and two brothers 


SIGMUND GALE 
Sigmund Gale, 77, who had 


Ballroom in Harlem, N.Y., with 
his son, Moe, died of a*heart at- 
tack Sept. 7 while sitting in his 
offices in the ballroom. 

A native of Kalisch, Poland, 
Gale purchased the Savoy 23 years 
ago. 

Besides his son, he leaves his 
wife, Annie, and two other sons, 
Dr. Conrad Gale, a: surgeon, and 
Joseph T. (Tim) Gale, who is head 
of Gale, Inc., booking agency. 


MARY DALY OSTERMAN 


Mrs. Mary Dolores Daly Oster- 
man, a former “Ziegfeld Follies” 
chorus girl and widow of Jack Os- 
terman, comedian, jumped or fell 
to her death from a window of her 
mother-in-law’s apartment in New 
York Sept. 7. 

Mrs. Osterman, who lived in a 
third-floor apartment of the build- 
ing, entered the one-room apart- 
ment of her mother-in-law, Kath- 
ryn Osterman, retired actress, dur- 
ing the latter’s absence. 
| Mrs. Osterman is survived by a 
| daughtef. 





FLORA DE HAVEN 


Mrs. Flora P. De Haven, 67, who 
| had appeared in vaude and musi- 
| comedies with her husband, Carter 
| De Haven, died in Hollywood after 
| a heart attack, Sept. 9. She was 
; the mother of Gloria De Haven, 
; Screen actress, 

| _ Mrs. De Haven, a native of New 
| Jersey, was married to De Haven 


owned and operated the Savoy | 


more recently an assistant direc- 
tor at Universal-International, died 
Sept. 6 in Hollywood, following 
a heart attack. : 


HARVEY DOW GIBSON 
Harvey Dow Gibson, 68, banker 
and former member of Para- 
mount’s board of directors, died in 
Boston, Sept. 11. 
A wife, stepdaughter and two 
nephews survive. 


G. A.C. HALFF 

G.A.C. Halff, 70, radio -station 
| operator, died in San Antonio; Tex., 
| Sept. 11. 

Hans Flato, 62, portrait painter, 
; died Sept. 6 in Hollywood’ after 
la long illness. Many of his paint- 
ings of motion picture stars, in- 
| cluding those of Marlene Dietrich, 
| Myrna Loy, Joan Davis and Bette 
| Davis, were reproduced on the 
covers of magazines. 





Jack (Scotty) Scott, 62, for 35 


| years trainer of Alaskan huskies | 
| used in Hollywood's films of the | 
| Far North, died Sept. 4 of a heart | 


| attack. 


Martin Brown, 43, sound tech- 
nician at Universal-International 
for 10 years, died suddenly Sept. 
| 9 in Burbank, Cal., after a heart 
| attack. 





Joe Bordeau, 56, vet film studio 
| property man, died in Los An- 
| geles Sept. 10. He had been asso- 
| ciated with Mack Sennett’s first 
producing outfit. 

| 

Mother, 70, 

| “Bugs” (Louise) 
{10 months’ illness at the Baers’ 
| home in Stamford, Conn. Inter- 
' ment in Lafayette, Ind. 


of Mrs. Arthur 
Baer died 


Mother, 93, of Bert Noyd, WFAA 
| staff musician, died in Dallas, 
| Aug. 30. @ 
| 
| Wife, 42, of Herb Montei, music 
| publisher, died Sept. 7 in Holly- 


| wood, 





MARRIAGES 


Michele Istasse to Herbert R. 


after | 


Minnesota Ter., Indpls. 


capacity to establish friendly rela- 
tions with table occupants, as well 


‘tas a draw name. His screen fans, 


who are turning out in substantial 
numbers to greet him here, un- 
doubtedly are predisposed in his 
favor. In this class spot at show 
caught he was greeted enthusiasti- 
cally on entrance and his endeav- 
ors drew hearty applause. The cus- 
tomers called him back twice. 
There is nothing pretentious or 
high-hat to~O’Brien’s floor pres- 
ence or performance. An atmos- 
phere of friendliness and modesty 
permeates the proceedings. 


'a little, repeats his impression of 
the late Knute Rockne, which he 





the screen and winds up with some 
pantomime and a recital of “Amer- 
ica.” It’s just as though he were 
|performing for friends in their 
homes. 


Yourself,” gets a big hand. There 
are laughs for a well-told baseball 
story about a rookie who blamed 
the wind for his inability to chalk 
up base hits and who was told by 
the late John McGraw, his man- 
ager, that “it’s a trade wind and 
|you’re on the way to the minors 
|right now.” A parody on “Dear 
|Hearts and Gentle People” ac- 
|claims New York city and its resi- 
| dents. Then there are several col- 
\lege songs, including the University 





of Minnesota football rouser, which | 


O’Brien induces the customers ‘to 
orite, “Hail to Notre Dame.” 

of Rockne, O’Brien extols the great 
Rockne addressing his squad on 
with song to the accompaniment of 


an Irish jig. an impression of the 


finisher the recital of “America.” 
The fine Cecil Golly orchestra 
handles its assignment in usual top- 


ley sings nicely. Big room well 
filled. Rees. 


Un- | 
ostentatiously he sings and dances | 


did with such great success on 


O’Brien’s opening song, “Enjoy | 


sing, and winding up with his fav- | 

Before doing his characterization | 
coach as a man. He impersonates | 
opening practice day. Then follows | 


late Bert Williams doing his pan- | 
tomimic poker game, and for the | 


drawer fashion and Mildred Stan- | 


Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 52 


agement is holding him over for 
‘current offering, which also in- 
| cludes the ballroomology of Alan 
;}and Blanch Lund. 

Crystal takes the lofty room in 
|his stride, relying heavily on his 
impresh material for yocks and 
mixing in the occasional story, with 
plenty of smash miming. Asides to 
ringsiders are good and his interp 
/of an opera, bop and ballad singer 
|doing “I Don’t Know Why” draws 
‘salvos. Pacing in general is okay, 
_ but a few of his songs in begoff 
iset could be trimmed. He does a 
|staunch 30 minutes, registering all 
the way. 

The Lunds lift other half of the 
revue with their smooth terping 
and even though duo reprise sev- 
eral numbers from previous en- 
gagements in this spot, their style 
and polish is such that the repeti- 
tion is unnoticed. Of the five num- 
| bers offered, their square dance is 
| still best and is a neat comic relief 
ito the more formal sets. 

Music for show and dancing is 
by Max Chamitov’s orch, with the 
|Hal White trio alternating for 
| dansapation. Newt. 











Lou Clayton 


Continued from page 2 
' 


| stints, between pictures, in Las 
| Vegas, Chicago and New York. 
| Still more recently, on the heels 
of the current nostalgic song cycle, 
Jackson got disk billing on several 
MGM recordings made by Durante. 
The fraternity among the trio 
extended even unto a retinue of 
|faithfuls, such as drummer Jack 
Roth, music publisher associate 
Louis Cohen, et al. Durante re- 
cently accepted a Las Vegas book- 
ing only “because Lou booked it”; 
he didn’t want to let his ailing 
partner down. By the same token 
| Durante“ cancelled the Palladium, 
London, on two occasions, refus- 
ing to leave Clayton’s bedside. 
The dancer, a victim of cancer, 
had been ailing for over a year, 
and his passing was only a matter 


,in 1905. They were divorced in! Lottman, Aug. 16, Paris. He is the 
1928. She never remarried and | son of the late Broadway publicist 
; never returned to the stage. |George D. Lottman; bride was a 


Surviving also are a son, Carter ro ne 
De Haven, Jr., a film director, and aoa ee eee 


' another daughter. 
— Joan Marie Lamb to Bernard S.| 


Westport Monday (11). A - oo 
Seentiie > wri h nem * |of time. His widow, Ida, survives. 
Survived Uy snp: ame ne La Commedia, N. Y. Clayton, / 

Maxine Sullivan, Laurie Brewis; . 


minimum $2.50. 


”.2kson & Durante, 
one of the top comedy teams in 
history, played all the _ better- 
known joints in New York. Be- 


| 
HERSCHEL STUART 





Herschel Stuart, 61, widely, 


known in the film theatre business | La Commedia, located on the site 


both in the U. S. and Australia, 
died, Sept. 7 at Arlington, Texas, 
following an illness of about a year. 
He suffered a stroke about a year 
ago, and had been on leave from 
20th-Fox since then, having had to 
give up his’ executive post with 
Hoyts circuit in Sydney and return 
to the U. S. because of failing 
health. 

Stuart started out originally as 
general manager of the = Pacific 
Northwest Theatres in 1926, the 
circuit later being taken over by 
Fox. When Harley L. Clarke took 
over the Fox-Poli circuit in New 
England he brought in Stuart as a 
district manager, a post he held 
from 1927 to 1930. 

He went with RKO Theatres in 
1931, but returned to 20th-Fox 
about three years later. Soon after 
going with 20th-Fox again he was 
given an important post with Hoyts, 
the 20th-Fox theatre subsidiary in 
Australia. 

Survived by a daughter, brother 
and sister. 


JACQUES HAIK 


Jacques Haik, 57, died of cere- 
bral hemorrhage recently while on 
his way from Lorient to Paris 
where he was to attend the reopen- 
ing of his film theatre Le Fran- 
cais. Born in Italy, Haik entered 
the picture industry at 17, and 
when only 20 was representing the 
Western Import Co. He introduced 
the Charles Chaplin pix in France. 
At various times he also’ repped 
Columbia, Warner and Universal 
in Paris. 

He later became a producer and 
was one of the first Frenchmen to 
sense the future of talking pictures. 

Haik also built the first atmos- 
pheriec theatre in Paris (The Rex) 
as well as the Olympia and Fran- 
Cais. : 

As a producer before the war, 
he made “After My Camp, My 
Crimes,” and soon was hounded 
by the Germans. He escaped to 
Tunisia where he lived in hiding 
until 1943. At the time of his 
death, Haik was a producer (Films 
Regent) and a distributor (Films 
Crystal) besides being an exhibitor. 

Survived by his wife and a 
daughter. é 


BILLY JACKSON 
William M, (Billy) Jackson, 66, 
veteran booker and talent agent, 
died Sept. 6 at his home in Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. A native of Chicago, 
Jackson entered the agency field 
there. For a time he was a staff 


ROSE STILLMAN RIGGS 


' Rose Stillman Riggs, 83, actress 
| and widow of Charles Riggs, man- 
| ager and producer, died in Min- 
| of Ralph Riggs, actor, who sur- 
vives. 

Under professional name of Rose 
Stillman she was a leading woman 
and stock star in her youth. 

| Her last appearance was some 
| years ago with Otis Skinner in 
| “Mr. Antonio.” 
| Besides her son Ralph, she 
leaves another son, Bernard Riggs, 
and a sister. 


SADIE PATCHELBEL 


elbel, the first pianist for the 
world’s first Nickelodeon in Pitts- 
burgh, died in Fort Lee, N. J., on 
Aug. 26. 

Her father, Samuel G. Gallupe, 
was a business associate of the 
late State Senator John P. Harris, 
and when the latter opened his 
Nickelodeon in downtown Pitts- 
burgh in 1906, Mrs. Patchelbel, 
then a young girl, presided at the 
keyboard. 


MAX DAVIDSON 


Max Davidson, 75, retired stage 
and screen comedian, died Sept. 4 
at the Motion Picture Country Hos- 
pital, after a long illness. 





Davidson made his screen bow in 
| 1913 and played four years with 
| the David Wark Griffith company. 


Later he starred in several Hal | 
“The | 


Roach comedies, including 
Cohens and the Kellys.” 


HAROLD S. LAMB 
Harold S. Lamb, 57, sales rep- 
resentative for WCAU-TV, died 
Sept. 7 in Philadelphia. Previous- 
ly, Lamb had been with KYW and 
the Dorsey and Lamb ad agency. 


vision Association of Philadelphia 
which he helped establish. His 
wife, son and daughter survive. 


TED BROWN ALCH 
Ted Brown Alch, 47, one-time 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
rep in Minneapolis and former 
'nitery and vaude performer, died 
in that city last week. 
Wife and a daughter survive. 


MICKEY BENNETT 
Michael Charles (Mickey). .Ben- 
1ett, 35, former film moppet and 


* 1ai¢ 





| neapolis, Sept. 4. She was mother | 


Mrs. Sadie Marie Gallupe Patch- | 


After 20 years on the stage, | 


He was a director of the Tele- | 


Bernard, Sept. 9, Deal, N. J. 
| Bride’s father is Franklin Lamb, 
vicechairman of the board of Tele- 
King Corp., video manufacturers. 


Barbara Ann Savitt to Steve Bro- 
| die, Las Vegas, Sept. 8. Bride is 
Jan Savitt’s widow; he’s an actor. 


Jean Hill to Tommy Gwin, Dal- 
las, Sept. 4. Both are members of 
the Dallas Symphony Orchestra. 


Lois Chartrand to Clarence 
Mason Harvey, Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Bride is a screen actress. 

Rene Elias to D. Georges Ger- 
sene, New York, Sept. 6. He’s the 
French singer-producer. 

Suzanne Leroy to John Levee, 
Sept. 5, Paris. He is the son of 
Hollywood agent M. C. Levee: 
she’s non-pro. , 

Anne Marie Pireta to Joseph 
Heina, Jr., Cliffside Park, N. J., 
Sept. 9. Bride is secretary to Wal- 
ter Murphy, Columbia Records 
|N. Y. publicity chief. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Allan Walker, 
daughter, New York, Aug. 31. Fa- 
ther is a material writer. 





'Montreal, Sept. 3. Father is 
VARIETY mugg in that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Benjamin, 
daughter, New York, Sept. 8. 
Father is show biz attorney and 
president of J. Arthur Rank Or- 
ganization in the U. S. 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Miles, son, 
New York, Sept. 1. Father is as- 
sistant to Lynn Farnol in latter’s 
indie public relations setup. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
daughter, N. Y., Sept. 8. Father is 
N. Y. Republican party ieader; 
mother is daughter of 20th-Fox 
prez Spyros P. Skouras. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ziggy Lane, son, 
New York, Sept. 3. Father is a 
singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Stone, daugh- 
ter, New York, Sept. 10. Father is 
an NBC-TV cameraman. 





} 
| 


son, New York, Sept. 11. 
is assistant to salesmanager of 
{Samuel Goldwyn Productions; 
mother is daughter of William J. 
Heineman, Eagle Lion Classics dis- 


tribution chief. Ee 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Guarnieri, 
son, New York, Sept. 2. Father 
h-cds5 ivstrumental quintet. bearing 
. his name, a ier? 


’ 





SJiss S54! HI? Joo LOUMS 


| cause of the great friendship with 
Sime, the trio took elaborate ex- 
ception to a ribbing story that 
Sime wrote, and _ picketed the 
VARIETY offices. Whenever, they 
passed the offices, they would 
pitch pennies at the open window 
near the publisher’s desk. Sime 


of Tony’s, long a West 52d St. | 
landmark, dating back to the Pro- 
hibition era, indicates that it will 
continue as a quality operation. 
| Spot has long been an aftershow 
| hangout for the legit theatre 
orowd, and by neces-ity must have | 

| 


Seo neiteaae ae Sane rarely missed an engagement of 
Under Jon Hadley’s direction, | this trio. 

‘room is apparently set to keep | During this partnership, the act 

this upper-level patronage. Room's | developed some of its most famous 

‘requirements are apparently met | routines, many of which are still 


Mr. and Mrs. Max Newton, son, | 


Oren Root, Jr., | 


Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Craddock, 
Father | 


'with a single performer. For many 
years under the former manage- 
ment, Mabelle Mercer plus a two- 
piano team, kept this room crowd- 
ed. It’s apparently set to hold this 
kind of trade with Maxine Sul- 
livan. 

Miss Sullivan has been a land- 
mark in the Manhattan nitery orbit 
|for many years She’s apparently 
|unwilling to stray too far from 
ithe city and virtually every sea- 
ison finds her settled in a cafe for 
a long run. Indications are that 
she can repeat that here. She’s 
right for this room. Even with her 
slight voice and effortless delivery 
'she eschews the mike and there’s 
/no difficulty in hearing her at the 
|extreme ends oi the room. 

Her repertoire is enhanced with 
_@ few additions, but generally she 
|relies on the tunes that have been 





‘in her catalog for some time. | 
“T Never | 


| “Molly Malone” and 
Cried So Much” are still prominent 


‘among her offerings. Among the | 


other numbers is “Restless” and it 


_provides a good change of pace | 


for her. 

Negro songstress on her preem 
gave a lengthy session which in- 
cluded two encores. She hit top 
returns here. 

Laurie Brewis backs Miss Sulli- 
van at the piano capably. Jose., 


Normandie Roof. Mont’l 
' (MOUNT ROYAL HOTEL) 
Montreal, Sept. 9. 
Danny Crystal, Alan & Blanche 
Lund, Max Chamitov Orch, Hal 
White Trio; cover $1, $1.50. 





For most acts playing any of 
boites, the 
Roof is the showcase they aim at. 


|Montreal’s numerous 


Discriminating clientele, presenta- |, 
jtion of show and a cooperative | 


house orch do much to. sharp- 
;en performer and boost confidence. 
/Comedian Darny Crystal made the 
‘jump from a St. Catherine street 
| stube to the Roof in 14 months and 
| this upcoming comic preved so suc- 
icessful on his first session the man- 


<4 54 ait & asalita 5 ; 


|! used today by Durante and Jack- 


| son. In 1927, they ventured into. 


theatres. Team started playing the 
, vaude circuits, where they also hit 
'the top-earning brackets, and in 
| 1929 they made their bow in legit, 
|Florenz Ziegfeld’s “Show Girl.” 
| They created their famous “Wood” 
number in another musical, ‘The 
| New Yorkers.” Appropriately, it 
| Was in a re-creation of this num- 
ber that Clayton made his last 
Stage appearance. The occasion was 
| the Friars’ Frolic when Clayton, 
' Jackson & Durante reunited for 
that number in the Shrine Audit- 
orium, Los Angeles, last year. 
Clayton appeared with his team- 
mates in “Roadhouse Nights,” 
made by Paramount in 1930. 

| When Metro signed Durante as 
a single, and Clayton became the 
Schnoz’s manager, the latter head- 
quartered in Hollywood, where he 
became known as a crack “money” 
| golfer. 











| UA Producers 


Continued from page 5 
‘toppers to appear out there as 


down on the new operation. With 

| little product, no salesmanager 
until Grad Sears returned last 
week, with much of the top man- 
power fired and with outgo ex- 
, ceeding income each week, pro- 
| ducers have been worried about 
| the handling of their pix. 

What has particularly worried 
them has been continued trade 
mention of possible receivership 
for UA—although the company 1S8 
absolutely current in all its oblis 
| gations—which would put the pro- 
ducers in the position of general 
creditors and give them a hard 
time getting any of the coin back 
that is due them out of rentals on 
their pix. ens ‘ 


¢ BVivasse 


| Sowa on and give them the iow- 


nibils. Ys 
. 
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VARIETY Wednesday, September 13, 1950 





~ Ed Sullivan’s “TOAST OF THE TOWN” 
- SUNDAYS-8 to 9 PM—CBS-TV TIME 


for LINCOLN-MERCURY DEALERS 
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Coming to’, TOAST OF THE TOWN” 


argaret Truman 
Gloria Swanson 

George Raft 
Lauritz Melchior 

~ Pat O'Brien 

Rudy Vallee 

oira Shearer 

Billy. Eckstine 

Tony and Sally DeMarco 

on Jenkins 


---and many other stars--- 
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